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     The Imperial Bird Club 
meets the third Thursday of 
each month at the VFW Hall 
of Auburndale, 241 Lake Ave. 
East, Auburndale.  Doors 
open at 7:00 p.m. and the 
meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.  
The Board Meeting is held 
the second Tuesday of the 
month.  The location of the 
Board Meeting is Denny’s in 
Haines City at the I -4 Exit 
and starts at 7:00 p.m.  All 
club members are welcome to  
attend and all board mem-
bers are required to attend 
the Board Meetings.  Contact 
Ramona Smith, President for 
more information.  

Club Objectives 
1. To ensure the preser-

vation and propaga-
tion of non-native 
cage birds in the 
United States. 

2. To further the Science 
of Aviculture.  

3. To exchange the 
knowledge, informa-
tion, and          experi-
ences related to cage 
birds.  

4. To educate the general 
public on Avian mat-
ters. 

Club Raffle Table 
The Club raffle table is to-
tally member supported.  
If you win a prize, at the 
next meeting, bring a prize 
of equal value for the ta-
ble.  Of course, you can 
always bring something 
for the raffle table.  Every-
body is happy if they win a 
little something and as we 
all contribute it will con-
tinue   spreading  happi-
ness among our  member-
ship. 

The opinions expressed 
in the Birdy Gazette are 
not necessarily those of 
the Imperial Bird Club 
or the editorial staff.  
The Imperial Bird Club 
and its staff assume no 
responsibility for claims 
of our advertisers or for 
the quality of goods or 
services the advertisers 
provide.  We regret if 
mistakes are made, how-
ever IBC is responsible 
only for corrections of 
errors. 
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To contact the Editor:  
ramonaksmith@wildblue.net  

Please note: This is a new e-mail address 

 
 

CLUB DUES ARE DUE IN  
JANUARY  
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Golden Wings 

Macaws—Cockatoo’s—Amazons—Hyacinth’s 
Rose Breasted—-Golden Conures 

Major Mitchell Cockatoo’s 
 

Fred & Ramona Smith 
 

863-858-6739 
fredsmith@wildblue.net 

Lakeland, Florida 

Front cover: Blue-headed Pionus 

 
 
  

This is our annual 
 

“Strawberry Social” 
 

Come and enjoy some fresh strawberry short-
cake and ice cream and a time of  fellowship 

with your “Bird Friends”  
We will also have a question and answer time 

 
Meeting date is March  19, 2009 

 
SEE YOU THERE!  

VFW Hall —241 Lake Ave. East  
Auburndale, Fl.  
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Bird Club Officers  
 
President  - Ramona Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Vice President - Debra Bernard 863 -293 -7541 
Treasurer - Wanda Joyce -863 -676 -0091  
Secretary -Sherry Rigdon -407 -365 -2986  
Director -Richard Joyce -863 -676 -0091  
Director -Jess Poyser -863 -422 -2028  
Director -Valerie Kane -863 -439 -5199  
Director -Elaine Gray -863 -422 -2028  
AFA Regional Director -Florida, Puerto Rico,  
Virgin Islands -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
 

IBC Committees  
Expo  Chairman —Debra Bernard 863 -293 -7541 
Librarian -Gloria Boughton & Lois Wygonik  
Historian -Rebecca Kline -863 -450 -6772  
Legislation -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Publicity -Rich Long -863 -646 -7776 
Food Chair -Valerie Kane -863 -439 -5199  
Hospitality -Jess Poyser & Elaine Gray  
Parliamentarian -Eric Kline -863 -450 -6772  

Club Affiliations  
AFA Reps (2) Fred Smith & Debra  
                                                           Bernard  
FFA Reps(2) Richard Pearson & Debra 
                                                            Bernard  
FFA President  Marty Dochstader  
 

The Imperial Bird Club will refuse to accept adver-
tising from anyone convicted of a bird related 

crime . 

Member Club Member Club 
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  IMPERIAL BIRD CLUB 
14710 BRAHMA RD. 

POLK CITY, FL. 33868-6703 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

2009 
                      

                                                    
                                                    
Name:___________________________Date________ 
Address:_________________________ 
City/State/Zip____________________ 
Phone:(     )_______________________ 
Cell #:___________________________ 
E-Mail Address:___________________ 
Are you a breeder or pet owner?
__________________________ 
Topics for programs that would be of interest to 
you:______________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
Was our club recommended to you, and if so, by whom?
________________ 
 
Applicants Signature___________________________ 
 
Check correct box: 
New Membership_____________ 
Renewal Membership____________ 
Check correct box: 
Family (2 votes) $20.00______________ 
Single (1 vote) $15.00_______________ 

 
Dues are for one (1) calendar year starting January 1, of 

the year paid.  Membership must be renewed  
annually to retain club privileges. 
Come learn and have fun with us! 
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Message from your 
President   

     
 

           
 
 
     HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY -HAPPY SPRING  
 
      Greetings to all our wonderful members.  Time 
is moving right along and our Expo will soon be 
upon us.  
 
     Just a reminder for you to be gathering items 
for our hourly raffles at the Expo and also to get 
your Grand Raffle tickets to sell.  
 
     MARCH 19th  is our annual  
STRAWBERRY  SHORTCAKE FESTIVAL  
 
 with lots of good strawberries and cakes to eat.  
We will also be having a question and answer 
time so be sure to bring your questions with you.  

      
Looking forward to seeing each 
and everyone of you Thursday 
March 19th.                            

Ramona Smith 
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Blue Headed Pionus  
Physical Description 
�x�� The Blue-headed parrot is easy to identify. They are about 
11 inches with a short tail and stocky body. The entire body is 
green with the head and neck a bright blue. Some adults do 
have a small area of pink feathers at the throat. Underneath the 
tail are the typical red feathers found in all pionus species. The 
beak and feet of mature Blue-headed parrots are black with a 
red area at the base of the upper mandible. Immature Blue-
headed parrots have several distinctive features. Until about 
one year of age they have very little blue. The blue that they 
do have is just blue edging on green feathers, and then only on 
the forehead. By one year of age they will have almost all of 
their blue coloring. However, the blue can become slightly 
more extensive at their 2nd year molt. Right above the cere 
(the nose holes) there will be a few red feathers. The amount 
of red varies greatly between individuals. These red feathers 
fall out any time between 3 months and one year of age. When 
first hatched, Blue-headed parrots have flesh toned beaks. The 
upper mandible starts turning black first, then the lower man-
dible, and then the red spot on the upper mandible starts to 
appear. The beak changes are usually complete by 6 months of 
age, though the red may still get brighter over the first year. 
There are two subspecies mentioned in Forshaw's book PAR-
ROTS OF THE WORLD, but I think only one, P. m. rubrigu-
laris is available in the U.S.A., and then only rarely. P. m. ru-
brigularis is very similar to the common Blue-headed parrot 
except for a more extensive area of pink at the throat and a 
slightly duller blue. One unique feature of all pionus is a 
wheezing hissing sound they sometimes make when they are 
frightened. Your first response might be to assume they are 
sick, as it sounds similar to an asthma attack. However, if you 
back off the sound should stop. They can also make a varia-
tion of this sound when being petted. Usually in this case it is 
a much softer sound, closer to hissing. The other thing to be 
aware of is when you bring your pet to a vet or bird groomer. 
If they are not familiar with pionus they might think the beak 
is overgrown. It does look overgrown when compared to the 
beaks of some of the more common parrots. Make sure you 
look at enough pictures so that you know what is right for 
your bird. Remember that the fully adult bird will have a 
longer upper mandible than a baby. Page 23 

Grooming - Routine bathing or showering is vital to maintain-
ing good plumage and skin condition. Birds can be misted 
and allowed to dry in a warm room or in the sun, or gently 
dried with a blow drier. Care should be taken not to clip the 
wing feathers excessively as Pionus parrots often fall and 
injure themselves. Clip only the primary flight feathers and 
only enough so the bird will glide to the floor. Dusky Pionus 
are heavy bodied and care must be taken not to cut too many 
feathers. Excessive wing clipping can result in injuries from 
falling.  

Housing - Dusky Pionus are very active and should be pro-
vided the largest cage that space and budget allows. Ideally 
the cage should provide room for flight. Durable cage con-
struction is not as critical as it is for macaws and cockatoos. 
Locks or escape proof latches may be necessary on cages. 
Ideally the bird will have an outdoor cage as well to allow 
playtime in the fresh -air and sunlight.  

Breeding - Dusky Pionus are moderately difficult to breed in 
captivity. In North America Dusky Pionus breed predomi-
nantly in the spring and have a limited breeding season typi-
cally from February or March to June or July. Clutch size is 
typically 3 to 4 eggs. One inch by one inch by 14 gauge 
welded wire, or 1" X ½ " welded wire is a good choice for 
cage construction. A suggested size is 4 feet wide by 4 feet 
tall by 6 to 8 feet long suspended 4 feet above the ground or 
floor.   Nest Box - Grandfather style wooden boxes can be 
used. Size should be approximately 10" x 10" x 18-24".  Incu-
bation period is approximately 24-26 days. Chicks will usually 
fledge at approximately 8 to 10 weeks of age. Dusky Pionus 
are difficult to hand -rear from the egg. For best results they 
should be initially fed by the parents or fed very often in the 
first week.  

Aggression  - Male Duskys are occasionally aggressive toward 
their mates. Clipping the wings of the male prior to the breed-
ing season may be necessary in aggressive individuals to 
help the female to escape in case the male becomes aggres-
sive. Males in breeding condition can be very aggressive to 
keepers. They will often approach the keeper and flare the tail 
in an aggressive posture.  

Duskys are moderately noisy when in breeding season. When 
breeding Pionus parrots, noise and proximity to neighbors 
must be considered.   
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Dusky Pionus are medium sized, stocky brown parrots. They 
are mainly dull and dark in color with streaky pale patches on 
the throat and sides of the neck. They have the typical bright 
red under -tail coverts which are found in all Pionus parrots 
but the tail feathers are also red below with a blue band. The 
breast is barred with vinacoues color. Primary and secondary 
flight feathers and tail feathers are blue with blue wing cov-
erts below. The upper beak is horn colored with a black stripe 
down the center. Lower beak ir grey -black.  

Dusky Pionus are widespread parrots in Northern South 
America (Venezuela and Guineas and also range widely in the 
Amazon Basin. Found primarily in lowland humid and rain 
tropical forests ranging up to 4000 feet elevation. Also found 
occasionally near settlements in clearings with trees and sec-
ondary growth. Generally gregarious when not breeding and 
often found in large gatherings especially when roosting. 
They nest in tree cavities and feed in the forest canopy.  

Length is 10.5 to 11 inches. Weight is approximately 200-230 
grams.  Most juveniles have less obvious patches on the 
cheeks compared to adults and may have some red on the 
forehead. The eyes or both juveniles and adults are dark 
brown.  

Dusky Pionus can probably live up to 35-45 years or more. 
Little is known about their life span in captivity. Breeding age 
is approximately 3-5 years.  

Personality - Dusky Pionus make good pets but are typically 
not very popular due to their relatively drab coloration. They 
typically don't speak well. They are intelligent, inquisitive 
birds but are sometimes shy. Mature birds, especially males 
may become bonded to one person and aggressively protect 
that person from other people including other family mem-
bers. They are relatively common in captivity but captive bred 
birds are not frequently available. They are active by nature 
and may become overweight if closely confined.  

Sexing Dusky Pionus are monomorphic (sexes are not visu-
ally distinct). Surgical sexing or DNA sexing must be used to 
confirm sex of breeders. Males are generally larger and have 
deeper and more extensive blue than females and have larger 
heads and beaks .  

Dusky Pionus  
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Ave. Lifespan 

The average life span for a pionus is 25 years. However, there 
are many that live longer, some as old as 40. Remember, the 
main reason that birds die young is because of either accidents 
or bad nutrition! Don't let your pet become a statistic! Read as 
much as you can to make your home bird friendly and bird 
safe, clip those wings, and follow good nutritional practices. 

 
Trainability  
�x�� Seem to be good at training. They are surprisingly obedient 
birds that will learn simple tricks. As with any parrot *always* use 
the "up" and "down" commands. As long as your pionus under-
stands the rules of the house and is raised in a very caring sensitive 
way, with nurturing dominance, he will be a wonderful sweet pet. 
Remember, for your pionus to be wonderfully obedient he needs 
rules to follow. Practice those "up" and down" commands with 
him and make sure he understands what acceptable behavior is. 
There are many good parrot training/behavior books out there. 
Make sure you take the time to read them. Pionus are not know for 
their talking ability. If that is what you are looking for in a parrot, 
then keep looking. With pionus, talking is highly variable between 
Individuals. On average, they learn to say a few words (as in under 
10), but don't say them with much clarity. Because of the high 
variability however, there are some individuals who speak quite 
clearly and learn 20 words. 

�x�� Loudness 

�x�� Compared to any of the larger parrots a pionus will always 
rate as quiet. Pionus also tend to be much quieter than most con-
ures. However, even though pionus are rated as quiet birds, they 
can learn to screech, and can be louder than some cockatiels. Most 
pionus screaming is because of their environment and the way 
they are raised. A happy pionus does not have to be a screaming 
pionus. Then again, a pionus that screams is not necessarily un-
happy. 

�x�� Pricing     $500-$1,000. This large range is due to regional 
variation and whether you buy from a breeder or pet shop. Please 
remember that a cheaper bird is not a better bird. 
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Our Raffle Table  
For February ‘09  
Made a total of  

$80.00 plus  
 

Great job club!  

FEATHERS —FEATHERS  
     
     Feathers, feathers who’s got feathers?   
 

Rebecca Kline has offered to temporarily  
take over this club fund raiser.  Please con-

tinue to bring  your feathers to the club meet-
ings —give them to Rebecca -and she will put 

them on Ebay.    Thanks for all your participa-
tion  
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Dusky Pionus 

Bronze-winged Pionus 

White-crowned Pionus 
Scaly-headed Pionus 

Red-billed Pionus 
Blue-headed Pionus 

Other types of Pionus Parrots  
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MEMBER ADS  
 
Need a Spice Finch.  Call Sherry 651-6303.  
 
WANTED:  Brown -headed Poicephalis hen breeder.  Call 
Jean Pattison @ 863 -686 -4532.  
 
FOR SALE: Roosters -Call Valerie Kane @ 
863 -439 -5199  
 
Get your Hagen Prime vitamins from Golden Wings 
Products -call –  863 -858 -6739  
 
FOR SALE: Jenday Conure Pairs -$400.00 a pr.  
Call Ross Pittman 850 -206 -2034  
 
FOR SALE: 3 year old blue female Indian Ring neck -
$250.00. Call Fred Smith @863 -858 -6739.  

Five Ways To Create Quality Time With Your 
Bird  

 
1. Utilize the room your bird is in for chores, exer-
cising, reading or getting dressed in the morning.  
2.Get a portable perch stand or playgym so that 
your bird can be near you when you watch televi-
sion or read in the living room or rec room.  
3.Chop vegetables at night for the next day and al-
low your bird to join in the fun, feeding it small 
pieces.  
4.Every night or morning, spend some time clean-
ing the bird cage (changing the       bedding, food 
and water dishes, cleaning and checking on toys).  
Interact with your bird during the cleaning ses-
sion.  
5.If you don’t have large chunks of time to spend 
with your birds, break it up into 15-minute visita-
tions.  Make sure they have plenty to occupy them 
when you are busy elsewhere . 
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IBC General Meeting  Minutes2 -19-2009  
 

     President Ramona Smith called the meeting to 
order at 7:47 p.m. and introduced our speaker for 
the evening, Dr. Vargas DVM.  
     Richard and Wanda Joyce have the grand raffle 
tickets for members to sell, 20 for a family and 10 
for a single membership or more if desired.  Raffle 
items are needed for the hourly raffle for the Expo.  
     The peanut was won by Eric Kline and was on 
page 12. 
     Ramona and Fred Smith have purchased the 
book “Love on the Wing” the story of two cockatoos 
which was on the internet.  They are donating it to 
the library.  
     Sherry Rigdon is unable to attend the meetings as 
secretary for the next few months due to an infec-
tion after her surgery.  Valerie Kane will temporar-
ily fill the position until Sherry is well enough to at-
tend the meetings.  
     Don’t forget renewals are due.  Check the date on 
your Birdy Gazette address label to see if you are 
current.  
     Treasurer’s report was given by Wanda Joyce.  A 
motion was made and seconded to accept the re-
port.  
     If anyone has an item they wish to put in the 
Member Ads please let the Editor know.  
     Rebecca Kline reported she has been selling 
feathers on Ebay and had a check for the club to-
night.  Congratulations Rebecca.  
     Jess Poyser and Elaine Gray have nearly com-
pleted the sign for the Expo.  
     Richard Joyce is willing to sell raffle tickets at the 
Lake Wales Wal -Mart with some volunteers.  There 
can be no more than 15 people total at the Wal -Mart 
and a 3 day advance notice is required after filling 
out the paper work for permission.  Wanda Joyce 
has made up a sign telling customers about our 
Expo and advertising the $500 Wal -Mart gift card.  
     (Cont on page 11)  
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Fatty liver disease (hepatic lipidosis) is a disease in which large amounts 
of fat are deposited in the liver. It is most common in budgies, cockatiels, 
Amazon parrots, Quaker parrots, lovebirds, and cockatoos. It is a very 
serious condition, and death may occur if treatment is not started early in 
the course of the disease.  

                             WHAT ARE THE SIGNS? 
Birds with fatty liver disease generally have a sudden loss of appetite, are 
lethargic, and depressed. Many are overweight and the liver is enlarged 
due to the additional storage of fat. This results in a distended abdomen 
and difficulty breathing. They may have diarrhea and abnormal droppings 
(green in color). Birds may have poor feather quality. If the liver function is 
greatly decreased, birds may develop central nervous system signs such 
as seizures, loss of balance, and muscle tremors. Budgies may have 
overgrown, soft beaks. Some birds with fatty liver disease may develop 
few signs before they die suddenly. 

                            WHAT IS THE TREATMENT? 
Birds with fatty liver disease must be placed on a low-fat diet, which in-
cludes high quality pellets and fresh fruits and vegetables. It is sometimes 
difficult to get them to eat, so tube feeding may be necessary during the 
beginning of the treatment. They usually need additional supportive care 
such as supplemental heat and fluids. Additional medications, such as 
lactulose, may be given to treat or prevent central nervous system signs. 

                         WHAT CAN I DO TO PREVENT IT? 
Help reduce the risk of fatty liver disease by keeping your bird at a healthy 
weight. The following steps can help:  

Prevention starts with a healthy diet, and that means a pelleted diet, like 
ZuPreem AvianMaintenance FruitBlend. Or, if your bird is already heading 
toward the heavy side, use low-fat pellets, like Roudybush Low-Fat Diets, 
to bring her back down to a healthy weight. It’s also essential to add fresh 
vegetables to your bird’s diet. Fruits and treats should make up 10% or 
less of the diet. 

Provide plenty of water. Clear waterers like Smart Crocks make it easy to 
view water levels, so you can closely monitor your bird’s water intake and 
make sure she’s getting enough 

Choose healthy, low-calorie treats, like Roudybush Rice Treats, instead of 
human treats or snacks that are higher in fat and calories. 

Provide plenty of outlets for exercise and activity. Birds become over-
weight when they consume more calories than they expend, so it’s impor-
tant to keep them active to expend more energy. Also, some birds overeat 
out of boredom and become obese. Providing fun outlets for activity can 
keep your bird entertained. 

Fatty Liver Disease in Pet Birds-Drs. Foster & Smith Staff 
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Imperial Bird Club 
21st Annual Bird Expo and Sale 

Sunday, April 26, 2009  

9:00 am—4:00 pm 

PLEASE NOTE:  
The Expo for 2009 is in 
the spring instead of the 

fall  
Mark your calendars so 
you don’t miss this event  

Admission $4.00 
Under 12 Free 

 
Hourly Raffles  at 

11 am, 1 pm, & 3 pm 
 

Indoor Facilities-Free parking 
 

Table Rentals Available 
Memberships Available 

Directions: 
    

Take Lakeland Hills Blvd. (SR 33) 
North from Memorial Blvd. Or 

South from 1-4 Exit 33  
(Old Exit 19) 

 
Marchant Stadium-Tigertown 

2220 N. Lake Ave. 
Lakeland, Florida 33805  

 

Grand Raffle Prizes 

 $500.00  
WalMart Gift Card  

 
Hand -fed, weaned  

Sun Conure  
With cage 

Pair of Gouldian 
Finches with cage 

For Vendor Information 
Contact: 

Debra Bernard,Vice Pres. 

(863)293-7541 
Bdebra761@aol.com 

Ramona Smith, President 

(863)858-6739 
ramonaksmith@wildblue.net 

Visit our website at 

 

www.imperialbirdclub.org 
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IBC Board Meeting Minutes 2-10-2009  
     
      In attendance: Ramona, Fred & Tammy Smith, Debra 
Bernard, Richard & Wanda Joyce, Jess Poyser, Elaine 
Gray, Richard Pearson, Valerie Kane and John Wright.  
     Ramona called the meeting to order at the Denny’s in 
Davenport at 7:15 p.m. on 2/10/09.  Richard Joyce told 
board members that we have the grand raffle tickets 
printed for the Wal -Mart gift card, 1500 for $125.00.  
     Sherry Rigdon sent Ramona an e-mail concerning her 
secretaries post as she will not be able to return to the 
club for a couple of months or more and is requesting 
Madam President to appoint a person to fill in as secre-
tary in her absence.  Ramona suggested that Rebecca 
Kline be contacted and asked if she would like to fill in 
the position temporarily.  
     We have the contract for Tiger Town which has in-
creased from last year.  It needs to be paid 30 days or 
more before our next Expo in April.  
     We have ordered copies of the corporation documents 
from the State for the bank records.  The annual fee of 
$61.25 has been paid on line for this year.  
     Our club membership to the AFA has been renewed.  
     The Club has a baby Sun Conure as one of the grand 
raffle prizes.  May Rudd is furnishing the Gouldian 
Finches as in the past.  
     Debra Barnard has Dr. Mitizi Vargas for our speaker 
for February.  March is our Strawberry shortcake social, 
so a speaker is not required.  We will have a question and 
answer time instead.  
     Wanda gave the treasurer’s report.  
     Raffle items are coming in from the sponsors who gave 
last year.  We have 4 Sea World tickets.  Wanda showed 
the board members a vendor badge she had made up and 
will give three to each paying vendor.  Elaine will make a 
sign to show the entrance to the Expo.  Richard and 
Wanda Joyce have asked the Lake Wales Wal -Mart per-
mission to sell the grand raffle Wal -Mart gift card tickets 
outside the entrances.  A solicitation contract had to bee 
filled in before permission was given and notice of 3 days 
or more also must be given when we want to set up to 
sell.   
     Entrance wrist bands can be purchased at 500 for 
$16.99.  
      There being no further business meeting adjourned at 
8:37 p.m.                               Submitted By: Valerie Kane  Page 11 

     The retrieve is a fun, challenging trick that bonds you 
and your bird while you play interactively. The goal of 
retrieve is to get your bird to fetch a toy, bring it to you, 
and drop it into your outstretched hand. Taught in a se-
ries of steps, your bird will learn each step before you put 
them together in sequence.  

How to Teach Your Bird to Retrieve Toys  
 

Drs. Foster & Smith Educational Staff  

     To get started, you will need small treat rewards 
(seeds work well) and a toy your bird can pick up with 
his beak. Whiffle Rattle  and Acrylic Shapes  are ideal. 
Plastic coins from the Teach Box & Bank  will also work; 
size them appropriately for your bird.  

     Allow your bird to first handle the toy you choose to 
use for training. When you see your bird drop the item, 
say "drop." Then praise and reward your bird. Repeat 
this action until your bird associates the word "drop" 
with the action. As he gets better at dropping the object 
after you say "drop," place your hand out for your bird to 
use as a target.  

     Next, teach your bird to go get the item. Toss the item 
a few feet from your bird and tell him to "go get it." 
Praise and reward your bird when he goes after the item, 
and continue this step until you are sure your bird un-
derstands "go get it" means to chase after the item.  

     The final step of retrieve is your bird bringing the toy 
back to you. Toss the item, say "go get it," have your bird 
chase it, and then tell your bird "bring it to me." Reward 
your bird only when he makes his way toward you with 
the toy. Repeat "bring it to me" until your bird learns 
this step. Once he does, add the beginning step, the 
"drop" step.  

     Put all of the steps together now; reward your bird af-
ter successful completion of each step. During training, 
it's important to use toys that won't distract your bird to 
chew. After your bird learns retrieve thoroughly, you can 
use just about any toy appropriately sized for your bird's 
mouth.  
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HERNANDO EXOTIC BIRD 
CLUB, INC. 

11TH ANNUAL BIRD MART  
Sunday, March 15, 2009 

 
HERNANDO COUNTY FAIR GROUNDS 
6436 Broad St., Brooksville, Florida 34601 

(Hwy. 41 South) 
 

9:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M. 
 

SPONSORED BY 
SMELT’S FEED & PET SUPPLY 

4116 E. 7TH Avenue, Tampa, Florida 33605 
(800)827-BIRD 

Admission :$4.00 
Under 10-Free                         Hourly Raffle Drawings 

 
GRAND RAFFLE -Hand Fed, Weaned 

Congo African Grey 
With Cage 

Surgical or DNA Sexing & Micro chipping by  
Dr. Kris Kuchinski  

(Surgical Sexing $25.00) 
 

BIRDS-TOYS-CAGES-FEED & SUPPLIES 
 

FOR VENDOR & TABLE RENTAL INFORMATION 
CONTACT  

Sallie Klink (727)856-3587 or Paul Arnstein (727)856-0079 
Page 17 

SUMMERLIN FENCE, FEED, &  
GARDEN CENTER  

909 US Hwy 17-92  
   P.O. Box 981  

Davenport, Fl. 33836  
863 -422 -4537   fax 863 -422 -9579  

FENCE  
     *  Installation or Do -It -Yourself  
     *  Chain Link  
     *  Wood  
     *  Vinyl (all types)  
     *  Barbwire & Field Fence  
     *  Aluminum  
     *  Automatic Gate Systems and Service  
FULL LINE NURSERY  
     *  Palms  
     *  Citrus Trees  
     *  Fruit Trees  
     *  Shrubs  
     *  Hanging Baskets, Annuals, 
Vegetable Plants  
PET FOOD & SUPPLIES  
     *  Purina  
     *  Bird  
     *  Dog & Cat  
     *  Chicken & Goat  
     *  Cow & Pig  
     *  Wild Bird & Backyard Friend Treats  
HARDWARE  
PVC 
LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES & DESIGNS  
CROSS TIES  
BULK MULCH & ROCK  
 
 
HABLAMOS ESPANOL  
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A lifetime of good nutrition starts with feeding your bird a 
balanced diet with all the essential nutrients he needs every 
day. Right from the start, you'll see that good nutrition 

really works.           ZuPreem 

Right from the 
start:  

KNOWLEDGE  
KORNER  

    Some parrot species 
must fly over 500 miles a 
day in the wild to forage 

for food.  
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Happy Birthday  
To Everyone  

With a Birthday  
In March  

 

FIND POLLY’S PEANUT 
       
 Polly Parrot has lost her peanut.  
One like the one pictured  ( but 
could be much smaller) is hidden 
somewhere in our newsletter. 
      If you find it, on a piece of 
paper put your name and “I 
found the peanut on page____” 
and bring to club meeting. 
     We will draw from those 
names for a small prize. 

 
HAPPY HUNTING  

 

Remember to renew 
your  

membership  
This could be your 
last newsletter if 

you haven’t  
renewed.  

IBC General Meeting Minutes (Cont from page 7)  
 

     A motion was tabled at the January General Meet-
ing and was brought up again to provide funds from 
the club to pay for our AFA delegates to go to conven-
tion.  Eric Kline had a breakdown of expenses for one 
person to attend the convention.  There was a general 
discussion on the motion among the members and it 
was decided to table the motion again until after the 
Expo in April.  
     Having no other business to take care of President 
Ramona Smith introduced our speaker, Dr. Mitizi 
Vargas DVM.  She spoke on obesity of birds and gave 
us some useful information.  
      
The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.  
 
Submitted By: Valerie Kane  

Do you know the dif-
ference between a pi-

geon and a retired per-
son with a 401K? 

 
The pigeon can still 
make a deposit on a 

BMW. 
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Brian Wilson, from Damascus, Maryland, suffered life -
threatening injuries in the accident 14 years ago. He also 
lost his ability to speak.  

But he now claims that the chatter of pet parrots con-
founded the bleak outlook of doctors, who were con-
vinced that he would spend the rest of his life in bed at a 
nursing home.  

"Two birds taught me to talk again," he said. "I had such 
a bad head injury I was never supposed to talk any more 
than a two -year -old."  

But two of the birds that he had had as pets since he was 
a child "just kept talking to me and talking to me".  

"Then all of a sudden, a word popped out, then two, then 
more."  

To show his gratitude to the birds who helped him on the 
path to rehabilitation, Mr. Wilson has devoted his life to 
feathered pets whose owners are no longer able or want 
to keep them.  

He now shares his home with about 80 brightly plumed 
exotic birds, from snow -white cockatoos to scarlet or 
blue and green macaws to African grey parrots.  

He has set up a foundation called the Wilson Parrot 
Foundation, which also offers the services of the birds to 
entertain at birthday parties and corporate events.  

"You wonder why I rescue birds? They helped me to talk 
again, so now I take care of them," he said . 

Parrots teach man to speak again 
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301 West Maple St. 
Davenport, Florida  

SAMANTHA DIERKER * JACKIE SUMMER-
LIN 

           863-421-0827 1-888-335-1287 

      

The Hotel Tea Room & Flower Corner  
is a Tea Room that offers: 

�x�� Lunch Monday thru Friday 11:30 am to 1:00 pm.           
Reservations Requested.  

�x�� Big Parties Reservations Required. 
�x�� Tuesday night Dinner 6:00 pm Reservations re-

quired. 
�x�� Intimate Wedding,  Bridal/Baby shower, specialty 

parties & Tea parties available upon request. 
�x�� We also have a Gift Shop that offers unique gifts 

for anyone Big or Small plus a Full Service Flo-
rist.  

�x�� Our Flower Shop can accommodate any of your 
flower needs. We deliver to all surrounding Com-
munities. Our Flower Shop hours are Monday thru 
Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm. 

 
 
 
                                                                       
                                                                                                                04-08 

       The Hotel 

Tea Room & Flower Corner 
Flowers * Gifts * Collectibles 
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