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     The Imperial Bird Club 
meets the third Thursday of 
each month at the VFW Hall 
of Auburndale, 241 Lake Ave. 
East, Auburndale.  Doors 
open at 7:00 p.m. and the 
meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.  
The Board Meeting is held 
the second Tuesday of the 
month.  The location of the 
Board Meeting is Denny’s in 
Haines City at the I -4 Exit 
and starts at 7:00 p.m.  All 
club members are welcome to  
attend and all board mem-
bers are required to attend 
the Board Meetings.  Contact 
Ramona Smith, President for 
more information.  

Club Objectives 
1. To ensure the preser-

vation and propaga-
tion of non-native 
cage birds in the 
United States. 

2. To further the Science 
of Aviculture.  

3. To exchange the 
knowledge, informa-
tion, and          experi-
ences related to cage 
birds.  

4. To educate the general 
public on Avian mat-
ters. 

Club Raffle Table 
The Club raffle table is to-
tally member supported.  
If you win a prize, at the 
next meeting, bring a prize 
of equal value for the ta-
ble.  Of course, you can 
always bring something 
for the raffle table.  Every-
body is happy if they win a 
little something and as we 
all contribute it will con-
tinue   spreading  happi-
ness among our  member-
ship. 

The opinions expressed 
in the Birdy Gazette are 
not necessarily those of 
the Imperial Bird Club 
or the editorial staff.  
The Imperial Bird Club 
and its staff assume no 
responsibility for claims 
of our advertisers or for 
the quality of goods or 
services the advertisers 
provide.  We regret if 
mistakes are made, how-
ever IBC is responsible 
only for corrections of 
errors. 
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Golden Wings 

Macaws—Cockatoo’s—Amazons—Hyacinth’s 
Rose Breasted—-Golden Conures 

Major Mitchell Cockatoo’s 

Fred & Ramona Smith 
Www.goldenwingsproducts.com 

 

863-858-6739 
fredsmith@wildblue.net 

Lakeland, Florida  

Front cover: Eastern Rosella  

Your Personal 
Invitation to the gala 
Social event of 2009 

“Your I.B.C. Christmas Party!!”  
Your club provides the turkey, ham, cold drinks, plates 

and  tableware. 
You only have to bring a covered dish that feeds 8 to 10 

people and you have your seats.  
It’s on Saturday, Dec 5th, 2009 

Opening at six at the Auburndale VFW.  
Begin eating at 6:45 to 7:00 p.m. 

 Lots of socializing with your friends, great eats, a little 
business, and  

THE HUGE CHRISTMAS RAFFLE WE ARE 
FAMOUS FOR! 

 
SEE YOU THERE!  

VFW Hall —241 Lake Ave. East  
Auburndale, Fl.  
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Bird Club Officers  
 
President  - Ramona Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Vice President - Debra Bernard 863 -293 -7541 
Treasurer - Wanda Joyce -863 -676 -0091  
Secretary -Sherry Rigdon -407 -365 -2986  
Director -Richard Joyce -863 -676 -0091  
Director -Jess Poyser -863 -439 -3096  
Director -Valerie Kane -863 -439 -5199  
Director -Elaine Gray -863 -439 -3096  
AFA Regional Director -Florida, Puerto Rico,  
Virgin Islands -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
 

IBC Committees  
Expo  Chairman —Debra Bernard 863 -293 -7541 
Librarian -Gloria Boughton & Lois Wygonik  
Historian -Rebecca Kline -863 -450 -6772  
Legislation -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Publicity -Rich Long -863 -646 -7776 
Food Chair -Valerie Kane -863 -439 -5199  
Hospitality -Jess Poyser & Elaine Gray  
Parliamentarian -Eric Kline -863 -450 -6772  

Club Affiliations  
AFA Reps (2) Fred Smith & Debra  
                                                           Bernard  
FFA Reps(2) Jean Pattison & Debra 
                                                            Bernard  
FFA President  Marty Dochstader  

The Imperial Bird Club will refuse to accept adver-
tising from anyone convicted of a bird related 

crime . 

Member Club Member Club 
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  IMPERIAL BIRD CLUB 
14710 BRAHMA RD. 

POLK CITY, FL. 33868-6703 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

2009 
                      

                                                    
                                                    
Name:___________________________Date________ 
Address:_________________________ 
City/State/Zip____________________ 
Phone:(     )_______________________ 
Cell #:___________________________ 
E-Mail Address:___________________ 
Are you a breeder or pet owner?
__________________________ 
Topics for programs that would be of interest to 
you:______________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
Was our club recommended to you, and if so, by whom?
________________ 
 
Applicants Signature___________________________ 
 
Check correct box: 
New Membership_____________ 
Renewal Membership____________ 
Check correct box: 
Family (2 votes) $20.00______________ 
Single (1 vote) $15.00_______________ 

 
Dues are for one (1) calendar year starting January 1, of 

the year paid.  Membership must be renewed  
annually to retain club privileges. 
Come learn and have fun with us! 
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Message from your 
President   

 
       Well, another year is coming quickly to a close.  
We have had some good times and some sad times 
this year.  
 
     Good times were: some great speakers at our 
meetings,  time of fellowship, another successful 
Expo, delicious BBQ just to name a few.  
 
     Sad time was the passing of former President 
Richard Pearson.  
 
     Remember to mark your calendars to be at our 
Annual Christmas Party which is SATURDAY DEC. 
5th.  -bring your raffle items for our “BIG” raffle 
table -your  filled covered dish to pass and come 
have some fun.  There will be a short business 
meeting for elections and the rest of the time will 
be fellowship and possibly the appearance of  
Santa.  
 

     From the Smith House to You 
& Yours  

 
MERRY CHRISTMAS &  HAPPY NEW YEAR  

  Ramona Smith 
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The Eastern Rosella is 30 cm (12 in) long. It has a red head and white 
cheeks. The beak is white and the irises are brown. The upper breast 
is red and the lower breast is yellow fading to pale green over the 
abdomen. The feathers of the back and shoulders are black, and 
have yellowish or greenish margins giving rise to a scalloped appear-
ance that varies slightly between the subspecies and the sexes. The 
wings and lateral tail feathers are bluish while the tail is dark green. 
The legs are grey. The female is similar to the male though duller in 
coloration and have an underwing stripe, which is not present in the 
adult male. Juveniles are duller than females and have an underwing 
stripe.  

The breeding season is August to January, with one brood. The nest-
ing site is usually a hollow over 1 m (3 ft) deep in a tree trunk any-
where up to 30 m (100 ft) above the ground. A clutch of generally 
five or six (although up to nine have been recorded) round, white 
and slightly shiny eggs, measuring 26 x 22 mm, is laid.  

The Eastern Rosella is sometimes kept as a pet. These birds are de-
sired for their beautifully colored plumage. They are intelligent crea-
tures, which can be trained to whistle a wide repertoire of tunes and 
may even learn to speak a few words or phrases. Rosellas can make 
good companion parrots; however, they require a great deal of atten-
tion and many toys to satisfy their need for social interaction and 
mental stimulation. These birds do not always adapt to life as a fam-
ily pet and even hand-raised birds may never become fully domesti-
cated. Generally, this species does not tolerate “petting” or 
“cuddling” and is apt to bite in response to this type of handling. 
Many people believe that Rosellas are best housed in large aviaries 
that enable them to fly freely with minimal human socialization. De-
spite these difficulties, many people enjoy the Eastern Rosella as a 
beautiful pet with a strong, feisty personality.  

Eastern Rosella 
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MEMBER ADS  
 
FOR SALE: Gouldian Finches -(female) - $45.00 each -Call 
May Rudd @ 863 -967 -4003  
 
WANTED:  Brown -headed Poicephalis hen breeder.  Call 
Jean Pattison @ 863 -686 -4532.  
 
Get your Hagen Prime vitamins from Golden Wings 
Products -call –  863 -858 -6739  
 
FOR SALE: Jenday Conure Pairs -$400.00 a pr.  
Call Ross Pittman 850 -206 -2034  
 
FOR SALE: various sizes of cages -for sizes and prices call 
Elaine Gray @ 863 -439 -3096  
 
FOR SALE: Various baby birds and also some breeder 
bird pairs.   Must sell due to health reasons.  Contact 
Steve Iorio at 863 -425 -2435.  
 
FOR SALE: Blue & Gold Macaw babies, handfed, sweet –  
various ages-Call Fred & Ramona Smith @ 863 -858 -6739.  

    Board Meeting Minutes    Cont. from P.11 
 
Val displayed artificial poinsettias to put on the table for door prizes.  
They are $2 more expensive than the real ones, but they will last longer 
and look very nice.  The board decided to go with the artificial ones.  Val 
will get them. 
 
     Elaine volunteered to roast a turkey and make a pan of dressing for 
the Christmas party.  Wanda volunteered to do the other turkey and a 
ham. 
 
     Richard stated that he will serve out the last year of his term.  How-
ever, he cannot do the raffle table at the expo this year.  He will do what 
he can do to help. 
 
     There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 
PM 

Donation Results  
AFA  $550.00  
Avian Biotech  $340.00  
Texas A & M  $470.00  
Cape Parrot Project  $400.00  
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FRUIT & NUT BAR 
2 lg. eggs                   1/4 c. applesauce 
1/4 c. walnuts            1/4 c. raisins 
1/2 c. chopped broccoli 
18 oz. box cornbread mix 
1/3 c. cranberry juice 
1/2 c. mixed vegetables, defrosted & chopped fine 
     Pre-heat oven to 400 degrees.  In a large bowl, stir to-
gether eggs, applesauce, cranberry juice, mixed vegeta-
bles and broccoli.  Add cornbread mix a little at a time.  
Stir in raisins and walnuts.  Pour batter into a well 
greased 8x8 in pan.  Bake for 20 minutes.  When cool, cut 
into squares & store in the refrigerator.  
                                                                         Selected 

PARROT TATER MELT  
1/2 baked potato, sweet, white, or yam 
3 Tbsp. chopped raw broccoli 
2 Tbsp. Shredded mozzarella cheese 
     Scoop out potato & mix with broccoli & cheese in mi-
crowave dish.  Cook on high until broccoli is bright green 
& cheese melted about 1 min.  Place mixture back in 
skin.  Cool before serving, as is or cut in pieces.         
                                                                                    Selected 

TRAIL MIX FOR BIRDS 
     Mix equal amounts of the following:  
dried berries                 mixed fruit  
raisins                            Cheerios 
Kix                                 peanuts 
     Store in an air -tight plastic container. 
                                                                 Richard Pearson 

Holiday or Anytime Treats For Your Bird  

Above recipes taken from our 
Club Cookbook  

“Our Yummy Book”  
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Our Raffle Table  
For November   ‘09  

Made a total of  
$133.00  

 
Remember to bring items for our “BIG”  

Christmas Raffle table  

FEATHERS —FEATHERS  
     
     Feathers, feathers who’s got feathers?   
 

Rebecca Kline has offered to temporarily  
take over this club fund raiser.  Please con-

tinue to bring  your feathers to the club meet-
ings —give them to Rebecca -and she will put 

them on Ebay.    Thanks for all your              
participation  

                  
 
 
 
 

In Memory  of  
 

Richard A. Pearson  
 

Oct. 14,1943  
July 18, 2009 
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Remember that the boiling pots and hot surfaces in the kitchen can injure 
or kill a bird that leaps or flies onto them. Even if the liquid in the pot is 
cold, a bird can get trapped and drown. Keep your pets out of the kitchen 
during this hectic time when your attention is on other things. It only 
takes a second for an accident to happen and a lifetime to live with the 
guilt and sorrow. 
 
Poinsettias, Christmas cactus, holly berries and Mistletoe are dangerous 
for the birds and other pets. Some plants are deadly.  
Pine and fir trees are not toxic, but cedar contains irritants. The sharp 
needles of the trees, even the artificial ones, can cause injuries or prob-
lems if ingested. The trees can also be scary when first brought into the 
house. Go slowly and keep it out of reach of the birds. When decorating, 
remember that artificial snow or flocking should be kept away from the 
birds. Spray on decoration may contain Freon as a propellant and can be 
very deadly. Many decorative items such as tinsel, ornaments, garlands 
and wrapping paper can cause blockage in the intestinal tract when in-
gested. Angel Hair may be made of fiberglass or spun glass which is ex-
tremely dangerous. Watch closely for any broken glass or metal orna-
ments or lights and make sure all small pieces are disposed of. Electrical 
cords should remain hidden and out of the way so that they cannot be 
chewed on, tangled up in, or tripped over. Be sure that all tape, staples, 
scissors, rubber bands, glue, string and any other supplies are picked up 
and put away out of reach or sight. 
 
Any new decorations can be scary and stressful. Keep that in mind as you 
are decorating and throughout the holidays. The increased activity, visi-
tors, noises and different routine can be very confusing and stressful. 
Visitors may not be bird-savvy and unwittingly feed your bird something 
toxic, or subject it to something dangerous. Your pet might be much hap-
pier to be in a different room where it can be comfortable and rest, rather 
than be in the midst of a party. It would only take a quick deadly misstep 
in a crowd of people if your bird suddenly ended up on the floor from a 
scare or a jostle.  
 
All the extra errands, visitors and preparations will have your doors 
working overtime. Remember that the chilly drafts from the open doors 
are not good for our birds. Plus the added chance of a fright flight from 
that scary tree or big box or strange visitors might send your bird right 
out the door! Make sure that your bird and the cage or playstand is away 
from outside doors or windows. 
 
Holidays are hectic and stressful. Remember to slow down and enjoy 
them. Watch for potential hazards and if in doubt, skip it! It just is not 
worth it in the long run. And most likely your bird is not interested in 
wearing that Santa Claus hat!!  
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                             HOLIDAYS CAN BE HAZARDOUS! 
                                        By Lisa McManus 
 
With the holidays arriving swiftly, it is time to take a look at hidden dan-
gers and things we might not even consider a possible problem for our 
flock. 
 
Most holidays include candies and sweets; celebrating just seems to bring 
out that sweet tooth. When your bird sees you, his flock, eating, he is 
prompted to eat. Of course, what you are having must be the best so your 
bird wants some, also. However, birds are quickly affected by sugars, fats 
and the toxicity of chocolates. Be sure to have bird-safe treats ready to 
share with your birds to distract them from the human treats. The brightly 
colored candy wrappings can also be very enticing to the curious bird. 
Remember to keep candy dishes covered and away from your birds and 
other pets. You might also have a special mug or glass of water just for 
the birdy friend to drink from.  
 
When enjoying a fire in the fireplace, remember that the flames can be 
mesmerizing and draw the attention of our pets. A solid partition should 
cover the front of the fireplace so that little toes can not climb or land on 
the front and get burned. Smoke can also be problematic and irritating to 
those small respiratory systems. Make sure that your fireplace is clean 
and working properly and that the damper is open. The preformed logs 
with pretty colors in the flames contain heavy metals and can poison our 
birds quickly. Do not burn wrapping paper or pressure treated wood . . . 
ever! The safest way to enjoy a fire is to have your feathered pets in an-
other room entirely. 
 
Candles and incense can offer the same hazards as a fireplace. If you 
want to enjoy candles, make sure that they are bird-safe. Even the wicks 
can have lead in them. Make sure that every part of the candle is free of 
metals and oils that are toxic or that can irritate a bird’s respiratory sys-
tem. Any product that has strong fumes and odors should be avoided. 
Herbs such as cloves, cinnamon, nutmeg or mint, can be boiled in a safe 
place and give your home that holiday atmosphere. Cigarette smoke is 
just as hazardous; be sure to smoke outside away from the birds and oth-
ers. 
 
This time of year might have you spending a lot of time in the kitchen. 
Remember to be very careful if you use Teflon appliances; overheating 
releases the toxic fumes which can be deadly in just a few seconds. Run 
an exhaust fan and limit the use of Teflon coated products. Self-cleaning 
ovens can also be deadly; be safe and clean your oven by hand with a low 
fume cleaner. Try lining the bottom of the oven with tin foil which can be 
lifted out and tossed and will keep the oven cleaner.      Cont. on P. 21 Page 9 

IBC General Meeting Minutes 11/19/2009 
 
     Ramona called the meeting to order and drew the peanut winner.   The 
peanut was on page 12 and the winner was Brianna. 
 
     Ramona introduced the visitors who were Jim Aldrich, who is going 
to join next year, and Alexander Medina, the youngest of the Medina 
children.  He is 21, his father is 80. 
 
     Ammerman's show is the 29th, the Sunday after Thanksgiving.  Mae 
has volunteered to man the booth part of the time.  Ramona asked if there 
were other volunteers.  Valerie and Joe volunteered.  She asked who 
could be there to set the tent up.  Joe stated that he cannot because we 
live too far away.  Mae said that she would do it and that she would be 
there at 8 or 8:30. 
 
     The Christmas party will be the first Saturday in December, the 5th.  
Doors will open at 6 o'clock and we will start serving at 6:30.  Each per-
son should bring a covered dish or a dessert that will serve 8 to 10 peo-
ple.  The turkey and ham will be furnished by the club.  Elaine will do 
one turkey, Wanda will do one turkey and a ham.  Drinks will be fur-
nished.  Plates will be here. 
 
     There will not be a separate meeting in December.  The next regular 
club meeting will be in January. 
 
     Ramona counted the members present for voting on the donations.  
There were 24 members present, so each member will have 8 votes.  
Chips were distributed and each member used his/her chips to cast votes. 
 
     Ramona asked if everyone received their newsletter.  Ramona stated 
that she created a Face book page for the club.  She asked that people 
become a fan and she will keep the site updated with announcements 
about club activities. 
 
     Val made a motion to accept the secretary's report as printed in the 
newsletter.  Jesse seconded it.  Membership voted and the minutes were 
accepted as written. 
 
     Wanda gave the treasurer's report. 
 
     There was a suggestion at the board meeting that the cargo fund be 
supplemented once a quarter by depositing whatever is earned on the 
raffle table that night into the cargo trailer fund.  This is on paper only.  
The board's consensus was yea.  She asked for comments from the gen-
eral membership.   
                                Cont. on P. 10 
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    General Meeting Minutes    (Cont. from P. 9) 
 
 Jeannie Pattison suggested taking 10 to 20% of every raffle instead of 
picking a choosing.  Mae asked if it was absolutely necessary to have a 
cargo trailer fund.  Ramona said that it was started a while ago and it 
would be hard to drop it.  Jeannie Pattison made a motion that we drop 
the cargo fund and take repair dollars out of the general fund when neces-
sary.  Carol seconded the motion.  The membership voted and the motion 
passed. 
 
     Val thanked the Marty and Carol for their contributions to dinner.  
Ramona thanked Val for taking care of the dinner. 
 
     Richard reminded everyone not to forget the Christmas party.  We 
expect a big turnout.  We may have Santa Claus, so definitely bring the 
kids. 
 
     Jeannie Pattison said that you need to be very careful if you adopt 
animals.  There is a clause that you sign on the adoption papers that give 
them the right to come into your house and take the animal back.  There 
is a woman in Hernando county whose birds were confiscated and auc-
tioned.  If hearings come up and people are needed in court for support, 
she will ask that you come to provide support.  Contact Jeannie for addi-
tional information. 
 
     Ramona asked for a spokesperson for the nominating committee.  
Richard gave the nominating committee report.  Nominees are as fol-
lows: 
 President – Ramona Smith 
 Vice President – Debbie Barnard 
 Secretary – Valerie Kane 
 Treasurer – Fred Smith 
 Board of Directors – Elaine Gray and Joe Rigdon 
 
     Nominations will be tabled tonight and opened again at the Christmas 
party for each office and vote for each office.  That way if someone ran 
for president but did not win the position, that person can then be nomi-
nated for another office.  Jesse made a motion to table nominations until 
the Christmas party.  Deb seconded it.  Nominations were tabled until 
December. 
 
     Ramona asked each member to vote in the kitchen with their chips.  
We will get the results of the vote after a short break and then present the 
speaker. 
     There being no further business, the business portion of the meeting 
was adjourned at 8:15 PM. Page 19 

Christmas Traditions in the United States  
Christmas Tree 

In 16th-century Germany fir trees were decorated, both indoors 
and out, with apples, roses, gilded candies, and colored paper. In the 
Middle Ages, a popular religious play depicted the story of Adam and 
Eve’s expulsion from the Garden of Eden.  The Christmas Tree was 
brought to England by Queen Victoria’s husband, Prince Albert from his 
native Germany. The famous Illustrated News etching in 1848, featuring 
the Royal Family of Victoria, Albert and their children gathered around a 
Christmas tree in Windsor Castle, popularized the tree throughout Victo-
rian England. It was brought to America by the Pennsylvania Germans. 

Poinsettias  

A native Mexican plant, poinsettias were named after Joel R. 
Poinsett, U.S. ambassador to Mexico who brought the plant to America 
in 1828. Poinsettias were likely used by Mexican Franciscans in their 
17th century Christmas celebrations. One legend has it that a young 
Mexican boy, on his way to visit the village Nativity scene, realized he 
had no gift for the Christ child. He gathered pretty green branches from 
along the road and brought them to the church. Though the other children 
mocked him, when the leaves were laid at the manger, a beautiful star-
shaped flower appeared on each branch. The bright red petals, often mis-
taken for flowers, are actually the upper leaves of the plant. 

Mistletoe  

Mistletoe was used by Druid priests 200 years before the birth 
of Christ in their winter celebrations. They revered the plant since it had 
no roots yet remained green during the cold months of winter.  The an-
cient Celtics believed mistletoe to have magical healing powers and used 
it as an antidote for poison, infertility, and to ward of evil spirits. The 
plant was also seen as a symbol of peace, and it is said that among Ro-
mans, enemies who met under mistletoe would lay down their weapons 
and embrace.  Scandanavians associated the plant with Frigga, their god-
dess of love, and it may be from this that we derive the custom of kissing 
under the mistletoe. Those who kissed under the mistletoe had the prom-
ise of happiness and good luck in the following year. 

Cont. on P. 17 



Page 18 

Take a bit of cheerfulness, 
A pinch of laughter, too, 

Next take a cup of thoughtfulness 
And stir them through and through. 

Add to this tranquility, 
A verse of "Silent Night,"  

That ever quiet we may be 
When God sends His holy light. 

Gently fold in some tenderness, 
A handclasp or smile will do. 

Perhaps it could be a fond caress, 
Or a rose with a drop of dew. 

Set aside a moment while you go 
For spices, herbs, a scent of pine... 

For music and fun, a candle's glow, 

Now mix and stir and fold again, 
Then add some mistletoe, 

A bit of faith, and love, and then 
Into the oven your cake must go. 

Where warmth and affection will combine 
To make this cake come true. 

Garnish with happiness, truth so fine, 
Enough for you, and you! 

Cut a piece, but save some too 
For every day of the year. 

Serve with a prayer for peace on earth, 
And a heavenly kingdom near. 

~ Evy Reis ~ 

A Christmas Recipe  
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IBC Bird Club Board Meeting Minutes 11/10/2009 
 
In attendance: Ramona Smith, Fred Smith, Richard Joyce, Wanda Joyce 
Joe Rigdon, Sherry Rigdon, Valerie Kane, Jesse Poyser and Elaine Gray. 
 
     Ramona called the meeting to order at the Denny’s in Haines City at 
6:50 PM.  She announced that, according to their newsletter, The Greater 
Brandon Avian Society is going to have a vote to dissolve their club be-
cause no one has come forward to run for any of the officer positions on 
the board.  The funds from the club will be dispersed to an avian charity. 
 
     She asked if we should have a board meeting in December.  The con-
sensus is that we will not have one until January.  The Christmas party is 
December 5th. 
 
     We have $2000 to donate this year.  We will need 200 chips if each 
are worth $10.  The chips will be divided evenly between active voting 
members whose dues are up-to-date who are in attendance.  They will 
vote with their chips.  Fred suggested that members be given a 'voting 
sticker' when they sign in and only those with voting stickers can vote.  
Jesse and Elaine will give out the stickers. 
 
     Our Christmas party will be held on 12/5 at the VFW in Auburndale.  
Doors open at 6.  Start eating at 6:45-7:00.  There will only be a very 
brief business meeting to vote for the club's new officers.  There will not 
be a meeting on the third Thursday of December.  The next general club 
meeting will be the third Thursday in January. 
 
     Nominations for officers are being taken by the nominating commit-
tee.  The committee advised that we should take nominations for and vote 
for one office at a time as per Robert's Rules of Order.  Then, the losing 
candidate from each office can be considered for the next position down 
the line (President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Board).  The 
board agreed that this was an acceptable method of holding elections. 
 
     This month tentatively Jeannie Pattison is going to be our speaker. 
 
     Wanda gave the treasurer's report.  Wanda recommended that one 
month out of each quarter we could take the money out of the raffle and 
put it in the cargo fund to pay for trailer expenses such as tires, etc.  The 
board felt it was a good idea. 
 
     Ramona stated that we are at the point where we need t-shirts.  Fred 
said that we need to have the new logo digitized.  Ramona will get 
quotes. 
 
Cont. on P.22 
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The Candy cane  

It was not long after Europeans began using 
Christmas trees that special decorations were used to 
adorn them. Food items, such as candies and cookies, 
were used predominately and straight white candy sticks 
were one of the confections used as ornamentation. Leg-
end has it that during the 17th century, craftsmen created 
the white sticks of candy in the shape of shepherds’ 
crooks at the suggestion of the choirmaster at the Co-
logne Cathedral in Germany.  

     The candy treats were given to children to keep them 
quiet during ceremonies at the living creche, or Nativity 
scene, and the custom of passing out the candy crooks at 
such ceremonies soon spread throughout Europe.  

     According to the National Confectioner’s Association, 
in 1847 German immigrant August Imgard used the 
candy cane to decorate a Christmas tree in Wooster, 
Ohio. More than 50 years later, Bob McCormack of Al-
bany, Georgia supposedly made candy canes as treats for 
family, friends and local shopkeepers. McCormack’s 
brother -in -law, Catholic priest Gregory Keller, invented a 
machine in the 1950s that automated the production of 
candy canes, thus eliminating the usual laborious proc-
ess of creating the treats and the popularity of the candy 
cane grew.  

     More recent explanations of the candy cane’s symbol-
ism hold that the color white represents Christ’s purity, 
the red the blood he shed, and the presence of three red 
stripes the Holy Trinity. While factual evidence for these 
notions does not exist, they have become increasingly 
common and at times are even represented as fact. Re-
gardless, the candy cane remains a favorite holiday treat 
and decoration . 

 
Source of U.S. Christmas Traditions: 

All Things Christmas 
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Happy Birthday  
To Everyone  

With a Birthday  
In December  

FIND POLLY’S PEANUT 
       
 Polly Parrot has lost her peanut.  
One like the one pictured  ( but 
could be much smaller) is hidden 
somewhere in our newsletter. 
      If you find it, on a piece of 
paper put your name and “I 
found the peanut on page____” 
and bring to club meeting. 
     We will draw from those 
names for a small prize. 

 
HAPPY HUNTING  

Christmas Stockings                  (Cont from P.19) 

According to legend, a kindly nobleman grew despondent 
over the death of his beloved wife and foolishly squandered his fortune. 
This left his three young daughters without dowries and thus facing a life 
of spinsterhood. The generous St. Nicholas, hearing of the girls’ plight, 
set forth to help. Wishing to remain anonymous, he rode his white horse 
by the nobleman’s house and threw three small pouches of gold coins 
down the chimney where they were fortuitously captured by the stock-
ings the young women had hung by the fireplace to dry. 

 
Christmas cards  

A form of Christmas card began in England first when young 
boys practiced their writing skills by creating Christmas greetings for 
their parents, but it is Sir Henry Cole who is credited with creating the 
first real Christmas card. The first director of London’s Victoria and Al-
bert Museum, Sir Henry found himself too busy in the Christmas season 
of 1843 to compose individual Christmas greetings for his friends. 

He commissioned artist John Calcott Horsley for the illustration. The 
card featured three panels, with the center panel depicting a family en-
joying Christmas festivities and the card was inscribed with the message 
"A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to You." 
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KNOWLEDGE KORNER  

Female Lovebirds often amuse their 
owners by shredding up the paper lining 
on their cage and placing the strips be-

tween their tail feathers. This is an  
instinctual behavior that would allow 
the bird to carry materials back to her 

nesting site for construction.  
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BACON CHEDDAR DIP 
1 pkg. Hidden Valley dip mix 
1 c. shredded cheddar cheese 
1 (16 oz.) ctn. Sour cream 
1/2 c bacon bits 
     Combine dip mix, cheese, cream & bacon bits and 
chill.  
Take out of refrigerator approx. 1/2 hour before serving 
with your favorite crackers.                  Patricia Martin  

APPLE-MALLOW YAM BAKE  
2 apples                2 (17oz) cans yams, drained 
1/3 c. chopped pecans      1/4 c. margarine 
1/2 c. brown sugar     2 c. miniature marshmallows 
1/2 tsp cinnamon 
     Toss apples and nuts with combined brown sugar and 
cinnamon.  Alternate layers of apples and yams in 1 1/2 
quart casserole.  Dot with margarine.  Cover.  Bake at 
350 degrees for 35 to 40 minutes.  Sprinkle marshmal-
lows over yams and apples.  Broil until lightly brown. 
                                                              Becki Frazier 

PUMPKIN DELIGHT CAKE  
5 eggs, beaten            1/2 tsp. ginger 
1 c. sugar                    1/2 tsp. nutmeg 
1 (14 oz.) can Eagle Brand milk   yellow cake mix 
1 (29 oz.) can pumpkin      2 cubes butter  
1 tsp. vanilla              1/2 tsp. salt 
1 tsp. cinnamon    1/2-3/4 c. chopped pecans 
Whipped cream (optional) 
     Beat eggs, sugar, Eagle Brand milk, pumpkin, vanilla, 
salt, cinnamon, ginger, and nutmeg together.  Pour into 
greased 9 x 13 glass dish.  Sprinkle approximately 2 1/2 
cups cake mix over top.  Sliver butter thinly and place on 
top.  Sprinkle with chopped pecans.  Bake at 300 degrees 
for  1-1 1/2 hours.  Serve with whipped cream.    Selected  

Recipes taken from our club cookbook  
“Our Yummy Book”  
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301 West Maple St. 
Davenport, Florida  

SAMANTHA DIERKER * JACKIE SUMMER-
LIN 

           863-421-0827 1-888-335-1287 

      

The Hotel Tea Room & Flower Corner  
is a Tea Room that offers: 

�x�� Lunch Monday thru Friday 11:30 am to 1:00 pm.           
Reservations Requested.  

�x�� Big Parties Reservations Required. 
�x�� Tuesday night Dinner 6:00 pm Reservations re-

quired. 
�x�� Intimate Wedding,  Bridal/Baby shower, specialty 

parties & Tea parties available upon request. 
�x�� We also have a Gift Shop that offers unique gifts 

for anyone Big or Small plus a Full Service Flo-
rist.  

�x�� Our Flower Shop can accommodate any of your 
flower needs. We deliver to all surrounding Com-
munities. Our Flower Shop hours are Monday thru 
Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm. 

 
 
 
 
                                                    04-2010 

 

       The Hotel 
Tea Room & Flower Corner 

Flowers * Gifts * Collectibles 
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