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     The Imperial Bird Club 
meets the third Thursday of 
each month at the VFW Hall 
of Auburndale, 241 Lake Ave. 
East, Auburndale.  Doors 
open at 7:00 p.m. and the 
meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.  
The Board Meeting is held 
the second Tuesday of the 
month.  The location of the 
Board Meeting is Denny’s in 
Haines City at the I -4 Exit 
and starts at 7:00 p.m.  All 
club members are welcome to  
attend and all board mem-
bers are required to attend 
the Board Meetings.  Contact 
Ramona Smith, President for 
more information.  

Club Objectives 
1. To ensure the preser-

vation and propaga-
tion of non-native 
cage birds in the 
United States. 

2. To further the Science 
of Aviculture.  

3. To exchange the 
knowledge, informa-
tion, and          experi-
ences related to cage 
birds.  

4. To educate the general 
public on Avian mat-
ters. 

Club Raffle Table 
The Club raffle table is to-
tally member supported.  
If you win a prize, at the 
next meeting, bring a prize 
of equal value for the ta-
ble.  Of course, you can 
always bring something 
for the raffle table.  Every-
body is happy if they win a 
little something and as we 
all contribute it will con-
tinue   spreading  happi-
ness among our  member-
ship. 

The opinions expressed 
in the Birdy Gazette are 
not necessarily those of 
the Imperial Bird Club 
or the editorial staff.  
The Imperial Bird Club 
and its staff assume no 
responsibility for claims 
of our advertisers or for 
the quality of goods or 
services the advertisers 
provide.  We regret if 
mistakes are made, how-
ever IBC is responsible 
only for corrections of 
errors. 
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To contact the Editor:  
ramonaksmith@wildblue.net  

Remember to renew your  
membership  

This could be your last newsletter if you haven’t 
renewed.  

 

Parrotnoia - Fear That Your Parrot Is Up To 
Something!  
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Golden Wings 

Macaws—Cockatoo’s—Amazons—Hyacinth’s 
Rose Breasted—-Golden Conures 

Major Mitchell Cockatoo’s 

Fred & Ramona Smith 
Www.goldenwingsproducts.com 

 

863-858-6739 
fredsmith@wildblue.net 

Lakeland, Florida 

Front cover: Pictures from Expo 2009 

 
Meeting date is May 21, 2009 

 
 

Our speaker for the month  
Will be:  

 
Jean Pattison  

“The African Queen”  
 

We will also be revealing the results of 
Expo 2009  

 
 

SEE YOU THERE!  
VFW Hall —241 Lake Ave. East  

Auburndale, Fl.  
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Bird Club Officers  
 
President  - Ramona Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Vice President - Debra Bernard 863 -293 -7541 
Treasurer - Wanda Joyce -863 -676 -0091  
Secretary -Sherry Rigdon -407 -365 -2986  
Director -Richard Joyce -863 -676 -0091  
Director -Jess Poyser -863 -422 -2028  
Director -Valerie Kane -863 -439 -5199  
Director -Elaine Gray -863 -422 -2028  
AFA Regional Director -Florida, Puerto Rico,  
Virgin Islands -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
 

IBC Committees  
Expo  Chairman —Debra Bernard 863 -293 -7541 
Librarian -Gloria Boughton & Lois Wygonik  
Historian -Rebecca Kline -863 -450 -6772  
Legislation -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Publicity -Rich Long -863 -646 -7776 
Food Chair -Valerie Kane -863 -439 -5199  
Hospitality -Jess Poyser & Elaine Gray  
Parliamentarian -Eric Kline -863 -450 -6772  

Club Affiliations  
AFA Reps (2) Fred Smith & Debra  
                                                           Bernard  
FFA Reps(2) Richard Pearson & Debra 
                                                            Bernard  
FFA President  Marty Dochstader  
 

The Imperial Bird Club will refuse to accept adver-
tising from anyone convicted of a bird related 

crime . 

Member Club Member Club 
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  IMPERIAL BIRD CLUB 
14710 BRAHMA RD. 

POLK CITY, FL. 33868-6703 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

2009 
                      

                                                    
                                                    
Name:___________________________Date________ 
Address:_________________________ 
City/State/Zip____________________ 
Phone:(     )_______________________ 
Cell #:___________________________ 
E-Mail Address:___________________ 
Are you a breeder or pet owner?
__________________________ 
Topics for programs that would be of interest to 
you:______________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
Was our club recommended to you, and if so, by whom?
________________ 
 
Applicants Signature___________________________ 
 
Check correct box: 
New Membership_____________ 
Renewal Membership____________ 
Check correct box: 
Family (2 votes) $20.00______________ 
Single (1 vote) $15.00_______________ 

 
Dues are for one (1) calendar year starting January 1, of 

the year paid.  Membership must be renewed  
annually to retain club privileges. 
Come learn and have fun with us! 
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Message from your 
President   

          I want to personally “Thank” each and 
every club member  for all your work and 
dedication to make our Expo 2009 the great 
success that it was.  
 
     I do not want to miss recognition of anyone 
so I will not mention any names but there was 
a host of members that put in many hours be-
hind the scenes to get everything organized.  
THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU.  
 
     Be sure to come to this months (May) meet-
ing to hear a report on how we did.   I’m sure 
you will be pleasantly surprised.  
 
     Go to our website to see the winner of the 
WalMart card and also visit the raffle sup-
porter page.  
   
     I will be posting Expo pictures on the web-
site and in the newsletter as soon as they are 
available to me.  
 
See You Thursday May 21st.  

              Ramona Smith 
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Inside The Nestbox of Golden Conure  
By Nancy Speed  

Conclusion  

     It was fascinating watching the hen within the confines of 
her nest box.  What did this hen do while incubating during 
daylight hours?  She was not shy about leaving the nest box, 
and did so numerous times throughout each day.  She kept in 
constant communication with her mate.  She preened her 
feathers and napped infrequently.  She (and the other incu-
bating hens I videotaped) never acted as though she was in a 
trance-like state.  Errant feathers inside the box were 
mouthed thoroughly and rearranged.  One favorite activity 
involved “popping” the inspection door by inserting the up-
per mandible into the inspection opening and pushing the 
lower mandible against the trunk of the nest box.  I consid-
ered these activities as opportunities to prevent boredom.   
 
 The eggs were “turned” by various methods.  There 
were instances in which the position of the eggs was changed 
by the hen intentionally as she remained facing in a particu-
lar direction.  There were more instances of the eggs being 
passively “turned” by a change of direction of the hen.  That 
is, if she was facing north, she would turn to the south, but 
the position of the eggs would not physically change.  Since 
a redistribution of heat surely takes place during this action, I 
consider these deliberate alterations in direction as “turning” 
of the eggs.  The position of eggs can also be changed 
through carelessness as a result of increased activity level 
inside the nest box, but I personally would not consider these 
random position changes as “turning” because they are not 
deliberate acts of the hen. 
 
 While Tangy was present in the nest box during day-
light hours, Tari continued incubation.  She also solicited 
feeding by moving her head in a backward and forward man-
ner, with one wing extended.  The male dutifully fed her, and 
much time was taken for mutual grooming.  Tangy never at-
tempted to touch or incubate the eggs.   
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        Healthy Snack Ideas  
  
                       Polly Want a Cracker?  

If the cracker is whole grain and low in sodium, go ahead 
and give it to your bird to enjoy!   The general rule of 
thumb is that snacks that are healthy for you are healthy 
for your bird.    As an added benefit, sharing your snack 
with your parrot will help to strengthen the bond between 
you.  

Some handy and healthy snacks can include:  

�x�� Chicken bones with some meat still attached  
�x�� Potatoes  
�x�� Cooked whole grain pasta  
�x�� Whole wheat toast with a smear of jam  
�x�� A Piece of granola bar  
�x�� Human baby food served warm  
�x�� Unsweetened Applesauce  
�x�� Rice Cakes  
�x�� Unsalted nuts  

A great selection of healthy parrot treats  are now com-
mercially available that have been designed with the 
health and enjoyment of your bird in mind such as:  

�x�� Birdie Breads  
�x�� Biscuits and Cakes  
�x�� Dried Fruits  (unsulfured, no sugar added)  
�x�� Dried Veggies  
�x�� Mixed Treats  
�x�� Nutri -berries  
�x�� Nuts  
�x�� Parrot Popcorn  
�x�� Treat Sticks  

A great way to provide your bird with it's favorite treats is 
to hide them in foraging devices.   This will encourage this 
instinctual behavior and stimulate them both physically 
and mentally.  
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The Winner of the  
$500.00 Walmart Card was:  

LeRoy Feagin Jr.  
Lake Wales  

 
Happy Winner 
of the handfed, 

weaned,  
Sun Conure  

          Happy Feet - All About Perches 
  
Your bird is on their feet 24/7.   In the wild, they 
have a multitude of choices of where to perch and 
can fly from branch to branch giving their feet and 
legs exercise.   In nature, parrots are also exposed 
to branches of various sizes, widths, and orienta-
tions.   The perches in your bird’s cage should 
mimic these natural conditions as much as possi-
ble.   
  
By providing the proper variety of perches in your 
bird's cage you can help to prevent foot problems 
such as arthritis, tendonitis, atrophy or pressure 
sores from developing.   
  
Several perches of varying size and texture also 
provide your bird with the opportunity to choose 
what may be most comfortable to them at any 
point during their day.  
  
Perches are available in a wide variety of natural 
and synthetic materials.   There are also many in-
teresting specialty perches available to meet an 
array of needs.   A minimum of three different 
types of perches should be in your bird's cage.    
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The night time activity of Tangy and Tari mirrored that of 
Sherbert and Saffron.  Periods of deep sleep were limited to 
less than one hour.  Each and every activity that was per-
formed during daylight hours was performed during the 
night.  An additional activity of all pairs that was recorded 
only during the night was beak grinding.  Since less time 
was spent out of the nest box, there were more instances of 
stretching legs and wings by both sexes.  The sleeping loca-
tion of Tangy fluctuated from the upper platform to an area 
near his incubating hen. 
 
 The next morning I sprang out of bed, anxious to 
learn if I could see a newly hatched chick on the monitor.  
It had not hatched.  Throughout the day, I was a little con-
cerned that Tari might be leaving the nest too much.  In one 
three hour period she was off the nest six times.  I had no 
idea if this was normal or abnormal.  It felt as if my brain 
was receiving newly learned information faster than it 
could be logically processed.  The parents-to-be were as 
calm as ever. 
 
 The first chick finally hatched before Noon.  
Through the monitor, I watched as the hen gently preened 
her chick.  For the next few hours, it looked as though she 
were practicing the motions of feeding.  The chick contin-
ued to beg as the hen called to her mate and fiddled with 
the inspection door.  She eventually left her crying neonate 
to join the male.   
      
     What can we do if inexperienced parents do not feed a 
hatchling within a definitive period of time?  If the parents 
will tolerate it, we can supplement the chick with prepared 
hand feeding formula and hope the parent birds grasp the 
idea themselves before the second or third day.  When the 
hen left the nest box, I prepared some thin formula and fed 
the chick, which alleviated the begging for a short period of 
time.  The hen returned to brood her chick. 
(Cont on P. 8) 
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Our Raffle Table  
For April  ‘09  

Made a total of  
$110.00  

 
Great job club!  

FEATHERS —FEATHERS  
     
     Feathers, feathers who’s got feathers?   
 

Rebecca Kline has offered to temporarily  
take over this club fund raiser.  Please con-

tinue to bring  your feathers to the club meet-
ings —give them to Rebecca -and she will put 

them on Ebay.    Thanks for all your participa-
tion  
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Celebrity’s Parrots  

 
 
 

�x�� Marie Antoinette - African Grey  

�x�� Casanova - Parrot loudly repeated his master's obscenities con-
cerning his last romance to all who passed along the street  

�x�� Winston Churchill - Female Blue & Gold Macaw named "Charlie"  

�x�� Grover Cleveland - Canary  

�x�� Calvin Coolidge - Canary, Mockingbird  

�x�� Bandleader, Peter Duchin owns black headed caique "Igor" and 
severe macaw "Pedro"  

�x�� Ulysses S. Grant - Parrot  

�x�� Warren G. Harding - Canary  

�x�� Rutherford Hayes - Canary  

�x�� Andrew Jackson - Pol the Parrot  

�x�� Lyndon B. Johnson - Lovebirds  

�x�� Angelina Jolie - Parrot  

�x�� John F. Kennedy - Canary, Parakeets Bluebell and Marybelle  

�x�� King Henry VIII - African Grey  

�x�� James Madison - Green Parrot  

�x�� Dolly Madison owned a parrot that was rescued from the White 
House during the War of 1812, when the burning was taking place.  

�x�� William McKinley - Parrot  

�x�� Theodore Roosevelt's Family - Hyacinth named Eli Yale kept at 
White House  

�x�� Stephen Spielberg - "Blanche", the Panama Amazon Parrot  

�x�� Elizabeth Taylor - Yellow Nape Amazon Parrot  

�x�� Martha Washington, First Lady - Polly the Parrot  (George is said to 
have hated the parrot)  

�x�� Paris Hilton - Bare Eyed Cockatoo  

�x�� Hillary Swank - African Grey named "Seuss"  

�x�� Dom DeLuise —white -bellied Caique  
 
 

Information found on www.plannedparrothood.com  website  
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MEMBER ADS  
 
Need a Spice Finch.  Call Sherry 651-6303.  
 
WANTED:  Brown -headed Poicephalis hen breeder.  Call 
Jean Pattison @ 863 -686 -4532.  
 
Get your Hagen Prime vitamins from Golden Wings 
Products -call –  863 -858 -6739  
 
FOR SALE: Jenday Conure Pairs -$400.00 a pr.  
Call Ross Pittman 850 -206 -2034  
 
FOR SALE: various sizes of cages -for sizes and prices call 
Elaine Gray @ 863 -439 -3096  
 

CALCIUM IN BREEDING BIRDS  
                                 By David Phalen  
 
     Birds have a unique system of storing calcium so that when they lay 
they will have enough to make egg shells. The long bones of the bird, 
particularly the femur and tibiotarsus, form what is called medullary 
bone prior to egg laying. Medullary bone forms on the inside of the 
cortex and the calcium that is deposited there is put down in a way 
that will allow its quick mobilization. When a bird is about to lay, she 
will produce a precursor to yolk that will help to transport this cal-
cium to the egg.  
 

     There is no doubt that some, perhaps most birds that are going to 
lay will increase their calcium intake prior to laying. This is especially 
common in budgerigars and cockatiels. This may be because they lay 
more eggs than they would in the wild with repeated clutching, or it 
may be because in the wild they would seek out higher calcium foods 
at this time and they are provided with a very high sources (cuttlebone 
and mineral block), so their instincts tell them to eat it.  

     It is clear that calcium reserves can be depleted in birds that con-
tinuously lay eggs, e. g., the single cockatiel or budgie. These birds will 
eventually develop egg binding due to weakness of the muscles of the 
oviduct.  
 
 
 NOTE: Dr. Phalen is now director of the Wildlife Health and Conser-
vation Centre at the University of Sydney in Sydney, Australia.   
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4/16/2009  General Meeting Of IBC 
 
     Ramona called the meeting to order and asked if everyone received 
their newsletter.  Membership responded that they had.  She called for 
entries for the Peanut contest.  The drawing was held and Richard Joyce 
was the winner.  The peanut was on page 9 this month. 
 
     Ramona stated that since this will be our last meeting prior to the 
expo, we need to do our final planning tonight.  She reminded everyone 
to wear their club shirt to the expo so that vendors and visitors would be 
able to identify us. 
 
     She stated that there is still time to get grand raffle tickets and urged 
members to sell as many as they can. 
 
     There was discussion last month about a new club banner.  It has been 
obtained.  Richard and Wanda were able to get a 10’ x 2’ banner with our 
logo and club name for the fence where people enter the show.  They also 
received a small one with just the logo free. 
 
     Ramona asked if members had read the secretary’s report in the news-
letter.  Jesse motioned to accept it as written and Wanda seconded it.  All 
voted in favor and the motion passed. 
 
     Wanda gave the treasurer’s report. 
 
     Ramona asked for reports from the board of directors.  Debbie Ber-
nard stated that the speaker for our May meeting will be Jeanne Pattison. 
 
     Valerie extended thanks to Marty for the dessert and Gloria for the 
Rigatoni. 
 
      Elaine asked that everyone get out the word for the expo. 
 
     Richard Joyce asked for volunteers to provide relieve to the workers 
at the expo.  Several people volunteered.  He also reminded people that 
the vendors get a maximum of 3 passes and no more. 
 
     Ramona then spoke about HR669.  She urged members to write letters 
and emails and/or make phone calls to their representatives asking them 
to vote against this bill.  There was some discussion about the bill and 
Jeanne provided a URL – www.nohr669.com – where people can go to 
vote.  The website has obtained over 10,000 no votes so far. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30. 
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     Tangy finally entered the nest box late that afternoon, the 
first time since the chick had hatched.  He appeared to be 
very excited about the chick, but the camera made him a lit-
tle apprehensive.  He and the hen were vocalizing loudly.  
They fussed over the neonate as it begged to be fed.  Shortly 
thereafter, Tari left Tangy alone with the crying chick.  He 
seemed very concerned about the chick’s constant crying and 
his inability to console it.  He called to his mate and she fi-
nally returned to the box.   
 
 From the monitor, I could see the male was attempt-
ing to feed the chick and the chick was responding properly.  
It continued to cry, and when I physically checked the chick 
l5 minutes later, it was obvious his attempts had failed.  
Sometimes I like to put words in the beaks of my parrots.  
When the male and hen seemed to be communicating ear-
nestly about the new chick, I imagined the hen asking him, 
“Well, what do we do now?”  I imagined him responding, “I 
don’t know, but whatever we did last time didn’t work.  Let 
me go ask one of the neighbors.”  At this point he left the 
box and began communicating loudly with the other Golden 
Conures in the aviary.  The male returned l0 minutes later 
and fed the hen.  He also preened the chick and continued in 
his attempts to feed it.  The chick again responded properly, 
but received no food.  I supplemented the chick again before 
going to bed. 
 
 Tangy finally succeeded in feeding this first chick.  
In his failed attempts to feed, he tried to feed as he fed the 
hen, with massive head movements.  When this continually 
proved to be unsuccessful, he by some means discovered 
how to manipulate small amounts of food with his tongue.  
In the bird kitchen, I was elated when I heard the excited 
feeding response of the chick coming from the monitor.  The 
hen watched the male closely.  After the chick was satisfied, 
it nestled peacefully under the hen.  I smiled with relief as I 
realized one more part of the chick-rearing riddle had been 
solved by this pair.   
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     When the hen would return to the box, the juvenile would 
find some other way to keep busy, and would pretend to 
have no interest in the eggs. 
     Two eggs from this clutch hatched.  Risha was an experi-
enced Mother and had no difficulty feeding her chicks.  She 
did not constantly call for her mate as Tari had called for 
Tangy.  The male did not display near the interest in his 
chicks as did Tangy.  However, the juvenile showed a great 
deal of interest in the chicks and began feeding and preening 
them when they were only a few days old.  Did this juvenile 
learn to feed from watching the hen?  I can now confirm the 
fact that juveniles remaining within the family unit of the 
Golden Conure actively assist in the rearing of subsequent 
clutches. 
     Oh, I almost forgot—Sherbert and Saffron (the only pair I 
planned to capture on video) finally did begin nesting in ear-
nest.  Unfortunately, that event did not take place until late 
June.  As of this writing the family unit of Sherbert and Saf-
fron consists of the parents, the juvenile from 2002 and three 
healthy chicks that hatched in late July.  The parents and the 
oldest juvenile spend virtually the entire day inside the nest 
box.  I have no knowledge of what is taking place inside the 
nest box because the camera was removed a week before any 
eggs were laid to record the actions of Raja and Risha.  It 
would be very interesting to see how six Golden Conures 
manage to interact within an area that measures l2” x l2”. 
     After my review of the nesting behaviors of these three 
pairs of Golden Conures, I have come to believe we commit 
a disservice to aviculture when we assume a particular be-
havior may be species specific just because one parrot or pair 
of parrots acts in a certain manner.  None of these pairs acted 
in an identicmanner that could be pegged as “species spe-
cific.”  When we think we know it all, our parrots will make 
us out to be liars, or at least humble us.   
     I envisioned my experiment in capturing the behavior of 
these parrots on video as a means of answering the many 
questions I had concerning incubation and rearing of chicks.  
I now have even more questions to which I need answers. 
The End 
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IBC Bird Club    Board Meeting 4/14/2009 
 
In attendance:  Ramona Smith, Fred Smith, Debbie Bernard, Jesse Poyser 
Elaine Gray, Richard Joyce, Wanda Joyce, Joe Rigdon, Sherry Rigdon, 
& Valerie Kline. 
     Ramona called the meeting to order at the Denny’s in Haines City at 
7:30 PM.  She reported that advertising for the Expo had been placed in 
the St. Pete Times, the Lakeland Ledger, the Orlando Sentinel, the Or-
lando Penny Saver, the NewsChief, and the Tampa Tribune.  She also 
advised that the event will be advertised on the Tiger Town marquis on 
Saturday and Sunday and will one of only two items rotating on the sign. 
     It was also reported that the Raffle Donation page on our website has 
been updated as of Thursday 4/9 with names of those who have donated 
raffle items. 
     Ramona and Debbie contacted vendors who hadn’t responded yet.  
Ramona said that two of the large seed vendors who have come in the 
past are not coming nor is the bookseller from our November show.   
They are still in the process of checking with several new vendors and 
some who haven’t been there for a long while.  They are contacting 
Jeanne Pattison about booth and vendor check in.  Joe gave Ramona a 
card from Cynthia Kulp, a parrot painter, to contact her.  All reported that 
the economy is impacting vendor participation. 
     Fred advised that we have a food vendor and will set up tables.     
Richard and Wanda indicated that they would bring tents to shade the 
tables. 
     The Boy Scouts have been contacted about assisting with set-up and 
clean up again this year. 
     Wanda and Richard displayed the banners  that were made for use at 
our Expo and also at Ammerman’s show.  One is a 10’ x 2’ with the logo 
and name that can be hung at the entrance.  The other is just the logo that 
was provided free of charge.  Jesse will take the small one home to put 
grommets in it. 
     Wanda reported that $91 of Grand Raffle tickets had been sold the 
previous Sunday at WalMart.  She said that they would be at WalMart 
again next Sunday to attempt to sell more.  Val said she would assist. 
     Wanda reported that she would make vendor tags for the show and 
needed a count.  Ramona will provide. 
     Richard Joyce encouraged members to sell more tickets and reported 
that, to date, Elaine and Jesse hold the record for most tickets sold at 100. 
     Wanda indicated that volunteers are needed for the show at the      
entrance and other locations to relieve workers periodically.  Volunteers 
will be solicited at the April general meeting. 
     Wanda gave the treasurer’s report. 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM. 
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     Two additional eggs hatched without incident over the 
next few days.  The parents fed the next two chicks as if they 
had been doing so for years. 
 
 I believe the outdated theory that parents do not feed 
at night stems from the fact that parrots in the wild do not 
forage after dark.  In captivity, parrots that are feeding chicks 
should always have food available.  During the neonate 
stage, the chicks were fed numerous times throughout each 
night.  I was relieved to learn that parent reared chicks have 
appetites equaling those of chicks hand reared from Day 1.  
While reviewing night time recordings, I was also very sur-
prised to see footage of the chicks being fed during the night 
after they were 40 days old.  At this point, however, it must 
not be assumed that every species of parrot feeds chicks at 
night once they pass the neonate stage.   
 
 The sleep patterns of this pair were very erratic the 
first few nights after hatch.  As a result, the parents napped 
during the day.  The parents also spent an inordinate amount 
of time grooming themselves and their chicks.  Much atten-
tion was given to cleaning the chicks’ beaks.  Each chick 
was thoroughly and vigorously groomed several times daily.  
The parent birds would even turn the chicks on their backs to 
clean the tummy area.   
 
 There were consistent occurrences of mutual groom-
ing at night.  During many incidents, the male would preen 
the hen while she slept.  There were times that she seemed 
oblivious to the male’s attention.  There were other times 
when she would acknowledge his presence by lifting a wing 
as he preened it, while her head remained tucked in a sleep-
ing position. 
 
 By the time the oldest chick was eight days old, Tari 
had become very adept at feeding.  The oldest chick was 
usually kept in a different place than the younger chicks, 
since it was better able to retain its body heat.  The elbow of 
the wing seemed to be a favorite spot.   
(Cont. on P. 10) 
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     Sometimes when the hen would change positions, the 
chicks would be two or three inches away from her.  They 
always scooted in the right direction to locate her.  I won-
dered if they knew how to find her because of her body heat 
radiating.  She also would use her feet to physically move 
the chicks from one side of her body to the other while they 
were being brooded. 
 
 On Day 20 at about 7:30 a.m., Tangy sounded an 
alarm call.  Inside the nest box, the hen was greatly dis-
tressed, but resisted the urge to abandon the nest.  She leaped 
off the chicks and started to climb the ladder.  After a few 
seconds she warily returned to her sleeping brood.  Pairs 
with chicks are always fed first in the morning.  From the 
background noise on the videotape it sounded as if I entered 
the aviary to give the parents fresh food.  The adults could 
also have been upset if one of the dogs was too close to the 
aviary.  
 
 While the male was out of the nest box, Tari consis-
tently listened for him and watched for him to come to the 
nest box entrance.  There were numerous instances when the 
male wanted to have contact with the chicks, but the hen 
would refuse to move.  This behavior would put him in a 
tizzy.  After several attempts to reach the chicks, he would 
finally push himself under the hen and raise her off the 
chicks to check and preen them.  Of course when the chicks 
were hungry she never challenged the male in this manner. 
 
 As the chicks grew, their appetites grew also.  By 
Day 34 their wings were well pinned, and they were very 
aware of their surroundings.  The parents began feeding from 
the vertical ladder before Day 40 to prevent being mobbed 
by their clutch.  The male and female also spent part of each 
night on the upper platform of the nest box since the chicks 
did not require as much brooding. 
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Happy Birthday  
To Everyone  

With a Birthday  
In May  

 

FIND POLLY’S PEANUT 
       
 Polly Parrot has lost her peanut.  
One like the one pictured  ( but 
could be much smaller) is hidden 
somewhere in our newsletter. 
      If you find it, on a piece of 
paper put your name and “I 
found the peanut on page____” 
and bring to club meeting. 
     We will draw from those 
names for a small prize. 

 
HAPPY HUNTING  

A Lesson from Bees  
by Arthur Gordon 

      

     I was surprised when our friend Charlie joined our prayer group. 
Charlie wasn't a joiner. So the next time I saw him I asked him about it. 

"Well," said Charlie, "I had problems and I was praying about them, but I 
didn't seem to be getting anywhere. Then one day I read an article about 
bees. When it gets too hot in a hive, a group of worker bees all face in 
one direction, anchor themselves to the floor, and fan their wings rapidly. 
One bee alone wouldn't make much of a difference, but a lot of bees can 
produce an air current strong enough to draw fresh, cool air into the hive 
and blow the stale air out. 

"So, I said to myself, 'If a group of bees working together can activate a 
healing current that changes everything for the better, maybe a group of 
people can do the same thing.'" 

This devotional is excerpted from Daily Guideposts book of devotional 

Editor Note:  Thought this was interesting.  Just imagine what we as a 
Club can do when we join together as one force to have a successful 
Expo, interesting monthly meetings, helping others, raise funds for    
donation, express opinions on proposed legislation-the possibilities are 
endless.  Let’s all be a “Worker Bee” together. 
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A lifetime of good nutrition starts with feeding your bird a 
balanced diet with all the essential nutrients he needs every 
day. Right from the start, you'll see that good nutrition 

really works.           ZuPreem 

Right from the 
start:  

KNOWLEDGE KORNER     When Queen Victoria was very 
very young , she was given an baby 
African Grey for a pet.  She had 
that bird until her demise at which 
time it ( the bird ) was revered and 
taken well care of, dying after 109 
years in Windsor Castle.  Report-
able it is mounted and in a Museum 
in London. 
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     By Day 47 all three chicks had feathered out very nicely.  
They flapped their wings furiously to aid in the development 
of chest muscles.  Two chicks were mastering the art of lad-
der climbing.  And, their vocalizations became those of an 
adult.  The Golden Conure is a very loud parrot!  W. T. 
Greene’s book, Parrots in Captivity had a fascinating de-
scription of the voice of this very vocal parrot.  “The Golden 
Conure is not gifted with a melodious voice, but is, on the 
contrary, master of one of the most piercing shrieks that can 
distress a sensitive ear.” 
 
 On Day 47 one chick had managed to climb all the 
way to the upper platform of the nest box.  Day 47 is much 
too early to be leaving the nest box, and this hen knew it.  
Tari was clearly agitated and convinced her precocious chick 
to return to the flock. 
 
 On Day 55 the same chick was determined to fledge.  
Due to its age, the behavior this chick was demonstrating 
was very unusual.  Each time I would discover the youngster 
on the floor of the flight I would return it to the nest box.  Its 
crop would always be full but it was much too young to con-
sider fledging.  As I was returning it another day, I noticed 
its breathing seemed to be a little raspy.  I didn’t want to in-
terrupt the family unit but knew I needed to get some cul-
tures and have the chick treated.  The adults never reacted to 
its disappearance in a manner I was able to recognize.  I 
know parrots are empathetic animals and are quite capable of 
experiencing grief.  I am certain the parent birds realized this 
chick’s health was compromised and were behaving as Na-
ture intended. 
 
 Sometimes even the best medical intervention cannot 
save our parrots.  The ill youngster died a week later while 
under veterinary care.  The necropsy showed the chick suc-
cumbed to aspiration pneumonia.  I do not know if the par-
ents aspirated the chick or if it aspirated itself in its numer-
ous attempts to enter and leave the nest box. 
(Cont on P.12) 
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     The two surviving chicks were consistently occupying the 
upper platform of the nest box by Day 62.  They continued to 
develop chest muscles by flapping and were able to climb up 
and down the ladder without falling.   
 
 By Day 75 the chicks were as large as their parrots, 
and were very close to fledging.  They also began the prac-
tice of spending a portion of each night in the upper platform 
of the nest box.   
 
 The chicks fledged on July 28—88 days after hatch.  
After fledging, adults and fledges of this species frequently 
return to the nest box during the day and continue to sleep in 
the box at night.  I always hang a fresh nest box after chicks 
fledge.   
 
 When these chicks fledged, I considered the video 
footage of Tangy and Tari complete, and I was very pleased 
at the outcome.   
 
 Raja and Risha (with the inexperienced juvenile) be-
gan nesting the first week of June, about the same time the 
eggs from Tangy and Tari were hatching.  This was going to 
be my only opportunity to record the interaction of a juvenile 
with eggs and chicks.  My presentation was only a few 
weeks away, and I had a limited amount of time to prepare a 
video that would include only a few days of this footage.  
My greatest fear was that the juvenile would not recognize a 
hatchling as a family member. 
 
 When I began recording the activities of Raja, Risha 
and their youngster, I was astonished at what was taking 
place.  The juvenile was in the nest box with its incubating 
Mother, and the juvenile was feeding her!  It was easy to 
identify the juvenile by its immature color and by the fact 
that I had squared off its tail with a pair of scissors.  Raja, the 
adult male, also fed the hen.  When the parents left the nest 
box, the juvenile enjoyed rolling the eggs around, but never 
exhibited any genuine interest in incubating them.  
(Cont on P. 17)  
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301 West Maple St. 
Davenport, Florida  

SAMANTHA DIERKER * JACKIE SUMMER-
LIN 

           863-421-0827 1-888-335-1287 

      

The Hotel Tea Room & Flower Corner  
is a Tea Room that offers: 

�x�� Lunch Monday thru Friday 11:30 am to 1:00 pm.           
Reservations Requested.  

�x�� Big Parties Reservations Required. 
�x�� Tuesday night Dinner 6:00 pm Reservations re-

quired. 
�x�� Intimate Wedding,  Bridal/Baby shower, specialty 

parties & Tea parties available upon request. 
�x�� We also have a Gift Shop that offers unique gifts 

for anyone Big or Small plus a Full Service Flo-
rist.  

�x�� Our Flower Shop can accommodate any of your 
flower needs. We deliver to all surrounding Com-
munities. Our Flower Shop hours are Monday thru 
Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm. 

 
 
 
 
                                                    04-2010 

 

       The Hotel 

Tea Room & Flower Corner 
Flowers * Gifts * Collectibles 
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