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The Imperial Bird Club
meets the third Thursday of
each month at the VFW Hall
of Auburndale, 241 Lake Ave.
East, Auburndale. Doors
open at 7:00 p.m. and the
meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.
The Board Meeting is held
the second Tuesday of the
month. The location of the
Board Meeting is Denny’s in
Haines City at the I-4 Exit
and starts at 7:00 p.m. All
club members are welcome to
attend and all board mem-
bers are required to attend
the Board Meetings. Contact
Ramona Smith, President for
more information.

Club Raffle Table

The Club raffle table is to-
tally member supported.
If you win a prize, at the
next meeting, bring a prize
of equal value for the ta-
ble. Of course, you can
always bring something
for the raffle table. Every-
body is happy if they win a
little something and as we
all contribute it will con-
tinue spreading happi-
nessamong our member-
ship.
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Club Objectives

1. Toensurethe preser-
vation and propaga-
tion of non-native
cagebirds in the
United States.

2. Tofurther the Science
of Aviculture.

3. Toexchangethe
knowledge, informa-
tion, and experi-
encesrelated to cage
birds.

4. To educatethe general
public on Avian mat-
ters.

The opinions expressed
in the Birdy Gazetteare
not necessarilythose of
the Imperial Bird Club
or the editorial staff.
The Imperial Bird Club
and its staff assumeno
responsibility for claims
of our advertisers or for
the quality of goodsor
servicesthe advertisers
provide. We regret if
mistakes are made, how-
ever IBC is responsible
only for corrections of
errors.
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To contact the Editor:
ramonaksmith@wildblue.net
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CLUB DUES ARE DUE IN
JANUARY
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Front cover: Sun Conure

Our Speakerfor February will be:
Dr. Mitizi Vargus
From
Orchid SpringsAnimal Hospital
Meeting date is February 19,2009

SEE YOU THERE!
VFW Hall —241 Lake Ave. East
Auburndale, Fl.

Fred & RamonaSmith
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GolderWings

Macaws—Cockatoo’'s—Amazons—Hyacinth’s

RoseBreasted—Golden Conures
Major Mitchell Cockatoo’s

8638586739

Lakeland, Florida

fredsmith@wildblue.net

MemberClub MemberClub

Club Affiliations
AFA Reps (2) Fred Smith & Debra
Bernard
FFA Reps(2) Richard Pearson & Debra
Bernard
FFA President Marty Dochstader

Bird Club Officers

President - Ramona Smith -863 -858 -6739
Vice President - Debra Bernard 863 -293-7541
Treasurer - Wanda Joyce -863 -676-0091
Secretary -Sherry Rigdon -407 -365-2986
Director -Richard Joyce -863 -676-0091
Director -Jess Poyser -863 -422 -2028

Director -Valerie Kane -863-439-5199

Director -Elaine Gray -863 -422 -2028

AFA Regional Director -Florida, Puerto Rico,
Virgin Islands -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739

IBC Committees
Expo Chairman —Debra Bernard 863 -293-7541
Librarian -Gloria Boughton & Lois Wygonik
Historian -Rebecca Kline -863 -450 -6772
Legislation -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739
Publicity -Rich Long -863 -646 -7776
Food Chair -Valerie Kane -863 -439 -5199
Hospitality -Jess Poyser & Elaine Gray
Parliamentarian  -Eric Kline -863 -450 -6772

The Imperial Bird Club will refuse to accept adver-
tising from anyone convicted of a bird related
crime .
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IMPERIAL BIRD CLUB
14710BRAHMA RD.
POLK CITY, FL. 338686703
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
2009

Name: Date

Address:
City/State/Zip
Phone:( )
Cell #:
E-Mail Address:

Are you a breeder or pet owner?

Topicsfor programs that would be of interest to
you:

Was our club recommendedto you, and if so,by whom?

Applicants Signature

Checkcorrect box:
New Membership
RenewalMembership
Checkcorrect box:

Family (2 votes)$20.00
Single (1 vote) $15.00

Duesare for one(1) calendar year starting January 1, of
the year paid. Membership must be renewed
annually to retain club privileges.
Comelearn and havefun with us!
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Messagdrom your
President

HAPPY VALENTINE'S DAY

We have received the contract for Tiger town
rental and we also have the tickets for the Grand
Raffle so we are requesting “each member” to
take AT LEAST 10 tickets to sell as we did last
year. If you are a family membership that would
be 20 tickets. We did great on the Grand raffle
last year with everyone doing their part. Make us
proud again this year. Also you need to be work-
ing on getting items for the hourly raffle table.

Be sure to mark your calendars.
MARCH is the STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL

APRIL is our EXPO -April 26th, 2009. We will also
have our regular club meeting.

Looking forward to seeing each and everyone
of you Thursday February 19th. Come and hear
what Dr. Vargus has to share with us.

» Ramoneémith
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Sun Conure

Size:
Medium,at about12 inchesin lengthfrom the beakto theendof thetail.

Average Lifespan:
25-30years.

Temperament:

Givenadequateattention,the SunConuresareloving little birdsthatare
easyto train and thrive on their owners'companionshipAs with other
bird speciespwnersshouldmakesureto provide safeareasfor the Sun
Conureto exploreandinvestigate Conuresare not shy birds andwill let
you know if their needsarenot beingmet. Their loud, shrill call is a tool
that they useto bring attentionto importantsituations,and many have
beenknownto becomeexcellent'watchdogs."

Colors:

At maturity,a Sun Conuresportsa rainbow of brilliant yellow, red, or-
ange greenandblue.JuvenileSunConuresasa naturaldefensemecha-
nism, are not nearly as colorful as adults. The first feathersare olive
greenin color, changingto a mixture of yellowish-orangeat around6
monthsof age.Full color plumagecanbe observedat approximatelyone
yearof age.SunConuresalsohaveblack beaksandfeetandcharacteris-
tic white patchesaroundeacheye.

Feeding:

While it is importantto ensurethat pet birds are offered variety in their
diets, responsibleowners must also make sure that certain nutritional
requirementsare met. In the wild, Sun Conuresprimarily feaston fruit,

nuts,andseedsputin captivity theydo beston a balancedpelleteddiet.
Like other companionbirds, they need and appreciatetreats, so don't
forget to indulge your bird in the somefruit, vegetable,seed,or nut
shacks!

Exercise:

As with all birds, properexerciseis imperativeto goodhealth.SunCon-
uresareby naturevery active,andneedto be providedadequatespaceto
fly, explore,andplay. Keepingthis in mind, your SunConureshouldbe
allowedadequateime out of his cage,andthe cageshouldbe at leastbig
enoughfor the bird to flap his wings. As far ascages go, biggeris al-
waysbetter,but a goodrule of thumbis to buy a cageno smallerthan20

X 20x 24. Page 6

The word guardian takes on a legal meaning and refers to the
physical care of a person or a thing. Which is what we do for our
parrots, but in no way conveys the feeling involved in the relation-
ship. There is so much more to it than food, water, and a safe
home. We have interaction and share love, enjoy playtime and
concern. No, guardian doesn't quite have the right feel. It is too
cold, and well, legal!

A friend is one who is attached to another by feelings of affection
or personal regard. Yes! That's itt Much better than guard-
ian. Maybe it feels better than 'pet’. A friend and companion; that
describes the relationship that develops between a human and a

The BestWayTo ShowYour LOVE Is
Through Your Bird’s Stomach

Love is in the air everywhereyou look around!
It's that time of yearto expressyour love for the sig-
nificant peopleand animalsin
y O ur i f e .
Thebestwayto tell your bird |
LOVE YOU isto providehim
with the proper nutrition and
care he needsto live a long
andhealthylife.

In honor of National Bird FeedingMonth and Valen-
tine'sDay showyour love by feedingyour bird a better
diet for his nutritional health. Top avian
vets recommendfeeding a diet that is 80% pelleted,
andlimit the amountof seedsandfreshfruits andveg-
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COMPANION, GUARDIAN, FRIEND, PET
By LisMcManus

According to Webster's Dictionary the definition for 'pet' is:

1. any domesticated animal kept as a companion. 2. a person
especially cherished or indulged: teacher's pet. 3. a thing par-
ticularly cherished. -- adj. 4. kept or treated as a pet. 5. cher-
ished or indulged, as a child. 6. favorite; preferred: a pet the-
ory. 7. showing fondness or affection: pet names.

2. Companion: 1. a person who frequently associates with or
accompanies another; comrade. 2. a person in a usually long-
term, intimate relationship with another person; partner. 3. a
helper.

3. Guardian: 1. a person who guards, protects, or preserves. 2.
a person legally entrusted with the care of another's person or
property, as that of a minor or someone legally incapaci-
tated. --adj. 3. guarding; protecting: a guardian deity.

4. Friend: 1. a person attached to another by feelings of affection
or personal regard. 2. a person who gives assistance; patron;
supporter: friends of the Boston Symphony. 3. a person who is on
good terms with another; a person who is not hostile: Who goes
there? Friend or foe? 4. a member of the same nation, party, etc.

People seem to be trying to get away from using the term pet to
describe the relationship between our birds and ourselves. How-
ever, looking at the definition for pet, any domesticated animal
kept as a companion -- and then the definition of companion, a
person in a usually long-term, intimate relationship with another
person -- perhaps pet really is a fitting term. But, the word pet has
come to mean something different to a lot of people, leading some
to shy away from it when referring to the special relationship
shared with a parrot. Some think of a pet as an animal that is kept
for one's own enjoyment until the upkeep grows tiring. Often pets
are thought of as expendable, or "throw-aways". Can anyone who
has had a truly close relationship with a parrot ever feel this
way? No, parrots become one of the family, a cherished child,
one with whom we look forward to spending time.
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Sun Conures as Pets:

Someoneonce describeda flock of birds drifting throughthe Brazilian
sky asa beautiful sunset.Thesewere the Sun ConuresColorful andin-
telligent, thesebirds havebeenpopularin the pettradefor manyyears.
The Sun Conureis naturally playful and affectionate,making it espe-
cially suitedfor companionshipWhile mostpeopleadmiretheir beauty
and charmingpersonalitiesijt is importantto note that Sun Conuresare
very socialbirds,andmaynot be the bestchoicefor thosewho havelittle
time to spendwith a pet. Many Conuresbecomescreamersf they feel
neglected,and someresortto destructivebehaviorif left unstimulated.
With a little love, propertraining and socialization however,Sun Con-
uresmakecharmingcompanionghat are sureto brightenthe homesand
lives of the peoplethatchooseto keepthem.

Common Name:
SunConure

Scientific Name:
Aratingasolstitialissolstitialis.

Origin:
NortheasterisouthAmerica,from Brazil to Venezuela.

(Contfrom pagel9

Never feed your Conure avocadosgcoffee, salt or choco-
late. CoffeeandchocolatecontainTheobromine,an alka-
loid that is toxic to birds. Avocado is also toxic to
birds. Foodswith a high salt contentare harmful to birds
becauseheycannotexcretesalt.

In addition, provide your Conure with oyster shell or
gravelin a separatalish or a cuttlebone. Vitamin supple-
mentscanbe addedto their drinking wateror sprinkledon
their food.

Freshwatershouldbe offeredseveraltimesa day. A Sun
Conure will probablywantto havea bathfirst thing each
morning, so offering two bowls of water, onefor drinking

andonefor bathingis agoodidea.
Page 7




Our Raffle Table

For January ‘09

Made a total of
$82.00

Great job club!

Happy Birthday
To Everyone

With a Birthday
In February
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SUN CONURE DIET and NUTRITION

In the wild a Sun Conures diet will consistof nuts, seeds
andfruit. Many Conureownerswill feedtheir Conureadiet
of primarily small parrot mix and supplementwith millet
spray, mealworms,greenvegetablesand somefruit. They
canalsobefed manyof the samefoodsyour family eats.

While a commercialformulateddiet doesmeetmostof the
nutritional requirements of the Sun Conure, it doeslack
the phytonutrientdoundin freshvegetablesfruits, seedsand
grains. A Conure canalsobecomeboredwith a formulated
dietwhich may causet to refuseto eator to displaynegative
behavior. A seedonly diet doesoffer more variety but you
will needto addvitamin andcalciumsupplements.

If you do not wish to restrict your Sun Conure to mainly
pelletedfoodstheir diet shouldcontainthe following:

50%grains,seedscerealsandbreads

45% vegetables. Freshvegetablesare bestbecauseof the
vitamin contentthat your Conure needsbut they can eat
some cooked vegetablesand frozen vegetablesthat have
been thawed can be used when fresh vegetablesare not
available.

5% fruit and protein. Your Conure needsan adequatesup-
ply of calcium, someof which can be suppliedwith green
leafy vegetables. Nuts, legumesand meat can supply the
remainingprotein and calcium needs. Cookedlentils, navy
or kidney beansare excellent sourcesof protein. Fruit
shouldbe reservedas a treat, given on a daily basisduring
playtimeor socializing.

(Conton pageb)
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MEMBER ADS

Need a Spice Finch. Call Sherry 651-6303.

WANTED: Brown -headed Poicephalis hen breeder. Call
Jean Pattison @ 863 -686 -4532.

FOR SALE: Roosters -Call Valerie Kane @
863 -439 -5199

Get your Hagen Prime vitamins from Golden Wings
Products -call — 863 -858 -6739

FOR SALE: Jenday Conure Pairs -$400.00 a pr.
Call Ross Pittman 850 -206 -2034

(Cont. from page 18)

Discussion of 2009 Expo:

Grand Raffle would be a $500.00 gift card from WalMart
and the three hourly raffle tables both to be chaired by
Wanda and Richard Joyce. Fred Smith would set up the
footage space per booth for rent by supporting vendors.

New bands and badges for vendors and also hold a draw-
ing just for the vendors with the winner to receive a
$50.00 qift card from WalMart. The amount of wrist
bands for vendors to be three (3) per paid booth space
possibly having them in a vendor packet and a name
badge for each vendor. Wanda to check on the vendor's
badges and Ramona will make calls to line up someone
for a food tent. Elaine Gray and Jess Poyser will be sta-
tioned at the gate for entry ticket sales.

Having no other business the meeting was adjourned at
9:00 p.m.

Submitted by: Wanda Joyce in the absence of secretary
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IBC General Meeting Jan.15,2009

President Ramona Smith called the meeting to order at
7:30pm. She welcomed everyoneto the first meeting of the
year.

President Smith appointed the Audit Committee, Valeria
Kane, Debra Bernard, May Rudd and Eric Kline. They were
askedto adjourn to review the pastyear Treasurer’s reports.
President Smith introduced the speakerfor the evening, Mr.
Orlando Diaz-Figueroa, DVM, Dipl ABVP from Maitland,
Florida

The Polly’s Peanutfound on page 15 and the winner was Aus-
tin Joyce.

A remembranceto those membersthat had beensick; Sherry
Rigdon, Charles and Audrey King, Tyler Joyce, Fred Smith,
and JessPoyserwill be having surgery on the 27" of January.
TexasA&M senta thank you letter in responsefor our club’s
support towards someof their researchprojects.
PresidentSmith read off her list of appointed committees:

Newsletter Editor & Web Page ----------- President Ramona
Smith

Expo Chairman ---------------------- V/P. Debra
Bernard & Pres.RamonaSmith

Membership --------======mmmmmm oo -Wanda Joyce
Librarian Lois Wygonik & Gloria
Boughton

Legislation --------------=mmnmemenemv ---Fred Smith
Program & Activities -----------mmmmmmmmmmm oo \VVP. Debra
Bernard

Food ----------=-=-mnmmmmm oo~ Valleria Kane
Hospitality ----------------- --Elaine Gray & Jess
Poyser

Historian -- RebeccaKline
Publicity ----=-==mmmm e Rich Long
Parliamentarian ---------------=-=nmmcumno- Eric Kline
Club Affiliation Reps.

AFA oo +red Smith & Debra
Bernard

FFA oo Richard Pearson& Debra
Bernard

(Cont. on page10) Page 9



(Cont. from page9)

Treasurer’s report was given by Joe Rigdon A motion was
made and secondedto acceptthe Treasurer’s Report, motion
carried.

Treasurer's Audit was reported to be in order and a motion
was made and secondedto acceptthe Audit Report for year
ending 2008.

President Ramona Smith introduces the new Web Site for the

Club. Shetold of someitems that could be found. A point of

interest was to be able to tell how many hits we have and the

guestpage,and that additional pagescould be added, sugges-
tion wasto put the companiesthat donate items for our Expo

Raffle tablesand the Vendors alsofor listing our speakersfor

the year.

Richard Joyce had concernsthe representativesfor the AFA

and FFA that attended their conventions.He made a motion

for the Club to pay their expensego attend their conventions,
secondedoy John Wright. Call for discussion after sometime

Eric Kline called for the motion to be tabled, secondby Debra
Bernard. Eric volunteeredto bring figures of the costto the

February meeting in order for everyoneto understand how
much money it would take to sendtwo reps. to both associa-
tions’ conventions.

President Smith reminded everyonethat the 2009 Expo would
be in April and that things neededto get started. The Grand
Raffle would remain the $500.00dollar gift card from Wal
Mart. The hourly tables would again be headed by Richard
and Wanda Joyce as well as the Grand Raffle. Wanda re-
ported that 81 letters were sentout Saturday and one gift cer-
tificate already returned. Tickets needto be made for the
Grand Raffle and Vendor badges and wrist bands were
needed.

Having no other businessto take care President Ramona
Smith introduced the speaker,Orlando Diaz-Figueroa, DVM,
Dipl ABVP. He spokeon the how infectionsin birds are tested
and treated. Very educationaland lots of information given.

PresidentSmith reported that $82.00was made from tonight’s
raffle table.
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Imperial Bird Club

21st Annual Bird Expo and Sale

Sunday, April 26, 2009
9:00 am—4:00 pm

Grand Raffle Prizes

$500.00
PLEASE NOTE: i
The Expo for 2009 is in WalMart  Gift Card
the spring instead of the
fall
Mark your calendars so Hand -fed, weaned
you don’t miss this event Sun Conure
. With cage
Admission$4.00 . )
Under12 Free Pair of Gouldian

Finches with cage

HourlyRaffles at For VendorInformation

11 am,1pm,& 3 pm

Contact:
Indoor FacilitiesFreeparking Debra Bernard,Vice Pres.
TableRentalsAvailable (863)2937541

MembershipsAvailable Bdebra761@aol.com

RamonaSmith, President

(863)8586739
TakeLakelandHills Blvd. (SR33) | ramonaksmith@wildblue.net
North from Memorial Blvd. Or

Southfrom 1-4 Exit33 Visit our website at
(OIdEXxit19)

Directions:

Marchant Stadium-Tigertown www.imperialbirdclub.org
2220 N.LakeAve. '

Lakeland,Florida33805
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IBC January Board Meeting

President Ramona Smith welcomed everyone and ex-
tended a HAPPY NEW YEAR.

President Smith presented the new Web Site and ex-
plained the new features added: to be able to tell how
many hits there were, 2009 Expo information,  cookbook,
also said there is space for additional pages. One new
feature could be to add the list of speakers for our meet-
ings and a list of vendors that sign up for this years Expo.
This would be a means for advertisement for speakers
and vendors. Let's say Kudos to President Ramona
Smith for setting up the new and exciting website for the
club.

Texas A & M sent athank you letter in response for our
clubs support towards some of their research projects.

Last year there was a question if our ad was in the
Tampa paper or not and President Smith had a copy of
the paper and all the information in the ad were correct.

A remembrance to those that had been sick or going to
have surgery were: Sherry Rigdon, Charles & Audrey
King, Tyler Joyce, Fred Smith and Jess Poyser.

President Smith presented a list of committee chair
appointments:

Newsletter Editor:President Ramona Smith
Expo Chairman: VP Debra Bernard & Pres. Smith
Membership: Wanda Joyce

Librarian:  Lois Wygonik & Gloria Boughton
Legislation: Fred Smith

Program & Activities: VP Debra Bernard
Food: Valerie Kane

Hospitality:  Elaine Gray & Jess Poyser
Historian: Rebecca Kline

Publicity: Rich Long

Parliamentarian: Eric Kline

It was also noted for the membership renewal for AFA
and FFA.

AFA Delegates -Fred Smith $ Debra Bernard

FFA Delegates -Richard Pearson & Debra Bernard

It was brought up if there could be a possible chance
for the club to pay both AFA delegates to attend the con-
vention for the year 2009. This is to be presented to the
Club membership at the January meeting.

(Cont. on page 20)
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Fruit . . . The Short and Sweet of It by Madeleine Franco

Fruit kabobs are a great way to serve your bird fruits without
losing really great healthful treats through the cage grates. Fresh
pineapple, bananas, apple, papaya, mango (Paulie's favorite!) and
a limited amount of citrus--which can cause problems among
some species of birds prone to iron storage disease--are easily
strung on a kabob and hung inside of the cage. Banana wheels,
3/4-inch slices with peels intact, from which even small birds will
scoop out the pulp, are also a favorite. Along with fruit, you may
also want to mix in some vegetables, such as cooked sweet potato
wedges (rich in Vitamin A" . . . good for feathers"), raw red, green
and jalapeno pepper, kale, parboiled broccoli, dandelion greens
and other vegetables that lend themselves to snacking. Avoid avo-
cado, which can be lethal. While we're on the subject of oranges, |
have found that my birds prefer their orange segments if | serve
them after allowing them to dehydrate somewhat on the counter-
top for about 24 hours; through observation, | concluded that the
birds didn't like being sprayed with the juice when they bit into the
segment. Birds are opportunistic in the wild and eat what they can
find. All birds benefit from more fruits and vegetables in their diets,
and Eclectus especially seem to thrive on a diet containing more
fruit than average, except lories, toucans and other fruit and nectar
eaters.

To "sneak" fruits and vegetables into your bird's diet, you may
want to try covering a monkey biscuit or two with unsweetened
fruit cocktail (the kind made with pear juice). My Eclectus loves
that! Additionally, if you juice for yourself, try using the remaining
pulp in your favorite birdie muffin recipes. In almost any recipe that
calls for milk, unsweetened apple juice, or carrot juice may be sub-
stituted, and one of my flock's favorites is banana nut muffins
made with lots of walnuts, apple juice, and grated carrot. A great
shack party for birds to enjoy with their humans includes cocktail
cubes of cheese and pieces of apple.

When serving fruits of any kind, be sure to remove food
items—particularly those placed in dishes—after only several
hours, as spoilage can be an issue, particularly in moister cli-
mates. Also, remember that fruit—which should comprise less
than 20% of your bird’s diet and will likely account for even less in
winter—has a high water content, so your bird’s stools may be
much more watery as you introduce more fruit into his diet. To
avoid waste, you needn’t serve it every day, but do keep fruit in
mind as a welcome change of pace and a healthful, high-energy
snack for your bird . . . and yourself!
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HERNANDO EXOTIC BIRD

CLUB, INC.

11TH ANNUAL BIRD MART
Sunday,March 15,2009

HERNANDO COUNTY FAIR GROUNDS
6436Broad St., Brooksville, Florida 34601
(Hwy. 41 South)

9:00A.M.-4:00 P.M.

SPONSOREDBY
SMELT'S FEED & PET SUPPLY

4116E. 7TH Avenue, Tampa, Florida 33605

(800)827BIRD
Admission :$4.00
Under 10-Free Hourly Raffle Drawings

GRAND RAFFLE -Hand Fed, Weaned
CongoAfrican Grey

With Cage
Surgical or DNA Sexing& Micro chipping by
Dr. Kris Kuchinski
(Surgical Sexing$25.00)

BIRDS-TOYS-CAGES-FEED & SUPPLIES

FOR VENDOR & TABLE RENTAL INFORMATION
CONTACT
SallieKlink (727)85635870r Paul Arnstein (727)8560079
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SUMMERLIN FENCE, FEED, &

GARDEN CENTER
909 US Hwy 17-92
P.O. Box 981
Davenport, Fl. 33836
863 -422 -4537 fax 863 -422 -9579

FENCE
Installation  or Do -It -Yourself
Chain Link
Wood
Vinyl (all types)
Barbwire & Field Fence
Aluminum
Automatic Gate Systems and Service
FULL LINE NURSERY

* Palms

* Citrus Trees

* Fruit Trees

* Shrubs

* Hanging Baskets, Annuals,
Vegetable Plants
PET FOOD & SUPPLIES

* Purina
Bird
Dog & Cat
Chicken & Goat
Cow & Pig
Wild Bird & Backyard Friend Treats
HARDWARE
PVC
LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES & DESIGNS
CROSS TIES
BULK MULCH & ROCK

o T R

L

HABLAMOS ESPANOL




Back by popular demand. \

FIND POLLY’'S PEANUT
Polly Parrot haslost her peanut. One like the onepictured at
right (' but could be much smaller) is hidden somewherein our
newsletter.
If you find it, on a pieceof paper put your nameand “l found
the peanuton page___ "and bring to club meeting.
We will draw from thosenamesfor a small prize.

HAPPY HUNTING

KNOWLEDGE
KORNER

A bird’s feathers weigh
more than its skeleton
does.

Right from the
start:

A lifetime of goodnutrition startswith feedingyour bird a
balanceddiet with all the essentiahutrientshe needsevery
day. Right from the start, you'll seethat good nutrition

really works. ZuPreem

OUR YUMMY BOOK”

Get your copy by contacting any club member
or Ramona Smith -Editor at
863 -858 -6739
ramonaksmith@wildblue.net

$10.00 each

Reg. $12.00

Page 16

FEATHERS —FEATHERS
Feathers, feathers who’s got feathers?

Rebecca Kline has offered to temporarily
take over this club fund raiser. Please con-
tinue to bring your feathers to the club meet-
ings —give them to Rebecca -and she will put
them on Ebay. Thanks for all your participa-
tion

Remember to renew your
membership at the January
meeting Page 13




SUN CONURE TRAINING and BEHAVIOR

Sun Conures are active, sociablebirds. In the wild they
live in largeflocks andthereforeenjoythe companyof other
birds. Sun Conures love to play and are very inquisi-
tive. While they canbe timid andreservedwith strangers,
theylove to be handledandcuddledby their families.

A Sun Conure needsafairly large conure cage onethatis
atleast20 X 20 X 36 and,in all caseslargeenoughto allow
themto spreadtheir wings and one in which their tail will
not drag on the bottom of the cage. In addition, Sun Con-
ures do muchbetterif theyareallowedout of their cagesto
roamthe houseor atleastoneroomeachday.

Sun Conureslove to climb andto swingandthey aregreat
chewers. Offer themat leasttwo swingsin their cagealong
with a variety of toys suchas bells and plastic chainsthat
theycanswing on. Sincetheylove to chew,it's agoodidea
to keepthemsuppliedwith a variety of wooden parrot toys
that they canchewup. Freshtwigs and untreated leather
toys can also be providedto give them somethingto chew
on.

Sun Conures haveoften beenusedaswatchdogdecausef
their tendencyto listen closelyor investigateif they hearan
unusualnoise or senseanything unusual. Their piercing
shriekwill alerttheownerto intruders.

All Conures are notedfor their loud screamsyhich canbe

quite disturbing. If your new Sun Conure tendsto scream
too oftenandtoo loudly, blowing in his facewill soonteach
him thatthisis notanacceptabldehavior. This techniques

alsoeffectivefor Conuresthatwantto bite.

BecauseSun Conures are extremelyintelligent and social
birds, they are easilytrained, usinga parrot training sys-

tem.
Article takenfrom online Page 14

The Hotel
TedRooms. Flowetorner

Flowers* Gifts * Collectibles

301WestMaple St.
DavenportFlorida
SAMANTHA DIERKER* JACKIE SUMMER-
LIN
863421-08271-8883351287

TheHotel TeaRoom& Flower Corner
is aTeaRoomthatoffers:

x LunchMondaythruFriday11:30amto 1:00pm.
Reservationf®equested.

x Big PartiesReservationfRequired.

x Tuesdaynight Dinner6:00pm Reservationse-
quired.

x IntimateWedding, Bridal/Babyshower specialty
parties& Teapartiesavailableuponrequest.

x Wealsohavea Gift Shopthatoffersuniquegifts
for anyoneBig or SmallplusaFull ServiceFlo-
rist.

x Our Flower Shopcanaccommodatany of your
flower needsWedeliverto all surroundingCom-
munities.Our Flower ShophoursareMondaythru
Saturday9:00amto 5:00pm.
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