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     The Imperial Bird Club 
meets the third Thursday of 
each month at the VFW Hall 
of Auburndale, 241 Lake Ave. 
East, Auburndale.  Doors 
open at 7:00 p.m. and the 
meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.  
The Board Meeting is held 
the second Tuesday of the 
month.  The location of the 
Board Meeting is Denny’s in 
Haines City at the I -4 Exit 
and starts at 7:00 p.m.  All 
club members are welcome to  
attend and all board mem-
bers are required to attend 
the Board Meetings.  Contact 
Ramona Smith, President for 
more information.  

Club Objectives 
1. To ensure the preser-

vation and propaga-
tion of non-native 
cage birds in the 
United States. 

2. To further the Science 
of Aviculture.  

3. To exchange the 
knowledge, informa-
tion, and          experi-
ences related to cage 
birds.  

4. To educate the general 
public on Avian mat-
ters. 

Club Raffle Table 
The Club raffle table is to-
tally member supported.  
If you win a prize, at the 
next meeting, bring a prize 
of equal value for the ta-
ble.  Of course, you can 
always bring something 
for the raffle table.  Every-
body is happy if they win a 
little something and as we 
all contribute it will con-
tinue   spreading  happi-
ness among our  member-
ship. 

The opinions expressed 
in the Birdy Gazette are 
not necessarily those of 
the Imperial Bird Club 
or the editorial staff.  
The Imperial Bird Club 
and its staff assume no 
responsibility for claims 
of our advertisers or for 
the quality of goods or 
services the advertisers 
provide.  We regret if 
mistakes are made, how-
ever IBC is responsible 
only for corrections of 
errors. 
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Page 4 

Golden Wings 

Macaws—Cockatoo’s—Amazons—Hyacinth’s 
Rose Breasted—-Golden Conures 

Major Mitchell Cockatoo’s 

Fred & Ramona Smith 
Www.goldenwingsproducts.com 

 

863-858-6739 
fredsmith@wildblue.net 

Lakeland, Florida  

Front cover:  Blue-Crowned Conure 

 
Meeting date is October 15, 2009 

 
 

Our speaker for the month  
Will be:  

 
Melanie Allen  

 
Doors open at 7:00 p.m.  

Meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.  
 
 
 

SEE YOU THERE!  
VFW Hall —241 Lake Ave. East  

Auburndale, Fl.  
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Bird Club Officers  
 
President  - Ramona Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Vice President - Debra Bernard 863 -293 -7541 
Treasurer - Wanda Joyce -863 -676 -0091  
Secretary -Sherry Rigdon -407 -365 -2986  
Director -Richard Joyce -863 -676 -0091  
Director -Jess Poyser -863 -439 -3096  
Director -Valerie Kane -863 -439 -5199  
Director -Elaine Gray -863 -439 -3096  
AFA Regional Director -Florida, Puerto Rico,  
Virgin Islands -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
 

IBC Committees  
Expo  Chairman —Debra Bernard 863 -293 -7541 
Librarian -Gloria Boughton & Lois Wygonik  
Historian -Rebecca Kline -863 -450 -6772  
Legislation -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Publicity -Rich Long -863 -646 -7776 
Food Chair -Valerie Kane -863 -439 -5199  
Hospitality -Jess Poyser & Elaine Gray  
Parliamentarian -Eric Kline -863 -450 -6772  

Club Affiliations  
AFA Reps (2) Fred Smith & Debra  
                                                           Bernard  
FFA Reps(2) Jean Pattison & Debra 
                                                            Bernard  
FFA President  Marty Dochstader  

The Imperial Bird Club will refuse to accept adver-
tising from anyone convicted of a bird related 

crime . 

Member Club Member Club 
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  IMPERIAL BIRD CLUB 
14710 BRAHMA RD. 

POLK CITY, FL. 33868-6703 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

2009 
                      

                                                    
                                                    
Name:___________________________Date________ 
Address:_________________________ 
City/State/Zip____________________ 
Phone:(     )_______________________ 
Cell #:___________________________ 
E-Mail Address:___________________ 
Are you a breeder or pet owner?
__________________________ 
Topics for programs that would be of interest to 
you:______________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
Was our club recommended to you, and if so, by whom?
________________ 
 
Applicants Signature___________________________ 
 
Check correct box: 
New Membership_____________ 
Renewal Membership____________ 
Check correct box: 
Family (2 votes) $20.00______________ 
Single (1 vote) $15.00_______________ 

 
Dues are for one (1) calendar year starting January 1, of 

the year paid.  Membership must be renewed  
annually to retain club privileges. 
Come learn and have fun with us! 
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Message from your 
President   

 
     Well, here we are -another month has quickly flown by.  
Calendar says it is fall but it sure doesn’t feel like it.  I got 
some pictures the other day from friends in Indiana and 
it was so beautiful showing the changing of the trees and 
the colors of fall.  Guess that’s what I miss the most.  Fall 
was always my favorite season -just didn’t like what  
followed “Ha”.   
 
     We will be enjoying our annual BBQ this month.  The 
menu has changed so be sure to plan to come for “Good 
Eats”.  Remember to bring your dessert to share if you 
committed to bringing one at the last meeting.  Contact 
members that haven’t been at meetings in a while.  Let 
them know you have been missing them, don’t say “Oh, 
so and so will do it” be a part of this exciting club and 
participate.  
 
     We will be voting to narrow down our Donation nomi-
nees at this meeting also.  
 
     Melanie Allen will give a presentation on the upcoming 
“Hari “ (Hagen) Seminar this month.  She will extend an 
invitation to all.  
 
     Best Wishes to everyone.  
 

See you Thursday, October 15th, 2009.  
                    
 

                     Ramona Smith 
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Blue Crowned Conure (Parakeet)  

   The Blue-crowned Parakeet is one of the larger birds in the genus 
Aratinga  measuring approximately 37 cm (14.5 inches) in length 
and weighing between 140 and 190 grams (4.9 - 6.7 ounces). Blue-
crowns have many features common to the Aratinga' s, including 
green plumage, long, tapered tails, horn and black-colored beaks, 
and featherless eye (periophthalmic) rings. 

   Blue-crowns are predominantly green, with dull blue coloring on 
the forehead, crown, cheeks, and ears in the nominate, but less 
blue in other subspecies. It has a ring of white featherless skin 
around each eye. The breast feathers may also be tinged with blue, 
though they are more commonly green to yellow-green. Closed 
wing coloring matches that of the body while extended wings show 
blue-brown, becoming chestnut on the outer flight feathers. The 
tail feathers are green on top, maroon to red-brown on the under-
side, iridescing to bright orange and scarlet under full -spectrum 
light. Legs are pink -brown with grey-brown claws. The upper man-
dible is horn -colored, tapering to a needle-sharp, grey-black tip. In 
the southern and western nominate and subspecies neumanni , the 
lower mandible is horn -colored in juveniles, fading to grey-black 
by the bird's second year. The remaining eastern, central and 
northern subspecies retain the horn -colored lower mandible 
throughout adulthood.  

Breeding  
   The Blue-crowned Parakeet's nest is a hole in a tree. The eggs are 
white and there are usually three to four in a clutch. The female 
incubates the eggs for 26 days, and the chicks fledge from the nest 
about 52 days after hatching. 

Aviculture  

   Blue-crowned Parakeets are generally called Blue-crowned Con-
ures in aviculture . They are social birds and are relatively poor 
talkers,[1]  although better than most Aratinga' s. They have become 
quite popular as pets, with a reputation as one of the "easier" par-
rots to care for. However, they are also intelligent, high-energy 
birds that require a lot of attention and a cage with ample room 
and toys. They can also be quite loud at times. Consequently, they 
are more appropriate companions for serious bird enthusiasts 
rather than the casual birdkeeper. 
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Brittany Spears Buys Not One, But Two        
Parakeets  

By Helena Sung  

   When you're Britney Spears, even the mundane act of buying a 
pair of pet birds is enough to whip the paparazzi into a frenzy. 
Only Paw Nation has all the details on the parakeet purchase, in-
cluding the news that it was not just one parakeet that Spears 
bought, but two!  
 
   It was just another day at work for Brieanne Kirby, manager of 
the California Pet Center in Woodland Hills, California, when 
Spears walked into the store last week and things took a surreal 
turn. "I didn't even notice her at first," Kirby tells Paw Nation. 
"She was wearing sunglasses and had her hair in a bun." But a mob 
of paparazzi soon surrounded the pet shop, prompting Spears' se-
curity guard to ask Kirby to lock the doors. "I have never seen so 
many paparazzi in my life," says Kirby, saying that the police 
showed up to control the crowd.  
 
   "She's a nice, sweet lady," Kirby, 22, says of the famous singer. 
"She asked me which type of bird would be best for a family with 
kids." Kirby walked with Spears around the store, pointing out dif-
ferent birds, from African Grey Parrots to Cockatoos. "She asked 
me lots of questions about how to care for the birds, which I was 
happy about," says Kirby.  
 
   As paparazzi clamored for photographs through the store's glass 
front, Spears picked out two parakeets that she "fell in love with" -- 
a yellow and blue parakeet, and a second with pretty feathers in a 
shade of sky blue turquoise.  
 
   "Parakeets are ideal for new bird owners and families with chil-
dren because they're easy to care for and their beaks are much 
smaller compared to other birds," says Kirby, adding that para-
keets do better when they have a fellow parakeet to hang out with. 
"They have their own little chirps," Kirby says.  
 
   Spears bought the parakeets for $19.99 each, as well as a large, 
roomy cage, toys and food. "We recommend parakeets stay on a 
pellet diet and avoid seeds," says Kirby, explaining that seeds are 
fattening. "Every couple of days, you can treat your parakeet to bits 
of vegetables, boiled pasta or fresh fruits -- anything but citrus," 
she says. "Their cages should be cleaned out once a week." 
Cont. on P. 20 
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MEMBER ADS  
 
FOR SALE: Gouldian Finches -(female) - $45.00 each -Call 
May Rudd @ 863 -967 -4003  
 
WANTED:  Brown -headed Poicephalis hen breeder.  Call 
Jean Pattison @ 863 -686 -4532.  
 
Get your Hagen Prime vitamins from Golden Wings 
Products -call –  863 -858 -6739  
 
FOR SALE: Jenday Conure Pairs -$400.00 a pr.  
Call Ross Pittman 850 -206 -2034  
 
FOR SALE: various sizes of cages -for sizes and prices call 
Elaine Gray @ 863 -439 -3096  
 
FOR SALE: Various baby birds and also some breeder 
bird pairs.   Must sell due to health reasons.  Contact 
Steve Iorio at 863 -425 -2435.  
 
FOR SALE: Blue & Gold Macaw babies, handfed, sweet –  
various ages-Call Fred & Ramona Smith @ 863 -858 -6739.  

 
The one that didn’t get 

away.  
 

Guess who caught this.  
 

When will the fish fry be? 
 

Um     Um.  

Cont. from P 21 

   Purchase complete, Kirby escorted Spears and her security guard 
to the store's back door so they could leave. "It's a heavy wooden 
door, so I couldn't see outside until I opened the door," recalls 
Kirby. "As soon as I unlocked the door, there were flashbulbs pop-
ping and paparazzi were yelling [Spears'] name. An hour after she 
left, there were still paparazzi inside the store taking pictures."  
 
   Kirby doesn't know what Spears decided to name her two new 
parakeets, but is sure they found a good home.  
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Popular culture  
   The most famous fictional Blue-crowned Conure is the title char-
acter in the 1998 movie Paulie. The movie used 14 birds to play the 
role of the talking parrot and caused a surge in the popularity of 
Blue-crowned Conures as pets. 

   A Blue-crowned Conure also played a prominent role in the 
documentary The Wild Parrots of Telegraph Hill . The movie 
spends much of its time following Connor, a lonely Blue-crown 
Conure in a mixed flock of Cherry-headed and Mitred Conures. 

Aratinga  
   Latin for "little macaw," (ara - macaw, tinga - diminutive) the 
Aratinga  conures generally seem to have a more mischievous per-
sonality than the real little macaws or Mini -Macaws. Popular as 
pets, the Aratinga  conures are generally larger with brighter 
plumage and are generally the noisier, more outgoing, more de-
manding of the two primary conure genera. 

Donation Nominees   -  cont. from P 11 
 

   Nominated by Eric & Rebecca Kline -woman who 
helped with an injured Red -tailed Hawk found on their 
property.  At time of publishing they were unable to get 
any further information on her.  
 

Fauna Link  
   Nominated by Joe Rigdon.  

 
   We will be voting for 4 nominees  for donation   

distribution at November meeting.  
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Our Raffle Table  
For September  ‘09  

Made a total of  
$95.00  

 
Remember to bring items for  

October table  

FEATHERS —FEATHERS  
     
     Feathers, feathers who’s got feathers?   
 

Rebecca Kline has offered to temporarily  
take over this club fund raiser.  Please con-

tinue to bring  your feathers to the club meet-
ings —give them to Rebecca -and she will put 

them on Ebay.    Thanks for all your              
participation  

                  
 
 
 
 

In Memory  of  
 

Richard A. Pearson  
 

Oct. 14,1943  
July 18, 2009 
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                    2010 AFA Baby Bird Calendar 
Available now on the AFA Website.  Order yours while sup-
ply lasts.  Discounts available for quantity purchases, contact 
the office for orders of ten or more calendars. 
  
                           CITES Pin Number 25 
CITES Pin number 25, the Blue-eyed Cockatoo, is now 
available.  Order yours today and keep your sets complete. 
All CITES pins can be purchased online at www.afabirds.org 
and follow the links to the store.  
 The AFA makes comment to the United States Fish and 

Wildlife Service 
   In response to a lawsuit brought upon them by FOA 
(Friends of Animals), the USFWS issued a call for public 
comment pertaining to the science and commercial data on 
14 parrot species being proposed for listing under the United 
States Endangered Species Act (ESA). Your American Fed-
eration of Aviculture, Inc. responded by forming an ad hoc 
committee to research and create our official position. A fa-
miliar face from the past, Gary Lilienthal, Esquire, came 
back onboard as a consultant to the President to assist in this 
important legislative response. Our own Legislative Vice 
President, Genny Wall, Esquire, formed a team including 
Janice Boyd Ph.D, Conservation Committee Chair, Brent 
Gattis, State Coordinator for District of Columbia, Fred 
Smith, Regional Director, Florida and Puerto Rico, and Rick 
Jordan, AFA CITES Committee Chair. Together the team 
crafted a logical and scientific response to the USFWS re-
questing that these 14 species of Psittacines not be listed un-
der the act due to potential disruption of aviculture here in 
the United States where importation of these species is al-
ready prohibited. To read the full text of AFA’s response, go 
to the following webpage, then look under submitter’s name: 
Hawley (submit ted for the AFA).  http:/ /
www.regulations.gov/search/Regs/home.html#docketDetail?
R=FWS-R9-IA-2009-0016 
  

AFA Board of Directors Quarterly Meeting 
November 6-7, 2009, Houston, TX 
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        AFA Raffle Committee 2010 Convention 
The 2010 AFA Convention raffle committee is accepting 
donations for the silent auction, daily raffles, and three-day 
raffles. Anyone wanting to donate merchandise for these im-
portant fund raising events please contact Nora Schmidt 
(nora@sdi.net) or Pat Chinnici (Lorolover@yahoo.com).  
      Two Exciting Conferences in the Canary Islands 
The Loro Parque Foundation International Parrot Confer-
ences are held every four years. Attendees from around the 
world will experience seasoned speakers on such subjects as 
breeding, keeping, and conservation of parrots. Convention 
attendees have a three day access to the world’s largest par-
rot exhibit, Loro Parque. Dates for the upcoming conference 
are September 20-22, 2010. For more information contact 
Janice Boyd (jboyd46@charter.net).  
          2009 Avian Research Grants Program 
      AFA Helps Avian Research and Conservation 
In 2009, the AFA is soliciting contributions from members 
and friends to provide grants to the following avian conser-
vation projects: 
1. Red-fronted Macaw Conservation Project (Asociación 
Armonía, Bolivia) 
2. Project Abbotti – Conservation of the recently re-
discovered Abbott’s Cockatoo (Indonesian Parrot Project/ 
Project Birdwatch) 
Go to afabirds.org to learn more and help with these impor-
tant causes. 
                   Convention Sponsors Needed: 
It is time to start making those commitments for the sponsor-
ship of coffee breaks, banquet tables, and other things for our 
2010 convention. Please contact Jamie Whittaker for more 
details. Bjwbird1@earthlink.net.  
              AFA Store Online: www.afabirds.org 
         AFA Watchbird Journal Back Issues Available 
Many back issues of the AFA Watchbird Journal are avail-
able in the AFA Store.  Complete your library now while 
they are still available! 
http://afabirds.org/AFA_Store/index.shtml 
                                                                       Cont. on P. 19 Page 9 

9/17/2009  General Meeting Minutes  
 
   Ramona called the meeting to order and drew the 
peanut winner.   The peanut was on page 6 and the 
winner was Marty.  
 
   Ramona welcomed Jess and Elaine back from va-
cation.  She also welcomed Jean Pattison and ad-
vised that Jean has agreed to serve out the remain-
der of the year as our delegate to FFA.  
 
   Ramona received letter in the mail from Phyllis 
Martin at Fauna Link acknowledging a donation in 
memory of Richard Pearson.  
 
   October is barbecue month.  The food vendor from 
the expo has agreed to provide the food which will 
include pulled pork, chicken, baked beans, potato 
salad, cole slaw. Club members will be asked to pay 
$4 each and the club will pay the rest.  Various 
members have also volunteered to bring desserts.  
 
   It is time to nominate officers again.  The nominat-
ing committee will be Rebecca Kline, Joe Rigdon, 
Richard Joyce, and Jesse Poyser.  Let a member of 
the nominating committee know if you are inter-
ested in serving the club.  
 
   Ramona asked for nominations for organizations 
to donate to this year.  The board agreed to earmark 
$2000 for these donations.  Richard Joyce recom-
mended that we donate to Avian Biotech and Texas 
A&M again this year because they are doing great 
things for birds.  Wanda Joyce recommended that 
we again honor AFA with a donation and put a plug 
in for our club.  Eric Kline asked if we could per-
haps sponsor the program so that our club would 
get to take credit for it.  Ramona stated that what-
ever we do, we will get credit for.  Fred displayed 
the program that was used at the convention this 
year.  
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   Jean suggested the South Africa Cape Parrot Con-
servation program but also stated that any money 
that goes to them has to go through the World Par-
rot Trust.  She will do further research and provide 
details to Ramona.  
 
   Joe suggested a donation to Fauna Link.  Someone 
asked what Fauna Link was and Ramona explained.  
Rebecca suggested that we put bios for all the 
choices in next month's newsletter and we will vote 
on the recipients in October.  Then we will vote on 
the distribution of funds in November.  
 
   Ramona stated that the secretary's report was in 
the newsletter.  Val motioned that the minutes be 
accepted as written.  Elaine seconded.  The mem-
bership voted and the motion passed.  
 
   Wanda gave the treasurer's report.  There were no 
questions or discussion.  
 
   Valerie thanked Rebecca and Marty for the des-
serts tonight.  
 
   Richard Joyce stated that if anyone wants to vol-
unteer to run for an office, please call someone on 
the nominating committee.  
 
   Jean stated that Polk County is putting together an 
animal control ordinance, in conjunction with the 
Sheriff's Office, the SPCA, and the Humane Society.  
It says that animal control has authority over all 
animals except those under the authority of Florida 
Fish and Wildlife.  This means that they should not 
be taking birds or other exotics.  Jean will be at-
tending the meetings in Bartow to represent our in-
terests.  She will be calling on club members for 
support as needed.  
 
   There being no further business, the business por-
tion of the meeting was adjourned at 830: PM.  
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AFA IN BRIEF  October 2009  Editor - Carol Lee 
 Join Us August 4-7, 2010 in St. Petersburg, Florida for the 
36th Annual AFA Convention – Next year’s theme is:  
                           The Magic of Birds! 
Hilton St. Petersburg – Bayfront, 333 First Street South, St. 
Petersburg, Florida 
 Early Bird Registration for the 2010 AFA Annual Con-
vention: To guarantee your convention price at the 2009 rate, 
Contact Jamie Whittaker (bjwbird1@earthlink.net) at Con-
vention Coordinator, or fill out an application available 
online at www.afabirds.org and submit it with the required 
$75.00 early bird deposit. 
 American Federation of Aviculture, Inc 
36th Annual Convention - 2010 CALL FOR PAPERS 
   We invite you to submit a proposal to present a paper at 
our annual AFA convention. Proposals should be submitted 
in the form of an abstract, accompanied by a brief biographi-
cal sketch identifying the author’s experience with the topic 
to be presented and other relevant information. Please con-
sider submitting multiple abstracts as you may have the op-
portunity to give more than one presentation. 
* Abstracts will be accepted through February 15, 2010. 
* AFA will provide a complimentary convention registration 
package and one banquet ticket to each confirmed speaker. 
For complete details, see 2010 Call for Papers at 
www.afabirds.org 
 DVD Videos of Selected Presentations from the 2009                   
AFA Convention in Houston, TX.  
Need to beef up that Bird Club Library with educational ma-
terials? Just want to review a topic presented at the 2009 
AFA Convention? Selected videos of presentations from our 
2009 Convention are now available on DVD from the AFA 
Business Office. The price is $15.00 each or two for $25.00 
plus postage. Get the whole set today. For ordering instruc-
tions go to: http://afa-videos.homestead.com/ You can print 
the .pdf order from this page and send it to the AFA office, 
or call us today with your credit card number and order your 
educational videos today! Proceeds help the AFA Conserva-
tion and Research fund.                     Cont. on P. 18 
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Is It a Cinnamon or a “Pineapple” ? 
 

   Marcy Covault -2005  
 

     A cinnamon -yellowsided, or “pineapple,” is a visual 
color manifestation resulting from a combination of 
color genes which then exhibits characteristic colors of 
both cinnamon and yellowsided.  When compared to a 
cinnamon, a pineapple should have extra red and yellow 
(particularly notable under the wings), and sometimes 
there will be “epaulets” of red and yellow on the upper 
bend of the wing.  In a cinnamon. The yellow will have a 
lime green cast to it (check under full spectrum light), 
whereas the pineapple’s yellow will be bright with no 
lime green cast.  The cinnamon will not have reddish or-
ange around the lower mandible feathers, but the pine-
apple usually will, and in addition, will have some red 
above the cere.  The pineapple’s tail will also be teletale 
of the yellow -sided influence, so that if you look at the tail 
feathers from above, you will see a slight “halo” of lighter 
color around the tips of the feathers (particularly notice-
able in young birds).  This also gives the tail an almost 
translucent red tinge.  The cinnamon color will be more 
muted and will not have that “halo”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     This article is referring to Cinnamon or Pineapple  
conures.  

Cinnamon on 
the left and 

Pineapple on 
the right.  
To view in 

color go to the 
club’s website 

and look at 
Birdy Gazette 

on  line for 
October . 
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IBC Bird Club Board Meeting 9/15/2009  
 
   In attendance: Ramona Smith,  Fred Smith,  Rich-
ard Joyce, Wanda Joyce, Joe Rigdon, Sherry 
Rigdon, Valerie Kane, Jess Poyser, Elaine Gray.  
 
 
   Ramona called the meeting to order at the Denny’s 
in Haines City at 7:30 PM.    She stated that Congo 
Express is having a show in November in our time 
slot.  She posted it on the site with a disclaimer that 
it is not the IBC show.  
 
   We need to decide upon how much we want to use 
for donation money this year.  Last year we donated 
$1500.  Ramona asked for thoughts from the board.  
Club members will vote on how the total will be di-
vided.  The board needs to decide on the total 
amount.  The board decided that the total would be 
$2000 divided among four organizations.  Fred 
stated that if AFA is one of the organizations se-
lected, he would like to hold the donation until the 
AFA convention next year to support convention 
projects, speakers, etc. The board agreed with his 
idea.  
 
   The barbecue is next month.  The vendor from our 
Expo in April will do chicken quarters, pulled pork, 
cole slaw, baked beans and potato salad for 50 peo-
ple for $375.  We will collect $4 per person from the 
membership and the club will pay the difference.  
The board agreed.  We need to ask for volunteers 
for desserts.  
 
   Wanda gave the treasurer's report.  
 
   Valerie brought up the question of nominations 
for board of directors and officers.  Ramona put in 
the newsletter to let someone know if they are inter-
ested in a position.  
 
   There being no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:00 PM.  
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DONATION NOMINEES 
 
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF AVICULTURE (AFA) 
 
     The American  Federation of Aviculture (AFA) is a 
nonprofit national organization established  in 1974, 
whose purpose is to represent all aspects of avicul-
ture and to educate the public about keeping and 
breeding birds in captivity.  The primary goal of the 
AFA is the  education and dissemination of informa-
tion related to aviculture among pet owners, hobby-
ist,  Avicultural  societies, zoos, veterinarians, re-
search institutes, the pet industry, and government 
officials.  The AFA is concerned about the welfare and 
humane care of all birds, and they  promote the estab-
lishment of the highest standards of avian care both 
in the United States and abroad.  The AFA also sup-
ports your right to acquire, keep, breed, and sell birds 
in a  responsible manner.  The organization monitors 
proposed laws and regulations at the local, state, fed-
eral and international level that affect your future as 
an aviculturist and the well being of birds.  The AFA 
believes that aviculture is a valuable conservation 
tool and that the caring for and breeding of birds in 
captivity is an exciting and fulfilling human endeavor.  
How is this accomplished?  The AFA is primarily a 
volunteer organization.  Efforts to ensure the future 
growth & development of aviculture are totally de-
pendent upon people like YOU joining and  support-
ing  AFA.  
 

AVIAN BOITECH  
     Avian Biotech an organization developed in 1992 be-
gan work on a vaccine for PsCv, the virus that causes 
PBFD in 2004.  Several options were looked at including 
subunit recombinant protein vaccines, subunit DNA vac-
cines and oligo vaccines.  Developments led to a subunit 
recombinant protein that is currently being evaluated to 
determine it’s effectiveness at preventing an infection as 
well as possibly treating infected birds.  This model ap-
proach will also be looked at for development of addi-
tional vaccines for other disease causing organisms.  
They hope to submit this candidate vaccine to the USDA 
and APHIS soon.  
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Happy Birthday  
To Everyone  

With a Birthday  
In October  

FIND POLLY’S PEANUT 
       
 Polly Parrot has lost her peanut.  
One like the one pictured  ( but 
could be much smaller) is hidden 
somewhere in our newsletter. 
      If you find it, on a piece of 
paper put your name and “I 
found the peanut on page____” 
and bring to club meeting. 
     We will draw from those 
names for a small prize. 

 
HAPPY HUNTING  

For Your Information  
 

   Contact phone number for Debra Bernard is 
now her cell number -863 -585 -4148.  
 
   Nominating committee is: Rebecca Kline, Joe 
Rigdon,  Jess Poyser, & Richard Joyce.  Please -
EVERYONE –  be willing to serve a position if 
asked.  Our Junior members need to see the co-
operation –  they are our aviculturists of tomor-
row.  
 
  Remember to bring your desserts for the BBQ.  

Submitted By:  
Jean Pattison  

Pecan Police 
 
                                          Nests 
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A lifetime of good nutrition starts with feeding your bird a 
balanced diet with all the essential nutrients he needs every 
day. Right from the start, you'll see that good nutrition 

really works.           ZuPreem 

Right from the 
start:  

KNOWLEDGE KORNER  

 
Female blackbirds are not black 

at all. 
 

They are gray-brown gray. 
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TEXAS A & M SCHUBOT HEALTH CENTER  
 
Texas A & M is developing a new diagnostic test for 
Proventricular Dilatation Disease (PDD), a wasting -
type disease that affects many parrot species. The 
blood tests aims for a better diagnosis.  PDD is cur-
rently diagnosed clinically or by a crop biopsy.  PDD 
is an important disease to diagnose and control be-
cause it is the most significant killer of large parrots 
in captivity.  It needs to test on a lot more samples be-
fore it can be offered.  

CAPE PARROT PROJECT  
 
   Unrestricted funding coming in regularly from charita-
ble donations are fundamental to proactive conservation 
projects. For instance, right now I am trying to ensure 
the future of and maintain and experimental pecan nut 
orchard in my study area. Wild Cape Parrots flying down 
the largest river coming out of the mountains for naviga-
tion discovered this orchard in the early 1980s, thus dis-
covering a new favorite, the pecan nut. For over 25 years, 
up to 25% of the global population has been visiting this 
orchard for two months each year to feed on the nuts.    
The university wanted to tear the trees down, as the par-
rots were destroying the crop before they could harvest. 
We have negotiated that the orchard remains, but now 
need funding for a fence and landmower to tend the or-
chard and lay claim to it. Due to the intention behind 
them or fate and timing charitable donations, no matter 
what the size, tend to make a huge impact. In my Meyer's 
Parrot Project, charitable donations floated my research 
camp when we had costly vehicle problems and lots of 
bush flights. How can I help you with fundraising? You 
could give potential donors my contact details and I 
could correspond with them and provide info? Next year, 
I will be visiting the US for many overdue reasons and 
would love to set up a lecture/talk series on African par-
rots with you. Raise some serious cash for African parrot 
conservation? Maybe the recession would have turned 
around by then?  
He says they need 700 -1000, to keep the pecan orchard.  
 
(Nominations cont. on P. 5 
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Pigeon Transfers Data Faster Than  

South Africa’s Telkom  

   JOHANNESBURG (Reuters) - A South African informa-
tion technology company on Wednesday proved it was 
faster for them to transmit data with a carrier pigeon 
than to send it using Telkom , the country's leading inter-
net service provider.  

    Internet speed and connectivity in Africa's largest 
economy are poor because of a bandwidth shortage. It is 
also expensive.  

   Local news agency SAPA reported the 11-month -old pi-
geon, Winston, took one hour and eight minutes to fly the 
80 km (50 miles) from Unlimited IT's offices near Pieter-
maritzburg to the coastal city of Durban with a data card 
was strapped to his leg.  

   Including downloading, the transfer took two hours, six 
minutes and 57 seconds -- the time it took for only four 
percent of the data to be transferred using a Telkom line.  

   SAPA said Unlimited IT performed the stunt after be-
coming frustrated with slow internet transmission times.  

   The company has 11 call -centers around the country 
and regularly sends data to its other branches.  

   Telkom could not immediately be reached for com-
ment.  

   Internet speed is expected to improve once a new 
17,000 km underwater fiber optic cable linking southern 
and East Africa to other networks becomes operational 
before South Africa hosts the soccer World Cup next 
year.  

   Local service providers are currently negotiating deals 
for more bandwidth.  

(Reporting by Peroshni Govender ; Editing by Jon Hem-
ming)  
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301 West Maple St. 
Davenport, Florida  

SAMANTHA DIERKER * JACKIE SUMMER-
LIN 

           863-421-0827 1-888-335-1287 

      

The Hotel Tea Room & Flower Corner  
is a Tea Room that offers: 

�x�� Lunch Monday thru Friday 11:30 am to 1:00 pm.           
Reservations Requested.  

�x�� Big Parties Reservations Required. 
�x�� Tuesday night Dinner 6:00 pm Reservations re-

quired. 
�x�� Intimate Wedding,  Bridal/Baby shower, specialty 

parties & Tea parties available upon request. 
�x�� We also have a Gift Shop that offers unique gifts 

for anyone Big or Small plus a Full Service Flo-
rist.  

�x�� Our Flower Shop can accommodate any of your 
flower needs. We deliver to all surrounding Com-
munities. Our Flower Shop hours are Monday thru 
Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm. 

 
 
 
 
                                                    04-2010 

 

       The Hotel 
Tea Room & Flower Corner 

Flowers * Gifts * Collectibles 

 


	Page #1
	Page #2
	Page #3
	Page #4
	Page #5
	Page #6
	Page #7
	Page #8
	Page #9
	Page #10
	Page #11
	Page #12
	Page #13
	Page #14

