May 2009

Volume 26 Issueb

Guseiie

gXPO

fo!
=
O
=
m
IS
©
Q
£

19]19|SMaN
6002 AeiN

898¢¢
epuol4 ‘AudMjod
pyewyelgoT.iT
YUWS deuowey



Page 2 Page 27



The Imperial Bird Club
meets the third Thursday of
each month at the VFW Hall
of Auburndale, 241 Lake Ave.
East, Auburndale. Doors
open at 7:00 p.m. and the
meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.
The Board Meeting is held
the second Tuesday of the
month. The location of the
Board Meeting is Denny’s in
Haines City at the I-4 Exit
and starts at 7:00 p.m. All
club members are welcome to
attend and all board mem-
bers are required to attend
the Board Meetings. Contact
Ramona Smith, President for
more information.

Club Raffle Table

The Club raffle table is to-
tally member supported.
If you win a prize, at the
next meeting, bring a prize
of equal value for the ta-
ble. Of course, you can
always bring something
for the raffle table. Every-
body is happy if they win a
little something and as we
all contribute it will con-
tinue spreading happi-
nessamong our member-
ship.
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Club Objectives

1. Toensurethe preser-
vation and propaga-
tion of non-native
cagebirds in the
United States.

2. Tofurther the Science
of Aviculture.

3. Toexchangethe
knowledge, informa-
tion, and experi-
encesrelated to cage
birds.

4. Toeducatethe general
public on Avian mat-
ters.

The opinions expressed
in the Birdy Gazetteare
not necessarilythose of
the Imperial Bird Club
or the editorial staff.
The Imperial Bird Club
and its staff assumeno
responsibility for claims
of our advertisers or for
the quality of goodsor
servicesthe advertisers
provide. We regret if
mistakes are made, how-
ever IBC is responsible
only for corrections of
errors.
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Front cover: Picturesfrom Expo 2009

Meeting date is May 21,2009

Our speaker for the month
Will  be:

Jean Pattison
“The African Queen”

We will also be revealing the results of
Expo 2009

SEE YOU THERE!
VFW Hall —241 Lake Ave. East
Auburndale, Fl.

GoldenWings

Macaws—Cockatoo’'s—Amazons—Hyacinth’s
RoseBreasted—Golden Conures
Major Mitchell Cockatoo’s

MemberClub MemberClub

Club Affiliations
AFA Reps (2) Fred Smith & Debra
Bernard
FFA Reps(2) Richard Pearson & Debra
Bernard
FFA President Marty Dochstader

Bird Club Officers

President - Ramona Smith -863 -858 -6739
Vice President - Debra Bernard 863 -293-7541
Treasurer - Wanda Joyce -863 -676-0091
Secretary -Sherry Rigdon -407 -365-2986
Director -Richard Joyce -863 -676-0091
Director -Jess Poyser -863 -422 -2028

Director -Valerie Kane -863-439-5199

Director -Elaine Gray -863 -422 -2028

AFA Regional Director -Florida, Puerto Rico,
Virgin Islands -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739

IBC Committees
Expo Chairman —Debra Bernard 863 -293-7541
Librarian -Gloria Boughton & Lois Wygonik
Historian -Rebecca Kline -863 -450 -6772
Legislation -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739
Publicity -Rich Long -863 -646 -7776
Food Chair -Valerie Kane -863 -439 -5199
Hospitality -Jess Poyser & Elaine Gray
Parliamentarian  -Eric Kline -863 -450 -6772

. 863-8586739
Fred & RamonaSmith fredsmith@wildblue.net
Www.goldenwingsproducts.com Lakeland, Florida The Imperial Bird Club will refuse to accept adver-

Page 4 tising from anyone convicted of a bird relatdcP9€ 2°
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IMPERIAL BIRD CLUB
14710BRAHMA RD.
POLK CITY, FL. 338686703
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
2009

Name: Date

Address:
City/State/Zip
Phone:( )
Cell #:
E-Mail Address:

Are you a breeder or pet owner?

Topicsfor programs that would be of interest to
you:

Was our club recommendedto you, and if so,by whom?

Applicants Signature

Checkcorrect box:
New Membership
RenewalMembership
Checkcorrect box:

Family (2 votes)$20.00
Single (1 vote) $15.00

Duesare for one(1) calendar year starting January 1, of
the year paid. Membership must be renewed
annually to retain club privileges.
Comelearn and havefun with us!
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Messagdrom your
President

| want to personally “Thank” each and
every club member for all your work and
dedication to make our Expo 2009 the great
success that it was.

| do not want to miss recognition of anyone
so | will not mention any names but there was
a host of members that put in many hours be-
hind the scenes to get everything organized.
THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU.

Be sure to come to this months (May) meet-
ing to hear a report on how we did. I'm sure
you will be pleasantly surprised.

Go to our website to see the winner of the
WalMart card and also visit the raffle sup-
porter page.

| will be posting Expo pictures on the web-
site and in the newsletter as soon as they are
available to me.

See You Thursday May 21st.

Ramona&mith
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Inside The Nestbox of Golden Conure
By Nancy Speed
Conclusion

It wasfascinatingwatchingthe henwithin the confinesof
her nestbox. Whatdid this hendo while incubatingduring
daylighthours? Shewasnot shy aboutleavingthe nestbox,
anddid sonumeroudimesthroughouteachday. Shekeptin
constantcommunicationwith her mate. She preenedher
feathersand nappedinfrequently. She (andthe otherincu-
batinghensl videotapedheveractedasthoughshewasin a
trancelike state. Errant feathersinside the box were
mouthedthoroughly and rearranged. One favorite activity
involved “popping” the inspectiondoor by insertingthe up-
per mandibleinto the inspectionopeningand pushingthe
lower mandibleagainstthe trunk of the nestbox. | consid-
eredtheseactivitiesasopportunitiedo preventooredom.

The eggswere “turned” by variousmethods. There
wereinstancesn which the positionof theeggswaschanged
by the henintentionallyassheremainedfacingin a particu-
lar direction. Therewere more instancesf the eggsbeing
passively‘turned” by a changeof directionof the hen. That
is, if shewas facing north, shewould turn to the south,but
the positionof the eggswould not physicallychange. Since
aredistributionof heatsurelytakesplaceduringthis action,|
considerthesedeliberatealterationsin directionas*“turning”
of the eggs. The position of eggscan also be changed
through carelessnesas a result of increasedactivity level
insidethe nestbox, but| personallywould not considerthese
randomposition changesas “turning” becausehey are not
deliberateactsof the hen.

While Tangywaspresentn the nestbox during day-
light hours, Tari continuedincubation. She also solicited
feedingby movingherheadin a backwardandforward man-
ner,with onewing extended.Themaledutifully fed her,and
muchtime wastakenfor mutualgrooming. Tangyneverat-

temptedto touchor incubatethe eggs.Page 5

Healthy Snack Ideas

Polly Want _a Cracker?

If the cracker is whole grain and low in sodium, go ahead
and give it to your bird to enjoy! The general rule of
thumb is that snacks that are healthy for you are healthy
for your bird. As an added benefit, sharing your shack
with your parrot will help to strengthen the bond between
you.

Some handy and healthy snacks can include:

Chicken bones with some meat still attached
Potatoes
Cooked whole grain pasta
Whole wheat toast with a smear of jam
A Piece of granola bar
Human baby food served warm
Unsweetened Applesauce
Rice Cakes
X Unsalted nuts
A great selection of healthy parrot treats are now com-
mercially available that have been designed with the
health and enjoyment of your bird in mind such as:

X X X X X X X X

Birdie Breads
Biscuits and Cakes
Dried Fruits (unsulfured, no sugar added)
Dried Veggies
Mixed Treats
Nutri -berries
Nuts
Parrot Popcorn
x Treat Sticks
A great way to provide your bird with it's favorite treats is
to hide them in foraging devices. This will encourage this
instinctual behavior and stimulate them both physically
and mentally.

X X X X X X X X
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The Winner of the
$500.00 Walmart Card was:
LeRoy Feagin Jr.

Lake Wales

Happy Winner
of the handfed,
weaned,
Sun Conure

Happy Feet- All About Perches

Your bird is on their feet 24/7. In the wild, they
have a multitude  of choices of where to perch and
can fly from branch to branch giving their feet and
legs exercise. In nature, parrots are also exposed
to branches of various sizes, widths, and orienta-
tions. The perches in your bird's cage should
mimic these natural conditions as much as possi-
ble.

By providing the proper variety of perches in your
bird's cage you can help to prevent foot problems
such as arthritis, tendonitis, atrophy  or pressure
sores from developing.

Several perches of varying size and texture also
provide your bird with the opportunity to choose
what may be most comfortable to them at any
point during their day.

Perches are available in a wide variety of natural
and synthetic  materials. There are also many in-
teresting  specialty perches available to meet an
array of needs. A minimum  of three different
types of perches should be in your bird's cage.
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The night time activity of Tangyand Tari mirroredthat of

SherbertandSaffron. Periodsof deepsleepwerelimited to

lessthanone hour. Eachandeveryactivity that was per-

formed during daylight hours was performedduring the

night. An additionalactivity of all pairsthatwasrecorded
only during the night was beakgrinding. Sincelesstime

wasspentout of the nestbox, thereweremoreinstancef

stretchingegsandwings by bothsexes. The sleepingoca-

tion of Tangyfluctuatedfrom the upperplatformto anarea
nearhisincubatinghen.

The next morning | sprangout of bed, anxiousto
learnif 1 could seea newly hatchedchick on the monitor.
It hadnot hatched. Throughoutthe day, | wasa little con-
cernedthat Tari might be leavingthe nesttoo much. In one
threehour period shewas off the nestsix times. | hadno
ideaif this wasnormalor abnormal. It felt asif my brain
was receiving newly learned information faster than it
could be logically processed. The parentsto-be were as
calmasever.

The first chick finally hatched before Noon.
Throughthe monitor, | watchedasthe hengently preened
her chick. Forthe nextfew hours,it lookedasthoughshe
were practicingthe motionsof feeding. The chick contin-
uedto begasthe hencalledto her mateand fiddled with
the inspectiondoor. Sheeventuallyleft her crying neonate
to join themale.

What canwe do if inexperiencecparentsdo not feeda
hatchlingwithin a definitive period of time? If the parents
will tolerateit, we cansupplementhe chick with prepared
handfeedingformula and hopethe parentbirds graspthe
ideathemselvedeforethe secondor third day. Whenthe
henleft the nestbox, | preparedsomethin formulaandfed
the chick, which alleviatedthe beggingfor a shortperiod of

time. Thehenreturnedo broodherchick.
(ContonP.8) Page 7



Our Raffle Table
For April ‘09
Made a total of

$110.00

Great job club!

FEATHERS —FEATHERS
Feathers, feathers who's got feathers?

Rebecca Kline has offered to temporarily
take over this club fund raiser. Please con-
tinue to bring your feathers to the club meet-
ings —give them to Rebecca -and she will put
them on Ebay. Thanks for all your patrticipa-
tion
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Celebrity’s Parrots

Marie Antoinette - African Grey

Casanova - Parrot loudly repeated his master's obscenities con-
cerning his last romance to all who passed along the street

Winston Churchill - Female Blue & Gold Macaw named "Charlie"
Grover Cleveland - Canary
Calvin Coolidge - Canary, Mockingbird

Bandleader, Peter Duchin owns black headed caique "Igor" and
severe macaw "Pedro”

Ulysses S. Grant - Parrot

Warren G. Harding - Canary

Rutherford Hayes - Canary

Andrew Jackson - Pol the Parrot

Lyndon B. Johnson - Lovebirds

Angelina Jolie - Parrot

John F. Kennedy - Canary, Parakeets Bluebell and Marybelle
King Henry VIII - African Grey

James Madison - Green Parrot

Dolly Madison owned a parrot that was rescued from the White
House during the War of 1812, when the burning was taking place.

William McKinley - Parrot

Theodore Roosevelt's Family - Hyacinth named Eli Yale kept at
White House

Stephen Spielberg - "Blanche", the Panama Amazon Parrot
Elizabeth Taylor - Yellow Nape Amazon Parrot

Martha Washington, First Lady - Polly the Parrot (George is said to
have hated the parrot)

Paris Hilton - Bare Eyed Cockatoo
Hillary Swank - African Grey named "Seuss"

Dom DeLuise —white -bellied Caique

Information  found on www.plannedparrothood.com website
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MEMBER ADS

Need a Spice Finch. Call Sherry 651-6303.

WANTED: Brown -headed Poicephalis hen breeder. Call
Jean Pattison @ 863 -686 -4532.

Get your Hagen Prime vitamins from Golden Wings
Products -call — 863 -858 -6739

FOR SALE: Jenday Conure Pairs -$400.00 a pr.
Call Ross Pittman 850 -206 -2034

FOR SALE: various sizes of cages-for sizes and prices call
Elaine Gray @ 863 -439 -3096

CALCIUM IN BREEDING BIRDS
By David Phalen

Birds have aunique system of storing calcium so that when they lay
they will have enough to make egg shells. The long bones of the bird,
particularly  the femur and tibiotarsus, form what is called medullary
bone prior to egg laying. Medullary bone forms on the inside of the
cortex and the calcium that is deposited there is put down in away
that will allow its quick mobilization. = When abird is about to lay, she
will produce a precursor to yolk that will help to transport this cal-
cium to the egg.

There is no doubt that some, perhaps most birds that are going to
lay will increase their calcium intake prior to laying. This is especially
common in budgerigars and cockatiels. This may be because they lay
more eggs than they would in the wild with repeated clutching, or it
may be because in the wild they would seek out higher calcium foods
at this time and they are provided with avery high sources (cuttlebone
and mineral block), so their instincts tell them to eat it.

It is clear that calcium reserves can be depleted in birds that con-
tinuously lay eggs, e. g., the single cockatiel or budgie. These birds will
eventually develop egg binding due to weakness of the muscles of the
oviduct.

NOTE: Dr. Phalen is now director of the Wildlife Health and Conser-
vation Centre at the University of Sydney in Sydney, Australia.
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4/16/2009 General Meeting Of IBC

Ramonacalled the meetingto order and askedif everyonereceived
their newsletter. Membershiprespondedhat they had. Shecalled for
entriesfor the Peanutcontest. The drawingwasheld and RichardJoyce
wasthewinner. The peanutwason page9 this month.

Ramonastatedthat since this will be our last meetingprior to the
expo,we needto do our final planningtonight. Sheremindedeveryone
to weartheir club shirt to the exposothat vendorsandvisitors would be
ableto identify us.

Shestatedthat thereis still time to get grandraffle ticketsand urged
membergo sellasmanyastheycan.

Therewasdiscussioriastmonthabouta newclub banner. It hasbeen
obtained. RichardandWandawereableto geta 10’ x 2’ bannemwith our
logoandclub namefor thefencewherepeopleentertheshow. Theyalso
receiveda smallonewith justthelogofree.

Ramonaaskedf membersadreadthe secretary’seportin the news-
letter. Jessamotionedto acceptit aswritten andWandasecondedt. All
votedin favorandthe motionpassed.

Wandagavethetreasurer'seport.

Ramonaaskedfor reportsfrom the board of directors. Debbie Ber-
nardstatedthatthe speakefor our May meetingwill be JeanndPattison.

Valerie extendedthanksto Marty for the dessertand Gloria for the
Rigatoni.

Elaineaskedthateveryonegetouttheword for the expo.

Richard Joyceaskedfor volunteersto providerelieveto the workers
at the expo. Severalpeoplevolunteered. He alsoremindedpeoplethat
thevendorggeta maximumof 3 passesndno more.

RamonahenspokeaboutHR669. Sheurgedmembergo write letters
and emailsand/ormakephonecalls to their representativeaskingthem
to vote againstthis bill. Therewas somediscussioraboutthe bill and
Jeanneprovideda URL — www.nohr669.com- where peoplecango to
vote. Thewebsitehasobtainedover10,000no votessofar.

Therebeingno furtherbusinessthe meetingwasadjournedat 8:30.

Page 9



Tangyfinally enteredhe nestbox late thatafternoonthe
first time sincethe chick had hatched. He appearedo be
very excitedaboutthe chick, but the cameramadehim a lit-
tle apprehensive.He and the hen were vocalizing loudly.
Theyfussedoverthe neonateasit beggedo befed. Shortly
thereafter,Tari left Tangyalonewith the crying chick. He
seemedrery concernedboutthe chick’s constantrying and
his inability to consoleit. He calledto his mateand shefi-
nally returnecdto the box.

From the monitor, | could seethe malewas attempt-
ing to feedthe chick andthe chick wasrespondingoroperly.
It continuedto cry, andwhenl physicallycheckedthe chick
I5 minutes later, it was obvious his attemptshad failed.
Sometimed like to put wordsin the beaksof my parrots.
When the male and hen seemedio be communicatingear-
nestly aboutthe new chick, I imaginedthe henaskinghim,
“Well, whatdo we do now?” | imaginedhim responding;'|
don’t know, but whateverwe did lasttime didn’t work. Let
me go ask one of the neighbors.” At this point he left the
box andbegancommunicatingoudly with the otherGolden
Conuresin the aviary. The male returnedlO minuteslater
andfed the hen. He alsopreenedhe chick andcontinuedin
his attemptsto feedit. The chick againrespondedgroperly,
butreceivedno food. | supplementethe chick againbefore
goingto bed.

Tangy finally succeededn feedingthis first chick.
In his failed attemptsto feed, he tried to feed as he fed the
hen,with massiveheadmovements. Whenthis continually
provedto be unsuccessfulhe by some meansdiscovered
how to manipulatesmall amountsof food with his tongue.
In the bird kitchen, | was elatedwhen| heardthe excited
feedingresponsef the chick comingfrom the monitor. The
henwatchedthe maleclosely. After the chick wassatisfied,
it nestledpeacefullyunderthe hen. | smiledwith relief asl
realizedone more part of the chick-rearingriddle had been
solvedby this pair.
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Whenthe henwould returnto the box, the juvenile would
find some other way to keep busy, and would pretendto
havenointerestin theeggs.

Two eggsfrom this clutch hatched. Rishawasan experi-
encedMother andhadno difficulty feedingherchicks. She
did not constantlycall for her mate as Tari had called for
Tangy. The male did not display near the interestin his
chicksasdid Tangy. However,the juvenile showeda great
dealof interestin the chicksandbeganfeedingandpreening
themwhentheywereonly a few daysold. Did this juvenile
learnto feedfrom watchingthe hen? | cannow confirm the
fact that juveniles remainingwithin the family unit of the
Golden Conureactively assistin the rearing of subsequent
clutches.

Oh, I almostforgot—Sherberand Saffron(the only pair |
plannedto captureon video)finally did beginnestingin ear-
nest. Unfortunately,that eventdid not take placeuntil late
June. As of this writing the family unit of Sherberiand Saf-
fron consistof the parentsthe juvenile from 2002andthree
healthychicksthat hatchedn late July. The parentsandthe
oldestjuvenile spendvirtually the entire day inside the nest
box. | haveno knowledgeof whatis taking placeinsidethe
nestbox becaus¢he cameravasremoveda weekbeforeany
eggswere laid to recordthe actionsof Rajaand Risha. It
would be very interestingto seehow six Golden Conures
manageo interactwithin anareathatmeasuref2” x 12”.

After my review of the nestingbehaviorsof thesethree
pairsof GoldenConures] havecometo believewe commit
a disserviceto aviculture whenwe assumea particular be-
haviormaybe speciespecificjust becaus@®neparrotor pair
of parrotsactsin a certainmanner. Noneof thesepairsacted
in an identicmannerthat could be peggedas “speciesspe-
cific.” Whenwe think we know it all, our parrotswill make
usoutto beliars, or atleasthumbleus.

| envisionedmy experimentin capturingthe behaviorof
theseparrotson video as a meansof answeringthe many
guestiond hadconcerningncubationandrearingof chicks.

I now haveevenmorequestiongo which | needanswers.

TheEnd Page 19



IBC Bird Club Board Meeting 4/14/2009

In attendance RamonaSmith, FredSmith,DebbieBernard JessdPoyser
Elaine Gray, Richard Joyce,WandaJoyce,Joe Rigdon, SherryRigdon,
& ValerieKline.

Ramonacalled the meetingto orderat the Denny’sin HainesCity at
7:30PM. Shereportedthat advertisingfor the Expo hadbeenplacedin
the St. PeteTimes, the LakelandLedger,the Orlando Sentinel,the Or-
lando Penny Saver,the NewsChief,and the TampaTribune. Shealso
advisedthat the eventwill be advertisedon the Tiger Town marquison
Saturdayand Sundayandwill oneof only two itemsrotatingon the sign.

It wasalsoreportedthat the Raffle Donationpageon our websitehas
beenupdatedas of Thursday4/9 with namesof thosewho havedonated
raffle items.

Ramonaand Debbie contactedvendorswho hadn’t respondedyet.
Ramonasaid that two of the large seedvendorswho have comein the
past are not coming nor is the booksellerfrom our Novembershow.
They are still in the processof checkingwith severalnew vendorsand
somewho haven’t beenthere for a long while. They are contacting
JeannePattisonaboutbooth and vendorcheckin. Joegave Ramonaa
cardfrom CynthiaKulp, a parrotpainter,to contacther. All reportecthat
theeconomyis impactingvendorparticipation.

Fred advisedthat we have a food vendor and will set up tables.
Richard and Wandaindicatedthat they would bring tentsto shadethe
tables.

The Boy Scoutshavebeencontactedaboutassistingwith setup and
cleanup againthis year.

WandaandRicharddisplayedthe banners that were madefor useat
our Expoandalsoat Ammerman’sshow. Oneis a 10’ x 2’ with thelogo
andnamethatcanbehungatthe entrance.The otheris just thelogo that
was providedfree of charge. Jessewill takethe smallonehometo put
grommetsn it.

Wandareportedthat $91 of Grand Raffle tickets had beensold the
previousSundayat WalMart. Shesaid that they would be at WalMart
againnextSundayto attemptto sellmore. Val saidshewould assist.

Wandareportedthat shewould make vendortagsfor the showand
neededa count. Ramonawill provide.

RichardJoyceencouragednemberdo sell moreticketsandreported
that,to date,ElaineandJesséold therecordfor mostticketssoldat 100.

Wanda indicated that volunteersare neededfor the show at the
entranceand otherlocationsto relieve workersperiodically. Volunteers
will besolicitedatthe April generaimeeting.

Wandagavethetreasurer'seport.

Therebeingno furtherbusinessthe meetingwasadjournecdat 8:30 PM.
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Two additional eggs hatchedwithout incident over the
nextfew days. The parentded the nexttwo chicksasif they
hadbeendoingsofor years.

| believethe outdatedtheorythat parentsdo not feed
at night stemsfrom the fact that parrotsin the wild do not
forageafterdark. In captivity, parrotsthatarefeedingchicks
should always have food available. During the neonate
stage,the chicks were fed numeroustimes throughouteach
night. | wasrelievedto learnthat parentrearedchickshave
appetitesequalingthoseof chicks handrearedfrom Day 1.
While reviewingnight time recordings,| wasalsovery sur-
prisedto seefootageof the chicksbeingfed during the night
aftertheywere40 daysold. At this point, however,it must
not be assumedhat every speciesof parrotfeedschicks at
nightoncetheypasshe neonatestage.

The sleeppatternsof this pair were very erratic the
first few nightsafter hatch. As a result, the parentsnapped
duringtheday. The parentsalsospentaninordinateamount
of time groomingthemselvesandtheir chicks. Much atten-
tion was given to cleaningthe chicks’ beaks. Each chick
wasthoroughlyandvigorouslygroomedseveraltimesdaily.
The parentbirdswould eventurn the chickson their backsto
cleanthetummyarea.

Therewere consistenbccurrence®f mutual groom-
ing at night. During many incidents,the male would preen
the henwhile sheslept. Thereweretimesthat sheseemed
oblivious to the male’s attention. There were other times
whenshewould acknowledgehis presencdy lifting a wing
ashe preenedt, while herheadremainedtiuckedin a sleep-
ing position.

By the time the oldestchick waseightdaysold, Tari
had becomevery adeptat feeding. The oldestchick was
usually kept in a different place than the younger chicks,
sinceit wasbetterableto retainits body heat. The elbow of

thewing seemedo beafavoritespot.

(Cont.onP.10)
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Sometimeswhen the hen would changepositions, the
chicks would be two or threeinchesaway from her. They
alwaysscootedin the right direction to locate her. | won-
deredif they knew how to find her becausef her body heat
radiating. Shealsowould useher feet to physically move
the chicksfrom onesideof her bodyto the otherwhile they
werebeingbrooded.

On Day 20 at about 7:30 a.m., Tangy soundedan
alarm call. Inside the nestbox, the hen was greatly dis-
tressedputresistedhe urgeto abandorthe nest. Sheleaped
off the chicks and startedto climb the ladder. After a few
secondsshe warily returnedto her sleepingbrood. Pairs
with chicks are alwaysfed first in the morning. From the
backgroundchoiseon the videotapeit soundedasif | entered
the aviary to give the parentsfreshfood. The adultscould
alsohavebeenupsetif one of the dogswastoo closeto the
aviary.

While the malewasout of the nestbox, Tari consis-
tently listenedfor him and watchedfor him to cometo the
nestbox entrance. Therewerenumerousnstancesvhenthe
male wantedto have contactwith the chicks, but the hen
would refuseto move. This behaviorwould put him in a
tizzy. After severalattemptsto reachthe chicks, he would
finally push himself under the hen and raise her off the
chicksto checkand preenthem. Of coursewhenthe chicks
werehungrysheneverchallengedhe malein thismanner.

As the chicks grew, their appetitesgrew also. By
Day 34 their wings were well pinned, and they were very
awareof their surroundings.The parentdeganfeedingfrom
the vertical ladderbefore Day 40 to preventbeing mobbed
by their clutch. The maleandfemalealsospentpartof each
night on the upperplatform of the nestbox sincethe chicks
did notrequireasmuchbrooding.
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A Lesson from Bees
by Arthur Gordon

| was surprisedwhen our friend Charlie joined our prayer group.
Charliewasn'tajoiner. Sothe nexttime | sawhim | askedhim aboutit.

"Well," saidCharlie,"l hadproblemsand| wasprayingaboutthem,but |

didn't seemto be gettinganywhereThenoneday | readan article about
bees.Whenit getstoo hot in a hive, a group of worker beesall facein

onedirection,anchorthemselveso the floor, andfan their wingsrapidly.
Onebeealonewouldn'tmakemuchof a difference,but a lot of beescan
producean air currentstrongenoughto draw fresh, cool air into the hive
andblow the staleair out.

"So, | saidto myself,'lIf a groupof beesworking togethercanactivatea
healingcurrentthat changesverythingfor the better,maybea group of
peoplecandothe samething.™

This devotionalis excerptedrom Daily Guidepostsbookof devaotional

Editor Note: Thoughtthis wasinteresting. Justimaginewhat we asa

Club can do when we join togetheras one force to have a successful
Expo, interesting monthly meetings, helping others, raise funds for

donation,expressopinions on proposedegislationthe possibilitiesare

endless.Let’'s all bea “Worker Bee” together.

FIND POLLY’S PEANUT Happy Birthday
To Everyone
Polly Parrot haslost her peanut. With a Birthday

Onelike the onepictured ( but
could be much smaller) is hidden
somewherein our newsletter.

If you find it, on a pieceof
paper put your nameand “I
found the peanutonpage "
and bring to club meeting.

We will draw from those
namesfor a small prize.

In May

HAPPY HUNTING Page 17




KNOWLEDGE KORNER

When QueenVictoria was very

very young, shewasgiven anbaby
African Grey for a pet. She had
that bird until her demiseat which
time it ( the bird ) wasreveredand
takenwell careof, dying after 109
yearsin Windsor Castle. Report-
ableit is mountedandin a Museum
in London.

Right from the
start:

A lifetime of goodnutrition startswith feedingyour bird a
balanceddiet with all the essentiahutrientshe needsevery
day. Right from the start, you'll seethat good nutrition

really works. ZuPreem

Page 16

By Day 47 all threechickshadfeatheredut very nicely.
Theyflappedtheir wingsfuriously to aid in the development
of chestmuscles. Two chickswere masteringhe art of lad-
der climbing. And, their vocalizationsbecamethoseof an
adult. The Golden Conureis a very loud parrot! W. T.
Greene’sbook, Parrots in Captivity had a fascinatingde-
scriptionof the voice of this very vocal parrot. “The Golden
Conureis not gifted with a melodiousvoice, but is, on the
contrary,masterof one of the mostpiercingshrieksthat can
distressa sensitiveear.”

On Day 47 one chick had managedo climb all the
way to the upperplatform of the nestbox. Day 47 is much
too early to be leaving the nestbox, and this hen knew it.
Tari wasclearly agitatedandconvincedher precociouschick
to returnto theflock.

On Day 55 the samechick wasdeterminedo fledge.
Due to its age, the behaviorthis chick was demonstrating
wasvery unusual. Eachtime | would discoverthe youngster
onthefloor of theflight | would returnit to the nestbox. Its
cropwould alwaysbe full butit wasmuchtoo youngto con-
siderfledging. As | wasreturningit anotherday, | noticed
its breathingseemedo be a little raspy. | didn’t wantto in-
terrupt the family unit but knew | neededto get somecul-
turesandhavethe chick treated. The adultsneverreactedo
its disappearancén a mannerl was able to recognize. |
know parrotsareempatheti@nimalsandare quite capableof
experiencinggrief. | am certainthe parentbirdsrealizedthis
chick’s healthwas compromisedand were behavingas Na-
tureintended.

Sometimeseventhe bestmedicalinterventioncannot
saveour parrots. Theill youngsterdied a week later while
underveterinarycare. The necropsyshowedthe chick suc-
cumbedto aspirationpneumonia. | do not know if the par-
entsaspiratedthe chick or if it aspiratedtself in its numer-

ousattemptgo enterandleavethe nestbox. Page 13
(ContonP.12)



Thetwo survivingchickswereconsistentlyoccupyingthe
upperplatformof the nestbox by Day 62. Theycontinuedto
developchestmuscledy flappingandwereableto climb up
anddowntheladderwithoutfalling.

By Day 75 the chickswere aslarge astheir parrots,
andwerevery closeto fledging. They alsobeganthe prac-
tice of spendinga portionof eachnightin the upperplatform
of thenestbox.

The chicksfledgedon July 28—88 daysafter hatch.
After fledging, adultsand fledgesof this speciesfrequently
returnto the nestbox duringthe dayandcontinueto sleepin
the box at night. | alwayshanga freshnestbox after chicks
fledge.

When thesechicks fledged, | consideredthe video
footageof Tangyand Tari complete,and| wasvery pleased
attheoutcome.

RajaandRisha(with the inexperiencedquvenile) be-
gannestingthe first week of June,aboutthe sametime the
eggsfrom TangyandTari werehatching. This wasgoingto
be my only opportunityto recordtheinteractionof a juvenile
with eggsand chicks. My presentationwas only a few
weeksaway,and| hada limited amountof time to preparea
video that would include only a few days of this footage.
My greatesfearwasthatthe juvenile would not recognizea
hatchlingasa family member.

When| beganrecordingthe activities of Raja, Risha
and their youngster,| was astonishedat what was taking
place. The juvenile wasin the nestbox with its incubating
Mother, and the juvenile was feeding her! It was easyto
identify the juvenile by its immaturecolor and by the fact
thatl hadsquaredff its tail with a pair of scissors.Raja,the
adult male,alsofed the hen. Whenthe parentdeft the nest
box, the juvenile enjoyedrolling the eggsaround,but never

exhibitedanygenuineinterestin incubatingthem.
(ContonP.17) Page 14

The Hotel
TedRooms. Flowetorner

Flowers* Gifts * Collectibles

301WestMaple St.
DavenportFlorida
SAMANTHA DIERKER* JACKIE SUMMER-
LIN
863421-08271-8883351287

TheHotel TeaRoom& Flower Corner
is aTeaRoomthatoffers:

x LunchMondaythruFriday11:30amto 1:00pm.
Reservationf®equested.

x Big PartiesReservationfRequired.

x Tuesdaynight Dinner6:00pm Reservationse-
quired.

x IntimateWedding, Bridal/Babyshower specialty
parties& Teapartiesavailableuponrequest.

x Wealsohavea Gift Shopthatoffersuniquegifts
for anyoneBig or SmallplusaFull ServiceFlo-
rist.

x Our Flower Shopcanaccommodatany of your
flower needsWedeliverto all surroundingCom-
munities.Our Flower ShophoursareMondaythru
Saturday9:00amto 5:00pm.

Page 15
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