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SUMMERLIN FENCE, FEED, &

GARDEN CENTER
909 US Hwy 17-92
P.O. Box 981
Davenport, Fl. 33836
863 -422 -4537 fax 863 -422 -9579

FENCE

* |nstallation  or Do -It -Yourself

* Chain Link

* Wood

* Vinyl (all types)

* Barbwire & Field Fence

* Aluminum

* Automatic Gate Systems and Service
FULL LINE NURSERY

* Palms

* Citrus Trees

* Fruit Trees

* Shrubs

* Hanging Baskets, Annuals,
Vegetable Plants
PET FOOD & SUPPLIES

* Purina

* Bird

* Dog & Cat
Chicken & Goat
Cow & Pig
Wild Bird & Backyard Friend Treats
HARDWARE
PVC
LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES & DESIGNS
CROSS TIES
BULK MULCH & ROCK

* * *
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_ IMPERIAL BIRD CLUB
Front cover: Red-browed Amazon Parrot 14710BRAHMA RD.

POLK CITY, FL. 338686703
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

2009
Our Speakerfor January will be:
Orlando Diaz -Figueroa, DVM, Name: Date
Dipl ABVP /ST
P City/State/Zip
Phone:( )
From Lake Howell Animal Clinic in Cell #:
Maitland, Florida E-Mail Address:

Are you a breeder or pet owner?

SeeBio on page’ Topicsfor programs that would be of interest to

you:

Meeting date is January 15,2009

Was our club recommendedto you, and if so,by whom?

SEE YOU THERE!
VFW Hall —241 Lake Ave. East
Auburndale, Fl. Applicants Signature

Checkcorrect box:
New Membership
RenewalMembership
; Checkcorrect box:

GoldenWings Family (2 votes)$20.00

Single (1 vote) $15.00

Macaws—Cockatoo’'s—Amazons—Hyacinth’s

RoseBreasted—Golden Conures Duesare for one (1) calendaryear starting January 1, of

the year paid. Membership must be renewed
annually to retain club privileges.
Comelearn and havefun with us!

Major Mitchell Cockatoo’s

, 863-8586739
Fred & RamonaSmith fredsmith@wildblue.net
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MemberClub MemberClub

Club Affiliations
AFA Reps (2) Rebecca Kline & Debra
Bernard
FFA Reps(2) Fred Smith & Debra Ber-
nard
FFA President Marty Dochstader

Bird Club Officers

President - Ramona Smith -863 -858 -6739
Vice President - Debra Bernard 863 -293-7541
Treasurer - Wanda Joyce -863 -676-0091
Secretary -Sherry Rigdon -407 -365 -2986
Director -Richard Joyce -863 -676-0091
Director -Jess Poyser -863 -422 -2028

Director -Valerie Kane -863-439-5199

Director -Elaine Gray -863 -422 -2028

AFA Regional Director -Florida, Puerto Rico,
Virgin Islands -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739

IBC Committees
Expo Chairman —Debra Bernard 863 -293-7541
Librarian -Gloria Boughton & Lois Wygonik
Historian -Rebecca Kline -863 -450 -6772
Legislation -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739
Publicity -Rich Long -863 -646 -7776
Food Chair -Debra Bernard -863-293-7541
Hospitality -Jess Poyser & Elaine Gray
Parliamentarian  -Eric Kline -863 -450 -6772

The Imperial Bird Club will refuse to accept adver-
Paggidthg from anyone convicted of a bird related
crime .

Messagdrom your
President

Hello and Happy New Year,

I'm hoping that everyone had a Merry
Christmas and a safe and Happy New Year.

It is now time for us to jump in and start
working  towards our next Expo which will be
April  26th. Everyone did a great job at the No-
vember show in getting items for our hourly
raffle and selling tickets for the Grand Raffle.
Let's do it again

We have some new officers and | hope you
will get behind them 100% and make this an-
other great year for Imperial Bird Club.

If you have access to the internet you will
want to go on our website:
imperialbirdclub.org
and see the recent changes that have been
made.

Remember that January is the month to re-
new memberships so do it so you won't miss
an issue of the newsletter.

Ramonasmith
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Red -browed Amazon Parrot

Description: Commonly named the Red-browed, Red-topped or
Red-crowned Amazon parrot, Amazona rhodocorytha is among
the largest of Amazon parrots, adults reaching 35-40 cm in
length and 450-650 g in weight. The obvious feature of the spe-
cies is the red forehead and crown, which fades toward the nape
to a reddish-purple tinged with blue. As with the Blue-cheeked
Amazon parrot (A. d. dufresniana), the lores are yellow-orange
with cheeks and neck blue. Other distinguishing features include
a horn-colored upper mandible that becomes pink at the base,
an orange-brown iris and grey legs.

Range: The Red-brow is locally distributed in small populations
in eastern Brazil in Alagoas and from Bahia and eastern Minas
Gerais south to Rio de Janiero.

Habitat: Habitat preferences vary seasonally, and extend from
humid lowland forests to montane forests (interior highlands to
1000 m) to estuarine mangroves, where Red-brows may be as-
sociated with Orange-wing Amazons (A. amazonica) during win-
ter foraging trips. Red-brows prefer to roost and feed in the tops
of primary forest trees, and at one time were found in large flocks
i n t h e forest canopy.

Diet: Red-brows consume fruit, seeds, berries and buds taken
primarily from forest treetops.

Social Organization: Due to decline throughout its range, the
ecology of the Red-brow is largely unknown except from anecto-
dal, historical accounts. In the 1930's, raucous flocks of hun-
dreds of birds congregated in treetops along the banks of the
Gongogy River near Boa Nova, Bahia during the non-breeding
months. Recently, flocks of up to 49 birds have been spotted,
and like other Amazon parrots, the Red-brow likely forms loose
foraging groups and roosts in congregations for protection from
predators. During the breeding season, males and females de-
fend nesting sites, which are typically naturally occurring cavities
in primary rainforest trees. Flocking among juveniles may occur
during the breeding season, but nesting birds remain as isolated
pairs until the young are fully fledged. Nest site fidelity is high in
Amazon parrots, and breeding pairs and young often return to
the same nest trees where they were raised.

Page 6

The Imperial Bird Club
meets the third Thursday of
each month at the VFW Hall
of Auburndale, 241 Lake Ave.
East, Auburndale. Doors
open at 7:00 p.m. and the
meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.
The Board Meeting is held
the second Tuesday of the
month. The location of the
Board Meeting is Denny’s in
Haines City at the I-4 Exit
and starts at 7:00 p.m. All
club members are welcome to
attend and all board mem-
bers are required to attend
the Board Meetings. Contact
Ramona Smith, President for
more information.

Club Raffle Table

The Club raffle table is to-
tally member supported.
If you win a prize, at the
next meeting, bring a prize
of equal value for the ta-
ble. Of course, you can
always bring something
for the raffle table. Every-
body is happy if they win a
little something and as we
all contribute it will con-
tinue spreading happi-
nessamong our member-
ship.

Club Objectives

1. Toensurethe preser-
vation and propaga-
tion of non-native
cagebirds in the
United States.

2. Tofurther the Science
of Aviculture.

3. Toexchangethe
knowledge, informa-
tion, and experi-
encesrelated to cage
birds.

4. To educatethe general
public on Avian mat-
ters.

The opinions expressed
in the Birdy Gazetteare
not necessarilythose of
the Imperial Bird Club
or the editorial staff.
The Imperial Bird Club
and its staff assumeno
responsibility for claims
of our advertisers or for
the quality of goodsor
servicesthe advertisers
provide. We regret if
mistakes are made, how-
ever IBC is responsible
only for corrections of
errors.
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MEMBER ADS

Need a Spice Finch. Call Sherry 651-6303.

WANTED: Brown -headed Poicephalis hen breeder. Call
Jean Pattison @ 863 -686 -4532.

FOR SALE: Roosters -Call Valerie Kane @
863 -439 -5199

Get your Hagen Prime vitamins from Golden Wings
Products -call — 863 -858 -6739

FOR SALE: Jenday Conure Pairs -$400.00 a pr.
Call Ross Pittman 850 -206 -2034

Healthy Birdie Bread

3/4 cup Malt -o-Meal cereal 1/4 cup raisins

1/2 cup corn meal legg

3/4 cup unbleached flour 1/4 cup oil or

1Tbsp. Baking powder applesauce

1/4 cup oatmeal 3/4 cup milk

1/4 cup groats 1tsp. Vanilla

1/4 cup raw sunflower seeds 1/4 cup pellets

3/4 cup fresh cranberries 1/4 cup peanut butter

Combine all ingredients in alarge bowl. Stir together
until moistened. Batter will be stiff but not dry (add 1/4
cup orange juice if too dry).

Pour into lightly greased muffin pans. Bake 22-25 min-
utes until center is firm to touch and lightly browned.

Makes 12 muffins. Oven Temperature 400 degrees.
*For variety add chopped apples, nuts, peas, corn,
mashed banana, blueberries, raspberries, pineapple,
etc.

Page 22 From the Kitchen of: Carol Aldrich

Conservation Status: The Red-brow was listed as CITES Appen-
dix 1 on 2 June 1970. IUCN classifies the Red-brow endangered,
with a small, fragmented range and total species occurrence over
less than 5000 sg. km. In addition, the Red-brow has experienced
continuing decline in observed areas, and in the extent and/or
quality of habitat and number of mature individuals. IUCN esti-
mates a total Red-brow population in the wild of 250 mature indi-
viduals or less.

Threats to Survival: Once a common parrot in south-eastern Bra-
zil, the Red-brow is now altogether extinct across most of its origi-
nal range due to deforestation and human encroachment. Un-
checked habitat destruction compounded by exploitation for the
local pet trade remains the driving force behind the Red-brow's
decline in the wild.

Conservation: The Red-browed Amazon's future is most depend-
ent upon the protection of remnant forest areas within its historical
range. Extending formal government protection to forest reserve
areas is critical to stemming deforestation, and curtailing the hunt-
ing of adults for food and nest-robbing of juveniles for the pet
trade. A global management plan for captive Red-brows is under-
way, from which reintroduction may emerge as a conservation
strategy, but not without first securing sufficient habitat to sustain
wild flocks.

Education: The exploitation of Red-brows in the wild can be re-
duced by education initiatives in areas where birds congregate
and/or breed. Establishing a conservation ethic based upon tour-
ism and sustainable, non-destructive forest use will ultimately
benefit many species in the lowland rainforests of southeastern
Brazil.

Reintroduction: To date, no coordinated in situ conservation as-
sessments or mitigations have been initiated for the Red-brow in
Brazil. Reintroduction potential is high, however, because the Bra-
zilian captive population, while unquantified, is likely sizeable, and
because habitat is currently being protected via other conservation
programs (e.g., the International Golden Lion Tamarin Conserva-
tion Program). Although law enforcement remains a serious prob-
lem, wild Red-brow populations are officially protected by the gov-
ernment in at least eight reserve areas, affording the possibility of
eventual release of captive-bred birds into natural social flocks.

Information from Rare Species Conservatory Foundation
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AFA IN BRIEF

December 2008
Editor - Carol Lee

AFA Convention August 5-8,2009 in Houston TX! "Branching Out"

- Mark your calendar to attend!

Time To Renew AFA Memberships! It's that time again, time for
AFA Affiliated organizations to renew their memberships with the
American Federation of Aviculture, Inc. Affiliation applications
have been mailed and memberships run from Dec 31, 2008 thru
Dec 31, 2009. Contact the AFA Business Office if your organiza-
tion has not received an application.

Purchase An AFA 2009 Calendar Today. $9.00 each. Contact the
AFA office for a discount when purchasing 10 or more, by phone
at 512-585-9800, by email at

AFAOffice@earthlink.net or goto www.afabirds.org

Your donations make a difference. Consider the AFA Conserva-
tion Fund, the AFA CITES Fund, the AFA Legislation Fund and
the AFA Disaster Relief Fund. Thank you for your support.

Shop AFA's Online Store for CITES pins, T-shirts, keychains and
more. Great gift ideas for bird lovers! http://www.afabirds.org/
AFA_Store/index.shtml

Reminder: Check the AFA Classified Ads - http://
www.afabirds.org/classifieds.shtml

The American Federation of Aviculture, Inc.
Working Together for the Future of Aviculture

Visit AFA online http://www.afabirds.org

Imperial Bird Club

21st Annual Bird Expo and Sale

Sunday, April 26, 2009
9:00 am—4:00 pm

PLEASE NOTE:

The Expo for 2009 is in
the spring instead of the
fall
Mark your calendars so
you don’t miss this event

Admission$4.00
Under12 Free

HourlyRaffles at
11 am,1pm,& 3 pm

Indoor FacilitiesFreeparking

TableRentalsAvailable
MembershipsAvailable

Caution-Be Aware

It seemghat a womanwasbaking with the new type of Alumi-
num Foil madeby ReynoldsWrap, that hasa Teflon non-stick
coatingonit. The bird wasin the kitchen while shewasbak-
ing. Enough fumeswere producedthat her bird died!
Pleasedo not useany non-stick products in your homeif you
havebirds.
Be sureto read packagesvhen buying any new products.

Page 8

Directions:

TakeLakelandHills Blvd. (SR33)
North from Memorial Blvd. Or
Southfrom 14 Exit33
(OldEXit19)

Marchant Stadium
Tigertown
Lakeland,Florida

Grand Raffle Prizes
To Be Announced

Watch our website for
an update

Hand -fed, weaned
Sun Conure
With cage

Pair of Gouldian

Finches with cage

For VendorInformation

Contact:
Debra Bernard, Director

(863)2937541
Bdebra761@aol.com

RamonaSmith, President

(863)8586739
ramonaksmith@wildblue.net

Visit our website at

www.imperialbirdclub.org
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(Cont.from Pagel7)

Law enforcemenbfficials saidthey are awareof the fireworks problem
in the westerncommunities,where the loud blasts agitate horsesand
otheranimals,but havea hardtime enforcingthe regulations Fireworks;
thatleavethe groundor explodeareillegal, but loopholesexist, suchas
usingthefireworksto frighten birdsawayfrom agriculturalareas.

An officer mustobservea personfiring off illegal fireworksin orderto
takeaction,PalmBeachCountySheriff'sOffice spokeswomaiteri Bar-
berasaid.

Deputies often meet with local homeownersassociationshefore the
Fourthof Julyto discusdireworksregulationsandsafety,shesaid.

"It's beenan ongoingproblemout there,"said Barberaaddingthatthere
weremorefireworks goingoff nearherRoyalPalmBeachhomeon New
Year'sEvethanshehad"everseenin yearspast.”

WellingtonresidentKathy Bozich counteddown to the New Year from
herhorseKapoen'sstableon Draft HorseLaneWednesdayight, fearing
arepeatof the"majorissues'shehadthis summer.

"The Fourthof July waslike bombsgoing off," Bozich said."He went
berserk.”

Reillo saidthe public needsto be awareof the potentialconsequencesf
shootingoff illegal fireworks.

"Any excusefor a holiday, andit's like Baghdadout here,"he said."It

Orlando Diaz -Figueroa, DVM, MS, Dipl ABVP (Avian
Specialty)

Tuskegee University School of Veterinary Medicine,
2001

Dr. Diaz -Figueroa completed his internship in compan-
ion avian/exotic and small animal medicine at Animal
Care Unlimited and the Ohio Wildlife Center in 2002.
After completing the internship was accepted for a 3-
year residency in Zoological Medicine at the Louisiana
State University. He finished his residency in July 2005.
In December 2006, Dr. Diaz became a Diplomate of the
American Board of Veterinary Practitioners, Avian Spe-
cialty. Dr. Diaz -Figueroa regularly speaks to local clubs
and schools about exotic pet care and has authored nu-
merous articles and book chapters in professional texts
and journals. His special interests are in avian obstet-
rics and reptilian gastrointestinal  diseases. Other areas
of interest include avian endoscopy, ferret endocrine
diseases, rabbit infectious diseases, and exotic animal
orthopedics. Dr. Diaz -Figueroa is the owner of Lake
Howell Animal Clinic in Maitland Florida

(Cont from page 10)

A large number of disease processes associated with advancing age
were evident in these older birds, including eye changes (cataracts,
etc.), stroke, chronic heart disease, liver disease, kidney disease, etc.
Macaws are long lived and have few natural predators. They repro-
duce for many years and provide parental care for their young for at
least four months, making multiple clutches in the wild unlikely
unless of clutch loss. Reports indicate they may not breed every
year, or may often rear only asingle chick. Theoretically, species,
which have a low reproductive rate, can maintain their population in

the wild if they have along reproductive life span.
Page 20
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Our Raffle Table
For December ‘08
Made a total of
$390.50

Great job club!

Happy Birthday
To Everyone
With a Birthday
In January

Sothdo

Right from the
start:

A lifetime of goodnutrition startswith feedingyour bird a
balanceddiet with all the essentiahutrientshe needsevery
day. Right from the start, you'll seethat good nutrition

really works. ZuPreem

Page 10

Rare bird, spooked by fireworks, thrashes itself
to death

By DON JORDAN PalmBeachPostStaff Writer
Thursday, January01,2009

LOXAHATCHEE GROVES— Fireworksusedto ring in the New Year
insteaded to a horrific sceneat alocal wildlife conservatiorcenter offi-
cialssaid.

Workersat the Rare SpeciesConservatoryFoundationdoing a routine
morning checkup today discovereda deadred-browed Amazon parrot
with severeheadandfaceinjuries.

It wasobviousfrom the bird'sinjuries thatit hadthrashedtself to death
againsits enclosuresaidPaulReillo, directorof the conservatiorcenter.

The parrotwas part of a recoveryprojectto breedthe rare speciesand
reintroducait to its naturalhabitatin the lowland humidforestsof Brazil.
The wild populationis estimatedto be between1,000and 2,500 birds,
accordingto Birdlife International,an internationalconservatiororgani-
zation.

Reillo saidthe birds and other animalsalwaysget spookedby the fire-
works,butthis is thefirst time ananimalhasreactedsoviolently.

"We're doing everythingwe can to savethesespeciesand the lack of

enforcementbn fireworks regulationsis basically undoing our best ef-

forts," he said."In the middle of the night, they'renot expectingblasts
andfireworksandgunshotslt's gettingworseeveryyear."

All buttwo of the entireNorth Americanpopulationof the bird in captiv-
ity live atthe conservatiorcenter.The male parrotthat died washealthy
and"essentiato the breedingprogram,"Reillo said.

"It's geneticsverewell-documented,thesaid."This guy could havelived
to be 50 or 60 yearsold and could have produceda generationof wild-
life. The tragedyis that this animal'slife is sacrificedfor absolutelyno
reason."

(Cont.onPagel8)
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Members:

Just a small housekeeping
note.

PLEASE be respectful to
other club members and
turn your cell phones off
during the business
meeting and to our guest
speakers when they speak.

Keep visit time to before
the meeting starts or at the
end of the meeting.

Remember to help by push-
ing in your chairs at the
end of the meeting and

make sure area where you

sat is clean.

Thanks for all your

KNOWLEDGE
KORNER

BIRD TRIVIA
According to the BBC,
the oldest parrot on
record is aBlue & Gold
Macaw named Charlie.
Charlie believed to be
owned by Winston

cooperation. Churchill and is be-
lieved to be 104 years
of age.
Page 18

IBC Bird Club-General Meeting—12/6/08

Ramona called the meeting to order @8:00 PM and introduced
visitors: Robin Trager, Jim Aldrich, Larry and Dianne Harfst, and
Gloria Booth.

Ramona welcomed everyoneto the 2008 Christmas party and
thanked all the club members who helped with the food, particu-
larly Debra Bernard and Wanda Joycefor the turkey and ham.

Ramona drew the winner of the hidden peanut contest. The pea-
nut was located on the front cover among the vines. Brianna was
the winner.

Wanda made a motion to acceptthe secretary’sreport aspub-
lished in the newsletter; John secondedthe motion and it passed.

Joe gavethe treasurer’s report.

Ramona displayed a homemade queen size afghan donated by
Jesseand Elaine for the first quarter 2009 disaster relief raffle.

Ramona announced that elections would take place tonight and
askedif there were any further nominations. Eric stated that he
would like to remove the table of nominations. It wasso motioned
and seconded. Two new nominations were made — Fred Smith for
Vice President and Wanda Joyce for Treasurer. Nominations were
closed and members voted. The resultant slate of officers for 2009
is:

President — Ramona Smith

Vice President — Deb Bernard

Treasurer — Wanda Joyce

Secretary— Sherry Rigdon

Directors — JessePoyser, Richard Joyce

Santa Claus made an appearanceand posed for pictures with all
the kids. He gavebeanie baby toys to all the kids and the ladies.

Ramona wished everyonea Very Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year. Shereminded everyonethat there are no other meet-
ings scheduledfor 2008, but that we hope to seeeveryoneat our
January meeting.

There being no further business, Richard motioned to dismiss the
businessmeeting. The motion was secondedand the meeting was
adjourned at 9:00 PM. Page 11



Aging In Macaws
by Susan Clubb, D.V.M.
Published in the ASA Avicultural Bulletin in August 1993.

Macaws are noted for being long lived. Estimates of their life span
have reached 60 years or longer. Actually, litte documented evidence
of their life span exists in the literature. With this in mind, a study of
the known ages of the birds in residence at Parrot Jungle, Miami,
Florida, was undertaken to provide some documented data on this
topic.

Parrot Jungle was founded in 1936 asatourist attraction. Free flying
parrots and macaws were the leading attraction. Birds were allowed to
breed freely and a facility was constructed for those birds that did
breed. Many of the birds hatched at Parrot Jungle have remained
there allof their lives, making tracking age possible.

To document the aging in these birds, 57 birds known or estimated
to be 25 years or older were examined for three years. Of these, 26
were captive-bred and ranged from 25 to 52 years of age. Thirty -one
were wild -caught and had been residents of Parrot Jungle for over 20
years.

The oldest bird at Parrot Jungle was recently euthanized due to se-
vere seizure activity. This was one of the original birds imported in
1936, and was at least 57 years old. This bird, however, had been blind
and had a chronic neurologic disorder for many years. The first baby
hatched at Parrot Jungle is still in residence and is known to be 52
years old. His sibling died at age 49. Seven captive-bred birds are
known to be between 41 and 48 years old. All have cataracts that have
obscured or reduced vision. All show degenerative diseasesassociated
with advanced age.

Macaws show physical degeneration progressing with age, becoming
evident at about the time their reproductive potential is exceeded. In
this study group, Macaws produced offspring between approximately
four and 35 years of age.

While age changes were variable as to age and onset, in general,
muscle wasting and weight loss was evident in most individuals after
about 40 years of age. Some of this muscle deterioration could be at-
tributed to lack of exercise. Typically, older birds, who had been free-
flying would resort to walking or resting in afamiliar location for most
of the day.

Posture changes were not dramatic, however, joint stiffness is evi-
dent in many birds over 40 years of age. Spotty depigmentation of the
feet was common, and aged Blue & Gold and Green-winged Macaws
often showed thinning of the facial feathers. Feather pigmentation
was largely unaffected, although feather condition and lustre declined
in birds in their mid to late forties.

Page 12 (Cont on Page18)

It is thesewhich a bird realignswhenit grooms(sometimeseferredto as
'Zipping'
their
feathers).
Thisen-
suresthe
water-
proofing

or insulationcapabilitiesof the feathersThe vaneof thefeathermaybe

softanddowny(plumulaceouspr compaciandcloselyknit

(pennaceousA smallopeningthe superiorumbilicusis locatedat the

junctionof therachisandcalamusA smallfeatherknownasan after

featheris oftenattachedo this smallopening.

Typesof Feathers

Birds haveseveralifferenttypesof feathersContourfeathersarethe
predominenfeatherscoveringthe bird'sbody.Contourfeatherscanbe
dividedinto flight feathersandbodyfeathers.

Theflight feathersncludethoseof thewing knownasremigesandthose
of thetalil
knownasrec-
trices Theremi-
gesthatarise
from the perio-
steumof the
metacarpusre
knownasprima-
ries,while those
arisingfrom the
periosteunof
theulnaare
knownassecon-
daries.The
prmariesare

countednumberedfrom the nearesto thebodyto the furthestfrom the

body,while the secondariearecountedirom the furthestawayto the
nearest.

Therectricesarethelargeflight feathersof thetail. Thesearecounted
from the centerlaterally. The numberof remigesandrectricesvarieswith
the speciesFlightedbirds mayhavefrom 12to 9 primariesandfrom 6 to
32 secondariedMostbirdshavel2 rectricesor tail feathers.

(Conton Pagell) Page 17



FEATHERS
by Linda PesekDVM, DiplomateABVP (Avian)

Featherareuniqueto birds. Theyprovideinsulation,camouflagepro-
tection,waterrepellencyanddisplay.ln somespecief birds,thefeath-
ersof themaleandfemaleareidentical. Thesebirdsaremonomorphic
meaningheir sexcan'tbe determinedy their physicalappearance.
Otherspeciesaredimorphic- meaninghe maleandfemalelook differ-
entandthuscanbe sexedby their appearance:clectusparrotsarean
extremeexampleof this. The malesaregreenandthefemalesred. Some
specieqcertainducks)havetwo distinct plumagesr coatsof feathers.
Thewinter or eclipseplumageooksdifferentfrom the breedingor nup-
tial plumage.

The Anatomyof a Feather

A featheris composef sev-
eralparts.The calamuss the
short,tubularportionthatis
embeddedn thefeatherfolli-
cle andis belowtheskin. The
embeddedip of the calamus
containsanopeningknownas
theinferior umbilicus The
calamusof growingwingsand
tail featherscontaingpulp
(vascularconnectiveissue)
andasmallarteryandvein.
Theseyoungfeathersare
knownas"bloodfeathers"
becauseheywill bleedif they
aredamagedAs thesefeathers
mature the pulpregresseshe
vesselglegeneratandthe
calamusecomeshollow.

Thelong tubularportionof the

featherabovetheskinis the

rachis It is a continuationof

the calamusabovethe skin. The proximalportion of therachis(the por-
tion nearesthebody),like the calamuss alsovascularizedn thedevel-
opingfeather.Thetermshaftrefersto boththe calamusandrachis.

Thevaneis the portion of thefeatherthatextendgo eithersideof the
rachisandis composeaf barbsandbarbules.Barbsareslendeffila-
mef¥&H&tarisefrom therachis. Eachbarbgivesriseto finer filaments
knownasbarbules.

(Contfrom Pagel5)

Covertsaresmallcontourfeatherghatcoverthe basef thewing and
tail feathers.

Semiplumdeathershavefluffy vanesTheyarefoundalongthe margins
of feathertracts.Theyareimportantin thermalinsulation.

Filoplumeshavealong fine shaftandshortbarbsor barbulesTheyare
locatedvery closeto thefollicle of eachcontourfeather.Thesefeathers
providesensoryinformationaboutthe positionof adjacentcontourfeath-
ers.

Bristlesarespecializedeatherdoundat the baseof theeyelids,nares
andmouthandhavea sensoryfunction.

Downfeathersarefluffy featherghatmaybefoundovertheentirebody,
restrictedto certainareaspr evenabsentdependingiponthe species.
Down of anewly hatchecchickis knownas"natal” or juvenile down,
while downof anadultis knownasthe "definitive” down.

Powderdownfeathersarespecializedeatherghatsheda white waxy
powdercomposeaf keratin.Powderdownformsa waterproofbarrier
for contourfeathersThis powderis spreadhroughthefeatheravhenthe
bird grooms African Greyparrots,cockatielsandcockatoogproducethe
greatesamountof powderon their feathersPowderdowncancause

ir-
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The Hotel
TedRooms. FloweCorner

Flowers* Gifts * Collectibles

301WestMaple St.
DavenportFlorida
SAMANTHA DIERKER* JACKIE SUMMER-
LIN
863-421-08271-8883351287

TheHotel TeaRoom& Flower Corner
is aTeaRoomthatoffers:

x LunchMondaythruFriday11:30amto 1:00pm.
Reservation®equested.

x Big PartiesReservationf®equired.

x Tuesdaynight Dinner6:00 pm Reservationse-
quired.

x IntimateWedding, Bridal/Babyshower specialty
parties& Teapartiesavailableuponrequest.

x Wealsohavea Gift Shopthatoffersuniquegifts
for anyoneBig or SmallplusaFull ServiceFlo-
rist.

x Our Flower Shopcanaccommodatany of your
flower needsWedeliverto all surroundingCom-
munities.Our Flower ShophoursareMondaythru
Saturday9:00amto 5:00pm.

Page 14 04-08

Back by popular demand. \

FIND POLLY’'S PEANUT
Polly Parrot haslost her peanut. One like the onepictured at
right (' but could be much smaller) is hidden somewherein our
newsletter.
If you find it, on a pieceof paper put your nameand “l found
the peanuton page___ "and bring to club meeting.
We will draw from thosenamesfor a small prize.

HAPPY HUNTING

OUR YUMMY BOOK”

Get your copy by contacting any club member
or Ramona Smith -Editor at
863 -858 -6739
ramonaksmith@wildblue.net

$10.00 each

Reg. $12.00

FEATHERS —FEATHERS
Feathers, feathers who’s got feathers?

Rebecca Kline has offered to temporarily
take over this club fund raiser. Please con-
tinue to bring your feathers to the club meet-
ings —give them to Rebecca -and she will put
them on Ebay. Thanks for all your participa-
tion

Remember to renew your
membership at the January

meeting Page 15
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