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     The Imperial Bird Club 
meets the third Thursday of 
each month at the VFW Hall 
of Auburndale, 241 Lake Ave. 
East, Auburndale.  Doors 
open at 7:00 p.m. and the 
meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.  
The Board Meeting is held 
the second Tuesday of the 
month.  The location of the 
Board Meeting is Denny’s in 
Haines City at the I -4 Exit 
and starts at 7:00 p.m.  All 
club members are welcome to  
attend and all board mem-
bers are required to attend 
the Board Meetings.  Contact 
Ramona Smith, President for 
more information.  

Club Objectives 
1. To ensure the preser-

vation and propaga-
tion of non-native 
cage birds in the 
United States. 

2. To further the Science 
of Aviculture.  

3. To exchange the 
knowledge, informa-
tion, and          experi-
ences related to cage 
birds.  

4. To educate the general 
public on Avian mat-
ters. 

Club Raffle Table 
The Club raffle table is to-
tally member supported.  
If you win a prize, at the 
next meeting, bring a prize 
of equal value for the ta-
ble.  Of course, you can 
always bring something 
for the raffle table.  Every-
body is happy if they win a 
little something and as we 
all contribute it will con-
tinue   spreading  happi-
ness among our  member-
ship. 

The opinions expressed 
in the Birdy Gazette are 
not necessarily those of 
the Imperial Bird Club 
or the editorial staff.  
The Imperial Bird Club 
and its staff assume no 
responsibility for claims 
of our advertisers or for 
the quality of goods or 
services the advertisers 
provide.  We regret if 
mistakes are made, how-
ever IBC is responsible 
only for corrections of 
errors. 

Answer to trivia question: 
They are the smallest birds. 
This family includes the 
hummingbird. 
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CLUB DUES ARE DUE  JANUARY 2010  

RENEW NOW  
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Golden Wings 

Macaws—Cockatoo’s—Amazons—Hyacinth’s 
Rose Breasted—-Golden Conures 

Major Mitchell Cockatoo’s 

Fred & Ramona Smith 
Www.goldenwingsproducts.com 

 

863-858-6739 
fredsmith@wildblue.net 

Lakeland, Florida  

Front cover: Iiwi  

 
 

Meeting date is January 21, 2010 
 
 

Our speaker for the month  
 

Will be:  
 

To Be Announced  
 
 

Doors open at 7:00 p.m.  
Meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.  

 
 

SEE YOU THERE!  
VFW Hall —241 Lake Ave. East  

Auburndale, Fl.  
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Bird Club Officers  
 
President  - Ramona Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Vice President - Debra Bernard 863 -585 -4148  
Treasurer - Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Secretary -Valerie Kane -863 -439 -5199  
Director -Richard Joyce -863 -676 -0091  
Director -Jess Poyser -863 -439 -3096  
Director -Joe Rigdon -407 -365 -2986  
Director -Elaine Gray -863 -439 -3096  
AFA Regional Director -Florida, Puerto Rico,  
Virgin Islands -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
 

IBC Committees  
Expo  Chairman —Ramona Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Librarian -Gloria Boughton & Lois Wygonik  
Historian -Rebecca Kline -863 -450 -6772  
Legislation -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Publicity -Rich Long -863 -646 -7776 
Food Chair -Valerie Kane -863 -439 -5199  
Hospitality -Jess Poyser & Elaine Gray  
Parliamentarian -Eric Kline -863 -450 -6772  

Club Affiliations  
AFA Reps (2) Fred Smith & Debra  
                                                           Bernard  
FFA Reps(2) Jean Pattison & Debra 
                                                            Bernard  
FFA President  Marty Dochstader  

The Imperial Bird Club will refuse to accept adver-
tising from anyone convicted of a bird related 

crime . 

Member Club Member Club 
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  IMPERIAL BIRD CLUB 
14710 BRAHMA RD. 

POLK CITY, FL. 33868-6703 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

2010 
                      

                                                    
                                                    
Name:___________________________Date________ 
Address:_________________________ 
City/State/Zip____________________ 
Phone:(     )_______________________ 
Cell #:___________________________ 
E-Mail Address:___________________ 
Are you a breeder or pet owner?
__________________________ 
Topics for programs that would be of interest to 
you:______________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
Was our club recommended to you, and if so, by whom?
________________ 
 
Applicants Signature___________________________ 
 
Check correct box: 
New Membership_____________ 
Renewal Membership____________ 
Check correct box: 
Family (2 votes) $20.00______________ 
Single (1 vote) $15.00_______________ 

 
Dues are for one (1) calendar year starting January 1, of 

the year paid.  Membership must be renewed  
annually to retain club privileges. 
Come learn and have fun with us! 
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Message from your 
President   

     
Hello and Happy New Year,  
 
      I’m hoping that everyone had a Merry  
Christmas and a safe and Happy New Year and 
have been staying warm the past several days.  
How many transplants to Florida pulled out 
their winter coats?  
       
     It is now time for us to jump in and start 
working  towards our next Expo which will be 
April 25th.  Everyone did a great job last year 
in getting items for our hourly raffle and sell-
ing  tickets for the Grand Raffle.  Let’s do it 
again.  Richard & Wanda Joyce have been 
Chairpersons of this the last several years but 
feel they can’t do it this year  SOOOOO I am in 
search of someone to take over.  Let me know 
ASAP if you are willing to help in this position.  
      
      Remember that January is the month to  
renew memberships so do it so you won’t miss 
an issue of the newsletter.  
 
     See you Thursday, January 21st.  
       

                   Ramona Smith 
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Iiwi (Scarlet Hawaiian Honeycreeper)  

The adult Iiwi  is mostly fiery red, with black wings and 
tail and a long, curved, salmon -colored bill used primar-
ily for drinking  nectar . The contrast of the red and black 
plumage with surrounding green foliage makes the Iiwi  
one of the most easily seen Hawaiian birds. Younger 
birds have a more spotted golden plumage and ivory bills 
and were mistaken for a different species by early natu-
ralists on Hawaii.   The Iiwi , even though it was used in 
the feather trade, was less affected than the Hawaii 
mamo  because the Iiwi  was not as sacred to the Hawai-
ians. The Iiwi’s  feathers were highly prized by Hawaiian 
ali ?i  (nobility ) for use in decorating ?ahu?ula  (capes) and 
mahiole  (helmets), and such uses gave the species its sci-
entific name : vestiaria , which comes from the Latin  for 
clothing, and coccinea  means scarlet -colored. The bird is 
also often mentioned in Hawaiian folklore . The Hawaiian 
song "Sweet Lei Mamo" includes the line "The Iiwi bird, 
too, is a friend".   The bird is capable of hovering in the 
air, much like hummingbirds . Its peculiar song consists 
of a couple of whistles, the sound of balls dropping in wa-
ter, the rubbing of balloons together, and the squeaking 
of a rusty hinge.  

                                          Breeding  

In the early winter in January to June, the birds pair off 
and mate as the ?ohi ?a plants reach their flowering maxi-
mum. The female lays two to three eggs in a small cup 
shaped nest made from tree fibers, petals, and down 
feathers . These bluish eggs hatch in fourteen days. The 
chicks are yellowish -green marked with brownish -
orange. The chicks fledge  in twenty -four days and soon 
attain adult plumage. At one time the difference in ap-
pearance between adults and young gave rise to the belief 
that they were separate species. Observations of young 
birds moulting into adult plumage resolved this confu-
sion.  

                                  Threats and conservation  
Although Iiwi are still fairly common on most of the Ha-
waiian islands, it is rare on O?ahu  and Moloka ?i  and no 
longer found on Lana ?i . Most of the decline is blamed on 
loss of habitat, as native forests are cleared for farming, 
grazing, and development. .  
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(Cont. from Page 21)  
 
In stark contrast, my soon to be fifteen year old daughter 
dragged herself down the stairs this morning without so 
much as a grunt of a greeting, pulled herself up onto a 
bar stool at our kitchen breakfast bar and just sat there 
not in appreciation of the breakfast she was about to be 
served but in expectation of it. Upon completion of 
breakfast she disappeared into her bathroom only to 
emerge an hour later dressed and prepared for school. 
Back down the stairs she came complaining that her hair 
was a mess and that her sister wouldn't give her back her 
hair straightener. On the way out the door with her 
mother  and younger sister she finally spoke to me for the 
first time that morning,  using the words that  every father 
of teenage daughters comes to learn so quickly, and said 
"I need some money."  

 

Lord, I love my family and live for them. But when I die - 
bury me under a bird cage! The talk is better and the fer-
tilizer will keep the daisies alive!  

Bird Talk’s Carrot Surprise  
 

Ingredients:  
     1 whole carrot washed and peeled  
     1 tablespoon of organic, salt -free peanut butter  
     4-6 almonds and sunflower seeds  
 
Directions:  
 
     1.  Cut a deep ridge into the washed/peeled carrot.  
     2.  Fill groove with peanut butter.  
     3.  Gently press almonds and sunflower seeds into 
the peanut butter (can also use dried fruit bits, dried 
cereal, etc.)  
     4.  Cut into manageable lengths for your bird.  
     5.  Serve cold to your bird.  
 
Discard uneaten portions by the end of the day.  
 
Yield:  Approximately 3 servings of whole carrot cut 
into three parts.  
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Even though it is still plentiful in two parts of its range, it 
is still listed as a threatened species because of small 
populations in some of its range and susceptibility to 
fowl pox  and avian influenza . 

In fact a study has shown that ninety percent of all ex-
posed ?Iiwi die and the other ten percent were weakened 
but survived. However scientists have been helping re-
store the island ecosystem by removing alien or non -
native species of plants and animals from critical habitat. 
Many of these so called removal projects have been done 
on the Big Island of Hawaii, where efforts continue 
around Mauna Kea . Populations of lobelia  species have 
declined over the years and because of this the birds are 
increasingly being found at ?ohi ?a trees.  

Another threat has been the spread of introduced dis-
eases, particularly avian malaria  (Plasmodium relic-
tum ), which is spread by mosquitoes . In a series of chal-
lenge experiments involving avian malaria, more than 
half of the Iiwi  tested died from a single infected mos-
quito bite. Thus the Iiwi generally survives at higher ele-
vations where temperatures are too cool for mosquitoes, 
and like many disease -susceptible endemic birds is rare 
to absent at lower elevations, even in relatively intact na-
tive forest. The Iiwi were also removed when the islands 
forests were cut down and were replaced with farms, 
plantations, towns, and alien forests. These birds are alti-
tudinal migrants; they follow the growth of flowers as 
they go from high elevation to low elevation forests. It is 
thus exposed to harmful low elevation disease organisms 
and high mortality This migration also makes it hard to 
assess the total populations on the islands. The birds are 
able to migrate between islands and it is because of this 
that the Iiwi  has not gone extinct on smaller islands such 
as Moloka ?i.  
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Our Raffle Table  

For December  ‘09  
Made a total of  

$353.00  
Good Job Club  

 
Remember to bring items for our 

monthly Raffle table  

FEATHERS —FEATHERS  
     
     Feathers, feathers who’s got feathers?   
 

Rebecca Kline has offered to temporarily  
take over this club fund raiser.  Please con-

tinue to bring  your feathers to the club meet-
ings —give them to Rebecca -and she will put 

them on Ebay.    Thanks for all your              
participation  

In Memory  
 

James M (Jim) Baxter  
1951-2010  

 
     Jim, age 58, went to be with the 
Lord on Fri, Jan 1, 2010 due to heart 
failure associated with diabetes.  He 
is survived by his wife of 18 yrs.  
Beverly June Baxter, son James T. 
Baxter, Father Melburn Baxter, step -
daughters Tawna Delong, Tiara Byrd, 
and Melissa Hamm, step -sons Robert 
Carroll and Brian Carroll and 10 
grandchildren.  
     Jim served as Parliamentarian 
and Board of Director  for Imperial 
Bird Club.  
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Why Birds  
By Jeff Hart -AFA State Coordinator in Kentucky  

 
Somebody asked me the other day, again, why I raise 
birds and like them so much. I'll be the first to admit that 
sometimes when I'm cleaning their cages, feeding them, 
cleaning their water bottles, paying the electric bill for 
their aviary, buying supplies at Lowes to keep them in 
toys, giving them more food from our refrigerator than I 
get, waking up at all hours of the night to feed a day old 
chick that just hatched, and so on - I, too, often wonder 
why we all do what we do.  
Then - I have a morning like today I remember  "why" we 
all do this avian thing.  
As I walked through my kitchen this morning at 5am, still 
mostly asleep, I hear "come here, wanna scratch" coming 
from our sunroom. I walked into the sunroom and my 
Grey, Joni, greets me with "hi ya big bird"  and I asked 
her if she wanted an apple to which she says "please."  
Back into the kitchen I go, before I've even had my morn-
ing iced -tea, to cut her an apple only to find that we are 
out of apples. So, I prepared her breakfast of  grapes, wal-
nuts, pecans, oranges and kiwi. She took one look and 
said "ummm, good  boy"  and while she ate and I drank 
my tea, she would look up from her breakfast bowl to say 
"come here, you want some?"  As the sun came up   Joni 
got into her usual morning routine that consists of run-
ning through every known word and sound in her vo-
cabulary which was my cue to get up from the breakfast 
table and get the morning started. As I walked from the 
sunroom, Joni called out, loudly, "Love you, give me a 
kiss - bye bye."  
know you're all thinking how sweet that is, and you're 
preparing to write back about what your birds say to you 
each morning and we all want to hear those things....But 
- the purpose of my message  is not as much to tell you 
what my Grey said to me but is more to illustrate the 
comedy of contrast between what my bird said to me ver-
sus my teenage daughter.  
Now remember,  in the matter of about twenty minutes, 
my Grey greeted me, said please when I asked if she 
wanted breakfast, complimented my culinary skills con-
cerning her meal, offered to share it with me and then 
told me she loved me, wanted a kiss and then told me 
"bye."   
 
(Cont. on Page 22)  
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(Cont. from Page 19) 
 
Trained sniffer dogs such as bloodhounds are highly effec-
tive in tracking and remembering scents, but they need to 
take frequent breaks and can only scour 100 square metres 
per day, or even less if the terrain is difficult. 
 
“Vultures can fly over many square kilometres. They could 
make police work much more efficient,” said Mr Herrmann, 
an expert on forensic science and technology at the Lower 
Saxony criminal police force. It would take the birds just a 
few hours to cover areas that would take dogs days.  
 
The birds are capable of detecting scents from the air, even 
through forest canopies. Under the plan, tracking devices 
would be attached to the vultures so that they could be traced 
by police. 

Your Are Invited  
Hernando Co. Bird Club invites us to their meeting 
scheduled for February 3rd. at  6436 Broad St. (Hwy 41) 
Brooksville, Fl 34601. Speaker will be an attorney speak-
ing on confiscation rights -rescheduled from January. 
This affects everyone -not just breeders -but pet owners 
and rescues alike.   If you plan to go let me know as they 
need a head count.  Also you need to take a covered dish 
because they have a full  meal at each meeting.  
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IBC General Meeting Minutes 12/08/2009 
 
 
     Ramona called the meeting to order @7:45 PM and introduced visi-
tors:  Lucy Gallagher, Jim Aldrich, Joann and Judd Kane, Larry and 
Diane Harfst, Tim Pattison, Marnie Cooper, and Vivian’s granddaughter, 
Heather. 
 
     Ramona welcomed everyone to the 2009 Christmas party and thanked 
all the club members who helped with the food, particularly Elaine Gray 
and Wanda Joyce for the turkey and ham. 
 
      Ramona drew the winner of the hidden peanut contest.  The peanut 
was located on page four among the Christmas decorations.  Marty was 
the winner. 
 
     Ramona read a friendship card received for the club from Lou and 
Alice Lawson.  She reminded members that tonight is the only meeting 
for December.  There will be no meeting the 3rd Thursday this month.  
The next general meeting is scheduled for the 3rd Thursday in January 
( 1/21/2010).  She also reminded all members that it is time for member-
ship renewal. 
 
     Expo 22 is April 25th, the last Sunday in April.  Members should start 
thinking about and gathering hourly raffle contributions.  We will need 
volunteers to take over the hourly raffle this year, as Wanda and Richard 
can no longer accept the responsibility. 
 
      Jesse made a motion to accept the secretary’s report as published in 
the newsletter; Val seconded the motion and it passed. 
 
     Wanda gave the treasurer’s report. 
 
     Ramona announced that elections would take place tonight and re-
minded members that they have to have joined 6 months ago in order to 
participate.  Jesse made a motion that the nominations be opened after 
being tabled last month.  Ramona explained that we would be nominating 
and voting for positions one at a time this year, starting with President, 
then Vice President, etc. 
 
     The committee nomination for president was Ramona Smith.  The 
membership was asked if there were any further nominations.  No nomi-
nations were made.  Eric made a motion to close the nominations for 
president.  Lois seconded.  The  membership passed the motion.  There 
being no other candidates for the office, Ramona was elected President 
for 2010. 
                           Cont. on Page 10 
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Cont. from P. 9 
     The committee nomination for vice-president was Deb Bernard.  The 
membership was asked if there were any further nominations.  Rebecca 
nominated Joe Rigdon.  No further nominations were made.  Eric made a 
motion to close the nominations for Vice president.  Wanda seconded.  
The membership passed the motion.  There being no other candidates for 
the office, Deb was elected Vice-President for 2010. 
 
     The committee nomination for secretary was Valerie Kane.  The 
membership was asked if there were any further nominations.  No nomi-
nations were made.  Wanda made a motion to close the nominations for 
president.  Eric seconded.  The membership passed the motion.  There 
being no other candidates for the office, Valerie Kane was elected Secre-
tary for 2010. 
 
      The committee nomination for treasurer was Fred Smith.   The mem-
bership was asked if there were any further nominations.  No nomina-
tions were made.  Lois made a motion to close the nominations for presi-
dent.  Wanda seconded.  The membership passed the motion.  There be-
ing no other candidates for the office, Fred Smith was elected Treasurer 
for 2010. 
 
      The committee nomination for the two open board of directors posi-
tions were Joe Rigdon and Elaine Gray.  The membership was asked if 
there were any further nominations.  No nominations were made.  Rich-
ard made a motion to close the nominations for president.  Lois sec-
onded.  The membership passed the motion.  There being no other candi-
dates for the office, Joe Rigdon and Elaine Gray were elected Directors 
for 2010. 
 

The resulting slate of officers for 2010 includes: 
 President – Ramona Smith 

 Vice-President – Deb Bernard 
 Secretary – Valerie Kane 
 Treasurer – Fred Smith 

 Board of Directors – Richard Joyce, Jesse Poyser, Elaine Gray, 
Joe Rigdon 

 
     Ramona will be asking people to serve in appointed positions in 
January (i.e., librarian, greeters, food committee, etc.). 
 
     Santa Claus made an appearance and posed for pictures with all the 
kids.  He gave gift bags to the children present. 
 
     There being no further business, the business meeting was adjourned 
at 8:15 PM. Page 19 

Sherlock, a five-year-old Turkey Vulture being trained to 
locate human corpses under a project commissioned by the 
German police. Photo courtesy of Walsrode Bird Park, 
please use that as credit. JANUARY 2010: Sherlock the Ger-
man vulture, which is being trained to track down human 
corpses. Courtesy Walsrode Bird Park. 
 
BERLIN // German police are testing the use of vultures to 
seek out human corpses in a unique project aimed at dramati-
cally speeding up criminal investigations. 
 
A bird expert at a wildlife park in northern Germany is train-
ing Sherlock, a five-year old turkey vulture, to locate fabric 
containing the scent of dead people.  
 
The scheme was commissioned by the Lower Saxony police 
force after a senior officer, Rainer Herrmann, watched a 
BBC wildlife documentary about the extraordinary sense of 
smell of turkey vultures, which are indigenous to the Ameri-
cas. The programme showed the birds finding hidden meat 
with ease. 
 
“This project is unprecedented and the phones have been 
ringing off the hook with investigators all around Germany 
expressing an interest,” Sherlock’s trainer, German Alonso, 
said. “But we’ve had to put the brakes on and tell people 

Police Train Vultures to Find Human Remains  
David Crossland, Correspondent  

January 8,2010  
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APPETIZERS 
BABIES 
BALLOONS 
BANNERS 
BUFFET 
CELEBRATE 
CHAMPAGNE 
CONFETTI 
DANCE 
DAY ONE  

DECORATIONS 
END OF DECEMBER 
EVENTS 
FAMILY  
FATHER TIME 
FEAST 
FESTIVITIES 
FIREWORKS 
FIRST OF JANUARY 
FRIENDS  

HATS 
HOLIDAY  
HORNS 
KISS 
MIDNIGHT 
MUSIC 
NEW YEARS DAY 
NEW YEARS EVE 
NOISEMAKERS 
OCCASION  

PARADES 
PARTY 
PUNCH 
RESOLUTIONS 

SINGING 
STREAMERS 
THIRTY FIRST 
TIARAS  

WINE 
YEAR IN REVIEW  

HAPPY NEW YEAR  
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Understanding Hybrid Breeding of Birds  

The most important factor in hybrid fertility is chromosome 
number.   Like most animals, birds have 2 copies of each 
chromosome. They inherit one copy of their chromosomes 
from their father and another copy from their mother so they 
always have an even number of chromosomes. However, 
different species may have different numbers of chromo-
somes. For example, Humans have 23 pairs or 46 total  
chromosomes, and Chimpanzees have 24 pairs or 48 total 
chromosomes.  In birds, it is more complicated because they 
have something called micro-chromosomes that are 1/10 the 
size of the normal macro-chromosomes. This makes getting 
an exact count a bit more difficult, and I don't know of any 
charts that list the total number of chromosomes for each 
bird species. The important point is that if a bird species with 
29 pairs of chromosomes (58 total) is mated with a species 
with 28 pairs of chromosomes (56 total), the resulting  
offspring will have an uneven number of chromosomes (57 
total), and this uneven number of chromosomes often results 
in infertility. 
 
Even if a hybrid is the result of 2 species with the same chro-
mosome number, there can still be fertility issues. Each chro-
mosome carries many genes, but because there are 2 copies 
of each gene, there can be some important interactions be-
tween those genes, especially when the genes are on the sex 
chromosomes. In layman's terms for example, if a gene on 
one sex chromosome does not match up properly with a gene 
on the other, infertility can result. 
 
Keep in mind that hybrid fertility is not always a sure sign of 
how closely related the 2 parent species are, but it can be an 
indicator. Because Buffon's Macaws and Blue & Gold Ma-
caws are more closely related to each other (Genus Ara) than 
either is to Hyacinth Macaws (Genus Anodorhynchus), it 
stands to reason that the genetic make up of Blue & Golds 
compared to Buffon's is more similar and will match up 
properly. 
               (Cont. on Page17) 



Page 12 

Grand Raffle Prizes 
 

A.   $500.00 Gift Card to WalMart  
and 

B.   Computer  

Vendor Information Contact: Ramona Smith, President (863)858 -6739  

ramonaksmith@wildblue.net  

Admission 
$4.00  

• Under 12 Free  

• Hourly Raffles 
at  

• 11am, 1pm, & 
3pm  

• Indoor 

22nd 

Annual 

Bird 

Expo & 

Sale 

Directions:  
    

Take Lakeland 
Hills Blvd. (SR 33) 
North from Memo-

rial Blvd. Or 
South from 1-4 Exit 

33  
(Old Exit 19) 

 
Imperial Bird Club  

SUNDAY APRIL 25, 2010  

9:00 am - 4:00 pm  
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(Cont. from Page 11) 

Additionally, based upon something called Haldane's Rule, it 
is more likely that a male hybrid bird will be fertile, but the 
same hybrid female won't be fertile. Haldane's Rule states - 
In the offspring of two different animal races, when one sex 
is absent, rare, or sterile, that sex is the heterogametic sex. 
Haldane's Rule is an observation and the reasons for it are 
not totally understood. The important point is that in birds, 
the females are heterogametic (Females have an X and a Y 
chromosome, or more accurately, a Z and a W chromosome).  
Because of this phenomenon, it may be possible that a male 
hybrid between a Hyacinth and an Ara macaw would be fer-
tile but the female hybrid offspring would not, thus prevent-
ing 2 such hybrids from reproducing when paired to each 
other. This means the male Blue&Gold/Hyacinth hybrid may 
be perfectly capable of reproducing if paired to another fer-
tile macaw, but his sister may be infertile. 
 
Steve Duncan-President of Aviculture Society of America 
(ASA) 

Happy Birthday  
To Everyone  

With a Birthday  
In January  

FIND POLLY’S PEANUT 
       
 Polly Parrot has lost her peanut.  
One like the one pictured  ( but 
could be much smaller) is hidden 
somewhere in our newsletter. 
      If you find it, on a piece of 
paper put your name and “I 
found the peanut on page____” 
and bring to club meeting. 
     We will draw from those 
names for a small prize. 

 
HAPPY HUNTING  

FEATHER NOTES  
 

A snowflake is one of  
nature’s most fragile 

things, but just look what 
many of them can do when 

they stick together.  
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KNOWLEDGE KORNER  

 The Trochildae family of birds shares 
what trait? 

A. They are the smallest birds 
B. They are flightless birds 
C. They are birds of prey 

D. They are featherless birds  
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Feeding Birds Could Create New Species  
By: Brandon Keim  

 
Something as simple as feeding birds can change their bio-
logical fate, and even seed the formation of a new species. 
Central European blackcap warblers that spend the winter in 
the birdfeeder-rich United Kingdom are on a different evolu-
tionary trajectory than those that migrate to Spain. The popu-
lation hasn’t yet split into two species, but it’s headed in that 
direction. 
“This is reproductive isolation, the first step of speciation,” 
said Martin Schaefer, a University of Freiburg evolutionary 
biologist. 
Blackcap migration routes are genetically determined, and 
the population studied by Schaefer has historically wintered 
in Spain. Those that flew north couldn’t find food in barren 
winter landscapes, and perished. But during the last half-
century, people in the U.K. put so much food out for birds 
that north-flying blackcaps could survive. 
About 30 percent of blackcaps from southern Germany and 
Austria now migrate to the United Kingdom, shaving 360 
miles from their traditional, 1,000-mile Mediterranean voy-
age. Because they’ve less distance to travel, they tend to ar-
rive home first in the summertime and to live in prime forest-
edge spots. All this makes the U.K. migrants more likely to 
mate with each other than with their old-fashioned brethren. 
From these groupings, subtle differences are emerging. The 
U.K. birds tend to have rounded wings, which sacrifice long-
distance flying power for increased maneuverability. Now 
that they don’t need wide bills to eat Mediterranean olives in 
winter, their bills are becoming narrower and better-suited to 
summer insect diets. They’re also slightly darker. 
Schaefer thinks it unlikely that humans will keep feeding the 
blackcaps long enough for them to become truly separate 
species, but it’s possible. He’s now studying the fate of hy-
brid offspring born to British and Spanish migrants, that split 
the difference between their parents and winter in southwest 
France.  
            (Cont on Page 14) 



Page 14 

(Cont. from Page 13) 
 
If the hybrids have trouble surviving, the population will 
likely diverge even further, and now-subtle differences will 
become pronounced as blackcaps favor their closest kin. 
Perhaps the most striking aspect of the findings, published 
Thursday in Current Biology, is the manner in which the 
populations diverged, said Schaefer. Reproductive isolation 
usually begins when a population is separated by a mountain 
or a sea, as with Darwin’s famous Galapagos finches. “Here 
it’s prompted by a very innocent human activity,” said 
Schaefer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A United Kingdom-migrating blackcap at left, and a Medi-
terranean-migrating blackcap at right./ Martin Schaefer  

MEMBER ADS  
 
WANTED:  Brown -headed Poicephalis hen breeder.  Call 
Jean Pattison @ 863 -686 -4532.  
 
Get your Hagen Prime vitamins from Golden Wings 
Products -call –  863 -858 -6739  
 
FOR SALE: Jenday Conure Pairs -$400.00 a pr.  
Call Ross Pittman 850 -206 -2034  
 

 
CLUB DUES ARE DUE JANUARY 2010  
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301 West Maple St. 
Davenport, Florida  

SAMANTHA DIERKER * JACKIE SUMMER-
LIN 

           863-421-0827 1-888-335-1287 

      

The Hotel Tea Room & Flower Corner  
is a Tea Room that offers: 

�x�� Lunch Monday thru Friday 11:30 am to 1:00 pm.           
Reservations Requested.  

�x�� Big Parties Reservations Required. 
�x�� Tuesday night Dinner 6:00 pm Reservations re-

quired. 
�x�� Intimate Wedding,  Bridal/Baby shower, specialty 

parties & Tea parties available upon request. 
�x�� We also have a Gift Shop that offers unique gifts 

for anyone Big or Small plus a Full Service Flo-
rist.  

�x�� Our Flower Shop can accommodate any of your 
flower needs. We deliver to all surrounding Com-
munities. Our Flower Shop hours are Monday thru 
Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm. 

 
 
 
 
                                                    04-2010 

 

       The Hotel 
Tea Room & Flower Corner 

Flowers * Gifts * Collectibles 
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