
Ju
ly

 2
01

0 
N

ew
sl

et
te

r 

R
am

on
a K

 S
m

ith
 

14
71

0 B
ra

hm
a R

d 
P

ol
k 

C
ity

, F
lo

rid
a 

33
86

8 

Volume 27  Issue 7                   July  2010 

Imperial Bird Club 

Curl -Crested Aracari  
 

Photo compliments of  
Emerald Forest Bird Gardens  
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     The Imperial Bird Club 
meets the third Thursday of 
each month at the VFW Hall 
of Auburndale, 241 Lake Ave. 
East, Auburndale.  Doors 
open at 7:00 p.m. and the 
meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.  
The Board Meeting is held 
the second Tuesday of the 
month.  The location of the 
Board Meeting is Denny’s in 
Haines City at the I -4 Exit 
and starts at 7:00 p.m.  All 
club members are welcome to  
attend and all board mem-
bers are required to attend 
the Board Meetings.  Contact 
Ramona Smith, President for 
more information.  

Club Objectives 
1. To ensure the preser-

vation and propaga-
tion of non-native 
cage birds in the 
United States. 

2. To further the Science 
of Aviculture.  

3. To exchange the 
knowledge, informa-
tion, and          experi-
ences related to cage 
birds.  

4. To educate the general 
public on Avian mat-
ters. 

Club Raffle Table 
The Club raffle table is to-
tally member supported.  
If you win a prize, at the 
next meeting, bring a prize 
of equal value for the ta-
ble.  Of course, you can 
always bring something 
for the raffle table.  Every-
body is happy if they win a 
little something and as we 
all contribute it will con-
tinue   spreading  happi-
ness among our  member-
ship. 

The opinions expressed 
in the Birdy Gazette are 
not necessarily those of 
the Imperial Bird Club 
or the editorial staff.  
The Imperial Bird Club 
and its staff assume no 
responsibility for claims 
of our advertisers or for 
the quality of goods or 
services the advertisers 
provide.  We regret if 
mistakes are made, how-
ever IBC is responsible 
only for corrections of 
errors. 
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To contact the Editor:  
ramonaksmith@wildblue.net  

 

 
Rosters for 2010 are now available.  

Be sure to get your copy.  
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Golden Wings 

Macaws  -  Cockatoo’s  -  Amazons  -  Hyacinth’s 
Rose Breasted  - Golden Conures 

Major Mitchell Cockatoo’s  -  Buffon’s Macaws 

Fred & Ramona Smith 
Www.goldenwingsproducts.com 

 

863-858-6739 
fredsmith@wildblue.net 

Lakeland, Florida  

Front cover: Curl -crested Aracari  

 
Meeting date is July 15, 2010 

 
Our entertainment for the month  

 
Will be:  

 
“Birds Night Out”  

Wing and Nail trimming to be offered  
Tell us a story about your bird  
Come prepared -you will be the  

entertainment  
 

Doors open at 7:00 p.m.  
Meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.  

 
SEE YOU THERE!  

VFW Hall —241 Lake Ave. East  
Auburndale, Fl.  
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Bird Club Officers  
 
President  - Ramona Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Vice President - Debra Bernard 863 -585 -4148  
Treasurer - Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Secretary -Valerie Kane -863 -439 -5199  
Director -Richard Joyce -863 -676 -0091  
Director -Jess Poyser -863 -439 -3096  
Director -Joe Rigdon -407 -365 -2986  
Director -Elaine Gray -863 -439 -3096  
AFA Regional Director -Florida, Puerto Rico,  
Virgin Islands -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
 

IBC Committees  
Expo  Chairman —Ramona Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Librarian -Gloria Boughton & Lois Wygonik  
Historian -Rebecca Kline -863 -450 -6772  
Legislation -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Publicity -Rich Long -863 -646 -7776 
Food Chair -Martha Legant -863 -298 -9779  
Hospitality -Jess Poyser & Elaine Gray -863 -439 -3096  
Parliamentarian -Eric Kline -863 -450 -6772  

Club Affiliations  
AFA Reps (2) Rebecca Kline & Joe  
                                                            Rigdon                           
FFA Reps(2) Fred Smith & Jean  
                                                        Pattison  
FFA President  Marty Dochstader  
 

The Imperial Bird Club will refuse to accept adver-
tising from anyone convicted of a bird related 

crime . 

Member Club Member Club 
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  IMPERIAL BIRD CLUB 
14710 BRAHMA RD. 

POLK CITY, FL. 33868-6703 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

2010 
                      

                                                    
                                                    
Name:___________________________Date________ 
Address:_________________________ 
City/State/Zip____________________ 
Phone:(     )_______________________ 
Cell #:___________________________ 
E-Mail Address:___________________ 
Are you a breeder or pet owner?
__________________________ 
Topics for programs that would be of interest to 
you:______________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
Was our club recommended to you, and if so, by whom?
________________ 
 
Applicants Signature___________________________ 
 
Check correct box: 
New Membership_____________ 
Renewal Membership____________ 
Check correct box: 
Family (2 votes) $20.00______________ 
Single (1 vote) $15.00_______________ 

 
Dues are for one (1) calendar year starting January 1, of 

the year paid.  Membership must be renewed  
annually to retain club privileges. 
Come learn and have fun with us! 

 

Page 5 

Message from your 
President   

     
                    HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA  

 
     Take A Moment To Thank A Veteran 

 
When you see someone in a uniform  

Someone who serves us all, 
Doing military duty, 

Answering their country’s call, 
 

Take a moment to thank them 
For protecting what you hold dear; 
Tell them you are proud of them; 

Make it very clear. 
 

Just tap them on the shoulder, 
Give a smile, and say, 

"Thanks for what you’re doing; 
To keep us safe in the USA!"  

 
By Joanna Fuchs 

 
     Hope everyone had a safe and happy 4th.  Aren’t we 
blessed to live in a country where we are free.  
     Remember  it’s “Birds Night Out” so come prepared to 
tell us all  about your feathered friend.   
     Invite your friends to come to the meetings and 
join in the fun and hopefully learn while you are 
there.  We are happy for the new people who are 
joining and jumping in to help in various capacities.  
                         
                          SEE YOU THURSDAY  

          Ramona Smith 
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Curl Crested Aracari  (Pteroglossus beauharnaesii) is a very curious 
looking bird, thanks to the extraordinary feathers on the crown, which are 
curled up like gift wrap ribbon. They are very glossy and have the look 
and feel of plastic or patten leather. Further, the whitish yellow facial 
feathers have black tips that are larger than the surrounding feather shaft. 
In addition, they are one of only three toucan species with red on the 
nape and shoulders, giving them an awesome appearance up close. Be-
cause a picture is worth a thousand words, we won't attempt to verbally 
describe them. Their rainbow of colors make them far and away the most 
attractive of all the small toucans, and in some opinions the most attrac-
tive of any toucan. 

Curl Crested Aracaris are commonly encountered in central and southern 
Brasil as far east as the mouth of the Madeira River and westward to the 
lowland forests of eastern Peru and south into northern Bolivia. They are 
inhabitants and an indicator species of primary rainforest at slightly 
higher elevations enjoyed by other Aracari species. 

Until very recently the only know specimens of Curl Crested Aracaris in 
captivity in the U.S. were at the San Diego Zoo, where they have been 
successfully reproduced on a limited basis. Some of the San Diego off-
spring have ended up at the Dallas World Aquarium (which has since 
received Curls Crested from Emerald Forest) and at the Riverbanks Zoo 
in Columbia, South Carolina. 

In 2004 Emerald Forest Bird Gardens began receiving Curl Crested Ara-
caris for breeding and has a dozen pair set up. Both adult birds and their 
offspring are now available for the avicultural connoisseur. 

Curl Crested Aracaris, at an average weight of 210 grams, are tied with 
Black Neck Aracaris for the number two position in size after the Chest-
nut Eared Aracari. Curl Cresteds are exquisitely beautiful and peaceful 
additions to the mixed species aviary and their friendly disposition makes 
them fantastic pets. As handfed babies, they readily imprint on their hu-
man companions and quickly bond. They are curious, inquisitive and 
playful and a delight both in appearance and personality. They are easily 
trained to potty in the appropriate place as well as do a number of unique 
bird tricks. 

Curl Crested Aracaris are not listed on CITES 
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Before You Travel  
                      Prepare your bird, before you take flight 

 

                         By Melissa Kauffman  The Bird Channel 

 

1. Get your suitcase out and place it where your pet birds 
can see it. You can even pack in front of them, explaining 
to them that you will be leaving soon. The unusual action 
and your tone can convey to them that something not in 
their typical daily routine will occur.  
 
2. If your birds will be boarded or staying at someone 
else’s home, get out their travel carrier and put it near 
their cage a day or two beforehand. Put some treats in-
side the cage/carrier and let them explore it and get used 
to it.  
 
3. Prepare an emergency contact list that has the name of 
your avian veterinarian, his or her phone number and 
directions to the clinic, include after hours emergency 
information. Also put any medical conditions and medi-
cations that your bird needs currently, plus instructions 
if necessary.  
 
4. Create a care sheet that includes the bird’s name, spe-
cies, personality quirks, likes and dislikes, feeding, water 
and house cleaning instructions.  
 
5. To make things easy for you pet sitter, measure out 
your bird’s hard food items (seed/pellets) in little baggies 
for each day. This makes feeding easier and more accu-
rate for the pet sitter.  
 
6. Groom your bird a few days before you leave. Make 
sure toenail tips are clipped, wing feathers trimmed and 
feathers are showered.  
 
7. Right before you leave, use avian behaviorist Chris 
Davis’ finger counting method: Tell your bird(s) that you 
are leaving (going bye -bye) for this many days and indi-
cate the days by holding up fingers and counting them 
off. Whether or not you believe your bird understands, 
after you travel a few times, your bird will recognize this 
as another indication that you are leaving.  
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Here is a photo of nine of the 18 Curl Crested babies we have had this 
year.  In this photo they are between 6 weeks (smallest) and 10 weeks - 
largest.  Curls take about 3 months to wean unlike other Aracari species, 
which wean in 2 months 

Bird Word For The Month:  
  

Avian  
 
Definitions of words used by pet bird enthusi-
asts with the pet bird slant.  
 
Avian: (adj.) Relating to birds. This words 
seems to be used more often by pet bird enthu-
siasts than wild bird enthusiasts, although both 
use it in their jargon (i.e., specialized language 
of a trade, profession or group).  
 
 
 
 
 "Avian" refers to birds in general, not  
                specifically parrots.                                  
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Our Raffle Table  
For June  2010  
Made a total of  

$ 74.00  
Good Job Club  

 
Remember to bring items for our 

monthly Raffle table  

FEATHERS —FEATHERS  
     
     Feathers, feathers who’s got feathers?   
 

Rebecca Kline has offered to temporarily  
take over this club fund raiser.  Please con-

tinue to bring  your feathers to the club meet-
ings —give them to Rebecca -and she will put 

them on EBay.    Thanks for all your              
participation  

MEMBER ADS  
FOR SALE: Pair Silver Bills Finches asking $50.00 and 1 
male & 3 female Orange Cheek Finches asking $10.00 
each.  Call Eileen Tyson @ 863 -409 -1494.  
 
Get your Hagen Prime vitamins from Golden Wings 
Products -call –  863 -858 -6739  
 
Have you purchased a new ink jet printer and still have 
cartridges from your last one -bring them to club meeting 
and trade with fellow club members who might use that 
number size.  Good way to recycle and help each other.  
 
FOR SALE : Macaw Nesting Boxes.   Z Boxes   for medium 
size birds. All are metal.     
Have available Male Yellow Nape, Male Eclectus, Female 
Eclectus.  Contact Gloria Boughton @ 863 -815-0997. 
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If the temperature is not brought down quickly, the bird 
will die or sustain permanent brain damage.   

But while heat stroke (which is an actual clotting of blood 
vessels to the brain) is very serious, most veterinarians 
do not see a lot of it in their avian patients. Usually when 
pet birds have had too much exposure to heat or the sun, 
they simply suffer from heat stress, according to Dr. Har-
rison. A heat -stressed bird will hold out its wings and 
pant, but it does not go unconscious or have convulsions 
like it would if it was having a heat stroke.  

Heat stress is still not good for pet birds, Dr. Harrison 
said, because like any type of chronic stress, “heat stress 
causes a release of chemicals in the body that can bring 
on bacterial or yeast infections or metabolic diseases in 
birds that aren’t perfectly healthy.” This means that a 
bird that is not on a good diet or is overweight, if exposed 
to excessively hot temperatures, could very well become 
sick, he said.         (From Bird Channel online)  

 
Birdie Omelet  

 
1 egg, with shell  
1 splash of sugar -free fruit juice  
1 tablespoon riccotta or cottage 
cheese  
1/4 cup beans  
3 tablespoon carrot, grated  
3 tablespoon each of green pepper, broccoli, sweet 
corn, chopped sweet yam  
 
Mix all ingredients.  
 
Microwave 2 minutes.  
 
Let cool.  

Update to Roster 2010  
Rachel Holley  
920 26th St. N W  
Winter Haven. Fl. 33881  
863 -934 -0545  
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Bird Heat Stroke Dangers  
              Can you recognize if a bird has heat stroke? 

 

When birds suffer heat stroke, it’s almost always a result 
of the owners leaving their birds in a car on a hot day 
while they’re out running errands, according to avian 
veterinarian Gregory Harrison, DVM.  

“They may be taking their bird to the veterinary clinic for 
an examination or for grooming and then decide to run 
another errand while they’re out,” Dr. Harrison said. 
“When they make their stop, they roll up the windows 
because they don’t want anyone breaking into their car 
and stealing their parrot. Then they run into the store or 
the bank or wherever they’re going, thinking it’ll just be a 
couple minutes, but then they forget how long they’re 
gone. Fifteen minutes later they come back to their car 
and their bird is dead or in critical condition.”  

Dr. Harrison practices in southern Florida, and has 
never seen a bird with heat stroke from simply being out-
doors in the sun. “Usually outdoor birds have exposure 
to a breeze, or at least they can fly to get some air move-
ment and cool themselves down,” he said. “But when 
birds are contained within an environment like a car, the 
air is stagnant, they can’t fly around, and there’s nothing 
they can do to cool off.” Birds have no sweat glands and 
therefore cannot dissipate heat by perspiring, he added.  

In the early stage of heat stroke, a bird will hold its wings 
out from its body and pant. It may appear anxious or agi-
tated, or have a blank stare on its face. As the condition 
worsens, the panting will become very heavy, and the 
bird will rock back and forth on the perch and have a 
hard time keeping its balance. Eventually the bird will 
fall off the perch and begin to convulse. “If the bird is al-
lowed to convulse, the convulsion will continue to drive 
the  temperature  up — even if the bird is brought out of 
the sun — because the body is working so hard during the 
convulsion,” Dr. Harrison said.  

                                                        (Cont. on P. 21)  

                               By Rebecca Sweat 
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 IBC General Meeting Minutes for June 17, 2010 
 

     President Ramona Smith called the meeting 
to order at 7:35 p. m. and introduced our visitor  
this evening Rack Crumley.  
     T he peanut on page 17 was won by Sherri 
Wright.  
     May Rudd whose  husband passed away on 
22nd May 2010 was not here tonight, but left a 
card which Ramona read.  
     We need a fill in for the raffle table while 
Mary and Bill Legant are on vacation for the 
summer, Richard Joyce volunteered.  
     We need speakers for the summer months 
which can be difficult. Suggestions  from the 
membership were a speaker on finches. Anyone 
with a hobby who would like to speak at a 
monthly meeting. Debbie our V P suggested 
that next month be pet night so anyone seeking 
advice on their pet please have questions ready 
for our next meeting.  
     The Secretaries report was in the Newsletter, 
Madam President  called for  a motion to accept 
as written which was made by Debbi and sec-
onded by Fred.  
      Fred Smith gave the Treasurer's report.  
     Jess Poyser and Elaine Gray are possibly 
gone for the summer.  
     AFA convention deadline for the discount 
registration is the 6/18/10  
     The benches purchased for Lowery Park Zoo 
by the Club are still in use and good shape.  
     A motion was called to  adjourn the business 
portion of the meeting and made by Richard. 
The meeting adjourned at 7:50 p. m.  
 
Submitted by Valerie Kane - Secretary  
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Fruit Flies: Discourage An Annoying Pest  
Nontoxic solutions to killing invasive fruit flies away 
from your bird's cage     By: Susan Chamberlain  
———————————————————————————————-- 
     Fruit flies attracted to food in your pet bird’s area or 
room are annoying. They hover over fruit bowls, house-
plants, and of course, bird cages. They’re smaller than 
gnats and no -see-ums, but you can control them! The tiny 
creatures we call fruit flies belong to the order Diptera. 
We most often see the variety known as the vinegar fly. 
They thrive on overripe, rotting or fermenting fruits.  

Take the following steps to rid you and your bird’s home 
of fruit flies.  

�x�� Fruit flies gravitate toward garbage. Dispose of dis-
carded fruit in tightly closed containers or by putting 
it down an in -sink garbage disposal. Wipe kitchen 
counters and wash cutting boards and utensils imme-
diately after preparing your bird’s fruit and vegeta-
bles. Even a tiny bit of sticky residue will attract resi-
dent fruit flies.  

�x��  Keep fruit in the refrigerator rather than in a bowl 
on the kitchen counter. If you must keep fruit out, 
check it frequently. As soon as it begins to age, the 
flies will return.  

�x�� Empty and wash your birds’ fruit dishes after several 
hours. Change the paper liner on the bottom of the 
bird cage, and wipe fruit fragments from cage bars, 
floors and walls.   No food, no fruit flies.  

�x�� Pour ½ an inch of red wine or beer into a bottle with 
a tall neck, and put it where flies congregate. They’ll 
enter and drown in the liquid  

�x�� Fruit flies like calm, still air. Keep air currents mov-
ing with a ceiling, counter or window fan. (Be sure to 
keep your birds away from fans.)  

�x�� Reduce gnat populations by locating your house-
plants in well -ventilated areas. Keep soil free of 
leaves and other debris. Top off houseplant soil with a 
layer of bird gravel for a neat, clean look.   

Color attracts fruit flies. Use an Agro -BioTech Fruit Fly 
Trap, which uses color (and no toxic chemicals!) to at-
tract the bugs to a sticky glue, where they are trapped 
and killed. Add bait, such as beer or a slice of tomato or 
banana to the trap, to attract and kill more flies faster. 
Eliminate fungus gnats, those insidious little critters hov-
ering around your houseplants with Bug Stix sticky traps.  
                                                    (Reprinted from The Bird Channel)  

Page 19 



Page 18 

  IBC Board Meeting for June 17th, 2010  
 
  In attendance Ramona, Fred and Tammy 
Smith, Joe Rigdon,  Debra Bernard, Richard 
Joyce and Valerie Kane  
  
Ramona called the meeting to order at 7:10 p. 
m. at the VFW in Auburndale. As reported in 
the newsletter Club member of long standing 
May Rudd's husband passed away on 22nd May 
2010. May sent a thank you card and Ramona 
read it aloud to the club members. May is still 
supplying our cold drinks for our General Club 
Meetings, but was not able to be at  tonight's 
meeting.  
  
There are new regulations for Bird Clubs from 
the IRS and Madam President is going to in-
quire what paper work is needed to keep us up-
dated. Our clarification as of now is legal, but 
we need to know what needs to be done for the 
new clarification.  
  
Debbie Bernard our V P has suggested for our 
next months  program  a pet night for club mem-
bers from anything to shown how to cut flight 
feathers to  trimming claws or beaks. So if you 
have a question for our breeders  please get 
them ready for next months meeting.  
  
Fred Smith gave the treasurer's report.  
  
There being no further business meeting ad-
journed at 7:30 p. m.  
  
Submitted by Valerie Kane - Secretary  
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301 West Maple St. 
Davenport, Florida  

SAMANTHA DIERKER * JACKIE SUMMER-
LIN 

           863-421-0827 1-888-335-1287 

      

The Hotel Tea Room & Flower Corner  
is a Tea Room that offers: 

�x�� Lunch Monday thru Friday 11:30 am to 1:00 pm.           
Reservations Requested.  

�x�� Big Parties Reservations Required. 
�x�� Tuesday night Dinner 6:00 pm Reservations re-

quired. 
�x�� Intimate Wedding,  Bridal/Baby shower, specialty 

parties & Tea parties available upon request. 
�x�� We also have a Gift Shop that offers unique gifts 

for anyone Big or Small plus a Full Service Flo-
rist.  

�x�� Our Flower Shop can accommodate any of your 
flower needs. We deliver to all surrounding Com-
munities. Our Flower Shop hours are Monday thru 
Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm. 

 
 
 
 
                                                    04-2010 

 

       The Hotel 
Tea Room & Flower Corner 

Flowers * Gifts * Collectibles 
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C a l i f o r n i a  G o l d e n  S p r a y  M i l l e t ®  

S u p e r i o r  q u a l i t y  m i l l e t ,  a l w a y s  f r e s h  a n d  p l u m p .   L o w  s h i p p i n g !

V e n d o r s  &  g r o u p s :  1 0 %  o f f  o r d e r s  1 5 0 +  l b s .  
2 5  l b s .       $ 7 4 . 0 0  

5  l b s .            $ 1 9 . 0 0  

6 - p a c k          $   4 . 5 0  

       

           
 

T w i n  B e a k s  A v i a r y  H e r b  S a l a d ™  
5  o u n c e s $  6 . 4 6  

8  o u n c e s $  9 . 6 9  

 1  p o u n d     $ 1 7 . 4 2   

 

W e  a l s o  c a r r y  d r i n k e r s ,  n e s t  b o x e s ,  n e s t i n g  m a t e r i a l ,  

o u r  o w n  “ G a m m y ’ s ”  b r a n d  p r o t e i n  s e e d  s u p p l e m e n t ,  a n d  

o t h e r  p r o d u c t s  f o r  s m a l l  b i r d s ,  s o  p l e a s e  e m a i l  f o r  a  f u l l  

l i s t .   O r d e r  b y  e m a i l  f o r  c u s t o m  s h i p p i n g  q u o t e ! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

9 6 4 7  S m i t h f i e l d  F a r m s  R o a d 

B a y  M i n e t t e ,  A l a b a m a  3 6 5 0 7  

2 5 1 - 4 6 3 - 4 2 0 8  

i n f o @ G a m m y s F i n c h e s . c o m 
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Happy Birthday  
To Everyone  

With a Birthday  
In July  

FIND POLLY’S PEANUT 
       
 Polly Parrot has lost her peanut.  
One like the one pictured  ( but 
could be much smaller) is hidden 
somewhere in our newsletter. 
      If you find it, on a piece of 
paper put your name and “I 
found the peanut on page____” 
and bring to club meeting. 
     We will draw from those 
names for a small prize. 

 
HAPPY HUNTING  

FEATHER NOTES  
 

Small deeds done are better  
 

than great deeds planned  
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KNOWLEDGE KORNER  

 
If NASA sent birds into space  

 
they would soon die, they need  

 
gravity to swallow.  
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A Birthday Tribute To Our Nation  

Poem by By Bob Beskar           rwlb@comcast.net  

Every time I see "Old Glory", I think of many things...  
But most of all our freedom, that so many died to bring!  
 
Though our Nation still is young, and suffers growing 
pains,  
the visions of our forefathers, still solidly remains.  
 
Their dreams are now reality, and their hopes the way we 
live,  
and the blood they shed for us, was the price they vowed 
to give.  
 
We've weathered many storms, and made some huge 
mistakes,  
But we strive to make life better, and will do what it may 
take!  
 
Though our backgrounds often vary, our dreams are 
much the same,  
and we'll fight until the death, for our freedom to remain.  
 
The men who formed this Nation, knew well what they 
laid out,  
and sacrificed so much, to bring this all about.  
 
And now each year we celebrate, what those before us 
gave...  
but even now there is a force that wants us in our grave!  
 
We're criticized for many things, the world does without,  
but when there is a cry for help; we're first to help them 
out.  
 
We do it from our hearts, and for our fellow man,  
for that's what freedom teaches us, and lives throughout 
this land.  
 
So as we celebrate our Nation's birth, across our land 
and sea...  
Let's remember all our heroes, who died to make us free!  
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Author: Stacy Richford  

Regardless of the fact that many birds can potentially 
outlive their owners, We need to remember just how 
fragile birds are when compared to many of the other 
types of pets we could own. An interesting fact that dem-
onstrates the fragility level of birds is how miners used to 
actually exploit this weakness in order to insure their 
safety while underground. They would often bring a ca-
nary down into the mines with them since they knew that 
the birds were extremely sensitive to potential dangers 
and the canary would die if the air in the tunnel was be-
coming toxic.  

Most pet birds also have this same sensitivity to toxic 
fumes. Even common every day items such as aerosol 
sprays, Teflon pans and even household furniture polish 
can be potentially lethal to most birds. It's highly advis-
able that when you use anything that has a strong odor or 
gives off fumes that you do so in a well ventilated area 
that is a good distance away from where your birds are 
kept.  

Another dangerous hazard for your new pet bird is their 
natural attraction to chew on objects. Many birds like to 
bite and chew on items that are welded which may cause 
them to develop lead poisoning from the soldered joints 
on the object they were chewing. Birds also enjoy nib-
bling on potted plants and flowers . Make sure that if you 
keep any plants close to your birds cage that they are edi-
ble or at the very least non toxic. In cases were you are 
not really sure, it would be best to keep them safe dis-
tance away just to be on the safe side. Despite all the sto-
ries regarding poinsettia plants  being poisonous, in reality 
they are pretty harmless. Another good idea would be to 
provide an alternative that is inherently safe, such as a 
small pot of an herb like parsley which may help your 
birds avoid the temptation to nibble in the first place.  

If you tend to feed your birds different kinds of fresh 
foods, you are doing a good service for your birds health  
in most cases. However, it is very important to note that 
there are indeed some things you should never feed your 
birds. For example, items like avocado, coffee and choco-
late are natural toxins to many birds  
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When the holiday season begins to approach, chances are 
you will want to bring a tree into your home. A common 
misconception many people have when they bring a tree 
home is the assumption that their birds can make good 
use and get enjoyment out of climbing it. In reality many 
types of Christmas trees are pretty toxic to birds. Many 
times they have been treated with some form of chemical 
preservative to help them last longer during the holidays. 
In addition, many of the ornaments and the electric 
lights that we traditionally hang on our trees can also 
pose a safety hazard.  

If your bird does not have it's wings clipped, there are 
additional safety concerns you should prepare for. First, 
you need to make sure that all of the windows in your 
home have shades or curtains so that if you let your bird 
fly around abit you can cover them while your bird is out 
so he wont just fly through any old opening. If your home 
also has glass doors, you should cover them as well. If 
you decide not to use any curtains or shades, in the very 
least you should attach some form of safety decals on the 
glass itself so that your bird can tell the glass is there. It 
is not unheard of to hear stories where a bird has flown 
into a glass window it could not see and broken it's neck. 
Any type of mirror or other reflective surfaces pose the 
same type of problem.  

You should also be sure you don't have any kind of stand-
ing water that is easily accessible when your bird is out of 
it's cage. It's very easy for a bird to drown in a toilet or 
the kitchen sink  in just a few seconds. Cooking while al-
lowing your bird to fly around the house is also not the 
best idea, especially if you have any pots on your stove 
uncovered.  

Lastly, more than one bird owner has over looked the 
fact that his bird was perched on their shoulder just as he 
rushed to answer the front door. You should never carry 
your bird with you to an open door, regardless wither or 
not their wings are clipped. Even a bird with clipped 
wings will still be able to glide fairly far if they happen to 
catch an updraft.  
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