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      The Imperial Bird Club 
meets the third Thursday of 
each month at the VFW Hall 
of Auburndale, 241 Lake Ave. 
East, Auburndale.  Doors 
open at 7:00 p.m. and the 
meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.  
The Board Meeting is held 
every third Thursday of the 
month between 6:00 and 
6:30 p.m. prior to Club  
Meeting at the VFW Hall in 
Auburndale.  All club  
members are welcome to   
attend and all board  
members are required to  
attend the Board Meetings.  
Contact Ramona Smith, 
President for more  
information.  

Club Objectives 
1. To ensure the preser-

vation and propaga-
tion of non-native 
cage birds in the 
United States. 

2. To further the Science 
of Aviculture.  

3. To exchange the 
knowledge, informa-
tion, and          experi-
ences related to cage 
birds.  

4. To educate the general 
public on Avian mat-
ters. 

Club Raffle Table 
The Club raffle table is to-
tally member supported.  
If you win a prize, at the 
next meeting, bring a prize 
of equal value for the ta-
ble.  Of course, you can 
always bring something 
for the raffle table.  Every-
body is happy if they win a 
little something and as we 
all contribute it will con-
tinue   spreading  happi-
ness among our  member-
ship. 

The opinions expressed 
in the Birdy Gazette are 
not necessarily those of 
the Imperial Bird Club 
or the editorial staff.  
The Imperial Bird Club 
and its staff assume no 
responsibility for claims 
of our advertisers or for 
the quality of goods or 
services the advertisers 
provide.  We regret if 
mistakes are made, how-
ever IBC is responsible 
only for corrections of 
errors. 
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Message  
from your 
President   

    Welcome… as we celebrate the beginning of this New 
Year at Imperial Bird Club! Our members have talents, inter-
ests, experiences and goals that are unique! There is a strong 
need for each of us to share these gifts with each other, and 
use them to meet the special needs of our avian friends. 
     As a biologist and science teacher, our Club Objectives of 
furthering science, exchanging experiences and knowl-
edge, and educating the general public are a natural part of 
my daily life. Because these objectives focus upon the needs 
of Avian species, the pursuit of these goals is high priority 
and enjoyable to me. 
     During the past few months, I have spent many additional 
hours studying the effects of habitat destruction, disease, and 
radiation upon birds and other living things on our planet. 
News reports of the mass bird deaths on New Year's Eve of 
2010, the others that followed; and the Japanese nuclear trag-
edy that began in March 2011, have pushed me to become 
more educated and involved in wildlife conservation.  
     What inspires you to appreciate, and care for, your feath-
ered friends? Is it their intelligence and beauty? Is it their 
inquisitive and spunky spirits? Why should we preserve and 
propagate non-native cage birds? Why promote Aviculture? 
For me, birds are a diverse and very special group of ani-
mals. They should continue to be observed and enjoyed by 
future generations!  
     I am looking forward to what 2012 will bring! Thank you 
for the opportunity to serve the Club as President. It is my 
hope that together we can accomplish great things for the 
birds we enjoy so much!  
 
 Lisa Marie Prescott  
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24th Annual Bird Expo & Sale 

Saturday, April 28, 2012 
9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Vendor Information Contact: Ramona 
Smith, Expo Chair. (863)858 -6739  

ramonaksmith@wildblue.net  

Directions:  
    

Take Lakeland 
Hills Blvd. (SR 33) 

North from Me-
morial Blvd. Or 
South from 1-4 

Exit 33  
(Old Exit 19) 

 

Admission 
$4.00  

• Under 12 Free  

• Hourly Raffles 
at  

• 11am, 1pm, & 
3pm  

• Indoor 
Facilities  

• Free Parking  

• Table Rentals  

• Memberships  

 
 
 

Grand Raffle 
Prizes 

 
To be an-

nounced at a 
later date. 
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Bird Club Officers  
 
President  - Lisa Prescott -863 -370 -1764  
Vice President - Tammy Sly -863 -875 -2648  
Treasurer - Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Secretary -Valerie Kane -863 -439 -5199  
Director -Joe Rigdon -407 -365 -2986  
Director -Monique Desrochers -863 -521-2046  
Director -Jim Aldrich -734 -476 -9079  
Director -Carol Aldrich -734 -476 -9079  
AFA Regional Director -Florida, Puerto Rico,  
Virgin Islands -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
 

IBC Committees  
Expo  Chairman —Ramona Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Librarian -Gloria Boughton & Lois Wygonik  
Historian -Rebecca Kline -863 -450 -6772  
Legislation -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Publicity -Lisa Prescott -863 -687 -8729  
Food Chair -Debra Bernard & Tammy Sly  
Hospitality -Tammy Sly -863 -875 -2648  
Parliamentarian -Eric Kline -863 -450 -6772  

Club Affiliations  
AFA Reps (2) Fred Smith & Lisa  
                                                           Prescott  
FFA Reps(2) Fred Smith & Jean  
                                                        Pattison  
FFA President  Marty Dochstader  
 

The Imperial Bird Club will refuse to accept adver-
tising from anyone convicted of a bird related 

crime . 

Member Club Member Club 
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  IMPERIAL BIRD CLUB 
14710 BRAHMA RD. 

POLK CITY, FL. 33868-6703 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

                                                    
                                                   2012 

Name:___________________________Date________ 
Address:_________________________ 
City/State/Zip____________________ 
Phone:(     )_______________________ 
Cell #:___________________________ 
E-Mail Address:___________________ 
Are you a breeder or pet owner?
__________________________ 
Topics for programs that would be of interest to 
you:______________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
Was our club recommended to you, and if so, by whom?
________________ 
 
Applicants Signature___________________________ 
 
Check correct box: 
New Membership_____________ 
Renewal Membership____________ 
Check correct box: 
Family (2 votes) $20.00______________ 
Single (1 vote) $15.00_______________ 

 
Dues are for one (1) calendar year starting January 1, of 

the year paid.  Membership must be renewed  
annually to retain club privileges. 
Come learn and have fun with us! 
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 Minutes of General Membership December 3, 2011 
 
     The meeting commenced at 7:50 p. m. and was called to order 

by Madam President Ramona Smith.  
     The peanut was won by Lois and was on page 1, the front page. 

     Ramona thanked everyone for all the good food that was 
brought to the Christmas party and to Tammy for cooking the 

hams and Monique for cooking the turkeys.  
     Ramona also thanked Lisa and Tammy for manning the club 

booth at Ammerman's, they signed up quite a few new members. 
     We need raffle items for the Expo in April, the flier had the 

wrong date and that has been corrected.  
     The Secretary's report was in the newsletter and a motion was 
made by Marty and seconded by Jeanne to accept as written, mo-

tion carried. 
     A motion was made by Joe to put the election of officers back on 
the table for any nominations from the floor and for the voting of 

officers for 2012. 
Nominations are as follows:  
President:         Lisa Prescott  
From the Floor:  Tammy Sly 
Vice President: Tammy Sly 

From the Floor : Lisa Prescott 
Treasurer:         Fred Smith 
Secretary:         Valerie Kane 
Directors:          Joe Rigdon  

                       Monique Desrochers 
     Eric Kline closed the nominations for officers and was seconded 

by Marty.  
     Our visitors this evening are: Libby Boedicker, Nathan Cham-
pion, Brittyn K, Timothy Kaufman, Ralph and Ann Winn, wel-

come. 
     Ramona thanked everyone who supported her all the years she 
was President plus recently during her surgery and chemo treat-

ments. 
     Valerie donated two of the 12 poinsettia's for the tables again 

this year.  
     This evening we will draw for the quarterly drawing which is a 

$30.00 gift card from Walmart.   
     Upon the count of ballots for the election of officers for 2012 

they are as follows:            President:        Lisa Prescott 
                       Vice President: Tammy Sly 
                         Treasurer:        Fred Smith 

                             Secretary:        Valerie Kane 
                                              Directors:         Monique Desrochers 

                                                             Joe Rigdon 
     A motion was made by Carol to close the business portion of the 

meeting.            Submitted by the Secretary - Valerie Kane 
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Meeting date is January 19,2012  

 
Speaker: 

To Be Announced  
 

Doors open at 7:00 p.m.  
Meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.  

 
SEE YOU THERE!  

 
VFW Hall —241 Lake Ave. East  

Auburndale, Fl.  
 

SEE YOU THERE  

(cont. from page 12) 
 
19. You fight with your other half over who gets to read Bird Talk 
and Bird Breeder first!  
20. Your remote control buttons don't work right because the but-
tons are chewed off. 
21. You constantly have scratches on your arms because of your 
birdies claws or the close encounters with cages. 
22. You consider: going hundreds of miles to bird shows. Staying 
up all night talking to bird people. Getting up at 5 a.m. to put your 
birds in boxes, chew your finger nails while they judge your birds, 
and usually do this for 2 days! Then drive home. And that's your 
idea of a !vacation 

IF YOUR "YES" ANSWERS TOTAL  
0 - 4 You've probably just got your first bird and aren't ad-
dicted ...........YET! 
5 - 8 Be prepared the addiction is creeping up on you. You're ac-
quiring more birds, buying bird food in bulk and starting to attend 
bird show and fairs. 
9 - 14 You are a bird addict! It is strongly recommended you join a 
bird club. While you will not be cured you will be surrounded by 
wonderful people suffering the same condition.  
15. - + Forget it. You're addicted for life. If you're not already, you 
should be on the board and/or committees for your bird club. Be-
cause you do it because you LOVE BIRDS! YOU ARE THE ULTI-
MATE BIRD ADDICT. JOIN THE CLUB!!  

Copyright ©: 1997 Mary Vesper All rights reserved.  
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Natural, bird -safe branches are a favorite. Toys should be ro-
tated on a regular basis to prevent boredom. 
The talking ability of this species is not notably impressive as 
with the African Grey; but they easily speak well enough to be 
understood if you listen closely. They have tiny, high-pitched 
voices that are similar in sound to that of a budgie. They 
spend a good deal of time chattering to each other and can 
become quite noisy when socializing. They quickly learn to 
whistle musical tunes, and seem to prefer mimicking those 
whistled by their owners as opposed to what they hear on a 
radio or television. These parrots are intelligent, and teaching 
them to perform tricks is usually quite simple. Potty-training 
is also quite easy for them to master. It has been noted that 
hand-raised, tame caiques will remain loving to their humans 
even after being paired with a potential mate; they do not of-
ten exhibit the tendency to become "one-owner" birds.  
They have no special dietary requirements; pellets supple-
mented with fruits, vegetables and other foods common to 
parrots will satisfy their needs and requirements. They do 
have a fondness for chewing natural green branches, so pro-
viding a supply of these is recommended.  
Possessing so many positive traits that are sought by bird 
owners, I believe that caiques are well on their way to becom-
ing one of the most opular companion parrots in existence. 
Their reasonable purchase price ($750 --  $1000) is well 
within the range of other popular species, and the recent in-
crease in successful breeding attempts by many avicuturists 
definitely ensures that we will be hearing and seeing more of 
these cuddly little clowns! 
 

Black-headed & White-bellied Caiques 
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(Cont. from page 18) 
They have a relatively narrow wing span and this, coupled with 
their weight, prevents them from flying long distances. In their 
native habitat, small flocks have a tendency to group together 
in treetops. Their chattering and verbal interactions among 
themselves can become quite loud, and they take flight quickly 
when approached, returning only when they sense the 
"intruder" has departed. 
As with most avian species, the personality traits of the caique 
differ with each individual bird. Some exhibit the "Show me 
you love me" desire to be petted and cuddled more than others, 
but the overall pet potential of these charming little clowns is 
very hard -- if not impossible -- to surpass. They are rambunc-
tious, energetic little pistols who sometimes seem to never 
wind down! They are very social, happy-go-lucky birds by na-
ture, and love attention from their humans. Their work is to 
play, and they do play hard! They are quite coordinated, and 
some of their natural daily antics will consist of climbing up, 
down, over, around and under; swinging; tumbling ; wrestling; 
rolling; hanging; jumping; and perhaps the most amusing of 
all, bunny -hopping . This entertaining -to-watch activity has 
thus far been noted to be specific to caiques and the etiology is 
unknown, which only serves to to heighten their uniqueness 
and desirability as companion parrots.  
Well-known behavior specialist Sally Blanchard shares her life 
and love with an adorable black-headed caique named Spike. 
Spike often accompanies Sally to lectures, where she demon-
strates his exuberance for this hopping activity by placing her 
hand on his back, grasping him around his middle and pre-
tending to "bounce" him up and down. Much to the delight of 
spectators, Spike will continue "bouncing" and bunny-hopping 
long after Sally has released him!  
Caiques are energetic, busy little birds, and caution must be 
exercised during playtime to prevent biting that can stem from 
"emotional overload". To keep them entertained, provide a 
multitude of toys to hold their attention. They especially love 
those that either make noise, or assist them in their "travels"; 
such as bells, balls, ropes or hoops. They prefer things that pro-
vide movement, and swings are high on the list of favorites. 
Because their activity level is so high, they need toys such as 
acrylics that can withstand hard play; and like all companion 
parrots they need "destructible" wooden toys to satisfy their 
chewing instincts and keep their beaks in shape.  
(Cont. on page 21) 
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Momma Bird Says to Babies:  
 
 

Spread the word -it’s  
 Time  to renew your  
membership to  
Imperial Bird Club  

 
 
 
 

Dues for 2012 are due January  

 
     
 (Cont. from Page 17) 
 
Note: Replace milk with either water or Soy Milk. 

Bird’s bodies cannot process the lactose in milk. 
Also measure the temperature, a bird’s crop can 
be burned if the temperature is too high. Keep it 
under 105 degrees.).  

The ideas are endless!!!   
Variety, Variety, VARIETY! I cannot express enough the impor-
tance of giving your birds a good variety. Just think if you had to 
eat the same food day in and day out ~ it becomes quite boring 
rather quickly 
Fruits are an essential part to an avian diet. Even though some 
fruits contain a high water content, they excel in providing your 
avian companion with protein, carbohydrates, Vitamins A, C and 
B. Many fruits even contain fiber, calcium, iron, potassium and 
magnesium, and natural fructose to support their energy level. 
The natural sugars in fruit are absorbed through the oral cavity 
providing an immediate energy boost and may aid in re-
hydration. 
A variety of vegetables provide minerals that are not available in 
some fruits. 
Optimal health starts with a nutritionally enriched diet. We all 
need to realize the positive impact natural live foods can have on 
our feathered companions’ lives. 
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IBC Officers 2012  

Page 21 
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Those Colorful, Clownish Caiques (Parrots)  
By Teresa Jordan  

 
Relatively new to the avian pet trade, caiques (pronounced "ki
-eeks") are quickly making their mark in the world of avicul-
ture and are gaining much-deserved popularity with their 
bright, festive coloring and playful, active personalities. These 
cocky yet clownish little birds are as friendly and outgoing as 
they are curious, their talking ability has proven to be more 
than adequate, and their entertaining antics are a welcome 
delight to any observer. From all appearances, these energetic 
little beauties possess almost all of the most sought-after traits 
that are considered desirable in a companion parrot.  
Currently the most commonly available species is the black-
headed caique, originating North of the Amazon and west-
ward to parts of Venezuela, Ecuador and Peru. These birds 
sport a deep, rich forest green color on their backs, wings and 
tail. The top and upper back of the head is a shiny jet black; 
the nape and neck is a vivid yellow/orange, and the beak is 
black. There is a hint of dark green around the eyes, and the 
entire front of the belly and breast area is a soft cloudy white. 
"Socks" and the underside of the tail is burnt orange. This par-
rot measures approximately nine inches in length, and their 
sex is undeterminable by visualization.  
The less common but increasingly available species is the 
white-bellied caique, whose habitat is South of the Amazon, 
from northern Brazil and spreading to parts of Bolivia, Ecua-
dor and Peru. The appearance of the white-bellied species is 
almost identical to the black-headed, with two striking excep-
tions: the beak of the white-bellied caique is horn colored, and 
the entire head is a bright yellow/orange, giving this species 
the appearance of wearing a hood. The abrupt color changes 
from one part of the body to another are so pronounced on 
both of these birds that they look as if they have been painted 
on! The white-bellied species is slightly smaller in size meas-
uring approximately eight inches in length, and again, this 
species is not sexually dimorphic.  
Caiques are surprisingly small but heavy to those who have 
not previously encountered them; their body build is compact 
and stocky with a "barrel" -like chest and short, square-shaped 
tail. The average weight of an adult is approximately 150 to 
175 grams, and their average lifespan is 30 years.        (Cont. on 
Page 20)             
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Are Your  Birds Affected By the Pine Nut  
Recall?  

Elizabeth Opperman, Parrot Examiner  
Www.examiner.com  

 
     A recall on 5,000 pounds of Pine nuts has parrot lovers 
scrambling to find out if the treats they feed their parrots 
are affected.  The recall was issued when the CDC linked 
42 salmonella cases from Georgia, Arizona, Maryland, 
New Jersey, New York, and Pennsylvania.  Of those 
states, New York had the highest number of cases re-
ported. The nuts were traced to  Sunrise Commodities , 
the importer of the nuts, based in Englewood Cliffs, New 
Jersey.   Those who purchased pine nuts in the bulk food 
department of Wegman’s Markets are advised to return 
the product for a refund.  
     Some bird owners expressed concern when they found 
that the food they bought contained pine nuts and did not 
know how to find out if they had cause for worry.  One 
consumer had just purchased ten pounds of pine nuts 
from Nuts Online, who says they do not get their pine 
nuts from the importer and are not affected by the recall.  
     Goldenfeast also has pine nuts in their food 
mixes.  Kelly Clark, from Goldenfeast Administration 
says “The recall is for pignolias, which is the shelled pine 
nut.  We do not purchase Turkish pine nuts, nor do we 
purchase from that particular importer.”  She assures 
consumers who buy their pets Goldenfeast that they are 
safe to continue feeding the product.  
  
     Salmonella is a bacteria that, in people, can cause fe-
ver, possible bloody diarrhea, and abdominal 
cramps.  Salmonella can be passed  to birds and birds can 
be affected by the bacteria.  They can also pass along the 
bacteria in feather dust, droppings, and crop con-
tents.  Vertical transmission is also possible.  
  
     Symptoms of Salmonella in birds include anorexia, 
lethargy and diarrhea.  African Greys are said to be espe-
cially susceptible to salmonella and display more chronic 
symptoms , such as excessive thirst and arthritis among 
other symptoms.  Any bird diagnosed with salmonella 
should be quarantined to avoid spreading the bacteria, 
which can move spontaneously and grow on common 
media.  It can be treated with  antibiotics and antidiar-
rheals .  Before giving your bird any medication, consult 
your Avian Veterinarian .   
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Bird Brains: Why Birds Talk  
Drs. Foster & Smith Educational Staff  

 
Our feathered friends are among the most intelligent of 
creatures. Aviculturists see evidence that companion 
birds, especially psittacines (like parrots), even have the 
ability to engage in complex communication. Birds are 
social creatures in the wild, and when brought into our 
homes, they naturally view us as part of their social 
group, wanting to interact, communicate, entertain, and 
be entertained.  
All wild birds learn to mimic their parents and adults of 
their species early in life. Some can even mimic the 
sounds of other wild birds. Most known for this behavior 
are myna birds, the Australian Lyrebird, and the mock-
ingbird. A bird's ability to understand or speak another 
bird's language can be very valuable in the wild. But what 
about those birds who learn to mimic human speech? Al-
though mimicry may have survival benefits in the wild, in 
the safety and shelter of our homes, a pet bird learns to 
mimic our voice primarily because the sound is interest-
ing to him - and it gets attention.  
This is why yelling at a screaming parrot will do more 
harm than good - you are giving him exactly the attention 
he seeks. Fortunately, you can direct this natural atten-
tion -seeking behavior by purposefully teaching your bird 
to speak.  
Teaching your bird to talk   
Much like a human child, a pet bird will make unintelligi-
ble noises at the beginning of his training and develop 
words from there. It is important to know that the more 
language they are exposed to, the more language they will 
learn  
Repeat words or phrases to ensure that your bird will 
mimic your voice. Be aware of what you say in front of 
your pet once your bird does learn to talk. More than one 
owner has been embarrassed by something that has 
come out of their bird's mouth when company is around. 
The most effective course of action you can take when 
your bird is repeating something unwanted is to ignore 
it, and not provide reinforcement - either positive or 
negative.  
You may also choose to use a tape recorder or a prere-
corded CD. You can choose the word or phrase you want 
your bird to learn and simply set you CD player on re-
peat.  
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·  Warm vs. Cold. If your feathered friend does not enjoy a particu-
lar vegetable, try offering it steamed. You can also puree it in the 
food processor till it is a "pudding" consistency. Often times par-
rots will enjoy a specific produce item served warm on a spoon. 
Consider it quality time spent for you and your avian companion.  
Particular items I have explored with my flock and have been suc-
cessful are: Yams, Butternut Squash, Acorn Squash and Zucchini. 
It is an inventive way of aiding your feathered friend in eating spe-
cific vegetables with high nutritional values. 
Note: Some parrots have an extraordinary sensitive beak which 
may cause them to dislike warm foods. I would recommend you 
observe your pet parrot and watch their eating habits. This will 
help you to understand the individual needs of your pet bird.  
Fun Tip : Be sure to include your bird in the preparation process of 
chopping your fruits and vegetables. Feel free to offer them a 
piece. You soon will see how excited they become in anticipation 
of the good things to come. 
Clean your fruits and vegetables thoroughly to remove pesticides 
from the skin. Avicine (bird safe disinfectant) or GSE are two good 
products to try. Although I personally peel most fruits, I opt to 
leave a few items with the peel on. Birds have a natural ability to 
peel anything and everything because of the unique shape of their 
beaks. Most of the time, they just shred up the peel for the fun of 
it. Let them enjoy a slice of papaya with the seeds. 
If there is a significant portion of the fruit or vegetable that is left-
over, you can throw the unused portion in the food processor for 
later use. 
Useful Tips for Birds and Humans:  

Crushed Ice added to ground up fruit ~ makes for a 
refreshing Fruit Shake! Try it with Papaya, Mango 
or Pineapple.  

Left over Broccoli or Carrots. Steam it with some fresh 
lemon juice and serve. Steam it and chop it up in 
food processor, add half and half and you have 
Cream of Broccoli soup! (Note: Cream of Broccoli 
notation is meant for human consumption only)  

Grind up leftover fruits and vegetables and add them 
to your favorite birdie bread recipe!  

Try to use some fruits and vegetables which your fam-
ily will also enjoy during your meals. Meal plan-
ning at its best.  

Fruity Oatmeal. Add a teaspoon of ground up papaya 
or apple to some warm oatmeal. Your bird will 
love to try it.  

 
      (Cont. on Page 5) 



Page 18 

To Peel or Not To Peel  
Parrots & Natural Living Foods  

By Monica Gonzalez  
 

There could be many reasons why a parrot does not eat a particu-
lar fruit or vegetable. Birds, when on a proper diet, instinctively 
know which vitamins and minerals their body requires. A good ex-
ample is a bird eating the stem of Kale and then ripping apart the 
leaves. Kale, Broccoli, Mustard Greens are just a few of the vege-
tables having increased nutritional values in the stem. Some root 
vegetables have combined nutrition. An example would be Dande-
lions. The Dandelion Greens and Root as a whole plant have more 
complete nutritional benefits.  
There are various reasons why a bird may not eat that piece of 
papaya you are longing for him to try.  The fruit could be out of 
season and don’t think for one second that your avian friend does 
not know this! 
Keep the FAITH! If once you do not succeed, try, try, try again! 
Things that can influence whether your bird eats that particular 
piece of produce or not. 

Is the fruit ripened? Some birds do prefer some fruits just be-
fore they ripen. Some like them sweet and juicy.  

Is the fruit expired? Parrots know if the fruit is not good or not  
Is the fruit out of season?  
Is your bird a "clean beakie" bird? Your bird might be dying to 

try that sweet piece of Cantaloupe but he sees the juice is 
dripping down and he is thinking "Too messy for my 
taste". Yes there are finicky eaters out there, so we have 
to find the means to make them all happy.  

Hot and Spicy. Does your bird love chili peppers? Try adding 
dried chili peppers to cooked sweet potatoes. This may 
encourage your feathered companion to taste test a 
healthy vegetable.  

Sweet and Tangy. Does your bird love tart apples? Shred up 
some Granny Smith Apples and sprinkle them over an-
other fruit you want them to try. They will love to find the 
surprise underneath the apples!  

·  For the Garlic Lover. Mince up some garlic and add it to your 
broccoli. Stand back and watch your bird ravage it!  
·  Slice, Dice & Chunks. There are those little rascals who prefer 
their fruit or vegetables cut a certain way. Here are some tips on 
fitting the "cut" with your bird’s persona.  

Julienne: Great for birds who use their talons to eat.  
Chunks: What else, other than for the hearty eaters.  
Diced Shredded: Nice alternative for those who might like a 

certain vegetable/fruit but are afraid to try it (Try it with 
carrots or apples).  
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Whichever method you use, you may find that your bird 
will not respond during the lesson, but will remember at 
another time. Some bird owners are surprised when 
their bird does not respond right away. Remember that a 
bird is most likely to speak when he wants to get your at-
tention. Triggers   
Companion bird speech peaks at certain times of the day, 
such as sunset and sunrise - think of a crowing rooster. 
These times of day also coincide with the peaks that wild 
songbirds have in singing.  
Also, a bird is likely to mimic a sound that occurs regu-
larly - be it the sound of the microwave before dinner or 
your daily greeting returning home each night. Higher 
frequency sounds and voices are more likely to interest 
birds - and to be mimicked - than low frequency sounds.  
The science of avian vocalization   
How birds make sounds is still the subject of many stud-
ies. We use vibrations of our vocal cords to vocalize and 
our tongue and lips to form words. A human's vocal 
cords are located in the larynx. Birds also have a larynx, 
but avian speech is not made in the same way. Birds also 
have a structure in their throats called a syrinx, which is 
thought to be the source of the sounds they make. The 
syrinx has a pair of structures called medial tympani-
form membranes, which produce a flow of air in the 
throat that results in sounds. It is also thought that a 
bird's unique respiratory structure, including multiple 
air sacs, has a function in causing the vibrations of the 
tympaniform membranes and thus, sound and speech.  
Why won't my bird talk?   
Not all birds that can speak, will. Your best bet, if you are 
determined to have a talking bird, is to adopt an older 
bird that talks already. Also, a fearful bird will not be 
likely to speak. Speaking, like singing, is the sign of a 
healthy, happy, contented bird. Birds can learn to talk 
from other birds, but sometimes if a bird has another 
bird companion, he will be less likely to talk, since he is 
probably already getting the attention he craves.  
African Greys are probably best known for their amazing 
ability to mimic not only the human voice but also an im-
pressive array of environmental sounds.  
Cockatiels can talk with training at 8 -10 months . 
Hyacinth Macaws are extremely intelligent, good talk-
ers, but may only speak for the person with whom they 
bond.  
Moluccan Cockatoos can be taught to talk with positive 
training . 
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                                  TOP TEN BIRD RULES  
 
 1. If you like it, it's mine.  
 
 2. If I can reach it, it's mine.  
 
 3. If it's in my beak, it's mine.  
 
 4. If I can take it from you, it's mine.  
 
 5. If I had it a little while ago, it's mine.  
 
 6. If it's mine, it must never appear to be yours in any 
way.  
 
 7. If I'm chewing something, all the pieces are mine.  
 
8. If it looks like mine, it's mine.  
 
 9. If I saw it first, it's mine.  
 
 10. If you have something and you put it down, it auto-
matically becomes  mine.  
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Bourke’s Parakeet  
 

     The colorful, mild -mannered Bourke Parakeets are 
quiet, hardy, easy to care for, and therefore ideal for be-
ginner bird keepers. While Bourke's are most frequently 
rosy pink, color variations include cinnamon, cream, 
dark pink, and bright pastel pink. This species is the only 
parakeet without any green in its natural coloration. 
Males and females are virtually identical in appearance, 
though hens are generally smaller with darker faces and 
plentiful gray accents.  
      Bourke's do not fly or climb while caged like many 
other parakeets. They do, however, enjoy moving back 
and forth on and hopping between perches. Therefore, 
cages must offer more horizontal than vertical space. 
Bourke's will coexist peacefully in an aviary with other 
serene birds, such as Society Finches. Since Bourke's en-
joy frequent bathing, clean water in a spacious container 
attached to the cage bars or on the cage floor is a must. 
Swings, bells, and preening toys are Bourke favorites. 
Bourke's do best in relatively dry conditions between 60 -
85°F.                                                                                                         
Established pairs of Bourke's breed year -round, espe-
cially when provided with a nest box. The hen normally 
lays 4-6 eggs, which she will incubate for 18-20 days.  

                                      Interesting Facts:  

Family : Psittacidae      Genus: Neopsephotus   Size: Aver-
age size is 7-1/2" long.     Habitat: The Bourke's Parakeet 
is an Australian grass parakeet and can be seen through-
out southern and central Australia. They nest in hol-
lowed out tree trunks and lower in arid and semi -arid 
scrublands and other open woodlands.    Behavior: Mild -
mannered Bourke parakeets are quiet, calm and affec-
tionate. They are especially active at dawn and dusk, but 
otherwise rather sedentary. They are not known for their 
singing or talking ability, but they do chirp and whistle 
pleasantly, especially during active times.    Diet: Feed a 
parakeet pelleted diet with fresh vegetables and fresh 
fruits. Millet, in small quantities, is a favorite treat.    
Owner Challenges : This species is not as active as many 
other birds, which may not be appealing to some bird 
owners.     Life Span : Up to 15 years.Average     Cost: $75 
to more than $300, depending on the breeder and the 
bird's coloration.  
             (Drs. Foster & Smith Educational Staff)   
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Member of the Month  
 
      

Valerie Kane  
 

   Featured member this month is our Club secretary Val-
erie Kane.  
 
     Before coming to Florida she lived in the United  
 Kingdom  and Northern Virginia.  
 
     Valerie worked for the British government.  Also add-
ing to her  resume, she owned  an ice cream shop and 
worked in it.  She became a caregiver for her husband, 
Jerry.  She would also took  in stray cats and rescue dogs.  
 
     Her husband Jerry Kane was the bird man and she  
inherited what he had after he died.  She did feed them 
before he died. Jerry was past editor as well as a great 
club member.  
 
     Her bird collection consists of Blue & Gold Macaws, 
Scarlet Macaw, and a Mollucan Cockatoo.  
 
     She has been a Director of Imperial Bird Club for  
several  years and has served as secretary the past two 
years.  She was re -elected secretary at our December 
meeting.  Valerie has been faithful to help each year at 
our annual  Expo serving in whatever position asked to.  
 
      Thanks Valerie for your faithfulness to Imperial Bird 
Club.  
 
     New members -if you are not acquainted with Valerie 
you will want to get to know her better.  
 
 

 
     As you will notice we do not have any member  
ads  in our newsletter.  Most of them had been in 
for quite some time so we need to start over.  
 
If you have an ad please let me know and we will 
put this part of our newsletter back in.    Editor  
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Item    Description          List  6-11    12-49     
50+ 
010-C   10" Probe-Lite Candler  $27.95 $23.75  $19.55   
$16.75 
    2-AA Batteries Included 
    Candler Lamp Included 

                    Birthday Cake for Birds  

                            Ingredients:   
 
1 box carrot cake mix  
1 can unsweetened fruit cocktail  
with juice reserved  
1 can sweet potatoes (reserve juice)  
1/3 scraped cuttlebone  
4 eggs 
1/2 cup flaked coconut 1/2 cup raisins or other dried 
fruit  
peanut butter for icing  
                              Directions:  
 
Prepare cake mix as directed on package, only sub-
stitute juice from fruit cocktail and sweet potatoes 
for liquid and add 4 eggs instead of 2. Add grated 
cuttlebone and mix well. Add chopped sweet pota-
toes and mix with mixer. Stir in coconut, raisins, 
and fruit cocktail. Pour into greased and floured 9" 
by 11" baking pan and bake according to package di-
rections, or until toothpick comes out clean While 
still warm, spread a thin layer of peanut butter on 
top for icing and sprinkle with coconut. Slice when 
cool and freeze unused pieces.  
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Are  You A Bird Addict?    Rate Yourself  
By Mary A. Vesper  

 
1.    Your bird eats better than you do. 
1. You end up with more "goodies" in your grocery cart for the 
birds than for yourself. 
2. You spend more money on bird food than human food. 
3. You've had to caution your family not to eat something be-
cause "it's for the birds".  
4. Your bird room/cage gets remodeled more than your house 
does. 
5. The baby pictures you show off to your friends, are of birds.  
6. You carry pictures of your birdies in your wallet with your 
kids/grandkids.  
7. After you get your check and pay bills you try to figure out if 
you can stretch it to get another bird.  
8. You've ever bought a bird "on time".  
9. You think baby birds are adorable. 
10. Your idea of eating out is usually McDonalds (or some other 
fast food) so you can get home quickly and feed the bappies. Or if 
you do get to go out to a sit down dinner you check out the salad 
bar for goodies to take home for the birds. You also can't seem to 
enjoy eating your birds favorite veggies.....without them!  
11. You make your spouse and your birds scrambled eggs and for-
get and give the spouse the ones with the shells in, (but it's O.K. 
because your spouse is an addict too). 
12. You make unbuttered, unsalted popcorn (yuch!) so the birds 
can have some. (Try to sneak some butter on yours later)  
13. You let your kids talk you into taking birds to school so THEY 
can give a report on caring for birds, the Rain Forest, extinction, 
ect.. (I've done most of the talking, I deserve the "A" for my grade 
point!)  
14. You go out some where and have feathers on you or find seeds 
in your pockets. 
15. You're out in public and someone notices bird droppings on 
you...and you DON'T freak out. 
16. You consider the Bird Club Meeting the most important event 
of the month.  
18. You end up eating junk food because you're too busy/tired 
from making healthy bird food..  
 
(cont. on page 4)  
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