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     The Imperial Bird Club 
meets the third Thursday of 
each month at the VFW Hall 
of Auburndale, 241 Lake Ave. 
East, Auburndale.  Doors 
open at 7:00 p.m. and the 
meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.  
The Board Meeting is held 
the second Tuesday of the 
month.  The location of the 
Board Meeting is Denny’s in 
Haines City at the I -4 Exit 
and starts at 7:00 p.m.  All 
club members are welcome to  
attend and all board mem-
bers are required to attend 
the Board Meetings.  Contact 
Ramona Smith, President for 
more information.  

Club Objectives 
1. To ensure the preser-

vation and propaga-
tion of non-native 
cage birds in the 
United States. 

2. To further the Science 
of Aviculture.  

3. To exchange the 
knowledge, informa-
tion, and          experi-
ences related to cage 
birds.  

4. To educate the general 
public on Avian mat-
ters. 

Club Raffle Table 
The Club raffle table is to-
tally member supported.  
If you win a prize, at the 
next meeting, bring a prize 
of equal value for the ta-
ble.  Of course, you can 
always bring something 
for the raffle table.  Every-
body is happy if they win a 
little something and as we 
all contribute it will con-
tinue   spreading  happi-
ness among our  member-
ship. 

The opinions expressed 
in the Birdy Gazette are 
not necessarily those of 
the Imperial Bird Club 
or the editorial staff.  
The Imperial Bird Club 
and its staff assume no 
responsibility for claims 
of our advertisers or for 
the quality of goods or 
services the advertisers 
provide.  We regret if 
mistakes are made, how-
ever IBC is responsible 
only for corrections of 
errors. 
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Rosters for 2010 are now available.  

Be sure to get your copy.  
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Golden Wings 

Macaws  -  Cockatoo’s  -  Amazons  -  Hyacinth’s 
Rose Breasted  - Golden Conures 

Major Mitchell Cockatoo’s  -  Buffon’s Macaws 

Fred & Ramona Smith 
Www.goldenwingsproducts.com 

 

863-858-6739 
fredsmith@wildblue.net 

Lakeland, Florida  

Front cover: Orange-winged Amazon  

 
 

Meeting date is June 17, 2010 
 

Our entertainment for the month  
 

Will be:  
 

Movie Night  
 
 

Doors open at 7:00 p.m.  
Meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.  

 
 

SEE YOU THERE!  
VFW Hall —241 Lake Ave. East  

Auburndale, Fl.  
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Bird Club Officers  
 
President  - Ramona Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Vice President - Debra Bernard 863 -585 -4148  
Treasurer - Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Secretary -Valerie Kane -863 -439 -5199  
Director -Richard Joyce -863 -676 -0091  
Director -Jess Poyser -863 -439 -3096  
Director -Joe Rigdon -407 -365 -2986  
Director -Elaine Gray -863 -439 -3096  
AFA Regional Director -Florida, Puerto Rico,  
Virgin Islands -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
 

IBC Committees  
Expo  Chairman —Ramona Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Librarian -Gloria Boughton & Lois Wygonik  
Historian -Rebecca Kline -863 -450 -6772  
Legislation -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Publicity -Rich Long -863 -646 -7776 
Food Chair -Martha Legant -863 -298 -9779  
Hospitality -Jess Poyser & Elaine Gray -863 -439 -3096  
Parliamentarian -Eric Kline -863 -450 -6772  

Club Affiliations  
AFA Reps (2) Rebecca Kline & Joe  
                                                            Rigdon                           
FFA Reps(2) Fred Smith & Jean  
                                                        Pattison  
FFA President  Marty Dochstader  
 

The Imperial Bird Club will refuse to accept adver-
tising from anyone convicted of a bird related 

crime . 

Member Club Member Club 
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  IMPERIAL BIRD CLUB 
14710 BRAHMA RD. 

POLK CITY, FL. 33868-6703 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

2010 
                      

                                                    
                                                    
Name:___________________________Date________ 
Address:_________________________ 
City/State/Zip____________________ 
Phone:(     )_______________________ 
Cell #:___________________________ 
E-Mail Address:___________________ 
Are you a breeder or pet owner?
__________________________ 
Topics for programs that would be of interest to 
you:______________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
Was our club recommended to you, and if so, by whom?
________________ 
 
Applicants Signature___________________________ 
 
Check correct box: 
New Membership_____________ 
Renewal Membership____________ 
Check correct box: 
Family (2 votes) $20.00______________ 
Single (1 vote) $15.00_______________ 

 
Dues are for one (1) calendar year starting January 1, of 

the year paid.  Membership must be renewed  
annually to retain club privileges. 
Come learn and have fun with us! 
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Message from your 
President   

     
 
 
     Now is the time for our snow birds to go north –   
to get away from the hurricanes (ha ha) and for 
many to go on vacations.  Let’s all be faithful to  
attend the meetings each month and be willing to fill 
in positions of those that are away.  Also remember 
to bring items for the raffle table.  Proceeds from it 
are for the monthly expenses of the meetings.  
 
     We have some different activities planned for the 
summer that we feel you should enjoy.  If you have 
something you would like to do please let Debra  
Bernard our Vice President who is in charge of  
getting speakers know.  We would be happy to let any 
member present something if they would like to.  It 
doesn’t have to be lengthy.  
 
     We were sorry to announce that the husband of 
Club member May Rudd passed away.  She has been 
faithful to the Club for years in various capacities.  
Do what you can to encourage her.  
 
     Invite your friends to come to the meetings and 
join in the fun and hopefully learn while you are 
there.  
                         
                          SEE YOU THURSDAY  

          Ramona Smith 
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Orange -winged Amazon  
                                        Size:  
Orange -Winged Amazons are normally around 13 
inches in length from the beak to the tip of the tail 
feathers.  

                               Average Lifespan:  

60+ years.  

                                 Temperament:  
Orange -Winged Amazons make sweet and affection-
ate pets and bond closely to their owners. They have 
excellent speech abilities  and a comical attitude that 
makes them a hit with bird lovers everywhere. Like 
many Amazon Parrots, Orange -Winged Amazons 
have a reputation for going through a hormonal 
bluffing  stage as they reach sexual maturity. For 
this reason they are recommended for experienced 
bird owners.  

                                          Colors:  
Orange -Winged Amazons are mostly green, with 
yellow and blue on the face and forehead. They have 
a distinctive splash of orange on the front edges of 
their wings, which gives them their name.  

                                        Feeding:  
Like all Amazon Parrots, Orange -Winged Amazons 
do best on a high quality pelleted diet, supple-
mented with seed mix and daily servings of fresh 
bird -safe fruits and vegetables . A fresh and varied 
diet will help ensure that your bird maintains top 
nutrition.  

                                    Exercise:  
Amazon Parrots are prone to excess weight gain, so 
it's important that they are allowed room to exer-
cise every day. If you want an Orange -Winged Ama-
zon, you should be able to give it a minimum of 3 to 
4 hours outside of its cage per day.  
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Fruit  
 

Find and circle all of the fruit that are hidden in the grid. 
The remaining letters spell an additional fruit. 

 

 
APPLES 
APRICOT 
AVOCADO 
BANANA  
BLACK-
BERRY 
BLUE-
BERRY 
CANTA-
LOUPE 
CHERRIES 
CHOKE-
CHERRY 
COCONUT 
CRABAPPLE 
 

 

DATE 
FIG 
GRAPEFRUIT 
GRAPES 
KIWIFRUIT 
KUMQUAT 
LEMON 
LIME 
LYCHEE 
MANGO 
MULBERRY 
NECTARINE 
CRANBERRY 

 

ORANGE 
PAPAYA 
PEACH 
PEAR 
PERSIMMON 
PINEAPPLE 
PLUM 
POMEGRAN-
ATE 
RASPBERRY 
RHUBARB 
STRAW-
BERRY 
WATER-
MELON  
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This will allow the bird to burn excess calories and 
stretch its muscles, on top of providing essential 
mental stimulation  
 
         Orange Winged Amazon Parrots as Pets:  
Charming and beautiful, Orange -Winged Amazon 
parrots are popular pets with bird owners around 
the world. Because they love interacting with peo-
ple, they are a good choice for experienced bird 
owners who want to form a close relationship with a 
parrot of their own.  
 
Amazon parrots thrive on social interaction, and 
they need it to remain healthy and happy. Birds that 
are neglected often fall into destructive behavior 
patterns and depression , which can manifest itself 
in various physical and emotional problems. It's im-
portant for Orange -Winged Amazon owners to set 
aside a period of time each day for one -on -one in-
teraction with their bird, to establish and maintain 
a healthy bond.  
 
While hand -fed Amazon parrots normally make lov-
ing, affectionate pets, many go through an aggres-
sive stage during adolescence that some owners 
can't handle. While the phase does pass, it can 
sometimes last for up to 2 years. Potential owners 
should remember that if they adopt an Orange -
Winged Amazon, they are in it for better or for 
worse! These birds can live in excess of 70 years if 
properly cared for, so caring for one is not a com-
mitment to be taken lightly.  

         Thank You 
 

                    I want to thank everyone for all 
your concern, cards and calls  during the  
recent passing of my husband, Marlin Keith 
Rudd.  Also thanks so much for the flowers.  
They were beautiful.  It has helped knowing I 
have many caring friends.  
                                                              May Rudd  
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Our Raffle Table  

For May 2010  
Made a total of  

$ 81.00  
Good Job Club  

 
Remember to bring items for our 

monthly Raffle table  

FEATHERS —FEATHERS  
     
     Feathers, feathers who’s got feathers?   
 

Rebecca Kline has offered to temporarily  
take over this club fund raiser.  Please con-

tinue to bring  your feathers to the club meet-
ings —give them to Rebecca -and she will put 

them on EBay.    Thanks for all your              
participation  

MEMBER ADS  
FOR SALE: Pair Silver Bills Finches asking $50.00 and 1 
male & 3 female Orange Cheek Finches asking $10.00 
each.  Call Eileen Tyson @ 863 -409 -1494.  
 
Get your Hagen Prime vitamins from Golden Wings 
Products -call –  863 -858 -6739  
 
Have you purchased a new ink jet printer and still have 
cartridges from your last one -bring them to club meeting 
and trade with fellow club members who might use that 
number size.  Good way to recycle and help each other.  
 
FOR SALE : Macaw Nesting Boxes.   Z Boxes   for medium 
size birds. All are metal.     
Have available Male Yellow Nape, Male Eclectus, Female 
Eclectus.  Contact Gloria Boughton @ 863 -815-0997. 
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                        Food Toys for Picky Eaters  
Food toys are great for picky eaters. By food toys I mean 
food presented in such a way that a finicky eater will be 
tempted to play with and then nibble on it and eventually 
learn to eat it. Here are some examples:  

Take a carrot or a beet , preferably with the top (greens) 
still on and make a hole about 3/4 of an inch from the 
thick end. Put a short piece of sisal through it . Take a 
carrot peeler and peel down the side of the carrot with-
out removing the peels. Do this all around the carrot or 
beet and you will have a carrot mop that your bird will 
hopefully play with and sample.  

Take a thick woody carrot preferably with the greens still 
attached, and place it high up in the cage. Notch or wedge 
the end without the greens between the bars until it is 
secure, or secure with screw and washers and if it's the 
highest perch in the cage, your bird is sure to investigate 
it. Eventually, they usually rub their beaks on their new 
perch and then bite and chew on it. Chances are once 
they start chewing on it, they will learn to eat carrots.  

Brussell sprouts on the stalk hung in the cage usually 
winds up as a half eaten swing. In the case of very timid 
birds, try hanging a fruit or veggie outside of the cage al-
most out of the parrot's reach. What parrot do you know 
that won't reach for something it thinks that you don't 
want it to have? Be inventive! Make eating nutritiously 
fun for both of you!  

                                    Froot Loop Fun!  

My budgie would never eat cereal. He could never get a 
good grip on the cereal I wanted him to try. so I chose 
some froot loops cereal and strung them onto a long 
piece of yarn and tied it on two sides of his cage. He 
moves them with his beak and loves to munch on them.  

                                   Raisin Boxes  
 

Get the bags of raisins that are packaged in very small 
boxes, usually about two inches long. Very simple, open 
the bag, take a little box out, and hand it to your bird. Of 
course he'll start in chewing, and find it packed full of 
raisins. My birds love it. :)  
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Toy – making Ideas  
                                      
                                 Pasta Chains  

 
Try stringing a variety of different size pastas (uncooked) 
on ropes and hanging them in your birds cages. My birds 
love moving the pieces up and down on the ropes and 
playing with them. They also enjoy a tasty morsel or two 
and the pasta is good for them.  
 
                       Rawhide, Nuts and Kool Aid  

 
I have invented some really cool toys (in my opinion) for 
my tiel and keet. All you have to do is buy a rawhide dog 
bone some kool -aid and some nuts (the kind that your 
bird is obsessed with). Okay first boil some water, when 
that is done put the rawhide and the kool -aid in the boil-
ing water until the rawhide turns soft. Then all you do is 
cut holes big enough in the rawhide to slip in the nuts but 
they cant slip out very easily and just let that dry! And 
your bird will have fun pulling the nuts out and eating the 
fruit flavered and colorful rawhide strips! My birds fa-
vorite is the strawberry kool -aid with sunflower seeds in 
it, but obviously a cockatoo would want a bigger nut.  
 
                                    Goody Bag  

 
Cut a brown paper lunch bag in half and fill it with good-
ies such as dry noodles, special treats and toys, etc. Fold 
or crinkle up the top of the bag and place in the cage. My 
Eclectus loves to open the bag, get the goodies out, and 
then chew up the bag. I try to put different goodies in 
each time I give it to him, so he's always surprised.  
 
                                      Food ball  

 
My parakeet, Sunny, has gotten bored of honey seeds, 
bread and other stuff. So, I tore up some bread, and 
mushed it around until it made a ball. I unraveled it, and 
poured honey on it, then sprinkled seeds nuts and other 
kinds of food on it and rolled the bread back into a ball. 
My parakeet loved it! He just sits there standing and 
pecking at it, until he gets to the center, where I hide his 
favorite treat - sunflower seeds.  
———————————————————————————————-- 
Reprinted from Birds -N-Ways website.  Always supervise 
your bird when giving any new toy item.  
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 IBC General Meeting Minutes for May 21, 2010 
 
     President Ramona Smith welcomed everyone in atten-
dance and introduced visitors.  She picked the peanut 
winner.  She thanked everyone for all their help with the 
Expo. 
 
     Expo date for 2011 is Saturday April 23rd.  Easter 
falls on the last Sunday of April in 2011 so the Board  
decided to try a Saturday Expo.  We have received the 
damage deposit back from the City of Lakeland for     
Tigertown. 
 
     The Board voted to purchase 2 more tents for use at 
the Expo.  We had borrowed 2 for use this year.  We will 
watch for them to be on sale. 
 
     The secretary’s report was in the newsletter.  Elaine 
Gray made a motion to accept as written with a 2nd by 
Debra Bernard. 
 
     Fred Smith gave the treasurer’s report for April.  He 
also gave the results of the Expo.  Even though the  
attendance was down  the final tally showed a difference 
of less than $100.00 of last year.  Good job Club. 
 
      Debra Bernard made a motion to dismiss the business 
part of the meeting. 
 
     After a short break we resumed to hear our speaker 
Jean Pattison. 
 
     After the raffle was completed  the meeting was 
dismissed. 
 
Submitted By: Ramona Smith in the absence of Secretary 
Valerie Kane 
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What is fatty liver disease?  

Fatty liver disease in birds, also known as hepatic lipido-
sis, is a disease in which large amounts of fat are depos-
ited in the liver. It is most common in budgies, cockatiels, 
Amazon parrots, Quaker parrots, lovebirds, and cocka-
toos. It is a very serious condition, and death may occur 
if treatment is not started early in the course of the dis-
ease.  

What causes fatty liver disease?  

There are many possible causes of hepatic lipidosis in 
birds. These include:  

�x�� High fat content in diet (all -seed diet)  
�x�� Too frequent feedings, or eating too much at each 
feeding  
�x�� Nutritional deficiencies such as biotin, methion-
ine, and choline  
�x�� Thyroid disease  
�x�� Toxins such as lead, arsenic, carbon tetrachloride, 
chloroform, phosphorous, aflatoxins, and ethionine  
�x�� Hereditary factors  
�x�� Diabetes mellitus  

What are the signs of hepatic lipidosis?  

Birds with fatty liver disease generally have a sudden loss 
of appetite, are lethargic, and depressed. Many are over-
weight and the liver is enlarged due to the additional 
storage of fat. This results in a distended abdomen and 
difficulty breathing. They may have diarrhea and abnor-
mal droppings (green in color). Birds may have poor 
feather quality. If the liver function is greatly decreased, 
birds may develop central nervous system  signs such as 
seizures, loss of balance, and muscle tremors. Budgies 
may have overgrown, soft beaks. Some birds with fatty 
liver disease may develop few signs before they die sud-
denly.  

Fatty Liver (Hepatic Lipidosis) in Birds: 
Causes, Signs, & Treatment  

�x�� Reprinted from: Veterinary Services Department, Drs. Foster & 
Smith, Inc. Holly Nash, DVM, MS 
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  IBC Board Meeting for May 21st, 2010  
 
  In attendance:  Fred, Ramona, & Tammy 
Smith, Debra Bernard, Jess Poyser, Elaine 
Gray, & Richard Joyce.  Absent were: Valerie 
Kane & Joe Rigdon.  
 
     We had a discussion on the date of our Expo 
for 2011.  Ramona had contacted Tigertown 
about possible other dates since the last Sunday 
of April is Easter.  The only time close to that 
date is on Saturday, April 23rd.  There were no 
other open dates in April and the next available 
was late in May.  It was  approved by the Board 
to have it on that date and try a Saturday show.  
 
     The damage deposit from the City of Lake-
land for Tigertown has been received.  
 
     Fred Smith gave the treasurers report for 
April and also a report on the Expo results.  
Overall, even though attendance was down,  the 
final results were within less than $100.00 of 
last years Expo.  
 
     Authorization was given to purchase 2 more 
tents for use at the Expo.  We had borrowed 2 
for this year.  Will watch for them to be on sale.  
 
     Jess reported that Home Depot had small 
freezers on sale for $180.00.  We had borrowed 
theirs in the past but it quit working this year.  
 
     There being no further business meeting ad-
journed . 
 
Submitted by: Ramona Smith in the absence of 
Secretary Valerie Kane.  Page 11 

How is fatty liver disease diagnosed?  

Results of a physical examination, including the palpa-
tion  of an enlarged liver often raise suspicion of hepatic 
lipidosis. The diagnosis can be supported through liver 
tests, radiography (x -rays) , and confirmed through liver 
biopsy . 

What is the treatment for hepatic lipidosis?  

Birds with fatty liver disease must be placed on a low -fat 
diet which includes high quality pellets and fresh fruits 
and vegetables. It is sometimes difficult to get them to 
eat, so tube feeding may be necessary during the begin-
ning of the treatment. They usually need additional sup-
portive care such as supplemental heat and fluids. Addi-
tional medications, such as lactulose, may be given to 
treat or prevent central nervous system signs.  

APRICOT NUT BREAD 
 
2 boxes corn muffin mix 
2 lg. eggs                   
3 Tbsp. baking powder 
3/4 c. crunchy peanut butter  
1 1/2 c. dried apricots    
4 jars strained baby apricots 
2 c. oatmeal baby cereal 
      
Preheat oven to 400 degrees.  In a large bowl combine 
corn muffin mix, baking powder, and oatmeal cereal.  
Add eggs, strained apricots and blend well.  Stir in 
crunchy peanut butter with wooden spoon.  When well 
mixed, stir in dried apricots.  Batter should be stiff.  Pat 
mixture into a well greased 9x13 pan.  Bake for 30 min-
utes.  Cool on rack and cut into squares.  Store in freezer.  
Simply defrost to serve.                                Selected 
 
Taken from IBC cookbook (Our Yummy Book)  
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Avian First Aid: Natural Remedies  

Aloe Vera By Josee Bermingham, AHT  

Underutilized here in North America there are convinc-
ing reports, trials and research that confirm its potential 
for use as a safe and non -toxic remedy. In my entourage, 
people are aware of the topical gel’s therapeutic effect on 
burns, yet very few are familiar with the tonic drink and 
gel as a natural remedy for many other ailments. Its se-
crets have yet to be revealed in the avian medical commu-
nity as well. Over -the -counter, non -toxic and inexpen-
sive, it’s readily available, especially if you keep a plant at 
home and at the cottage in case of emergency! The his-
tory of Aloe Vera for centuries used by civilizations 
throughout the world is fascinating.  

The oldest documented usage of this plant dates back to 
1550 B.C in the Egyptian Book of Remedies. It was an 
Egyptian tradition to offer this plant at a funeral cere-
mony to accompany the Pharaoh to his last rest in the 
Valley of the Kings. A reference in the Bible claims that 
this plant was cultivated by God to give men a means of 
healing themselves.  “Aloe Vera Myth or Medicine?”  pro-
vides some  additional information pertaining to its prop-
erties, research, and different usage by humans and ani-
mals alike.  This miraculous plant should definitely be 
part of every avian first aid kit.  

Some claim it has fabled medicinal properties. Yet ac-
cording to Dr. Peter Atherton, “Evidence of its therapeu-
tic power dating back to 70 -90 AD; Kings and Queens, 
Pharaohs, Indian, Chinese, Greeks Romans alike have 
used this miraculous plant for therapeutic armory.” Dr. 
Peter Atherton’s recent book THE ESSENTIAL ALOE 
VERA can be purchased from Mill Enterprises. I recom-
mend its uses as a complementary or alternative medi-
cine especially when other known therapies have failed 
to be effective, or a natural remedy with no known toxic 
effects are preferred to use.  

                  Recommended Avian Dosages  

�x�� Aloe Vera Gel can be offered in a small cup. Many 
birds readily enjoy this.          (Cont. on Page 13)  
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Happy Birthday  
To Everyone  

With a Birthday  
In June  

FIND POLLY’S PEANUT 
       
 Polly Parrot has lost her peanut.  
One like the one pictured  ( but 
could be much smaller) is hidden 
somewhere in our newsletter. 
      If you find it, on a piece of 
paper put your name and “I 
found the peanut on page____” 
and bring to club meeting. 
     We will draw from those 
names for a small prize. 

 
HAPPY HUNTING  

FEATHER NOTES  
 

Music washes away from 
the soul the dust of  

everyday life.  

REMEMBER WHEN?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In either the year 
2001 or 2002 we 

purchased benches 
to be placed in the 

Lowery Park 
 Lorikeet Landing 

area. 
 

Well, on a recent 
school field trip the 
benches and plaques 
were spotted by 2 of 

our new Jr.  
members. 

 
They took pictures 
and were willing to 

share it with us. 
 

Your donation 
money from an 

Expo is still being 
enjoyed. 
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KNOWLEDGE KORNER  

 
 

The world’s only wingless 
bird is the Kiwi of New 

Zealand.  
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Oral dosage: have your avian veterinarian evaluate this 
dosage with you based on your pet’s weight  
�x�� Topical Spray: 1 part pure Aloe Vera Juice to 3 parts 

water. Rinse with water in a few hours later.  
�x�� Wounds and bits: apply open section of mature plant 

and wrap as a band aid under bandage  
�x�� Nasal flush: 1 mil pure get in 10 ml lactated ringer’s 

solution.  
Caution: Despite its extremely safe usage it is advisable 
to discuss and advise your avian veterinarian, nonethe-
less!  

Myth, reality and its undeniable therapeutic powers to 
relieve numerous health conditions are amongst its vir-
tues. However, do not consider this a miraculous thera-
peutic agent for all illnesses that have not been medically 
evaluated. Should diarrhea, apparent discomfort or ad-
verse reaction occur, discontinue its use immediately. 
Aloe Vera is not a permanent cure for arthritis, inflam-
mation and immune system deficiency. Symptoms sup-
pressed by this treatment will often return once the oral 
gel is no longer given.  

An Inexpensive Air Cleaner!  
 

Living with 7 Cockatoos, the dust can get pretty amazing!! 
I wasted so much money on air cleaners until I thought 
of this.  

I bought a box fan and a 20 X 20 inch furnace filter. I 
then took some duct tape and attached the filter to the 
intake side of the fan and set the fan on low in my bird 
room so the air circulated in a circle around the room. 
The amount of dust this removes from the air is incredi-
ble. Every day I take it outside and blow it out with the 
leaf blower, or you could use an air compressor. The vac-
uum just doesn't seem to get it clean while rubbing the 
filter with the brush destroys the surface of the filter.  

Make sure the fan isn't blowing directly on your birds 
and don't turn the fan up any higher that the low setting 
because it won't clean as well and will make too much 
noise. One of my little birds was sneezing all the time un-
til I did this. Now she doesn't sneeze at all!  
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Australia vets treat hundreds of "drunken" parrots  

By Phil Mercer BBC News, Sydney  

      

     The lorikeets are known for gathering in large and 
noisy flocks.  

     A mystery illness resembling human drunkenness has 
caused hundreds of native birds to fall out of the sky in 
the tropical Australian city of Darwin.  

     The brightly -coloured lorikeets are receiving treat-
ment at an animal hospital with symptoms similar to al-
cohol abuse in people.  It is unclear what is causing Dar-
win's inquisitive and gregarious lorikeets to unceremoni-
ously fall to Earth.  Vets say it could take some birds sev-
eral months to recover.  

     The mystery ailment often strikes these small parrots 
at the end of the wet season in Australia's rugged North-
ern Territory.  

     About 200 birds are being looked after by vets suffer-
ing what appears to be a giant hangover.  The splendidly -
coloured birds with blue faces, red beaks and green 
wings are a sorry sight.  

     Bleary -eyed and dishevelled, the cantankerous          
patients are suffering from headaches and a lack of      
energy. Many seem to want just a good lie down.  

     Tests have failed to reveal the cause of their distress 
and their rehabilitation could take a few months.  

     When the groggy lorikeets do finally emerge from this 
debilitating fog, they will be released back into the wild, 
where they roam in large, noisy flocks.  

      These extrovert creatures are generally fussy eaters.  
They are one of the few types of parrot that feast mainly 
on nectar and pollen but are best known for the shrill 
way they go about their daily business.  
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301 West Maple St. 
Davenport, Florida  

SAMANTHA DIERKER * JACKIE SUMMER-
LIN 

           863-421-0827 1-888-335-1287 

      

The Hotel Tea Room & Flower Corner  
is a Tea Room that offers: 

�x�� Lunch Monday thru Friday 11:30 am to 1:00 pm.           
Reservations Requested.  

�x�� Big Parties Reservations Required. 
�x�� Tuesday night Dinner 6:00 pm Reservations re-

quired. 
�x�� Intimate Wedding,  Bridal/Baby shower, specialty 

parties & Tea parties available upon request. 
�x�� We also have a Gift Shop that offers unique gifts 

for anyone Big or Small plus a Full Service Flo-
rist.  

�x�� Our Flower Shop can accommodate any of your 
flower needs. We deliver to all surrounding Com-
munities. Our Flower Shop hours are Monday thru 
Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm. 

 
 
 
 
                                                    04-2010 

 

       The Hotel 
Tea Room & Flower Corner 

Flowers * Gifts * Collectibles 
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