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     The Imperial Bird Club 
meets the third Thursday of 
each month at the VFW Hall 
of Auburndale, 241 Lake Ave. 
East, Auburndale.  Doors 
open at 7:00 p.m. and the 
meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.  
The Board Meeting is held 
the second Tuesday of the 
month.  The location of the 
Board Meeting is Denny’s in 
Haines City at the I -4 Exit 
and starts at 7:00 p.m.  All 
club members are welcome to  
attend and all board mem-
bers are required to attend 
the Board Meetings.  Contact 
Ramona Smith, President for 
more information.  

Club Objectives 
1. To ensure the preser-

vation and propaga-
tion of non-native 
cage birds in the 
United States. 

2. To further the Science 
of Aviculture.  

3. To exchange the 
knowledge, informa-
tion, and          experi-
ences related to cage 
birds.  

4. To educate the general 
public on Avian mat-
ters. 

Club Raffle Table 
The Club raffle table is to-
tally member supported.  
If you win a prize, at the 
next meeting, bring a prize 
of equal value for the ta-
ble.  Of course, you can 
always bring something 
for the raffle table.  Every-
body is happy if they win a 
little something and as we 
all contribute it will con-
tinue   spreading  happi-
ness among our  member-
ship. 

The opinions expressed 
in the Birdy Gazette are 
not necessarily those of 
the Imperial Bird Club 
or the editorial staff.  
The Imperial Bird Club 
and its staff assume no 
responsibility for claims 
of our advertisers or for 
the quality of goods or 
services the advertisers 
provide.  We regret if 
mistakes are made, how-
ever IBC is responsible 
only for corrections of 
errors. 

Ans. To trivia question:  
Fred Smith 
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Golden Wings 

Macaws—Cockatoo’s—Amazons—Hyacinth’s 
Rose Breasted—-Golden Conures 

Major Mitchell Cockatoo’s 

Fred & Ramona Smith 
Www.goldenwingsproducts.com 

 

863-858-6739 
fredsmith@wildblue.net 

Lakeland, Florida  

Front cover: Alexandrine Parakeet  

 
Meeting date is September 17, 2009 

 
 

Our speaker for the month  
Will be:  

 
To Be Announced  

 
Doors open at 7:00 p.m.  

Meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.  
 
 
 

SEE YOU THERE!  
VFW Hall —241 Lake Ave. East  

Auburndale, Fl.  
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Bird Club Officers  
 
President  - Ramona Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Vice President - Debra Bernard 863 -293 -7541 
Treasurer - Wanda Joyce -863 -676 -0091  
Secretary -Sherry Rigdon -407 -365 -2986  
Director -Richard Joyce -863 -676 -0091  
Director -Jess Poyser -863 -439 -3096  
Director -Valerie Kane -863 -439 -5199  
Director -Elaine Gray -863 -439 -3096  
AFA Regional Director -Florida, Puerto Rico,  
Virgin Islands -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
 

IBC Committees  
Expo  Chairman —Debra Bernard 863 -293 -7541 
Librarian -Gloria Boughton & Lois Wygonik  
Historian -Rebecca Kline -863 -450 -6772  
Legislation -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Publicity -Rich Long -863 -646 -7776 
Food Chair -Valerie Kane -863 -439 -5199  
Hospitality -Jess Poyser & Elaine Gray  
Parliamentarian -Eric Kline -863 -450 -6772  

Club Affiliations  
AFA Reps (2) Fred Smith & Debra  
                                                           Bernard  
FFA Reps(2) Jean Pattison & Debra 
                                                            Bernard  
FFA President  Marty Dochstader  

The Imperial Bird Club will refuse to accept adver-
tising from anyone convicted of a bird related 

crime . 

Member Club Member Club 
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  IMPERIAL BIRD CLUB 
14710 BRAHMA RD. 

POLK CITY, FL. 33868-6703 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

2009 
                      

                                                    
                                                    
Name:___________________________Date________ 
Address:_________________________ 
City/State/Zip____________________ 
Phone:(     )_______________________ 
Cell #:___________________________ 
E-Mail Address:___________________ 
Are you a breeder or pet owner?
__________________________ 
Topics for programs that would be of interest to 
you:______________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
Was our club recommended to you, and if so, by whom?
________________ 
 
Applicants Signature___________________________ 
 
Check correct box: 
New Membership_____________ 
Renewal Membership____________ 
Check correct box: 
Family (2 votes) $20.00______________ 
Single (1 vote) $15.00_______________ 

 
Dues are for one (1) calendar year starting January 1, of 

the year paid.  Membership must be renewed  
annually to retain club privileges. 
Come learn and have fun with us! 

 

Page 5 

Message from your 
President   

 
 
Greetings to everyone:  
 
     Fall will soon be upon us.  With the coming 
of fall comes many  Club activities.  
 

1. Annual BBQ in October  
2.  Voting on Club donations  

3.  Elections  
4.  Last but not  least   

“Our Big Christmas Party”  
     
      Be thinking of how you would like to be  
involved in your Club so when you are  
approached by the nominating committee you 
will be ready with a “yes” answer.  
     
      Nominations for donations will be taken at 
the September meeting  so be sure to have a 
brief bio for the newsletter about your  
nomination.  
 
      
     See you Thursday September 17th . 

                   Ramona Smith 
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ALEXANDRINE PARAKEET  
     The Alexandrine Parakeet is a large Parakeet species measuring 
58 cm (23 in) in total length with a wingspan averaging 18.9–21.5 cm 
(7.5–8.5 in). It is mainly green with a blue-grey sheen on its cheeks and 
napes, particularly in males. The abdomen is yellowish-green, the upper-
side of the middle tail feathers is blueish-green, the upperside of the ex-
ternal tail feathers is green while the underside of the tail feathers are all 
yellow. All Alexandrine Parakeets (irrespective of age, gender and/or sub
-species) boldly display a maroon (reddish-brown) patch at the top of 
their wing coverts (commonly called 'shoulder' patch). The shoulder 
patch is seen in parakeets at their first feathering before fledging from 
their nests. The lower and upper mandible are red with yellow tips. The 
adult's irises are yellowish-white and the periopthalmic rings are light 
grey. The legs are grey. 
      
     The species is dimorphic in adulthood (3 years and older). The imma-
tures are monomorphic and are similar but duller in appearance to that of 
the adult females. Adult males always show pitch-black neck rings and 
large pink bands on their napes (commonly called nape bands). Often 
males only display a little band of blueish-grey above their bold pink 
nape-bands. Adult females frequently show neck ring shadows that are 
anywhere between light and dark shades of grey. Females never display 
true black feathers in their neck-rings.  
       
     The bird is popular among aviculturists. It is idea for outdoor aviaries 
and cannot tolerate temperatures less than 5 °C (41 °F). They breed well 
in aviaries. The parakeet is one of the oldest captive Parakeet species on 
the Eurasian continent. It gets its name from the legendary Emperor 
Alexander The Great, who had numerous specimens exported back to 
various Mediterranean countries by his legionaries. The parakeet has 
since then been popular among the nobles throughout the Empire's Ana-
tolian, European and Mediterranean countries.  
      
     It is an active species, likes water (bathing, misting, raining and show-
ering) and readily accepts diverse and/or new foods. It chews vigorously 
and hence it is important to keep the perch non-toxic without chemical 
products such as disinfectants, fungicide, insecticides or pesticides. The 
Alexandrine Parakeet has an average lifespan of 40 years in capitivity 
and as with all other parakeets, they are among the top mimics.  
     
      Breeding season is from November to April in their natural distribu-
tion range. Average clutch size is 2–4 eggs measuring 34.0 x 26.9 mm (1 
x 1.3 in). The average incubation period is 28 days usually starting with 
the laying of the second egg. The chicks fledge around seven weeks of 
age. They are reared for about three weeks and are typically weaned be-
tween 12 to 16 weeks of age.  
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Safe Plants  for Around Birds  
 

1. Dwarf Umbrella Plant -This common house-
plant is tolerant of a wide variety of house 

conditions including owner neglect.  Smaller 
socialized birds love exploring this plant.  

 
2.  Weeping Fig -This is also an easy plant toler-

ant of conditions in the home.  It has a ten-
dency to drop leaves in the winter so be sure 

to keep them cleaned up around your bird 
cage area.  Pruning keeps this plant manage-

able.  Remove plant to another room to do 
the pruning and leave set until the sap stops 

flowing.   
 

3.  Moth Orchid –  This orchid requires lower 
light conditions found in east or west facing 

windows.  A temperature of 55 degrees at 
night over a two week period or more in the 
autumn will  help initiate flower spikes.  You 

and your bird will really enjoy the show.  
 

4.  Jade Plant –  This plant needs more light than 
others mentioned.  It requires very little wa-
tering.  The branches and leaves may not tol-

erate the weight of a bigger bird however.  
 

5.  Air Plants or Bromeliads -There are many 
types of bromeliads.  The easiest are Tilland-
sias.  These plants do not need a pot or soil .    

They can be mounted on dried grapevine, other 
types of wood or just hung freely.  Hang them a 
reasonable distance from your bird cages and 
near a light source.  Bring them to the sink  for 

a good soaking when they require watering.  
 

Editor summarized from Bird Talk magazine article . 
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MEMBER ADS  
 
FOR SALE: Gouldian Finches -(female) - $45.00 each -Call 
May Rudd @ 863 -967 -4003  
 
WANTED:  Brown -headed Poicephalis hen breeder.  Call 
Jean Pattison @ 863 -686 -4532.  
 
Get your Hagen Prime vitamins from Golden Wings 
Products -call –  863 -858 -6739  
 
FOR SALE: Jenday Conure Pairs -$400.00 a pr.  
Call Ross Pittman 850 -206 -2034  
 
FOR SALE: various sizes of cages -for sizes and prices call 
Elaine Gray @ 863 -439 -3096  
 
FOR SALE: Various baby birds and also some breeder 
bird pairs.   Must sell due to health reasons.  Contact 
Steve Iorio at 863 -425 -2435.  
 
FOR SALE: Blue & Gold Macaw babies, handfed, sweet –  
various ages-Call Fred & Ramona Smith @ 863 -858 -6739.  

JUICE vs. WATER  

     Whenever possible, fruit juice (apple juice is a good 
starter) should be substituted for the drinking water. As 
an alternative, Tang (or its equivalent) can be added to 
the drinking water. This may not be a practical sugges-
tion for birds that habitually bathe in their drinking wa-
ter. These additives or fruit juices provide more nutri-
ents (vitamins, minerals, etc) than water alone and they 
help to mask the taste of other items (vitamins, antibiot-
ics if necessary,etc) that may be added to the drinking 
water. Fruit juices that  produce stains (for example, 
grape juice) should not be used. Water to which perish-
able items have been added or fruit juices must be 
changed every 12-24 hours and perhaps even more often 
on especially warm days, to prevent spoilage. Actually, 
even plain water should be changed with the same fre-
quency for the same reasons.  
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A fresh mix (with or without dehydrated fruits and/or vegetables) of vari-
ous seeds, grains and nuts generally represent the typical basic diet. 
Cooked and fresh foods, Whole grains and cereals, Edible blossoms and 
flowers such as Carnations, chamomile, chives, dandelion, daylily, euca-
lyptus, fruit tree's blossoms, herbs' blossoms, hibiscus, honeysuckle, im-
patiens, lilac, nasturtiums, pansies, passion flower (passifloræ), roses, 
sunflowers, tulips, and violets, Fruits with all pits discarded and/or larger 
seeds such as apple varieties, banana, all berries varieties, all citrus varie-
ties, grapes, kiwi, mango, melons, nectarine, papaya, peach, all pear va-
rieties, plum. Avocado and rhubarb that are reportedly highly intoxicat-
ing for all Parrot species. Vegetables, legumes/pulses and commercial 
greens and weeds such as bok-choi, broccoli, cauliflower leaves, cabbage 
leaves, chicory, collard greens, dandelion leaves, endives, espadrille, 
kelp, mustard plant leaves, seaweeds, spirulina and water cress are given. 
Wild harvested greens and weeds such as Bromus, chickweeds, cocksfoot 
or orchard grasses, dandelions, dogstooth, elymus, fescues, marram 
grasses, milk thistles, oats and wild oats, plantain (the weed), poa genus 
(i.e. Blue, Meadow's, Spear, Tussock grasses) are also given.  
The natural diet consists of seeds, nuts, fruits, berries, buds, flowers and 
nectars  
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Our Raffle Table  
For August  ‘09  
Made a total of  

$97.00  
 

Remember to bring items for  
September table  

FEATHERS —FEATHERS  
     
     Feathers, feathers who’s got feathers?   
 

Rebecca Kline has offered to temporarily  
take over this club fund raiser.  Please con-

tinue to bring  your feathers to the club meet-
ings —give them to Rebecca -and she will put 

them on Ebay.    Thanks for all your              
participation  

                  
 
 
 
 

In Memory  of  
 

Richard A. Pearson  
 

Oct. 14,1943  
July 18, 2009 
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American Federation of Aviculture, Inc 
36th Annual Convention - 2010 CALL FOR PAPERS 

We invite you to submit a proposal to present a paper at our 
annual AFA convention. Proposals should be submitted in 
the form of an abstract, accompanied by a brief biographical 
sketch identifying the author’s experience with the topic to 
be presented and other relevant information. Please consider 
submitting multiple abstracts 
As you may have the opportunity to give more than one pres-
entation. 
* Abstracts will be accepted through February 15, 2010. 
* AFA will provide a complimentary convention registration 
package and 
One banquet ticket to each confirmed speaker. 
For complete details, see 2010 Call for Papers on our website 
at www.afabirds.org . 

2009 Avian Research Grants Program 
AFA Helps Avian Research and Conservation 
In 2009, the AFA is soliciting contributions from members 
and friends to 
Provide grants to the following avian conservation projects: 
1. Red-fronted Macaw Conservation Project (Asociación 
Armonía, Bolivia) 
2. Project Abbotti – Conservation of the recently re-
discovered Abbott’s Cockatoo (Indonesian Parrot Project / 
Project Birdwatch) 
Go to afabirds.org to learn more and help with these impor-
tant causes. 

AFA Board of Directors Quarterly Meeting  
will be held November 6-7, 2009, Houston, TX. 

HELPFUL HINT  
 
     Get some of the solar lights that you can stick in 
the ground in flower beds or around patio.  When 
you have a power outage due to storms bring in and 
place in flower pots.  They are much safer than can-
dles.  Take back out during the day to recharge.  
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AFA IN BRIEF September 2009 
Editor - Carol Lee 

  
We had a great and successful convention in Houston in Au-
gust, and are now preparing for our 2010 convention. Join Us 
August 4-7, 2010 in St. Petersburg, Florida 
36th Annual AFA Convention - The Magic of Birds! 
Hilton St. Petersburg - Bayfront 
333 First Street South, St. Petersburg, Florida 

 2009 AFA Convention Super 8 Prize Winners ! 
Many thanks to all who donated items and to those who pur-
chased tickets! 
1. Tiffany Latino--Amazon Framed Print donated by Gamini 
Ratnavira 
2. Bill Christian--Belize Retreat at Banana Bank donated by 
Carolyn and John Carr 
3. Julia Stacy--San Francisco Getaway donated by Mary 
Ellen LePage 
4. Jan Cheney--Parrot Bed Quilt donated by Ardith Raine and 
Pat Chinnici 
5. Georgia Hayes--Opal and Diamond Ring donated by Pat 
Chinnici 
6. Peter Rizzo--$1,000 cash card donated by Christopher 
Chinnici 
7. Daina Mahone--Pediatric Supply Intensive Care Unit do-
nated by Joe Freed 
8. Ed Singh--Small bow-front cage donated by Super Pet 
-Lisa McManus won the laptop for the membership drive. 
-Madeline Franco won the laptop in the registration drawing. 
A huge thank you to the generous donors for the outstanding 
raffle, auction items, and to Bill and Wanda Elder for donat-
ing the two laptop computers! 
    2009 Avian Conservation and Research Grants were 
awarded at the AFA Convention banquet. Our AFA Conser-
vation and Research committee chair, Janice Boyd, presented 
checks to David Waugh of Loro Parque for conservation and 
research, and Dr. Ian Tizard of Texas A&M University 
fotheir PDD research project. 
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IBC Bird Club General Meeting 8/20/09  
 
     Ramona called the meeting to order and drew the   
peanut winner.  The peanut was on page 9.  The winner 
was Brianna.  
 
     Welcome to our visitor this month - Dris Hollock  
invited by Debbie Green.  
 
     Ramona received a thank you note for a gift of $50 in 
the memory of Richard Pearson.  The gift was made to 
the Good Shepherd Hospice.  She also received sympathy 
cards for the club from Lou and Alice Lawson who could 
not attend the memorial service.  Another card was sent 
to the club from Jeannie Ackerman.  
 
     Ramona said that Tom Fisher's wife Sandy had passed 
away in November from cancer.  For those who know the 
Fishers, his phone number is in the roster.  Please give 
him a call.  
 
Ramona said that Tom Fisher's wife Sandy had passed 
away in November from Cancer.  For those who know the 
Fishers, his phone number is on the website.  Please give 
him a call.  
 
     Bob and Bunny Cooper, B&B Aviaries, were always at 
our Expo.  Bob went in for hip replacement surgery and 
had a massive heart attack and died.  They are members 
of Hernando Bird Club.   
 
     Joe Rigdon is the new Auburndale VFW member.  He 
replaces Richard Pearson as representative so we can 
have monthly meeting in the VFW hall.  
 
     The disaster relief raffle item is a movie time gift     
basket made by Wanda Joyce.  Be sure to put your tickets 
in for the basket.  
 
Ramona needs someone to assume the FFA delegate re-
sponsibilities for the rest of the year in Richard's place.  
Please let Ramona know if you are willing to assume this 
responsibilities.  
 
Ramona reminded everyone that the barbecue will be in 
October.  Also, she needs everyone's nominations for the 
3 donations for this year.  Please submit your nomina-
tions with a paragraph explaining why you think they are  
worthy.  
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General Meeting Minutes cont. from P. 7 
  
     Ramona reminded everyone that the barbecue will be 
in October.  Also, she needs everyone's nominations for 
the 3 donations for this year.  Please submit your nomi-
nations with a paragraph explaining why you think they 
are worthy.  These will be printed in the Oct. newsletter.  
 
     Then the membership will vote in October.  Last year's 
recipients were AFA, FFA, Texas A&M, and Avian Bio-
Tech.  
 
     The secretary's report was in the newsletter.  Valerie 
motioned to accept as written and Richard seconded.  
The membership voted and the motion was passed.  
Wanda gave the treasurer's report.  
 
     Valerie thanked Rebecca for bringing dessert this 
month.  None of the board members had anything else to 
contribute.  Eric Klein reminded everyone to keep their 
eyes open for sales if we still plan to obtain a netbook for 
the Expo raffle.  
 
     There was some discussion about the barbecue. 
Ramona indicated that she is negotiating with a vendor 
to cater it.  All club members will contribute $4 as we did 
last year.  
 
There being no further business, the business portion of 
the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM.  

Calcium Options  
     Here are some options for getting more calcium 
into your birds diet.  
1. Formulated diets better known as pelleted diets.  
2.  Cuttlebone or cuttlebone perches  
3.  Crushed egg shell  
4.  Oyster shell  
5.  Mineral blocks  
6.  Calcium powder  
7. Calcium -Vitamin D3 phosphorus supplements  
 
     Some of this can be mixed in your birds favorite 
“Birdy Bread” to insure consumption.  Page 19 

10.  To treat skin fungi, parasites, or bacterial diseases 
of the skin of birds and other pets, mix 30 to 50 
drops of GSE per quart of water and spray on the 
infected area.  

11. To prevent the growth of pathogens and to kill ex-
isting parasites, ( such as giardia in well water) use 
1 drop of GSE in an 8oz water cup.  Daily use is safe 
and a probiotic can be used if you are concerned 
about maintaining healthy intestinal flora.  

12. To boost the cleaning power of dishwasher deter-
gent for bird dishes, add 15 to 30 drops of GSE to 
the dishwasher along with detergent.  

13. To disinfect towels and cloths used for baby par-
rots, add 30 to 50 drops of GSE to the wash  cycle, 
or 10 to 15 drops of GSE to the final rinse to ensure 
that the laundry is free of fungi and bacteria.  

14. To disinfect carpet in bird rooms, add 10 to 15 
drops of GSE per gallon of water to the reservoir of 
the carpet -cleaning machine.  

 
Grapefruit Seed Extracts can be found at a health food 

BIRDS LIVE HERE  
If you don't want to be greeted  

with beaks, feathers, and wings,  
Don't come inside because birds live here.  

If you don't think you can handle  
loud noises and screams,  

Don't come inside because birds live here.  
If you don't like the feel of birdie  

claws on your arm,  
Don't come inside because birds live here.  

If you don't want to step over these  
scattered 'round toys,  

Don't come inside because birds live here.  
If you don't want to have poop on your  

hands or your clothes,  
Don't come inside because birds live here.  

If you think a home should sweetly  
smell of perfume,  

Don't come inside because birds live here.  
But if you don't mind all this,  

you'll be instantly loved when you come inside,  
because birds live here.  
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GRAPEFRUIT SEED EXTRACT (GSE) FOR BIRDS  
 

     Grapefruit Seed Extracts is used by a growing number 
of aviculturists, pet bird owners, and veterinarians.  It is 
a natural, safe and non -toxic disinfectant and cleaner as 
well as a preventive against disease -causing pathogens.  
Grapefruit seed extract is effective at combating hun-
dreds of pathogens that adversely affect birds, including 
parasites, bacteria, virus and various fungi.  GSE is used 
to disinfect food and water, to prevent mold growth on 
home -grown sprouts, to clean cages, aviaries and homes - 
all without harming the birds or the environment.  

  Here are some uses of GSE for birdkeepers:  
 

1. To disinfect surfaces and items in the aviary and 
nursery such as brooders, incubators, cages, and car-
riers.  Make an all purpose cleaner by adding 30 to 60 
drops of GSE to a 32 ounce pump spray bottle filled 
with water.  

2.  To disinfect wood surfaces like cutting boards and 
perches, apply a few drops of GSE to the cleaned 
wood while still wet.  Let stand for half an hour be-
fore rinsing.  

3.  To clean formula from baby parrots’ faces and feath-
ers after syringe feedings add a few drops of GSE to a 
bowl of warm water to wet the cleaning cloth.   It kills 
bacteria and gets the skin and feathers squeaky clean.  

4.  To sterilize syringes, pipettes, spoons and other 
handfeeding utensils, make a solution of 15 to 30 
drops of GSE per pint of water.  Soak between feed-
ings.  

5. To make your own antibacterial soap for the nursery 
and kitchen, add 10 to 15 drops of GSE to an 8 oz. 
Pump dispenser of handsoap.  

6.  To make a disinfectant soak for produce, add 10 to 15 
drops of GSE per gallon of water and submerge the 
fruits and vegetables for 15 to 30 seconds.  

7. To make a disinfectant spray for produce, add 20 or 
more drops to a quart spray bottle and spray on fruits 
and vegetables.  

8.  To prevent the growth of algae and mold in incuba-
tors and humidifiers, add 3 or 4 drops of GSE per gal-
lon to the water reservoir.  

9.  To purify water, add 10 drops of GSE per gallon of wa-
ter and stir vigorously.  It is more effective that io-
dine.  
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Board Meeting Minutes August 12, 2009  
       
     In attendance: Ramona Smith, Fred Smith, Wanda 
Joyce, Richard Joyce and Valerie Kane.  
     Ramona called the meeting to order at the Denny’s in 
Davenport at 7:30 P. M.  A donation in memory of      
Richard Pearson was sent to the Good Shepherd Hospice.  
     Our deepest sympathies go out to Tom Fisher whose 
wife Sandy passed away in November of 2008.  Tom is a 
long time member of our club and was unable to attend 
meetings due to the health of his wife and frequent trips 
to California to help his mother -in -law.  
     The VFW rent is due for three months July, August, & 
September.  Treasurer Wanda Joyce will co-ordinate 
with May Rudd as to where the check is to be sent now 
that we no longer can give it to Richard Pearson as our 
VFW member.  Having said that we also need to hind a 
replacement member to join the VFW or if a club mem-
ber does belong to the VFW post have them join the Au-
burndale location.  
     Bob Cooper of B & B Aviaries died of a massive heart 
attack after hip replacement surgery.  They always had a 
booth at our Expo.  They are members of the Hernando 
Bird Club.  Our condolences go out  to his wife Bunny.  
     Some monies were used from the Disaster Relief Fund 
to buy feed for Richard Pearson’s birds.  
     Wanda gave the treasurer’s report.  
     October is our BBQ month and Richard Joyce asked if 
we are still going to have it and would everyone like a 
change from Peebles.  It was suggested that our Expo 
food vendor be contacted about supplying the BBQ.  First 
we would like a quote for chicken, pork, and ribs and 
other sundry items (coleslaw, beans, potato salad) to be 
supplied.  Richard Joyce said he could even supply the 
beans.  
     Discussion for our annual donations to the various or-
ganizations will be put before the membership at the Au-
gust meeting.  
     A replacement is needed for the FFA as a voting mem-
ber to replace Richard Pearson.  
     Valerie Kane reported that Jeanne Ackerman sent her 
a card to be read at the General Membership concerning 
Richard Pearson who had been a good friend and bird 
advisor to Jeanne.  
     There being no further business, the meeting was ad-
journed at 8:15 p.m.  
Submitted By: Valerie Kane for Sherry Rigdon who was on vacation . 
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Acquaint Your  Pet Bird With Pound Cake  

     It is wise to offer pound cake to caged birds of all sizes 
and get them accustomed to eating it. Why you may ask? 
Because once your bird begins to accept pound cake, cer-
tain liquid medications can be soaked into the cake if 
necessary. This makes administration of medication 
much easier in most cases.  Also, it is much better way of 
ascertaining how much medication your bird actually 
ingested.  
 
     Medications in the water can be hard to determine if 
and how much was taken. And forcing a bird a medicines 
orally can be quite taxing and stressful for both the bird 
and the owner.  
 
     This is not to say that you should make pound cake 
available to your bird constantly. It should be regarded 
as a treat and given only 2-3 times a week in small quan-
tities because of its high cholesterol content which if 
regularly given can result in additional health concerns. 
As the old saying goes - everything in moderation.  
 
                                             VITAMIN A 
 
     Also, as another precautionary measure, Vitamin A 
must be readily available in the diet and consumed in 
adequate quantities by caged birds to maintain healthy 
eyes, skin, feathers, and linings of their gastrointestinal, 
respiratory and reproductive tracts.  
 
     Amazon parrots seem to have the most trouble with 
vitamin A deficiency. Foods rich in vitamin A include cod 
liver oil, cooked liver, egg yolk, apricots, corn, carrots, 
squash, sweet potatoes, broccoli, spinach and parsley. 
Seeds are notoriously deficient in vitamin A and high in 
fat. Remember, to avoid avocados which can pose severe 
health problems to birds    

Bird Flu vs. Swine Flu  
 

What is the difference between bird flu and swine flu?  
 
For bird flu you need tweetment and for swine flu you 
need oinkment.  Page 17 

Happy Birthday  
To Everyone  

With a Birthday  
In September  

 

FIND POLLY’S PEANUT 
       
 Polly Parrot has lost her peanut.  
One like the one pictured  ( but 
could be much smaller) is hidden 
somewhere in our newsletter. 
      If you find it, on a piece of 
paper put your name and “I 
found the peanut on page____” 
and bring to club meeting. 
     We will draw from those 
names for a small prize. 

 
HAPPY HUNTING  

Millet: Stress Relief the Natural Way 
 

Drs. Foster & Smith Educational Staff  

Place a fresh millet spray in any birdcage, and 
take delight watching your bird devour the 
seeds. But millet is also nutritious - it's one of 
the most beneficial seeds you can offer your 
bird. It aids digestion, provides quality pro-
tein, and helps ease molting and breeding 
stress. 

One of the better carbohydrates for birds, mil-
let is highly digestible. Many grains acidify in 
the stomach, but millet is highly alkaline to 
counteract acids and digest more easily. It is 
also an excellent source of protein, with one of 
the highest amino acid profiles of all the cereal 
grains. 

Low-fat millet supplies Vitamins B1, B2, B3, B6, folate, and vita-
min K, as well as the minerals calcium, magnesium, phosphorus, 
copper, zinc, manganese, iron, and potassium. And because millet 
has a high concentration of B vitamins, it's also a natural stress-
reliever for your bird. It's great for breeding and molting, a weekly 
treat, or in small quantities during weaning. 
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A lifetime of good nutrition starts with feeding your bird a 
balanced diet with all the essential nutrients he needs every 
day. Right from the start, you'll see that good nutrition 

really works.           ZuPreem 

Right from the 
start:  

KNOWLEDGE KORNER  

IMPERIAL BIRD CLUB TRIVIA  
 

Who was President of IBC in  
2001? 

 
Ans. On  Page 24 
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Plants As Air Cleaners  

Below is a listing of various safe plants that will rid your 
home or office of not only carbon dioxide but also 1 or 
more of 3 other toxins.  

Benzene: found in gasoline, inks, oils, paints, plastics, 
rubber, dyes, detergents and pharmaceuticals.   Plants 
that will rid this toxin are:  

African daisy                                              bamboo plant  

corn plant                                                    chrysanthemum  

dracena Janet Craig                                dracena warnecki  

snake plant                                                  spider plant  

Formaldehyde: found in particle board, plywood, foam 
insulation, grocery bags, room deodorizers, waxed pa-
per, facial tissues, paper towels and permanent press 
fabrics.   Plants that will rid this toxin are:  

Aloe Vera                                                       bamboo plant  

date palm                                                       snake plant  

 

Trichloroethylene (TCE): found in dry cleaning chemi-
cals, printing inks, paints, lacquers, varnishes and adhe-
sives.  Plants that will rid this toxin are:  

dracena warnecki                                pothos  
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Zoo Animals Baffled By Solar Eclipse  

HANGZHOU, July 22 (Xinhua) --  When thousands of 
people thronged outdoors for the longest total solar 
eclipse of the 21st century, animals at the zoo in east 
China's Hangzhou City also reacted, quickly and con-

fusedly.  

     Two Indian elephants, each at five tonnes, seemed 
to know nothing that solar eclipse occurs when the 
moon comes between the earth and the sun blocking 
the sun rays. When the sun became invisible at about 
9:35 a.m., the elephants dropped the grass on their 
trunks and returned to their dorms without hesita-
tion.  

    Three giraffe gathered at a corner when darkness 
fell. They stood still and looked around. Two minutes 
later, two giraffes returned to their homes while an-
other stayed outside, still wondering about the phe-
nomenon.  

    Monkeys became the noisiest group at the zoo. The 
monkeys who usually frolic on mountain retreated to 
their caves. Two lemurs could not stop crying in the 
caves as they did at night.  

    The shadow of the moon disoriented birds whose 
body clock and direction depend on the sun. Red -
crowned cranes and flamingoes that had been wander-
ing or drinking water suddenly fell asleep during the 
brief blackout of eclipse. But when the sun rays came 
out again several minutes later, the birds emerged 
from their cages and started the life of another "day."  

    The solar eclipse was a first for most of the animals 
at the zoo. Birds and elephants are more sensitive to 
sun rays and showed more of a reaction than tigers, 
lions, leopard and pandas, said Jiang Zhi, a zookeeper.  

    But as the eclipse did not last long, all the animals at 
the zoo quickly resumed their normal lives, he said.  
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301 West Maple St. 
Davenport, Florida  

SAMANTHA DIERKER * JACKIE SUMMER-
LIN 

           863-421-0827 1-888-335-1287 

      

The Hotel Tea Room & Flower Corner  
is a Tea Room that offers: 

�x�� Lunch Monday thru Friday 11:30 am to 1:00 pm.           
Reservations Requested.  

�x�� Big Parties Reservations Required. 
�x�� Tuesday night Dinner 6:00 pm Reservations re-

quired. 
�x�� Intimate Wedding,  Bridal/Baby shower, specialty 

parties & Tea parties available upon request. 
�x�� We also have a Gift Shop that offers unique gifts 

for anyone Big or Small plus a Full Service Flo-
rist.  

�x�� Our Flower Shop can accommodate any of your 
flower needs. We deliver to all surrounding Com-
munities. Our Flower Shop hours are Monday thru 
Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm. 

 
 
 
 
                                                    04-2010 

 

       The Hotel 
Tea Room & Flower Corner 

Flowers * Gifts * Collectibles 
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