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     The Imperial Bird Club 
meets the third Thursday of 
each month at the VFW Hall 
of Auburndale, 241 Lake Ave. 
East, Auburndale.  Doors 
open at 7:00 p.m. and the 
meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.  
The Board Meeting is held 
the second Tuesday of the 
month.  The location of the 
Board Meeting is Denny’s in 
Haines City at the I -4 Exit 
and starts at 7:00 p.m.  All 
club members are welcome to  
attend and all board mem-
bers are required to attend 
the Board Meetings.  Contact 
Ramona Smith, President for 
more information.  

Club Objectives 
1. To ensure the preser-

vation and propaga-
tion of non-native 
cage birds in the 
United States. 

2. To further the Science 
of Aviculture.  

3. To exchange the 
knowledge, informa-
tion, and          experi-
ences related to cage 
birds.  

4. To educate the general 
public on Avian mat-
ters. 

Club Raffle Table 
The Club raffle table is to-
tally member supported.  
If you win a prize, at the 
next meeting, bring a prize 
of equal value for the ta-
ble.  Of course, you can 
always bring something 
for the raffle table.  Every-
body is happy if they win a 
little something and as we 
all contribute it will con-
tinue   spreading  happi-
ness among our  member-
ship. 

The opinions expressed 
in the Birdy Gazette are 
not necessarily those of 
the Imperial Bird Club 
or the editorial staff.  
The Imperial Bird Club 
and its staff assume no 
responsibility for claims 
of our advertisers or for 
the quality of goods or 
services the advertisers 
provide.  We regret if 
mistakes are made, how-
ever IBC is responsible 
only for corrections of 
errors. 

 
Ostrich 
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Golden Wings 

Macaws  -  Cockatoo’s  -  Amazons  -  Hyacinth’s 
Rose Breasted  - Golden Conures 

Major Mitchell Cockatoo’s  -  Buffon’s Macaws 

Fred & Ramona Smith 
Www.goldenwingsproducts.com 

 

863-858-6739 
fredsmith@wildblue.net 

Lakeland, Florida  

Front cover: Lovebirds 

 
 

Meeting date is February 18, 2010 
 
 

Our speaker for the month  
 

Will be:  
 

Carol & Jim Aldrich  
 
 

Doors open at 7:00 p.m.  
Meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.  

 
 

SEE YOU THERE!  
VFW Hall —241 Lake Ave. East  

Auburndale, Fl.  
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Bird Club Officers  
 
President  - Ramona Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Vice President - Debra Bernard 863 -585 -4148  
Treasurer - Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Secretary -Valerie Kane -863 -439 -5199  
Director -Richard Joyce -863 -676 -0091  
Director -Jess Poyser -863 -439 -3096  
Director -Joe Rigdon -407 -365 -2986  
Director -Elaine Gray -863 -439 -3096  
AFA Regional Director -Florida, Puerto Rico,  
Virgin Islands -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
 

IBC Committees  
Expo  Chairman —Ramona Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Librarian -Gloria Boughton & Lois Wygonik  
Historian -Rebecca Kline -863 -450 -6772  
Legislation -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Publicity -Rich Long -863 -646 -7776 
Food Chair -Valerie Kane -863 -439 -5199  
Hospitality -Jess Poyser & Elaine Gray  
Parliamentarian -Eric Kline -863 -450 -6772  

Club Affiliations  
AFA Reps (2) Fred Smith & Debra  
                                                           Bernard  
FFA Reps(2) Jean Pattison & Debra 
                                                            Bernard  
FFA President  Marty Dochstader  

The Imperial Bird Club will refuse to accept adver-
tising from anyone convicted of a bird related 

crime . 

Member Club Member Club 
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  IMPERIAL BIRD CLUB 
14710 BRAHMA RD. 

POLK CITY, FL. 33868-6703 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

2010 
                      

                                                    
                                                    
Name:___________________________Date________ 
Address:_________________________ 
City/State/Zip____________________ 
Phone:(     )_______________________ 
Cell #:___________________________ 
E-Mail Address:___________________ 
Are you a breeder or pet owner?
__________________________ 
Topics for programs that would be of interest to 
you:______________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
Was our club recommended to you, and if so, by whom?
________________ 
 
Applicants Signature___________________________ 
 
Check correct box: 
New Membership_____________ 
Renewal Membership____________ 
Check correct box: 
Family (2 votes) $20.00______________ 
Single (1 vote) $15.00_______________ 

 
Dues are for one (1) calendar year starting January 1, of 

the year paid.  Membership must be renewed  
annually to retain club privileges. 
Come learn and have fun with us! 
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Message from your 
President   

     
     HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY  

 
   We  have picked up the tickets for the Grand  
Raffle and Richard Joyce is in charge of distribut-
ing them again this year.  We are requesting “each 
member” to take AT LEAST 10 tickets to sell as we 
did last year.  If you are a family membership that 
would be 20 tickets.  We did great on the Grand 
raffle last year with everyone doing their part.  
Make us proud again this year.  Also you need to be 
working on getting items for the hourly raffle  
table.  
 
     Be sure to mark your calendars.  
 
MARCH  is the STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL if  the 
crop hasn’t been ruined with the cold this year.  
 
APRIL is our EXPO -April 25th, 2010.  We will also 
have our regular club meeting.  
 
     Looking forward to seeing each and everyone of 
you Thursday February 18th.  Come and hear  club 
members, Carol and Jim Aldrich presentation on 
teaching birds to do tricks.  

 
 
 

                  SEE YOU THURSDAY  

            Ramona Smith 
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LOVEBIRDS  
                                    Description  
   Lovebirds are 13 to 17 centimeters in length and 
from 40 to 60 grams in weight. They are among the 
smallest parrots, characterized by a stocky build, a 
short blunt tail, and a relatively large, sharp beak.     
Wild type lovebirds are mostly green with a variety 
of colors on their upper body, depending on the spe-
cies. The Fischer's Lovebird, Black -cheeked Love-
bird, and the Masked Lovebird have a prominent 
white ring around their eyes. The Abyssinian Love-
bird, the Madagascar Lovebird, and the Red -faced 
Lovebird are sexually dimorphic . Many colour mu-
tant varieties have been produced by selective 
breeding of the species that are popular in avicul-
ture.  

                   Housing and environment  
    Lovebirds require an appropriately sized cage or 
aviary. Recommended space per bird  is min 
1m×1m×1m. Lovebird's beaks are made of keratin, 
which grows continuously. Chewing and destroying 
wood toys and perches helps to keep beaks trim. 
Cuttlebones help provide beak -trimming. Natural 
perches and special rough surfaced perches of vary-
ing diameters placed at different levels in the cage 
will allow greater climbing mobility and gives them 
a choice to select the most comfortable spot to 
roost. They also require plenty of toys, such as wil-
low branches, swings, tunnels, boxes and safe 
things to chew on and play with. Lack of toys, keep-
ing the birdcage covered too many hours, and lack 
of companionship or social stimulation may lead to 
boredom, stress and psychological or behavioral 
problems (nervousness, aggression, feather -
plucking, screaming, depression, immuno -
suppression). Lovebirds are extremely social birds 
and will enjoy several hours of interaction a day.    
Without this interaction, daily exercise, a roomy 
cage/aviary, and many toys to play with, they may 
resort to feather -plucking, or screaming, and both 
behaviors can be difficult to cure.   

Page 23 



Page 22 

Bird Talk’s Confetti Balls  
 

Ingredients:  
     1 cup brown rice cooked per package instructions  
     2 Tablespoons organic, salt free peanut butter  
     Crushed pellets ( or crushed low -sugar cereal)  
 
Directions:  
 
     1.  In a large bowl, mix the peanut butter with the 
warm rice until well blended.  
     2.  Use a teaspoon to shape the mixture into 1-to -2 inch 
balls.   
     3.  Roll in crushed pellets or cereal.  Place the balls on 
wax paper for easy removal.  
     4.  Serve to your bird in its treat dish.  Store leftovers 
in a covered container in the refrigerator (discard after 2 
to 3 days).  
 
 
Yield: Approximately 5 to 6 balls..  

   HARI Avian Health 
Technician Josee Ber-
mingham demon-
strates the importance 
of allowing a parrot, 
like this Hyacinth ma-
caw, to exercise its 
wings. This was one of 
Fred & Ramona 
Smith’s babies.  

   Jennifer Trescastro 
of Jacksonville, FL, 
won the grand prize of 
a first aid kit filled 
with HARI -approved 
items valued at $200  

Press Release from HARI  
reprinted from Bird Channel 
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     It is suggested that if you must leave the house (to 
go to work for the day, for example) that you leave a 
radio or TV set playing, to provide sound.  Love-
birds are intelligent, and if a relationship is to form 
they need a human who will dedicate lots of time 
with them. Lovebirds enjoy baths and like to sun 
themselves daily.  

                                                 Diet  
�x�� Whole Cereals & whole Grains  : Amaranth, Bar-

ley, Couscous, Flax, whole -grain Pastas, Oat, 
Quinoa (truly a Fruit but used as a Cereal), 
whole -Wheat, Wild -Rice, whole Rices.  

�x�� Edible Blossoms & Flowers: Carnations, Chamo-
mille, Chives, Dandelion, Day Lilies, Eucalyptus, 
Fruit tree's blossoms, Herbs' blossoms, Hibis-
cus, Honeysuckle, Impatiens, Lilac, Nasturiums, 
Pansies, Passion Flower (Passiflora ), Roses, 
Sunflowers, Tulips, Violets. Note that the leaves 
of some of these plants are poisonous to Love-
birds.  
�x��                   Greens &/or Weeds:  

�x�� mainly  ; Bok -Choi, Broccoli &/or Cauliflower 
leaves, Cabbage leaves, Collard greens, Dande-
lion leaves, Kelp, Mustard leaves, Seaweeds, 
Spirulina, Water cress...  

�x�� occasionally & sporadically  ; Amaranth leaves, 
Beet leaves, Carambola (Star fruit), Chards, 
Parsley, Spinach & Turnip leaves. All of these 
feature high Oxalic -Acid contents that induces 
production of Calcium Oxalates (crystals/stones) 
by binding Calcium & other trace Minerals pre-
sent in foods & goods with which they're in-
gested. Possibly, leading to Calcium deficiencies 
&/or Hypocalcaemia in minor cases. Liver's &/or 
other internal organs' damage or failure in more 
severe cases.  

 
(Cont. on Page 11) 
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Our Raffle Table  

For January 2010  
Made a total of  

$77.00  
Good Job Club  

 
Remember to bring items for our 

monthly Raffle table  

FEATHERS —FEATHERS  
     
     Feathers, feathers who’s got feathers?   
 

Rebecca Kline has offered to temporarily  
take over this club fund raiser.  Please con-

tinue to bring  your feathers to the club meet-
ings —give them to Rebecca -and she will put 

them on Ebay.    Thanks for all your              
participation  

MEMBER ADS  
FOR SALE: Pair Silver Bills Finches asking $50.00 and 1 
male & 3 female Orange Cheek Finches asking $10.00 
each.  Call Eileen Tyson @ 863 -409 -1494.  
 
Get your Hagen Prime vitamins from Golden Wings 
Products -call –  863 -858 -6739  
 
Have you purchased a new ink jet printer and still have 
cartridges from your last one -bring them to club meeting 
and trade with fellow club members who might use that 
number size.  Good way to recycle and help each other.  

CLUB DUES ARE NOW DUE.  RENEW TODAY 
BEFORE YOU FORGET AND MISS OUT ON 

YOUR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER  
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Avicultural Institute Hosts Second Annual  
Parrot Seminar  

The Hagen Avicultural Research Institute’s (HARI) Parrot Life One
-Day Seminar was held in Florida. 

 

    About 100 bird product retailers, rescue facility man-
gers and bird keepers recently attended Hagen Avicul-
tural Research Institute’s (HARI) second annual Parrot 
Life One -Day Seminar held in Kissimmee, Fla. The edu-
cational event is designed to familiarize aviculturists 
with HARI -approved bird care methods and products.  

    HARI, located in Rigaud, Quebec, Canada, studies the 
captive breeding and maintenance of companion birds. 
The institute was founded in 1985 by pet food and prod-
uct manufacturer Rolf C. Hagen Inc. of Montreal, Que-
bec.  

    During the 2009 Parrot Life One -Day Seminar, HARI 
avian health technician Josee Bermingham demon-
strated the importance of allowing a bird to exercise its 
wings for muscle development. Bermingham also ex-
plained how to use HARI’s new product, Living World 
Clay Cal, a calcium -enriched food supplement. The prod-
uct, which is sprinkled on bird food, is designed to aid in 
a bird’s digestive process and strengthen its bones.  

    HARI avian product specialist Melanie Allen was also 
on hand to explain the meaning of caloric density, a key 
element in Living World’s Tropican bird food, manufac-
tured by Hagen.  

    In addition, aviculturist Fred Smith brought his Hya-
cinth and Blue and Gold macaws to demonstrate how to 
properly towel, health check and groom a bird with HARI
-approved products.  

    Attendees received a Parrot Life Seminar booklet and 
door prizes, such as HARI -approved bird food products 
and scales for weighing birds. Jennifer Trescastro of 
Jacksonville, Fla., won the grand door prize, which was a 
first aid kit containing $200 -worth of items on the HARI -
approved list. (Pictures on Page 22)  

By Stephanie Brown       Posted: January 7, 2010, 8:00 p.m EDT 
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           If you think a crow is giving you the evil eye.  
                       08:00 26 January 2010 by Bob Holmes  

 
   Wild crows can recognize individual human faces and hold a grudge 

for years against people who have treated them badly. This ability - 
which may also exist in other wild animals - highlights how carefully 
some animals monitor the humans with whom they share living space. 

 
   Field biologists have observed that crows seem to recognize them, and 
a few researchers have even gone to the extreme of wearing masks when 
capturing birds to band (or "ring") them, so that they could later observe 
the birds without upsetting them. However, it was unclear whether the 

birds distinguish people by their faces or by other distinctive features of 
dress, gait or behavior. To find out, John Marzluff at the University of 
Washington in Seattle and colleagues donned a rubber caveman mask 

and then captured and banded wild American crows. 
 

   Whenever a person wearing the same mask approached those crows 
later, the birds scolded them loudly. In contrast, they ignored the same 

person wearing a mask of former US Vice-President Dick Cheney, which 
had never been worn during banding. "Most of the time you walk right 

up to them and they don't care at all," says Marzluff. 
 

   Long memories 
The birds' antipathy to the caveman mask has lasted more than three 

years, even though the crows have had no further bad experiences with 
people wearing it. The crows responded less strongly to other details of a 

person's dress, such as the presence of a hat or a colored armband. 
 

   In a second experiment, Marzluff's team prepared six masks from cast 
of people's faces, then wore different masks to capture crows in each of 

four locations. In each case, they found, the crows recognized and 
scolded whichever mask they had seen when they were captured, and 

ignored the others. 
 

This shows that crows pay close attention to humans, noting which 
individuals pose a threat and which do not, says Doug Levey of the 
University of Florida in Gainesville, who was not part of the team. 

 
"We may think they are just bystanders minding their own business - but 

we are their business," he notes. "It's likely that they're incredibly 
perceptive of the dog and cat components of their environment, as well." 
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IBC General Meeting Minutes 1/21/2010  
 
      Ramona called the meeting to order at 7:40 and 
introduced two visitors from New Tampa.  
     The winner of the hidden peanut which was  
located on page 12 was Tyler Joyce.  
     Ramona had a memorial to Jim Baxter who 
passed away on the 1st of January 2010 in the Birdy 
Gazette, and asked if anyone had some more  
 pictures of him to put in the memorial on the  
 website.  
     January is membership renewal month so please 
send any checks with the information sheet to the 
new Treasurer who is now Fred Smith.  
     Ramona stated that all the members need to start 
collecting items for our Expo raffle table which is 
April 25th.  
     Delegates to the American Federation of Avicul-
ture (AFA) were named.  They will be Joe Rigdon 
and Rebecca Kline.  
     Delegates to the Florida Federation of Aviculture 
(FFA) were also named.  They will be Fred Smith 
and Jean Pattison.  
     If you have something for the Member Ad section 
please let the Editor know.  This is a free service to 
active club members.  
     Richard Joyce volunteered to be in charge of sell-
ing our Grand Raffle tickets  with help from the  
general membership.  
     Jim and Carol Aldrich volunteered to run the 
hourly raffle tables at the Expo along with the help 
of others from our general membership.  
     IBC Committees Chair appointments were read 
and they are as follows:  
Activities….Debra Bernard  
Food…..Marty Legant with the help of Valerie Kane  
Historian…..Rebecca Kline  
Hospitality…..Elaine Gray & Jess Poyser  
Legislation…..Fred Smith  
Librarian…..Gloria Boughton & Lois Wygonik  
Membership…..Fred Smith  
Parliamentarian…..Eric Kline  
Publicity…..Rich Long  
(Cont. on P.10)  



Page 10 

IBC General Meeting Minutes  (Cont. from P. 7)  
 
     Letters of thanks were received by the Club from 
the organizations who received the donations from 
IBC and were read aloud by Ramona.  
     Fred Smith informed the membership about the 
donation by IBC and received by the AFA as to 
where it was being spent at the convention in St. 
Pete this. Year.  He said our Club will be mentioned 
at different venues during  the convention.  
     A motion was made to accept the secretaries re-
port as published in the newsletter by Elaine Gray 
and seconded by Debra Bernard.  
     Wanda gave the treasurer’s report.  A motion was 
made by Richard Joyce to accept the treasurer’s as 
stated and seconded by Eric Kline.  
     The President called the question (without objec-
tion the audit report is accepted and the treasurer 
Wanda Joyce is relieved of her duties to the Club 
with gratitude).  
     There being no further business, the business 
meeting  adjourned at 8:40 p.m.  
 
Submitted By: Valerie Kane, Secretary  

I need to know (so I can update the records), if 
anyone has OLD newsletters for the following 
years, as I need to know WHO the President, 
VP, Treasurer & Secretary were for the follow-
ing years: 1982 through 1988 and 1991 Thanks. 
Rebecca  
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Valentine’s Day Traditions Around the World  

   The most common story of Valentine’s Day dates back 
to Saint Valentine, a Christian martyr who died in Rome 
on February 14th, having left (so legend says) a note for 
the jailer’s daughter which read “Your Valentine.” Today, 
Valentine’s Day is consistently considered a day for loved 
one to present one another with similar tokens of love.  

  While India and most Middle Eastern countries have 
banned the holiday due to its focus on sexual overtones 
and its religious ties to Christianity, most Western cul-
tures still embrace the message of the day and celebrate 
it in their own distinctive ways. Common sentiments 
around the world seem to echo in flowers, chocolates, 
red or pink hearts and messages of love. But every coun-
try has variations of these common threads with unique 
traditions and celebrations of this special day of love. 
Why not take some Valentine’s Day cues from another 
country?  

                                          EUROPE 
  Early European society began celebrating Valentine’s 
Day as a way of being in sync with nature as the second 
week of February is when birds began to mate.  

                                         Denmark  
   The “Lover’s Card” is the most popular gift -exchange in 
Denmark —What was formerly a transparent card that 
pictured, when held up to the light, a man presenting a 
woman with a gift is now considered any colorful card 
given on Valentine’s Day. Another type of card known as 
“gaekkebrev” is a romantic custom where a man will 
send this card to his woman of interest. The card con-
tains a rhyme, written by the man but is not traditionally 
signed by him —only a dot for each letter of his name will 
appear on the note. If the woman guesses the correct 
name, she will receive an egg from him on Easter.  

                                             Italy  
   Specifically in Rome, the holiday of Lupercalia is paral-
leled with Valentine’s Day. Most commonly now cele-
brated in South Africa, this holiday is celebrated on Feb-
ruary 15th. Dating back to mythological rituals, the sig-
nificance of the day was to rid the earth and air of any 
evils and cleanse the city for Springtime.  
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(Lovebirds cont. from Page 5)  

Fruit  (except Avocados  which are toxic): all Apple 
varieties (remove all seeds) , fresh Banana, all Ber-
ries varieties, all Citrus varieties, Grapes, Kiwi, 
Mango, Melons, Nectarine, Papaya, Peach, all Pear 
varieties, Plum, Star -fruit. Pits and seeds from 
every Citrus and Drupe species must always be dis-
carded as they are intoxicating. However, achenes 
and tiny seeds from pseudo and true Berries 
(Bananas, Blueberries, Elderberries, Eggplants, 
Persimmons, Pomegranates, Raspberries, Straw-
berries, Tomatoes) are all okay. [17]  

Legumes : Almonds, Beans, Lentils, Peas, Nuts and 
Tofu.  

�x�� Grains' and/or Legumes' SPROUTS: Adzuki 
beans, Alfalfa beans, Buckwheat, Lentils, Mungo 
beans, Pinto beans, Red Kidney beans, Sesame 
seeds, Sunflower seeds. Caution with only Lima 
and Navy beans' sprouts which are toxic.  

�x�� Vegetables (except Uncooked Potatoes, Un-
cooked Onions and all Mushrooms): Beet, Broc-
coli, Cauliflower, Carrots, Cucumber, all Cab-
bage varieties, fresh Beans, fresh Romaine Let-
tuce, fresh Peas, Parsnip, all Pepper varieties, all 
Squash varieties, Sweet potatoes, Tomato, Tur-
nip, Yams, Zucchini.  

Pellets  specifically formulated for Lovebirds and/or 
for small parrots are all healthy additions.  

Other fat -free, healthy and nutritious human foods 
in very limited amounts.   

Lovebirds are very vocal birds, making loud, high -
pitched noises. Some make noise all day, especially 
during the first morning hours.  

Lovebirds are also very active and love to chew 
things. When they are flying within a household, it 
is wise to watch them carefully and protect any fur-
niture, electrical wiring or anything else that they 
could possibly chew on. . 
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Grand Raffle Prizes 
 

A.   $500.00 Gift Card to WalMart  
and 

B.   Computer  

Vendor Information Contact: Ramona Smith, President (863)
858 -6739  

Admission 
$4.00  

• Under 12 Free  

• Hourly Raffles 
at  

• 11am, 1pm, & 
3pm  

• Indoor 

22nd 

Annual 

Bird 

Expo & 

Sale 

Directions:  
    

Take Lakeland 
Hills Blvd. (SR 33) 
North from Memo-

rial Blvd. Or 
South from 1-4 Exit 

33  
(Old Exit 19) 

 
Imperial Bird Club  

SUNDAY APRIL 25, 2010  

9:00 am - 4:00 pm  
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Happy Birthday  
To Everyone  

With a Birthday  
In February  

FIND POLLY’S PEANUT 
       
 Polly Parrot has lost her peanut.  
One like the one pictured  ( but 
could be much smaller) is hidden 
somewhere in our newsletter. 
      If you find it, on a piece of 
paper put your name and “I 
found the peanut on page____” 
and bring to club meeting. 
     We will draw from those 
names for a small prize. 

 
HAPPY HUNTING  

FEATHER NOTES  
 

A good disposition is the 
sunshine of the soul.  

(Cont. from Page 12) 
 
  As has already been reported, the T.S.A. again revised 
procedures on Sunday, requiring pat downs and extra 
screening for United States-bound passengers who are 
citizens of 14 countries identified as either being state 
sponsors of terrorism or friendly towards certain ter-
rorist groups. At the same time, the T.S.A. relaxed the 
most strict security measures for United States citizens 
and most others not flying through, or citizens of, those 
14 nations.  Meanwhile, I should note that my wife and 
I and Rosie the parrot arrived on time in Phoenix, 
where we picked up Petey, the other parrot, at a special 
trailer set aside by Continental for  passengers to fetch 
pets. 
   When he heard my wife’s voice, he let out a screech 
from his well-padded cage that could have been heard 
in Las Vegas. He had obviously had a good flight, too. 
And if he had any complaints about security, we didn’t 
hear about them. Petey wasn’t talking.   
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KNOWLEDGE KORNER  

What is the largest living species of 
birds? 

A. Condor 
B.   Eagle 
C. Ostrich 
D.  Emu  
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    Take Off Your Shoes and Is the  
                   Parrot Loaded?  

January 5, 2010 
By Joe Sharkey, New York Times 
 
    DOES he bite? The screener at the checkpoint asked 
warily. “She doesn’t bite,” I said. 
“Because we have to check under the wings.” He said. 
“In that case,” I said, “she might bite.”  
   At issue was our chatty African Grey parrot, Rosie, 
who was watching the scene from inside her travel cage 
at the security checkpoint at the Newark airport. This 
was last week, a few days after a suspected terrorist 
tried to blow up an international flight on its descent 
into Detroit by igniting some explosives hidden in his 
underwear. 
   While the explosion fizzled, it threw airport security 
into a tizzy. My wife and I had never flown before with 
our two parrots, but this time they had to come along 
on our non-stop flight to Phoenix. Rosie could fly in the 
cabin. But our other parrot, a blue and gold macaw 
named Petey, is too big for the cabin and was already in 
the hands of the very helpful people at Continental’s 
PetSafe program, which transports pets in a heated, 
pressurized cargo section of the plane. We wouldn’t see 
him again for six hours. 
   We were very anxious at the checkpoint. My wife 
solved the problem, though. One of Rosie’s favorite 
tricks is to spread her wings and lower her beak if you 
ask her to imitate an eagle. “Rosie, do an eagle,” my 
wife said. Inside her cage with the screener’s face 
framed in the open door, the bird promptly spread her 
wings wide. The screener had his look under the wings 
and lowered his wand. Merriment ensued all around – 
but it still looked pretty silly. And off we went to our 
flight to Arizona, which proceeded 
smoothly with the smaller parrot asleep in her cage un-
der a seat. 
    (Cont. on Page 14) 
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(Cont. from Page 13) 
The final week of 2009, after the underwear bomber set 
fire to himself on that Delta-Northwest flight approach-
ing Detroit from Amsterdam, was one of the strangest 
periods yet in the annals of air traffic security since the 
2001 terrorists attacks. Business travelers and other 
frequent fliers, who had long adapted stoically to what-
ever new security hurdles were thrown in their paths, 
were no longer reacting with equanimity. In many 
cases, stoicism was replaced with ridicule over what 
some travelers saw as knee-jerk reactions to the under-
wear bomber. I heard from a bunch of business travel-
ers. But my favorite email message offered some tongue
-in-cheek security advice. Mads Oyen, policy specialist 
at Unicef in New York, suggested removing from a 
plane any specific seat that had been used by a would-
be terrorist. “If he used, say, 36E, remove that seat. 
Then this cannot be tried again.” Mr. Oyen wrote. 
    Another suggestion by Mr. Oyen addressed the 
widely criticized Transportation Security Administra-
tion rule, imposed right after the Christmas episode, 
and quickly withdrawn, that passengers on flights to 
the United States not be informed of where they were, 
by cockpit announcements or by those video screen 
maps  tha t  show a  p lane ’s  pos i t i on .  
   “Not only remove the in-flight maps, but tell people 
after seating  that they are headed for a destination they 
are not booked for.” He wrote. “It is important that se-
c u r i t y  m e a s u r e s  a r e  u n p r e d i c t a b l e . ”  
   In a phone interview, Mr. Oyen recalled that he once 
watched security screeners at an airport in Uganda put 
a uniformed soldier’s loaded gun through the X-ray 
scanner “presumably to check for sharp objects.” 
    On a more serious note, an airline pilot who did not 
want his name to be used, asked, “When will passen-
gers say enough is enough with the ineffective theatri-
cal security measures?” That remains to be seen. 
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301 West Maple St. 
Davenport, Florida  

SAMANTHA DIERKER * JACKIE SUMMER-
LIN 

           863-421-0827 1-888-335-1287 

      

The Hotel Tea Room & Flower Corner  
is a Tea Room that offers: 

�x�� Lunch Monday thru Friday 11:30 am to 1:00 pm.           
Reservations Requested.  

�x�� Big Parties Reservations Required. 
�x�� Tuesday night Dinner 6:00 pm Reservations re-

quired. 
�x�� Intimate Wedding,  Bridal/Baby shower, specialty 

parties & Tea parties available upon request. 
�x�� We also have a Gift Shop that offers unique gifts 

for anyone Big or Small plus a Full Service Flo-
rist.  

�x�� Our Flower Shop can accommodate any of your 
flower needs. We deliver to all surrounding Com-
munities. Our Flower Shop hours are Monday thru 
Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm. 

 
 
 
 
                                                    04-2010 

 

       The Hotel 
Tea Room & Flower Corner 

Flowers * Gifts * Collectibles 
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