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     The Imperial Bird Club 
meets the third Thursday of 
each month at the VFW Hall 
of Auburndale, 241 Lake Ave. 
East, Auburndale.  Doors 
open at 7:00 p.m. and the 
meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.  
The Board Meeting is held 
the second Tuesday of the 
month.  The location of the 
Board Meeting is Denny’s in 
Haines City at the I -4 Exit 
and starts at 7:00 p.m.  All 
club members are welcome to  
attend and all board mem-
bers are required to attend 
the Board Meetings.  Contact 
Ramona Smith, President for 
more information.  

Club Objectives 
1. To ensure the preser-

vation and propaga-
tion of non-native 
cage birds in the 
United States. 

2. To further the Science 
of Aviculture.  

3. To exchange the 
knowledge, informa-
tion, and          experi-
ences related to cage 
birds.  

4. To educate the general 
public on Avian mat-
ters. 

Club Raffle Table 
The Club raffle table is to-
tally member supported.  
If you win a prize, at the 
next meeting, bring a prize 
of equal value for the ta-
ble.  Of course, you can 
always bring something 
for the raffle table.  Every-
body is happy if they win a 
little something and as we 
all contribute it will con-
tinue   spreading  happi-
ness among our  member-
ship. 

The opinions expressed 
in the Birdy Gazette are 
not necessarily those of 
the Imperial Bird Club 
or the editorial staff.  
The Imperial Bird Club 
and its staff assume no 
responsibility for claims 
of our advertisers or for 
the quality of goods or 
services the advertisers 
provide.  We regret if 
mistakes are made, how-
ever IBC is responsible 
only for corrections of 
errors. 
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To contact the Editor:  
ramonaksmith@wildblue.net  

 

Q: Why do mountain climbers rope themselves together? 
A: To prevent the sensible ones from going home. 
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Golden Wings 

Macaws—Cockatoo’s—Amazons—Hyacinth’s 
Rose Breasted—-Golden Conures 

Major Mitchell Cockatoo’s 

Fred & Ramona Smith 
Www.goldenwingsproducts.com 

 

863-858-6739 
fredsmith@wildblue.net 

Lakeland, Florida 

Front cover: Senegal Parrot  

 
Meeting date is June 18, 2009 

 
 

Our speaker for the month  
Will be:  

 
To be announced  

 
 
 

SEE YOU THERE!  
VFW Hall —241 Lake Ave. East  

Auburndale, Fl.  
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Bird Club Officers  
 
President  - Ramona Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Vice President - Debra Bernard 863 -293 -7541 
Treasurer - Wanda Joyce -863 -676 -0091  
Secretary -Sherry Rigdon -407 -365 -2986  
Director -Richard Joyce -863 -676 -0091  
Director -Jess Poyser -863 -439 -3096  
Director -Valerie Kane -863 -439 -5199  
Director -Elaine Gray -863 -439 -3096  
AFA Regional Director -Florida, Puerto Rico,  
Virgin Islands -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
 

IBC Committees  
Expo  Chairman —Debra Bernard 863 -293 -7541 
Librarian -Gloria Boughton & Lois Wygonik  
Historian -Rebecca Kline -863 -450 -6772  
Legislation -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Publicity -Rich Long -863 -646 -7776 
Food Chair -Valerie Kane -863 -439 -5199  
Hospitality -Jess Poyser & Elaine Gray  
Parliamentarian -Eric Kline -863 -450 -6772  

Club Affiliations  
AFA Reps (2) Fred Smith & Debra  
                                                           Bernard  
FFA Reps(2) Richard Pearson & Debra 
                                                            Bernard  
FFA President  Marty Dochstader  
 

The Imperial Bird Club will refuse to accept adver-
tising from anyone convicted of a bird related 

crime . 

Member Club Member Club 
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  IMPERIAL BIRD CLUB 
14710 BRAHMA RD. 

POLK CITY, FL. 33868-6703 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

2009 
                      

                                                    
                                                    
Name:___________________________Date________ 
Address:_________________________ 
City/State/Zip____________________ 
Phone:(     )_______________________ 
Cell #:___________________________ 
E-Mail Address:___________________ 
Are you a breeder or pet owner?
__________________________ 
Topics for programs that would be of interest to 
you:______________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
Was our club recommended to you, and if so, by whom?
________________ 
 
Applicants Signature___________________________ 
 
Check correct box: 
New Membership_____________ 
Renewal Membership____________ 
Check correct box: 
Family (2 votes) $20.00______________ 
Single (1 vote) $15.00_______________ 

 
Dues are for one (1) calendar year starting January 1, of 

the year paid.  Membership must be renewed  
annually to retain club privileges. 
Come learn and have fun with us! 
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Message from your 
President   

     
 
     Now is the time for our snow birds to go north –   
to get away from the hurricanes (ha ha)  and for 
many to go on vacations.  Let’s all be faithful to  
attend the meetings each month.  Also remember 
to bring items for the raffle table.  Proceeds from it 
are for the monthly expenses of the meetings.  
 
     We have some different activities planned for 
the summer that we feel you should enjoy.  If you 
have something you would like to do please let 
Debra Bernard our Vice President who is in charge 
of getting speakers know.  We would be happy to 
let any member present something if they would 
like to.  It doesn’t have to be lengthy.  
 
     As you read in this newsletter, there have been 
some hard times for members and other avicultur-
ists.  Do what you can to help and support them.  
 
     We plan to have a power point presentation at 
this meeting in which you will be actively involved.  
Come with your thinking caps on and be prepared 
to have a good time.  
 
     See you Thursday June 18th.    

              Ramona Smith 
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Bird uses body as dam to stop drain-
pipe soaking chicks 

A bird used her body as a dam to stop overflowing drain-
pipe water from soaking her chicks.  
  
May31, 2009 

 
The female thrush's body is semi-submerged in the water of 
the gutter as she holds back the flow, protecting the nest 
and her chicks Photo: SOLENT  

The Mistle Thrush had built her nest on top of 
a downpipe, blocking the water's passage and 
causing the gutter to flood.  
But desperate to protect her young, she puffed 
herself up to twice her size and sat in the drain-
pipe to stop the tide of rain water swamping the 
nest.  
  
She was so occupied with her task that her mate 
was left to feed her and their young.  
The images were captured by amateur wildlife 
photographer Dennis Bright at a house in Fare-
ham, Hampshire.  
Mr Bright said he was astounded by the female 
bird's behaviour.  
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Some of you know Phyllis Martin quite well, and have, 
for more years than I have been into birds. On Sunday, 
she lost her husband Chuck.  
 
Some of you may not know Phyllis.  
 
When the FFA (Florida Federation of Aviculture) was 
first conceived, Phyllis and Chuck we on the ground 
floor. They both had years of experience working with 
birds, and bird organizations. They originally worked on 
the by -laws and setting up of the whole organization. 
Much of what the FFA is today was because of Phyllis and 
Chuck. They never missed a meeting and drove long dis-
tances to get this organization off the ground.  
 
When Chuck took ill, Phyllis carried on. She never fal-
tered or failed in her commitment to hard work for this 
organization as well as some others. Some may not know 
that she is also a past President of the American Federa-
tion of Aviculture.  
 
Most of you know she also runs Fauna -Link, which is a 
rescue/sanctuary for government confiscated birds. With 
Chucks illness Phyllis ran her bird farm almost single -
handed for years. With his passing she will loose his so-
cial security and service pension. As hard as the bird 
farm has been for her, it is going to be much harder now. 
I know our hearts are with her, in this tragic time.  
 
If anyone would like to send a card, or flowers, or dona-
tion her address and memorial service information is 
listed below.  
 
You can send personal money to  Phyllis thru your paypal 
account. 
Go to paypal then send money then personal and use this 
addy         phyllis837@msn.com  
 
or you can donate to FaunaLink by going to 
http:/www.faunalink.org/ 
and click on donations 
or you can send a card to  
Phyllis Martin 
1314 St. Rd. 60 West 
Plant City FL 33567 
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The alarm is early - too soon it seems;  
There is no light - no morning sun beams.  
I lay here thinking it can't be so,  
I just lay down not long ago.  
Though silence was golden and rest sublime;  
There is no doubt it must be that time.  
For quiet is shattered by sounds of need,  
My morning reminder of birds to feed.  
Asleep I walk toward the sounds I hear,  
Knowing my fate once I draw near.  
Baby faces stare pleading for me to comply,  
To meet their demands - once more I'll try.  
With eyes half closed and mind a blur,  
I ready the babies, their food I stir.  
Each mouth I feed then clean their face,  
I'm left with a mess all over the place.  
Sometimes I ponder the days before  
This hobby of birds was such a chore.  
Complain I may, to fuss I'm prone,  
But without my birds - I'd feel alone.  
"Too little reward in the bank" is true,  
But it's not for money this thing I do.  
Friends call me crazy - my spouse would agree,  
But say what you want, raising birds is for me!  
I cannot explain it, don't ask me to try,  
I'm just into creatures that talk and fly.  
So each dawn shall find me just like this morn,  
Feeding the babes my birds have borne.  
To me its easy - straight forward you see, 
These birds are simply at the heart of me.  
I'm lucky and thankful to God above,  
For making these birds - for me to love!  
 

Written by a 14 yr. Old  

HAPPY  
FATHER’S  

DAY  
Page 7 

"The nest was tucked away from the weather in 
the shade of the roof but it was so close to the 
downpipe the gutter flooded when it rained.  
"It was only a matter of seconds before the pipe 
flooded, and water cascaded over the sides."  
Mr Bright said he was amazed by the bird's in-
genuity.  
"She had to come up with a solution so she 
puffed herself up so she was twice the size of 
her mate and used her body as a cork to stop 
the water - it was absolutely amazing.  
"She was very dedicated, sitting there even 
when the rain was hammering down. Then 
every half an hour she would get out, dry her-
self off and come back.  
"The male was doing most of the work - feeding 
her and the chicks when she was sitting in the 
pipe. I feel so lucky to have witnessed some-
thing so rare and unique."  
Hester Phillips, from the RSPB, said she had 
never seen such a situation.  
"We've heard of them nesting in some unusual 
sites before, namely on the top of traffic light, 
but we've certainly not come across anything 
like this before.  
"Birds can be amazingly hardy creatures, their 
endurance is incredible - especially when pro-
tecting their young."  

Member News For Your Information  
      
     Don King  son of Charles & Audrey King passed away 
on Tuesday June 9th after battling with cancer for sev-
eral months.  His funeral was Saturday June 13th.   
      For those newer members who don’t know -Charles 
and Audrey are among the founding members of the  
Imperial Bird Club.  
      You can send cards to : 2511 Jungle St. Lakeland, Fl. 
33891 or call them at: 863 -665 -8588.  
      Charles is battling cancer right now himself so they 
can use all encouragement and support we can give 
them.  
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Our Raffle Table  
For May ‘09  

Made a total of  
$40.00  

 
Remember to bring items for June  

FEATHERS —FEATHERS  
     
     Feathers, feathers who’s got feathers?   
 

Rebecca Kline has offered to temporarily  
take over this club fund raiser.  Please con-

tinue to bring  your feathers to the club meet-
ings —give them to Rebecca -and she will put 

them on Ebay.    Thanks for all your              
participation  
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Feather Notes 
Jean Pattison, July 15, 2001 

I have just received a phone call from someone concerned about stress 
bars. Since this issue is dealing with feathers I thought this might be a 
good place to throw in a few notes. 

Stress bars 
African parrots overall seem to be very resistant to getting actual stress 
bars across their feathers. Stress bars are caused from an upset in the nu-
tritional intake of a bird. This can be caused by poor diet, administration 
of meds, poor health, and of course stress which could be associated with 
chicks being too cold and food not digesting properly. 

The little cut lines seen running across a feather, which most people 
(including some veterinarians) refer to as stress bars in the Africans, are 
actually tiny cuts in the feather caused by the hardened feather sheath not 
being removed in a timely manner. Imagine the feather sheath being a 
soda straw, and the folded feather quills are starting to pop out but the 
"soda straw" does not break away. This is causing an abrasive action 
across the feather, which results in tiny perforations across the feather. 
These can be randomly scattered throughout the feathers, but usually 
show up in the wing and tail feathers. Actual stress bars from nutrition 
and health usually form a pattern over the bird's feathers that indicate an 
abnormality when that particular group of feathers was being formed. 

Dirty, black, ragged feathers 
When edges of feathers take on a ragged appearance and seem a bit oily, 
or dirty looking most people assume bad diet, or an all seed diet. In real-
ity, this could just be "old" feathers that have not molted yet. Granted, 
this could be diet induced, but there can be many causes for a delayed 
molt. Of course with the molt, the new feathers should be pristine and 
healthy looking. 

Yellow feathers 
As most of us know, abnormal colored feathers can indicate illness, and 
liver problems. In African parrots, red feathers on African greys or yel-
low feathers on Poicephalus are often times the result of plucking or even 
rubbing feathers out. I once bought 2 pair of brown-headed parrots from 
a gentleman who was asking a high price for them due to the fact all four 
had completely yellow heads. Of course I was the only person wanting 
brown-headed parrots, so I was able to convince him this was from being 
plucked. I told him if the chicks have yellow heads, and the parents retain 
the yellow I would give him the birds back, at no cost. I still have the 
birds.                      (Cont on P. 18) 
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MEMBER ADS  
 
FOR SALE: 2 cages 20 x 26 x 34 and 22 x 22 x 33 –  asking 
$30. 00 each –  Call May Rudd @ 863 -967 -4003  
 
WANTED:  Brown -headed Poicephalis hen breeder.  Call 
Jean Pattison @ 863 -686 -4532.  
 
Get your Hagen Prime vitamins from Golden Wings 
Products -call –  863 -858 -6739  
 
FOR SALE: Jenday Conure Pairs -$400.00 a pr.  
Call Ross Pittman 850 -206 -2034  
 
FOR SALE: various sizes of cages -for sizes and prices call 
Elaine Gray @ 863 -439 -3096  

Wing-clipping                                            (Cont from Page 19) 
Since I do a wing-clip where the primaries are cut leaving about one half 
inch of feather left, under (not below) the overlapping feathers. Some of 
my clients were concerned the molt would be affected, thinking the 
weight of the feather is what allows it to fall out, rather than being 
pushed out. I had one veterinarian write me a letter regarding this issue, 
since she did not approve of this cut. Well, I thought, does anyone really 
know if this is actually the case? That year I was holding back six Afri-
can greys for breeding so I clipped only one wing of each bird and 
waited. Eventually the wing feathers started their molt and I found the 
feathers molted at the same time. Page 9 

5/21/2009  General Meeting  
 
     Ramona called the meeting to order and asked if eve-
ryone received their newsletter. She introduced our one 
visitor, Linda Bailey, who came with Karen Carpenter.  
She drew the peanut winner.  The peanut was on page 14 
and the winner was Lois Wygonik.  
 
     Since the last club meeting, Mrs. Cindy Bergman was 
in the hospital to have a new pacemaker put in and we 
are glad to see she is able to be here tonight.  We did miss 
them at the Expo.  
 
     Ramona stated that we have a new book for the           
library, called the Complete Canary Tales donated by 
Jesse Poyser and Elaine Gray.  Be sure to check it out.  
 
     We received our deposit back from City of Lakeland 
for Tiger Town and they have already penciled us in for 
this time next year.  Ramona stated that she was pleased 
with the results of the Expo considering the state of the 
economy.  She distributed information about the Expo 
results to the membership.  The information shows a 
comparison of the last four years.  On one side is a graph 
and the other is the actual data.  The door was better than 
last year.  Comparison was very close and, considering 
that the economy is not as good, the Expo was successful.  
 
     The food vendor was very pleased with how much they 
sold and the reception he got and indicated that he would 
come back again next year.   
 
     Ramona had been told that the Expo would be on the 
marquis.  She said that the ball team is in charge of it 
now instead of the City of Lakeland.  She called them and 
they said they would put it on the sign.  Several people 
indicated that it wasn't there.  We did have other signs 
there, though.  
 
     She asked if anyone else had any comments or ques-
tions about the Expo.  Fred indicated that the vendors 
were happy with the outdoor layout.  We need to look at 
whether to redo the indoor layout next year.  We were 
also shorted 10 tables, which we will get credit for next 
year.  Ramona stated that next year, instead of just ask-
ing how many spots they want, we need to ask how many 
tables they need also.           (Cont on Page 15) 
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Senegal Parrot  

Family: Psittacidae  
Origin:  Central-western Africa  
Size: 9"  
Coloration:  Overall green, while paler and more yellow on the rump; tail 
brownish-green; lower breast and abdomen yellow tinged with orange; 
grey bill and head; yellow iris and brown legs.  
Diet: 65-80% high-quality commercial diet (pellets, crumbles or nug-
gets). The rest of the diet should consist of 15-30% vegetables and 5% 
fresh fruits, with an occasional nut. Use many varieties of fruits and 
vegetables, washed thoroughly. No avocados or fruit pits. See Basic Nu-
trition for Psittacines (Parrot Family) for more information.  
Cage Size: Minimum 30" H x 36" L x 30" W  
Grooming: Trim beak, nails, and flight feathers as needed. Compatibil-
ity/Disposition: May do well with others of this genus and other parrots 
if introduced at a young age. Can otherwise be very territorial and ag-
gressive.  
Vocalization: A quiet voice. Good with mimicry and often develop ex-
tensive vocabularies. Sounds include low-key whistles, chirps, squeaks, 
and assorted chattering. In the wild, their call consists of short screeches 
and high-pitched whistles.  
Playfulness: A shy bird that needs consistent gentle handling to remain 
tame.  
Life Span: 35+ years  
Age at Maturity:  2-3 years  
Nesting Sites in the Wild:  High in hollow trees.  
Breeding Season: September-November  
Sexing: Reliable only by DNA or endoscopy.  
Special: Physical development is precocious compared to other parrots. 

   In the wild, Senegal Parrots are shy and avoid being approached. This 
behavior has a tendency to remain, even in captivity, unless they are han-
dled and socialized at an early age. Throughout their lives, they need 
human interaction, gentle handling, and stimulation to remain tame and 
gentle. Of the three subspecies, the best-known member of this genus is 
the nominate Poicephalus senegalus senegalus. 

    Senegal's are quite entertaining in some of their more comical behav-
iors, such as rolling up in a cloth, lying on their back, or hanging and 
swinging upside down for extended periods. Although not great talkers 
(comparatively), they can and will learn to mimic and have a relatively 
quiet voice. Their antics, size, and more reticent nature make the Senegal 
a good choice for apartment dwellers. Average cost is from $250-$700, 
depending on whether purchased from a breeder or a retail store. 
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Poicephalus Parrots Make Great Pets 
© Jean Pattison — The African Queen 

 

 
 
12 Reasons Poicephalus  Make Great Pets ... 
1. A real parrot in a small size. For those wanting a 

small parrot a Poicephalus is perfect, and for those 
people wanting something larger, the un-cape is 
about the size of a small African grey. 

2. Price is from $500.00 to about $2,000.00, so they are 
available in all budget sizes too. 

3. They are loyal to their families and expect the same 
in return.  

4. They DO NOT need a "friend" to keep them com-
pany, which makes them ideal for a person wanting 
an "only" bird.  

5. The noise level is quite low, and makes them enjoy-
able additions to a quiet family, but they fit into a 
noisy family too. 

6. Poicephalus are playful and can entertain themselves 
for hours on end. 

7. They are smart, can learn some tricks and they learn 
their people well too. 

8. Most all talk to some degree, with some attaining 
huge vocabularies. 

9. Cage cost is usually less than the cost of the bird.  
10. Poicephalus will eat a variety of foods with little 

coaxing. 
11. There is a temperament to suit most everyone's per-

sonality. 
12. Their expected lifespan can be over 30 years. 
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IBC Bird Club Board Meeting 5/12/2009  
 
In attendance: Ramona Smith, Fred Smith, Debbie  
Bernard, Jesse Poyser, Elaine Gray, Richard Joyce,  
Wanda Joyce, Joe Rigdon, Sherry Rigdon, and  
Valerie Kline  
 
 
     Ramona called the meeting to order at the Denny’s in 
Haines City at 7:20 PM.  She reported that we need to get 
a new tire for the trailer.  It isn’t wearing evenly.  One of 
the tires looks bald…only has tread ¾ of the way around.  
Wanda motioned to purchase new tire and Debbie sec-
onded.  Ramona also received the paper to renew plates.  
Wanda will send it in and the registration will come to 
Ramona.  
 
     Ramona gave Wanda the check received from City of 
Lakeland for the $250. damage deposit  for Tiger Town.  
Next year they will give us credit for tables that were 
shorted this past April but were charged for.  
 
     Food Vendor was pleased with how he did at the Expo.  
He would like to do it again next year.  They did have sup-
plies left over that they were going to try to sell but will 
know more what to expect next year  
      
      
     Records back to 2006…Expo comparisons, a chart was 
made for the board members to view.  They will be 
passed out at the General Meeting also.  We had another 
great Expo.  
 
     Wanda gave the treasurer’s report.  
 
     The directors did not have any new business to bring 
up.  
 
     There being no further business, the meeting was     
adjourned at 8:30 PM.  

IBC Roster and Phone Directory for 
2009 is ready.  

Be sure to get your copy at the June 
meeting.  Page 11 

Reproduction 
Senegal parrots nest in holes in trees, often oil palms, usually laying three 
to four white eggs.   The eggs are about 3 cm long x 2.5 cm wide. The 
eggs are incubated by the female, starting after the second egg has been 
laid, for about 27 to 28 days. Newly hatched chicks have a sparse white 
down and they do not open their eyes until about two to three weeks from 
hatching. They are dependent on the female for food and warmth who 
remains in the nest most of the time until about four weeks from hatching 
when the chicks have enough feathers for heat insulation. During this 
time the male brings food for the female and chicks, and guards the nest 
site. From about two to four weeks from hatching the female also begins 
to collect food for the chicks. The chicks fly out of the nest at about 9 
weeks and they become independent from their parents at about 12 weeks 
from hatching. 

Pets 
Hand reared Senegal Parrots are one of the most popular parrots to be 
kept as pets, and the most popular Poicephalus parrot.   Their calls are 
generally high pitched whistles and squawks, but they are not as noisy as 
many other parrot species.  An indoor cage at least 4 ft x 3 ft x 3 ft or an 
outdoor aviary, in warm climates, at least 6 ft x 6 ft 3 ft wide would be 
suitable.   

Wild caught Senegal Parrots do not usually become tame and do not 
make good pets. 

Breeding 
Senegal Parrots are relatively easy to breed in captivity and there is a 
small industry in breeding and hand rearing Senegal Parrots and other 
parrots for the pet trade. In aviculture Senegal Parrots can start to breed 
at the age of 3 to 4 years, but some do not breed until age 6 or 7 years. 

Senegal Parrot nest boxes can be any of a variety of sizes and shapes; but 
for example, a nest box about 18 inches high and 8 inches to 10 inches 
square would be suitable. An exit and entrance port about 2.5 inches in 
diameter would be suitable, and the birds may enlarge the port by chew-
ing the wood. Nest boxes generally have a secure side door for inspecting 
the nest. 

Information from Wikipedia and Drs Fos-
ter & Smith 
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     Here is a remarkable incident. For over three weeks in June 2007, a 
small mockingbird kept on harassing a particular post-woman in South 
Gary Place, Tulsa, Oklahoma, USA. Rather unusual, since while dogs are 
famous for bothering postmen and women, a bird, that too the tiny little 
mockingbird, recognized and went after this post-woman! 

The experiment 

     That recognition of particular persons is not unusual is borne out by a 
recent scientific experiment. Mockingbirds living in cities quickly learn 
to identify individual humans; this is the title of a paper published by a 
group of Florida researchers, led by Dr. Douglas J. Levey  

     The experiment involved the same human approaching and threaten-
ing the nest of a mockingbird in the university campus on four successive 
days. The mockingbirds raised alarm, rushed to attack her and rushed 
towards her each day, at increasingly greater distances from her. But 
when a different human came near the nest on the 5th day, the birds re-
acted as they did on the first day with the first intruder. 

     And they were quite comfortable with the hundreds of people walking 
across the campus quadrangle near the nest, as long as they were safely 
away. 

     These results suggest that the typical urban bird, the mockingbird, 
learns quickly to identify individual humans; two 30-second exposures of 
humans at the nest suffices. 

     The authors draw a general conclusion from this. “Urban birds enjoy 
generally high nesting success, even though urban environments are 
characterized by large populations of nest predators. 

     We suggest that mockingbird’s perceptive ability and rapid learning 
predispose them to success in novel environments.” In other words, birds 
are smarter than we have given them credit for so far. 

     Dr. Nathan J. Emery of the University of Cambridge has been re-
searching on the intelligence of birds, a field that he calls “cognitive orni-
thology: the evolution of avian intelligence” (Phil.Trans. R. Soc. B.2006, 
361, 23-43; this paper too is freely accessible). It is not just mockingbirds 
that we should be impressed with. He points out that birds are exception-
ally skilled at discriminating between visual images. 

Cognitive ornithology:Birds are smarter than you 
think!  
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Happy Birthday  
To Everyone  

With a Birthday  
In June  

 

FIND POLLY’S PEANUT 
       
 Polly Parrot has lost her peanut.  
One like the one pictured  ( but 
could be much smaller) is hidden 
somewhere in our newsletter. 
      If you find it, on a piece of 
paper put your name and “I 
found the peanut on page____” 
and bring to club meeting. 
     We will draw from those 
names for a small prize. 

 
HAPPY HUNTING  

General Meeting Minutes (Cont.)  
 
     Richard Pearson asked for the net amount that we 
made.  Wanda indicated that she would have that infor-
mation for him at the meeting next month.  
 
     Ramona stated that the secretary's report was in the 
newsletter and asked for a motion to accept it as writ-
ten.  Valerie made a motion to accept, Elaine seconded.  
There was no opposition so it passed.  
 
     Wanda gave the treasurer's report.  
 
     Ramona asked for input from the board.  Valerie 
thanked everyone who brought food tonight.  Elaine did 
not have anything to share, nor did Jesse or Richard.  
 
     Ramona stated that she needed two volunteers to 
take care of the hourly raffle because Bill and Marty will 
be gone on vacation.  Also, during June, July and Au-
gust, she will need volunteers to welcome people com-
ing into the General Meeting  since Jess and Elaine will 
be gone back up north.  
 
     She asked for input from the floor and receiving 
none, she adjourned the business part of the meeting.  
After a short break, Jeanie Pattison spoke to the  
 membership.  
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A lifetime of good nutrition starts with feeding your bird a 
balanced diet with all the essential nutrients he needs every 
day. Right from the start, you'll see that good nutrition 

really works.           ZuPreem 

Right from the 
start:  

KNOWLEDGE KORNER  

    
Queen Victoria  

(1837 -1901) had an African 
Grey that sang  

“God Save The Queen”  
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     Pigeons can discriminate between images of aerial photographs, peo-
ple, trees and water, chairs, cars, humans, flowers, and of course other 
pigeons. One Dr. Watanabe claims that pigeons could tell apart the paint-
ings of Picasso, Monet, Chagall and van Gogh! 

     And the African grey parrot named Alex, famous among scientists 
(and who recently died) could vocally tell apart over 100 objects of dif-
ferent colors, shapes and materials. Dr. Irene M. Pepperberg of the Uni-
versity of Arizona, who studied Alex in detail, wrote an entire book in 
1999, titled ‘The Alex studies: cognitive and communicative ability of 
Grey parrots’ (Harvard University Press). 

     While most studies on avian intelligence have been done on pigeons, 
parrots, chicken and quails, special attention has justifiably been given to 
crows and parrots. The reason is the surprising fact that their forebrains 
are relatively the same size as those of monkeys and great apes! 

     Emery points out that this fact “places avian forebrain in a new light, 
where bird behavior may be explained as an adaptation to solving socio-
ecological problems similar to mammals. Their hardware is different 
from that of mammals, although evolved from the same structure”. 

     Pepperberg has said that if mammalian brains are like IBM PCs, bird 
brains are like Apple Macintoshes, the wiring and processing are differ-
ent but the resulting output (i.e. behavior) is similar. 

     The key point is not to look at just the brain size, but the more rele-
vant ratio of brain size to body size (or the brain- body ratio). 

     It is this ratio that makes us understand, for example, why a little 
mouse can be almost as smart as us, or why it is said that a chimpanzee is 
as intelligent as a six-year-old human. 

     Of course, the regions within the brain are important, just as the com-
ponents within the hardware in the computer are. This is how differences 
between species occur, for example, between songbirds, and between 
crows on the one hand and quail and pheasant on the other. 

     Ironically, a moral emerging out of these studies is to call someone 
‘bird-brained’ is no longer an insult, but praise. That crows practice ‘folk 
physics’ and make tools, just as chimps do, exemplifies this. Crows are 
known to use hooked twigs to poke out insect larvae from tree holes. 

     Next time you read Panchatantra, Jataka tales or Aesop’s fables, you 
will appreciate how fiction and fact are close. 
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BIRDS  

 
 
BLACKBIRD      EAGLE          MARTIN                ROBIN 
BUDGIE               EMU             MOCKINGBIRD    SEAGULL 
CANARY             FALCON      MYNA                     SPARROW 
CARDINAL         FINCH          OSTRICH                 SWAN 
CHICKEN            FLAMINGO  OWL                       TURKEY 
CRANE                GOOSE          PARAKEET            VULTURE 
CROW                  HAWK           PARROT                WOODPECKER 
DODO                  HERON          PELICAN                WREN 
DOVE                   JAY                PIGEON 
DUCK                  MAGPIE         RAVEN 
 
 
Did you enjoy this puzzle?  Visit http://www.puzzles.ca/wordsearch,html 
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301 West Maple St. 
Davenport, Florida  

SAMANTHA DIERKER * JACKIE SUMMER-
LIN 

           863-421-0827 1-888-335-1287 

      

The Hotel Tea Room & Flower Corner  
is a Tea Room that offers: 

�x�� Lunch Monday thru Friday 11:30 am to 1:00 pm.           
Reservations Requested.  

�x�� Big Parties Reservations Required. 
�x�� Tuesday night Dinner 6:00 pm Reservations re-

quired. 
�x�� Intimate Wedding,  Bridal/Baby shower, specialty 

parties & Tea parties available upon request. 
�x�� We also have a Gift Shop that offers unique gifts 

for anyone Big or Small plus a Full Service Flo-
rist.  

�x�� Our Flower Shop can accommodate any of your 
flower needs. We deliver to all surrounding Com-
munities. Our Flower Shop hours are Monday thru 
Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm. 

 
 
 
 
                                                    04-2010 

 

       The Hotel 

Tea Room & Flower Corner 
Flowers * Gifts * Collectibles 
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