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Mealy Amazon baby  

Raised at  
Golden Wings Farm  
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     The Imperial Bird Club 
meets the third Thursday of 
each month at the VFW Hall 
of Auburndale, 241 Lake Ave. 
East, Auburndale.  Doors 
open at 7:00 p.m. and the 
meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.  
The Board Meeting is held 
the second Tuesday of the 
month.  The location of the 
Board Meeting is Denny’s in 
Haines City at the I -4 Exit 
and starts at 7:00 p.m.  All 
club members are welcome to  
attend and all board mem-
bers are required to attend 
the Board Meetings.  Contact 
Ramona Smith, President for 
more information.  

Club Objectives 
1. To ensure the preser-

vation and propaga-
tion of non-native 
cage birds in the 
United States. 

2. To further the Science 
of Aviculture.  

3. To exchange the 
knowledge, informa-
tion, and          experi-
ences related to cage 
birds.  

4. To educate the general 
public on Avian mat-
ters. 

Club Raffle Table 
The Club raffle table is to-
tally member supported.  
If you win a prize, at the 
next meeting, bring a prize 
of equal value for the ta-
ble.  Of course, you can 
always bring something 
for the raffle table.  Every-
body is happy if they win a 
little something and as we 
all contribute it will con-
tinue   spreading  happi-
ness among our  member-
ship. 

The opinions expressed 
in the Birdy Gazette are 
not necessarily those of 
the Imperial Bird Club 
or the editorial staff.  
The Imperial Bird Club 
and its staff assume no 
responsibility for claims 
of our advertisers or for 
the quality of goods or 
services the advertisers 
provide.  We regret if 
mistakes are made, how-
ever IBC is responsible 
only for corrections of 
errors. 
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Golden Wings 

Macaws—Cockatoo’s—Amazons—Hyacinth’s 
Rose Breasted—-Golden Conures 

Major Mitchell Cockatoo’s 

Fred & Ramona Smith 
Www.goldenwingsproducts.com 

 

863-858-6739 
fredsmith@wildblue.net 

Lakeland, Florida  

Front cover: Mealy Amazon 

 
Meeting date is July 16, 2009 

 
 

Our speaker for the month  
Will be:  

 
To be announced  

 
 
 

SEE YOU THERE!  
VFW Hall —241 Lake Ave. East  

Auburndale, Fl.  
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Bird Club Officers  
 
President  - Ramona Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Vice President - Debra Bernard 863 -293 -7541 
Treasurer - Wanda Joyce -863 -676 -0091  
Secretary -Sherry Rigdon -407 -365 -2986  
Director -Richard Joyce -863 -676 -0091  
Director -Jess Poyser -863 -439 -3096  
Director -Valerie Kane -863 -439 -5199  
Director -Elaine Gray -863 -439 -3096  
AFA Regional Director -Florida, Puerto Rico,  
Virgin Islands -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
 

IBC Committees  
Expo  Chairman —Debra Bernard 863 -293 -7541 
Librarian -Gloria Boughton & Lois Wygonik  
Historian -Rebecca Kline -863 -450 -6772  
Legislation -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Publicity -Rich Long -863 -646 -7776 
Food Chair -Valerie Kane -863 -439 -5199  
Hospitality -Jess Poyser & Elaine Gray  
Parliamentarian -Eric Kline -863 -450 -6772  

Club Affiliations  
AFA Reps (2) Fred Smith & Debra  
                                                           Bernard  
FFA Reps(2) Richard Pearson & Debra 
                                                            Bernard  
FFA President  Marty Dochstader  

The Imperial Bird Club will refuse to accept adver-
tising from anyone convicted of a bird related 

crime . 

Member Club Member Club 
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  IMPERIAL BIRD CLUB 
14710 BRAHMA RD. 

POLK CITY, FL. 33868-6703 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

2009 
                      

                                                    
                                                    
Name:___________________________Date________ 
Address:_________________________ 
City/State/Zip____________________ 
Phone:(     )_______________________ 
Cell #:___________________________ 
E-Mail Address:___________________ 
Are you a breeder or pet owner?
__________________________ 
Topics for programs that would be of interest to 
you:______________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
Was our club recommended to you, and if so, by whom?
________________ 
 
Applicants Signature___________________________ 
 
Check correct box: 
New Membership_____________ 
Renewal Membership____________ 
Check correct box: 
Family (2 votes) $20.00______________ 
Single (1 vote) $15.00_______________ 

 
Dues are for one (1) calendar year starting January 1, of 

the year paid.  Membership must be renewed  
annually to retain club privileges. 
Come learn and have fun with us! 
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Message from your 
President   

 
We celebrate our freedom this month  and we all 
should be proud.  Even though things seem bad at 
times we are Free we are Free we are Free.  Free to 
worship as we like, free to bear arms, freedom of 
speech,  even free to have our avian companions.  
For this freedom we should :  

Take A Moment To Thank A Veteran 
 

When you see someone in a uniform  
Someone who serves us all, 

Doing military duty, 
Answering their country’s call, 

 
Take a moment to thank them 

For protecting what you hold dear; 
Tell them you are proud of them; 

Make it very clear. 
 

Just tap them on the shoulder, 
Give a smile, and say, 

"Thanks for what you’re doing; 
To keep us safe in the USA!"  

 
By Joanna Fuchs 

 
See you Thursday July 16th.  God Bless America!  

                   Ramona Smith 
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Breeding success for rare bird  

By Fran Gillespie 
The Al Wabra Wildlife Preservation, located near Shahaniya to the 
west of Doha, has announced  the successful hatching of three 
critically endangered Spix’s Macaws Cyanopsitta spixii.  
Owned and founded by Sheikh Saoud bin Mohamed bin Ali al-
Thani on an estate formerly owned by his family, the reserve at Al 
Wabra is a state-of-the art breeding and research centre for some 
of the world’s most endangered species of birds and mammals. It 
has achieved pioneering success in the captive propagation and 
research of a number of threatened species, among them the Spix’s 
Macaw, the Lear’s Macaw, the Somali Wildass and Birds of Para-
dise, of which it has the largest breeding collection in the world.  
The handsome blue Spix’s Macaws are the most critically endan-
gered parrots in the world. The species was feared to be extinct in 
the wild in its native Brazil in the early 1980s, until it was redis-
covered in 1985, when just five birds, including two pairs, were 
located in the north of Bahia State. 
There have been no sightings in the wild since a male bird was re-
corded in October 2000. Currently there are about 120 individual 
Spix’s Macaws in captivity worldwide, of which around 50  are 
managed at AWWP, where the captive breeding programme is 
guiding the Spix’s Macaw a step closer to re-locating to its natural 
habitat in Brazil.  
The extinction in the wild of this beautiful bird was due in part to 
widespread illegal trapping for the exotic pet trade, and also by the 
introduction in Brazil of the aggressive Africanised bee, which 
competes for nest sites, stinging and killing breeding females incu-
bating eggs.   
What makes this year’s breeding success so important is that it 
came from AWWP’s genetically most important pairing, including 
the most important female in the international studbook managed 
population.  
The first two chicks hatched in February and March in AWWP’s 
new bird nursery, which has three rooms exclusively for Spix’s Ma-
caws; one for incubation, another for hand-rearing and a room for 
fledglings, including a 10m-long flight aviary.  
The Spix’s Macaws at Al Wabra were initially acquired from pri-
vate collections in the Philippines and Switzerland. To begin with 
the ambitious breeding programme, designed to save the species 
from extinction, met with problems. Some of the birds were dis-
eased and had to be treated. Every year a vet comes from Germany 
and conducts a thorough check on the birds. 
There were also inbreeding problems because all the birds in cap-
tivity are likely to have descended from a few individuals.  Page 23 

AFA 2009 Convention  
 

Join us in Houston, Texas from August 

5-8, 2009   for the 35th Annual Conven-

tion of the American Federation of Avi-

culture!   Join the FUN as we gather to 

learn, meet new friends, and renew 

old friendships at the newly renovated 

Houston Hilton North hotel.   This 

year's off -site event is a special trip to 

the Houston Zoo!    

�x�� Spread leaves or shavings of Fennel, Rosemary, Red Cedar Shav-
ings, Sassafras, Eucalyptus, or Pennyroyal under and around your 
pets' beds. 

�x�� Dust powdered Rosemary (cooking herb) onto the pet or areas 
where the pet sleeps. 

�x�� Make a water trap by partially filling a shallow pan with water. 
Suspend light source securely above it. Fleas (and other bugs) are 
attracted to the light and fall into the water and drown. 

 
Remember to get your copy of the Roster for 

2009  
 

GOD BLESS AMERICA  
PROUD TO BE AN AMERICAN  

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS AND LEADERS  
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1. Set out dishes containing equal parts of granulated sugar and Borax. 
Roaches are attracted to sugar, and the boric acid in Borax is deadly 
to roaches. 

· (Boric acid and Borax are toxic and should not be accessible to par-
rots and other pets. Baking soda is said to work as well as Borax in 
this formula and it is non-toxic.) 

SEED MOTHS  

�x�� Freeze bird seeds if possible to kill larvae and store all food in air-
tight containers. 

�x�� Place basil leaves or mint teabags in bags or canisters of bird seed to 
repel moths. 

�x�� Place sticky fly strips (without pesticides) into an old bird cage or a 
closed basket out of the reach of children, birds, and other pets. 
Make your own sticky paper by boiling sugar, corn syrup, and water 
together. Make your own fly paper by boiling sugar, corn syrup, and 
water together. Spread the mixture on brown paper grocery bags. 

�x�� To trap moths, mix 1 part molasses with 2 parts vinegar and place in 
a yellow container to attract moths. Clean regularly. 

�x�� Instead of using toxic mothballs in clothing storage areas, use cloves 
which work as well. Place them in cheese-cloth or spice bags and 
hang them in closets or stored bags of clothing. 

�x�� Use 1/2 pound rosemary, 1/2 pound mint, 1/4 pound thyme, and 2 
tablespoons ground cloves. Mix and put in cheesecloth bags and 
place in closets or drawers. 

�x�� Make sachets of dried lavender or equal portions of rosemary and 
mint. Place in closets, drawers, or closed containers to mothproof 
garments. 

FLEAS  

�x�� Combine orange peels, grapefruit peels, 3 garlic cloves, 1 tablespoon 
rosemary, (optional) and one pint of water in blender. Blend until 
liquefied. Heat mixture on low heat for 15 minutes. Cool and strain 
liquid into spray bottle. Spray on pet, and massage thoroughly into 
pet's coat, avoiding their eyes. 

�x�� Vacuum furniture and carpet frequently. Change bags after each use 
or store vacuum cleaner outside of home; clean your pet's favorite 
sleeping spots regularly and sprinkle with fennel or rosemary. A 
ratio of 1 teaspoon vinegar to one quart water used as drinking water 
helps to keep most pets free of fleas and ticks. 

 
                         (Cont. on P. 21) 
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Eggs were sometimes misshapen or failed to hatch, and there were 
behavioral abnormalities. But the programme has gone ahead de-
spite the pitfalls, and during the last three years 16 healthy chicks, 
in addition to the latest arrivals,   have been successfully hand-
reared. The future of the Spix’s Macaw now seems assured.  
AWWP has gained international recognition for its efforts in con-
servation and is a member of the European Association of Zoos 
and Aquaria (EAZA). In addition to the captive breeding efforts in 
Qatar, AWWP has also initiated a number of in-situ conservation 
projects in other countries for protecting species in their natural 
habitat.  
“The goal of the captive breeding programme,” says Ryan Watson, 
keeper of birds at AWWP, “is to establish a genetically and demog-
raphically sustainable population from which selected individuals 
can be re-established in their place of wild origin; the semi-arid 
region of Northern Bahia State, Brazil.”  
Efforts to provide suitable habitat for the birds have already 
started, two key properties having been bought from parties in-
volved in Spix’s Macaw conservation. These include the acquisition 
late last year of the 2,200 hectare Concordia Farm by HE Sheikh 
Saoud bin Mohamed bin Ali al-Thani. The last recorded sighting of 
the bird in the wild in 2000 was amongst the Caraibeira trees lin-
ing a creek which flows through the property.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Article taken from:  
 
Daily Newspaper published by Gulf Publishing & Printing Co. Doha, 
Qatar  
 
To view The Al Wabra Wildlife Preservation's web page on 
Zoo and Aquarium Visitor, go to: http://
www.zandavisitor.com/forumtopicdetail-1450-
Al_Wabra_Wildlife_Preservation 
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Our Raffle Table  
For May ‘09  

Made a total of  
$71.00  

 
Remember to bring items for July table  

FEATHERS —FEATHERS  
     
     Feathers, feathers who’s got feathers?   
 

Rebecca Kline has offered to temporarily  
take over this club fund raiser.  Please con-

tinue to bring  your feathers to the club meet-
ings —give them to Rebecca -and she will put 

them on Ebay.    Thanks for all your              
participation  
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COCKROACHES  

�x�� Prevention--Close off all cracks around pipes and electric lines 
where roaches enter the house by using cement, screening, or Brillo 
pads. Caulk small cracks along baseboards, walls, cupboards, and 
around pipes, sinks, and bathtub fixtures. Seal food tightly. Rinse 
food off dishes that are left overnight. Do not leave pet food out 
overnight. 

�x�� Release small geckos in your home and aviary. Provide dishes of 
water for them to drink. They will feast upon the roaches at night in 
the late evening, and sleep out of sight during daylight hours. 

�x�� Cut Hedge Apples (Osage Orange) in half and place several in the 
basement, around in cabinets, or under the house to repel roaches. 
Osage Orange is a fast growing shrub which can be grown as a 
hedge around homes and aviaries. The crushed fruits of this plant are 
said to attract and kill cockroaches. 

�x�� Baking soda and powdered sugar mixed in equal parts and spread 
around infested area is a non-toxic roach killer. 

�x�� Diatomaceous earth (DE) can be sprinkled on areas where roaches 
are seen. Parrots should not breathe the powder as it is being applied 
in the aviary. One brand available in natural food markets is 
"Concern" by Necessary Organics Inc. 

�x�� Build a cockroach trap. Smear a thin layer of Vaseline around the 
inside lip of a pint jar to a width of about 2 inches. Place the jar up-
right, with bait inside, in an area frequented by cockroaches. Apple 
and potato make excellent bait for American, smoky-brown, and 
brown-banded roaches, while German roaches prefer banana peel. 
Change the bait often because fresh food is more appealing to 
roaches. Another trap can be made by dusting the inside of a jar 
lightly with talcum powder and using the same bait food. Roaches 
entering the jar are unable to climb back out over the petroleum jelly 
or talcum powder barrier. Destroy the trapped roaches by dropping 
them into a pail of hot, soapy water. 
�x�� If there are no children or pets in the home and if birds have no 
access to the floor, the following mixtures can be used to kill 
roaches.  

1. Mix together 2 tablespoons flour, 4 tablespoons borax, and 1 table-
spoon cocoa. Set the mixture in dishes inside cupboards and behind 
large appliances where animals have no access. 

2. Mix equal parts of oatmeal, flour, and plaster of Paris. Set out in 
dishes. 

3. Sprinkle Borax where roaches travel. 
                    (Cont on P. 20) 
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MEMBER ADS  
 
FOR SALE: 2 cages 20 x 26 x 34 and 22 x 22 x 33 –  asking 
$30. 00 each –  Call May Rudd @ 863 -967 -4003  
 
WANTED:  Brown -headed Poicephalis hen breeder.  Call 
Jean Pattison @ 863 -686 -4532.  
 
Get your Hagen Prime vitamins from Golden Wings 
Products -call –  863 -858 -6739  
 
FOR SALE: Jenday Conure Pairs -$400.00 a pr.  
Call Ross Pittman 850 -206 -2034  
 
FOR SALE: various sizes of cages -for sizes and prices call 
Elaine Gray @ 863 -439 -3096  
 
FOR SALE: Various baby birds and also some breeder 
bird pairs.   Must sell due to health reasons.  Contact 
Steve Ioria at 863 -425 -2435.  

                                       THANK YOU  

Eric and Rebecca Kline would like to express our most sin-
cere thanks to all the members of IBC, for the beautiful 
plant, well wishes,  and a wonderful and surprising visit 
from Fred, Ramona and their daughter when Eric was in 
the hospital.   You are  ALL truly a wonderful bunch of peo-
ple who have such huge, compassionate  and caring hearts. 
We are honored to know you all, and we THANK all of you 
for your prayers and thoughts while Eric was hospitalized. 
God Bless You All.  

                                    Eric & Rebecca Kline   

ROSTER CHANGE  
Correct e-mail address for Joe Rigdon is:  
                rigdonhj@bellsouth.net  
 
Please make correction in your copy.  
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           6/18/2009       General Meeting Minutes  
 
     Ramona called the meeting to order and drew the pea-
nut winner.  The peanut was on page 12 and the winner 
was Cindy.  
 
     There was a small turnout for this month's general 
meeting.  Gloria and Lois didn't come because of the 
storms.  Bill and Marty are on vacation.  Jesse and Elaine 
are back up north.  Eric Kline is in the hospital as he had 
a heart attack last night, so he and Rebecca aren't here.  
She will let us know when she has an update to report.  
 
     Ramona reported that she put in the newsletter that 
Phyllis Martin's husband passed away a week ago.  Infor-
mation in the newsletter if members want to send a check 
or make a donation through PayPal.  Phyllis has held po-
sitions in FFA.  
 
     Charles and Audrey King's son, Don, passed away a 
week ago Thursday of cancer. The funeral was last Satur-
day.  Ramona asked what the club might want to do for 
the family.  The club did not send flowers.  Wanda made 
a motion that we send $50 donation to the American Can-
cer Society  and Debra seconded.  The motion passed.  
Wanda will give a check to Ramona to deliver.  
 
     Ramona passed out new club membership rosters.  
She checked the information against membership appli-
cations.  Please let Ramona know if there is anything 
wrong and she will correct in the newsletter.  
 
     Ammerman's show is July 12th .  Ramona asked if the 
club wanted to have a booth this time.  If so, she needs 
volunteers to set up, man it and tear it down.  Joe asked 
what results we have gotten from the booth, whether we 
have gotten any new members.  Richard Joyce indicated 
that we had one last year, and one new member joined at 
a meeting after attending the Ammerman show.  Debbie 
suggested that we hold off in July and address again in 
November when our vacationing people are back.  
Ramona said that we could have the same booth at the 
November show even if we don't use it this time.  
Ramona asked that the membership be thinking about 
getting a rain proof tent for the shows.  Debbie made a 
motion to purchase one.  Wanda seconded the motion 
and it passed.                     (Cont on Page 15) 
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                           Mealy Amazon  
 
                                   Description  
The Mealy Amazon has a total length of about 38 -41 cm 
(15-16 in) and weighs 540 -700 g (19.01 -24.64 oz). Cap-
tives commonly are heavier. It is among the largest par-
rots  in the Americas , mainly being surpassed by the large 
macaws . It has a relatively short and squarish tail, as do 
the other members of the Amazona genus . 

The Mealy Amazon is mainly green. The back and nape 
often have a whitish tinge; almost as if it had been cov-
ered in a thin layer of flour  ("meal"; hence its name). The 
distal half of the tail is paler and more yellow than the 
basal half, thus resulting in a distinctly bi -colored look. 
In flight it shows a bluish -black trailing edge to the wing 
and a conspicuous red speculum .   Occasionally a few yel-
low feathers are apparent on the top of the head and two 
subspecies , virenticeps  and guatemalae , have a bluish -
tinged crown. The maroon to orange eyes (typically ap-
pear dark from a distance) are surrounded by a relatively 
broad white eye-ring of bare skin.  

In South America, it is commonly confused with the Yel-
low -crowned Amazon , but can be recognized by its larger 
size, less yellow to the crown (not entirely reliable, as 
some Yellow -crowned may show almost none), the whit-
ish tinge to its plumage , broader white eye-ring, and red 
of the leading edge of the wing placed near the phalanx  
(not near the radiale ), but this is often difficult to see 
(especially on perched birds). Their voices are also strik-
ingly different.  

                                             Behavior  
The Mealy Amazon is social and can be found in pairs  or 
in large flocks . They are even known to interact with 
other parrots , such as macaws . They are usually quiet but 
can be loud at dusk and dawn. In captivity, they are know 
as one of the gentlest and calmest of all amazons.  

                                                   Diet  

The diet of the Mealy Amazon consists mostly of fruits , 
seeds , berries , nuts , blossoms , and leaf buds.  

Page 19 

Feathers over the back (scapular) are elevated extremely. These 
two postures help the bird to cool the skin. Feathers are a great 
insulator against both heat and cold, and by holding the feathers 
away from the body, heat is better able to be dissipated. The fuzzy, 
fluffy down feathers hold in body heat very well. 

Birds try to reduce their activity during the heat of the day, and 
may seek shade or try to bathe. Birds do not have sweat glands, but 
evaporate water directly through the skin. In some species, the 
blood vessels of the skin of the neck may dilate. Problems may 
arise if a bird is not allowed to rest quietly during the hottest part 
of the day. If a cage mate or another type of animal is bothering 
the bird, it may become stressed and overheated. Removing a 
stressed bird to a shady, quiet and cool location, and spraying it 
with water may help. 

If a bird is discovered overheated and unconscious, it is most likely 
suffering from heat stroke. This is a life-threatening situation. It is 
vitally important to immediately place the bird in a bath of tepid 
water, to lower the body temperature, making sure to not let the 
bird inhale any water. The water should not be too cold, or it will 
shock the system. Because feathers have oils that make feathers 
somewhat waterproof, make sure that the water is able to pene-
trate down to the skin. Then, take the bird immediately to an avian 
vet, making sure someone calls ahead to alert the staff (so that 
they can prepare). 

Pay close attention to breeder pairs with babies in the nest boxes 
outdoors in summer. Some birds, most notably the African parrots 
that are usually winter breeders, may have problems with babies 
overheating in their box. With a serious heat-wave, even summer 
breeders, such as Amazons, may have problems with their babies 
overheating in the nest box. Make sure nest boxes are well-shaded 
and covered. 

Baby birds can usually handle higher temperatures than adults or 
fully feathered birds. Some baby birds have very little natal down 
feathering, and other species have fairly thick down. Baby parrots, 
being altricial, require higher temperatures to thrive, and in the 
nest, parent birds do an excellent job of regulating the temperature 
correctly. Babies removed from the nest for hand-feeding must be 
kept in a controlled temperature and humidity environment in 
order for them to metabolize their food and properly grow. 

When shipping birds, it has been my experience that if baby birds 
of different ages are mishandled by mistake, and left on the hot 
tarmac in the sun, the unfeathered neonates are more likely to sur-
vive for a longer time than their feathered compatriots.  
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The Dog Days of Summer  
Margaret A. Wissman D.V.M. 

During the heat of the summer, it is important to be able to recog-
nize signs of heat-related problems in pet and aviary birds. Al-
though most parrots are from tropical areas of the world, many of 
our avian friends have gotten used to the cushy life of living with 
air conditioning in the summer. Problems with the heat may arise 
if a bird that has been living indoors in a climate-controlled envi-
ronment suddenly must deal with the summer heat. Heat prostra-
tion has occurred in birds that lived in a home with a/c that sud-
denly went on the fritz. It also may occur in birds that have been 
moved from indoors to outdoors, as well. Problems may also occur 
in birds that have had their cages unknowingly moved to a sunny 
location, and the birds do not have any shade from the searing 
summer sun. Birds acclimated to living outdoors usually won't 
have a problem, unless they are already subclinically ill. The stress 
of the heat may precipitate a crisis, especially if the bird has a res-
piratory problem, such as an aspergillus granuloma, or a candida 
plaque in the trachea. 

Signs of a bird with heat-related problems are usually easy to rec-
ognize. Panting is commonly observed. This is an effective method 
of heat loss. Some birds also rapidly vibrate the muscles and bones 
of the throat, which also helps to cool the bird. Panting in parrots 
accompanied by a goose-honking type sound usually indicates se-
vere problems, and these birds should be immediately cooled off 
with a shower of cool water and taken immediately to an avian vet-
erinarian. Birds with simple panting can be gently sprayed with 
cool or tepid water. Offering a large pan of water may be helpful. 
The feet may be cooled off with wet towels or by standing the bird 
in a shallow dish of cool water. The beak may also be moistened. 
Of course, move a cage out of direct sun, as well. 

A bird that is suffering from heat prostration will also have very 
hot feet. The nares may be very red, and the beak will also be very 
hot. The breath will feel hot against your skin. If you have an ear 
thermometer, you can take the temperature of larger birds. It is 
not a bad idea to take the resting temperature of your pet bird to 
have a baseline temperature for comparison. Most birds average 
40-41 degrees C. 

Another sign of hyperthermia is when the bird holds its wings 
away from the body in addition to panting. It may appear to be 
weak, and wobbling on the perch. The body (contour) feathers may 
be puffed out away from the body, and may be gently rippling.  
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                                           Breeding  
After Mealy Amazons reach sexual maturity  they usually 
form monogamous  relationships with a single partner. 
Each year courtship usually begins in early spring, and 
the female will usually lay three or four white eggs in tree
-cavity nest. The female incubates  the eggs for about 26 
days. The male regurgitate  food for the female during the 
incubation period, and later for the chicks in the nest as 
well. The chicks leave the nest about 60 days after hatch-
ing.  

                               Status and Conservation  
It is fairly common in most of its range, but has declined 
locally due to habitat loss and trapping for wild parrot 
trade. Trafficking of the birds (as for exotic pets ) is illegal 
in many nations, but the species are still smuggled into 
the United States  from Mexico . In some areas Mealy 
Amazons are hunted as food. The Mealy Amazon some-
times feeds on human crops (especially corn ) and may be 
considered a crop pest . 

The Mealy Amazon is commonly bred in captivity . 

Information from Wikipedia  

At Jungle Island, Florida, USA 
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Member Happenings Since June Meeting  
 

   We announced at the June meeting that Eric Kline had 
had a heart attack the day before and was in the hospital.  
After  further testing it was determined that he had not 
had a heart attack  but instead had a blood clot in the 
lung thus causing the shortness of breath.   They put him 
on blood thinner and he is now home and back to work.  
He has to be very careful what he does.  
————————————————— 
 
     Past President Richard Pearson was not at the meeting 
and everyone wondered why.  He also was in the hospi-
tal.  He went in suffering from strokes and after much 
testing was diagnosed with cancer  on the brain and 
throughout his body.   He at this time is taking radiation 
treatments.  The next steps are not known to us at this 
time.  Last we heard he was still hospitalized in an un-
known location.  
—————————————————- 
 
     Steve Iorio was also in the hospital after suffering a 
stroke at the home of another club member.  He is going 
through some stressful times right now which  is not 
helping his health condition.  
—————————————————- 
 
     We need to remember each of these and their families 
in our prayers along with other Club Members that have 
had health issues for some time.  
————————————————— 
 

     On the happier side:  
 
Next time you see Debra Bernard CONGRATULATE the 
new GREAT GRANDMA on the arrival of her new grand-
son  Dameon Hugh Conner Payton  weighing in at 7lb. 2 
oz.  
 
——————————————————————————————— 
     If anything is going on in your life or you know of a 
club member  that has some medical issues or announce-
ments  let the Editor know and we will pass the word on 
through the newsletter.  I will try to keep everyone  up-
dated on the above members.  
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Happy Birthday  
To Everyone  

With a Birthday  
In July  

 

FIND POLLY’S PEANUT 
       
 Polly Parrot has lost her peanut.  
One like the one pictured  ( but 
could be much smaller) is hidden 
somewhere in our newsletter. 
      If you find it, on a piece of 
paper put your name and “I 
found the peanut on page____” 
and bring to club meeting. 
     We will draw from those 
names for a small prize. 

 
HAPPY HUNTING  

General meeting Minutes cont.  
 
     Ramona asked the officers if they had any input.  
 
     Val motioned to accept secretary's report as written in 
the newsletter.  Richard seconded.  Motion passed.  
 
     Wanda gave the treasurer's report.  
 
     Ramona stated that the breakdown of the Expo results 
are on the table.  There is only one copy, but club mem-
bers can review if desired.  
 
     May stated that we didn't make that much money on 
the live birds that we raffled in the Grand Raffle at the 
Expo.  She wondered if we should continue to include live 
birds in the Grand Raffle.  She asked that the member-
ship think about it.  If it is a draw for people, then it is 
worthwhile.    But, if not, it has not been profitable so we 
might not want to continue it.  Fred suggested that we 
might want to actually auction a Netbook (9” laptop).  We 
could get one for less than $250.00.  The WalMart gift 
card is also a big seller, so we should continue it.  Before 
planning of the next show, we will plan what to do.  Mem-
bership should consider and supply any other ideas they 
have.  
 
There being no further business, the business portion of 
the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM.  
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A lifetime of good nutrition starts with feeding your bird a 
balanced diet with all the essential nutrients he needs every 
day. Right from the start, you'll see that good nutrition 

really works.           ZuPreem 

Right from the 
start:  

KNOWLEDGE KORNER  

    
The pouch of a Pelican has 

a capacity to carry 12 
quarts.  
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Make A Smoothie For Your Pet Bird 
Give your pet parrot a cool treat this summer by making a 

smoothie. 

Summer is coming, and there is no healthier way to cool off then 
with a smoothie that you can share with your pet bird! Make this 
and you and your pet bird will enjoy it  on a hot summer day! 

 Ingredients  
1 cup sliced strawberries 
½ cup blueberries 
½ banana 
1 cup whole-fruit, no-sugar sorbet 
8 cubes of ice 

Place strawberries, blueberries and half a banana into a blender, 
and add one cup of whole fruit, no-sugar sorbet with eight ice 
cubes. Blend it all together until smooth, and serve your pet bird in 
a small bowl. Garnish the smoothie with a few blueberries or a 
slice of banana! 

Reprinted from the Birdchannel.com website 

By Jessica Pineda 

Cont from page 17 

Problems may occur when traveling with a pet bird. Never leave a 
bird alone in an automobile during the summer, even if the win-
dows are down. The sun can turn a vehicle into an oven in no time 
at all! Even with the windows down, the heat may be too much for 
a pet. Also, you are risking that your pet may be stolen. When trav-
eling with a bird, try to keep it in similar conditions to those it is 
used to. If you must travel with no air conditioning in the automo-
bile, pay close attention to your bird for signs of overheating. If 
your bird is panting, offer it cool, bottled water, and move it to a 
cool location. You can mist the bird and also place cool, wet towels 
on the feet. If you are vacationing in a place without a/c, place the 
bird cage in a shady location, with cross-ventilation. Don't worry 
about a "draft" causing a "cold." It doesn't happen. 

Birds are very adaptable and can handle a wide range of tempera-
tures. Just remember that they require time to slowly adapt to 
great environmental changes. Knowing what to look for with a 
heat-related problem is the first step. Enjoy those dog days (who 
named them that, anyway?) and keep cool. 
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SAFE AND NATURAL PEST CONTROL  
by Carolyn Swicegood 

�x�� FRUIT FLIES 
One aviculturist came up with this ingenious solution. She places 
some of the birds' discarded soft food in a plastic Ziploc bag in the 
evening. By morning, the bag is full of fruit flies and is sealed and 
thrown out. 

�x�� Place saucers of fruity fragrant wine with a few drops of detergent 
in areas frequented by fruit flies. Chardonnay wine seems to be 
their favorite. 

�x�� Place fragrant fruit such as mango peels in the bottom of wine bot-
tles. Fruit flies fly in and cannot fly out. 

�x�� Place sticky fly strips (without pesticides) into an old bird cage or 
basket out of the reach of children, birds, and other pets. Make 
your own sticky paper by boiling sugar, corn syrup, and water to-
gether. Spread the mixture on brown paper grocery bags. 

ANTS  

�x�� Wash countertops, cabinets, and floor with equal parts vinegar and 
water to deter ant infestations. 

�x�� Sprinkle powdered cinnamon on ant trails. Several types of ants 
will not cross a barrier of cinnamon powder. 

�x�� Use powdered charcoal, bone meal, talcum powder, or chalk as a 
barrier along ant trails. 

�x�� Parrot cage legs can be placed within shallow pans filled with wa-
ter--like small moats that ants cannot cross. 

�x�� Locate the ant colony and pour boiling water into it. If you can find 
a hole where ants are entering the house, squeeze the juice of a 
lemon into the hole or crack. Then put the lemon peels all around 
the entrance. 

�x�� Grow spearmint, peppermint, pennyroyal, southern wood, and 
tansy plants around the border of your home to deter ants and the 
aphids that they carry. 

�x�� Fire ants--Killing the egg -laying queen is the only way to destroy 
the colony. Choose a day when the ground is dry and the rain is at 
least a day away. Then gently sprinkle a teaspoon of instant grits 
on each fire ant hill. The worker ants carry the grits to the queen 
who eats them. When she drinks water, the grits expand in her 
stomach and kill her. The remainder of the hill dies within a day. 
(From Tightwad Gazzette II book.) 

�x�� Note that different types of ants have different preferences, so what 
works for one type may not work for another.    (Cont on P. 19) 

Page 15 

301 West Maple St. 
Davenport, Florida  

SAMANTHA DIERKER * JACKIE SUMMER-
LIN 

           863-421-0827 1-888-335-1287 

      

The Hotel Tea Room & Flower Corner  
is a Tea Room that offers: 

�x�� Lunch Monday thru Friday 11:30 am to 1:00 pm.           
Reservations Requested.  

�x�� Big Parties Reservations Required. 
�x�� Tuesday night Dinner 6:00 pm Reservations re-

quired. 
�x�� Intimate Wedding,  Bridal/Baby shower, specialty 

parties & Tea parties available upon request. 
�x�� We also have a Gift Shop that offers unique gifts 

for anyone Big or Small plus a Full Service Flo-
rist.  

�x�� Our Flower Shop can accommodate any of your 
flower needs. We deliver to all surrounding Com-
munities. Our Flower Shop hours are Monday thru 
Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm. 

 
 
 
 
                                                    04-2010 

 

       The Hotel 
Tea Room & Flower Corner 

Flowers * Gifts * Collectibles 

 


	Page #1
	Page #2
	Page #3
	Page #4
	Page #5
	Page #6
	Page #7
	Page #8
	Page #9
	Page #10
	Page #11
	Page #12
	Page #13
	Page #14

