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The Imperial Bird Club
meets the third Thursday of
each month at the VFW Hall
of Auburndale, 241 Lake Ave.
East, Auburndale. Doors
open at 7:00 p.m. and the
meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.
The Board Meeting is held
the second Tuesday of the
month. The location of the
Board Meeting is Denny’s in
Haines City at the I-4 Exit
and starts at 7:00 p.m. All
club members are welcome to
attend and all board mem-
bers are required to attend
the Board Meetings. Contact
Ramona Smith, President for
more information.

Club Raffle Table

The Club raffle table is to-
tally member supported.
If you win a prize, at the
next meeting, bring a prize
of equal value for the ta-
ble. Of course, you can
always bring something
for the raffle table. Every-
body is happy if they win a
little something and as we
all contribute it will con-
tinue spreading happi-
nessamong our member-
ship.
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Club Objectives

1. Toensurethe preser-
vation and propaga-
tion of non-native
cagebirds in the
United States.

2. Tofurther the Science
of Aviculture.

3. Toexchangethe
knowledge, informa-
tion, and experi-
encesrelated to cage
birds.

4. To educatethe general
public on Avian mat-
ters.

The opinions expressed
in the Birdy Gazetteare
not necessarilythose of
the Imperial Bird Club
or the editorial staff.
The Imperial Bird Club
and its staff assumeno
responsibility for claims
of our advertisers or for
the quality of goodsor
servicesthe advertisers
provide. We regret if
mistakes are made, how-
ever IBC is responsible
only for corrections of
errors.
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Front cover: Eastern Rosella

Your Personal
Invitation to the gala

Socialeventof 2009

“Your 1.B.C. ChristmasParty!!”
Your club providesthe turkey, ham, cold drinks, plates
and tableware.
Youonly haveto bring a covereddishthat feeds8 to 10
peopleand you haveyour seats.
It's on Saturday,Dec5th, 2009
Openingat six at the Auburndale VFW.
Begineatingat 6:45to 7:00 p.m.
Lots of socializingwith your friends, greateats,a little
businessand

THE HUGE CHRISTMAS RAFFLE WE ARE
FAMOUS FOR!

SEE YOU THERE!
VFW Hall —241 Lake Ave. East
Auburndale, Fl.

GoldenWings

Macaws—Cockatoo’'s—Amazons—Hyacinth’s
RoseBreasted—-Golden Conures
Major Mitchell Cockatoo’s

_ 863-8586739
Fred & RamonaSmith fredsmith@wildblue.net
Www.goldenwingsproducts.com Lakeland, Florida
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MemberClub MemberClub

Club Affiliations
AFA Reps (2) Fred Smith & Debra
Bernard
FFA Reps(2) Jean Pattison & Debra
Bernard
FFA President Marty Dochstader

Bird Club Officers

President - Ramona Smith -863 -858 -6739
Vice President - Debra Bernard 863 -293-7541
Treasurer - Wanda Joyce -863 -676-0091
Secretary -Sherry Rigdon -407 -365-2986
Director -Richard Joyce -863 -676-0091
Director -Jess Poyser -863 -439 -3096

Director -Valerie Kane -863 -439-5199

Director -Elaine Gray -863 -439 -3096

AFA Regional Director -Florida, Puerto Rico,
Virgin Islands -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739

IBC Committees
Expo Chairman —Debra Bernard 863 -293-7541
Librarian -Gloria Boughton & Lois Wygonik
Historian -Rebecca Kline -863 -450 -6772
Legislation -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739
Publicity -Rich Long -863 -646 -7776
Food Chair -Valerie Kane -863-439 -5199
Hospitality -Jess Poyser & Elaine Gray
Parliamentarian  -Eric Kline -863 -450 -6772

The Imperial Bird Club will refuse to accept adver-
tising from anyone convicted of a bird related
crime . Page 25



IMPERIAL BIRD CLUB
14710BRAHMA RD.
POLK CITY, FL. 338686703
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
2009

Name: Date

Address:
City/State/Zip
Phone:( )
Cell #:
E-Mail Address:

Are you a breeder or pet owner?

Topicsfor programs that would be of interest to
you:

Was our club recommendedto you, and if so,by whom?

Applicants Signature

Checkcorrect box:
New Membership
RenewalMembership
Checkcorrect box:

Family (2 votes)$20.00
Single (1 vote) $15.00

Duesare for one(1) calendar year starting January 1, of
the year paid. Membership must be renewed
annually to retain club privileges.
Comelearn and havefun with us!
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Message from your
President

Well, another vyear is coming quickly to a close.
We have had some good times and some sad times
this year.

Good times were: some great speakers at our
meetings, time of fellowship, another successful
Expo, delicious BBQ just to name a few.

Sad time was the passing of former President
Richard Pearson.

Remember to mark your calendars to be at our
Annual Christmas Party which is SATURDAY DEC.
5th. -bring your raffle items for our “BIG” raffle
table -your filled covered dish to pass and come
have some fun. There will be a short business
meeting for elections and the rest of the time will
be fellowship and possibly the appearance of
Santa.

From the Smith House to You
& Yours

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR

RamonaSmith
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Eastern Rosella

The Eastern Rosellais 30cm (12in) long. It hasared headand white
cheeks.The beakis white and the irises are brown. The upper breast
is red and the lower breastis yellow fading to pale greenover the
abdomen.The feathersof the back and shouldersare black, and
haveyellowish or greenishmargins giving rise to a scallopedappear-
ancethat varies slightly betweenthe subspeciegnd the sexesThe
wings and lateral tail feathersare bluish while the tail is dark green.
The legsare grey. The femaleis similar to the malethough duller in
coloration and have an underwing stripe, which is not presentin the
adult male.Juvenilesare duller than femalesand have an underwing
stripe.

The breeding seasoris August to January, with onebrood. The nest-
ing siteis usually a hollow over 1 m (3 ft) deepin atree trunk any-
where up to 30 m (100ft) abovethe ground. A clutch of generally
five or six (although up to nine havebeenrecorded) round, white
and slightly shiny eggs,measuring26x 22 mm, is laid.

The Eastern Rosellais sometimeskept asa pet. Thesebirds are de-
sired for their beautifully colored plumage.They are intelligent crea-
tures, which canbetrained to whistle a wide repertoire of tunesand
may evenlearn to speaka few words or phrases.Rosellascan make
goodcompanionparrots; however,they require a great deal of atten-
tion and many toysto satisfy their needfor socialinteraction and
mental stimulation. Thesebirds do not alwaysadapt to life asa fam-
ily petand evenhand-raised birds may never becomefully domesti-
cated.Generally, this speciesdoesnot tolerate “petting” or
“cuddling” and is apt to bite in responseto this type of handling.
Many peoplebelievethat Rosellasare besthousedin large aviaries
that enablethemto fly freely with minimal human socialization.De-
spite thesedifficulties, many peopleenjoy the Eastern Rosellaasa
beautiful pet with a strong, feisty personality.

Page 6
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MEMBER ADS

FOR SALE: Gouldian Finches -(female) - $45.00 each -Call
May Rudd @ 863 -967-4003

WANTED: Brown -headed Poicephalis hen breeder. Call
Jean Pattison @ 863 -686 -4532.

Get your Hagen Prime vitamins from Golden Wings
Products -call — 863 -858 -6739

FOR SALE: Jenday Conure Pairs -$400.00 a pr.
Call Ross Pittman 850 -206 -2034

FOR SALE: various sizes of cages-for sizes and prices call
Elaine Gray @ 863 -439 -3096

FOR SALE: Various baby birds and also some breeder
bird pairs. Must sell due to health reasons. Contact
Steve lorio at 863 -425-2435.

FOR SALE: Blue & Gold Macaw babies, handfed, sweet—
various ages-Call Fred & Ramona Smith @ 863 -858 -6739.

Board Meeting Minutes Cont. from P.11

Val displayedartificial poinsettiago put onthetablefor doorprizes.
Theyare$2 moreexpensivehantherealones buttheywill lastlonger
andlook very nice. The boarddecidedto go with the artificial ones. Val
will getthem.

Elainevolunteeredo roasta turkeyandmakea panof dressingor
the Christmagarty. Wandavolunteeredo dothe otherturkeyanda
ham.

Richardstatedthathewill serveoutthelastyearof histerm. How-
ever,he cannotdo theraffle tableatthe expothis year. He will dowhat
hecandoto help.

Therebeingno furtherbusinessthe meetingwasadjournecat 8:00
PM

Donation Results
AFA $550.00
Avian Biotech $340.00
Texas A& M $470.00
Cape Parrot Project $400.00 Page 22

Holiday or Anytime Treats For Your Bird

FRUIT & NUT BAR

21g. eggs 1/4 c. applesauce
1/4 c. walnuts 1/4 c.raisins
1/2 c. choppedbroccoli
18 0z.box cornbread mix
1/3 c. cranberry juice
1/2 c. mixed vegetablesgdefrosted & choppedfine

Pre-heatovento 400degrees.In alarge bowl, stir to-
gether eggs,applesaucecranberry juice, mixed vegeta-
blesand broccoli. Add cornbread mix a little at atime.
Stir in raisins and walnuts. Pour batter into a well
greased8x8in pan. Bakefor 20 minutes. When cool, cut

into squares& storein the refrigerator.
Selected

PARROT TATER MELT
1/2 baked potato, sweet,white, or yam
3 Tbhsp. choppedraw broccoli
2 Tbsp. Shreddedmozzarellacheese
Scoopout potato & mix with broccoli & cheesen mi-
crowavedish. Cook on high until broccoli is bright green
& cheesamelted about 1 min. Placemixture backin

skin. Cool before serving, asis or cut in pieces.
Selected

TRAIL MIX FOR BIRDS
Mix equal amountsof the following:

dried berries mixed fruit
raisins Cheerios
Kix peanuts

Storein an air-tight plastic container.
Richard Pearson

Above recipes taken from our
Club Cookbook
“Our Yummy Book”

Page 7



Our Raffle Table
For November ‘09
Made a total of
$133.00

Remember to bring items for our “BIG”
Christmas Raffle table

FEATHERS —FEATHERS
Feathers, feathers who's got feathers?

Rebecca Kline has offered to temporarily
take over this club fund raiser. Please con-
tinue to bring your feathers to the club meet-
ings —give them to Rebecca -and she will put
them on Ebay. Thanks for all your
participation

In Memory of
Richard A. Pearson

Oct. 14,1943
July 18, 2009
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Remembethattheboiling potsandhot surfacesn thekitchencaninjure
or kill abird thatleapsor flies ontothem.Evenif theliquid in the potis
cold,abird cangettrappedanddrown.Keepyour petsout of the kitchen
duringthis hectictime whenyour attentionis on otherthings.It only
takesa secondor anaccidento happerandallifetime to live with the
guilt andsorrow.

PoinsettiasChristmascactus holly berriesandMistletoearedangerous
for thebirdsandotherpets.Someplantsaredeadly.

Pineandfir treesarenottoxic, but cedarcontaindrritants. The sharp
needlef thetreeseventheartificial ones,cancausenjuriesor prob-
lemsif ingested The treescanalsobe scarywhenfirst broughtinto the
house Go slowly andkeepit out of reachof the birds. Whendecorating,
remembethatartificial snowor flocking shouldbe keptawayfrom the
birds. Sprayon decoratiormaycontainFreonasa propellantandcanbe
very deadly.Many decorativdatemssuchastinsel,ornamentsgarlands
andwrappingpapercancauseblockagein theintestinaltractwhenin-
gestedAngel Hair maybe madeof fiberglassor spunglasswhichis ex-
tremelydangerousWatchcloselyfor anybrokenglassor metalorna-
mentsor lights andmakesureall smallpiecesaredisposedf. Electrical
cordsshouldremainhiddenandout of theway sothattheycannotbe
chewedon, tangledupin, or trippedover.Be surethatall tape,staples,
scissorstubberbandsglue, stringandany othersuppliesarepickedup
andputawayout of reachor sight.

Any newdecorationsanbe scaryandstressful Keepthatin mindasyou
aredecoratingandthroughouthe holidays.The increasedactivity, visi-
tors,noisesanddifferentroutinecanbevery confusingandstressful.
Visitors maynot be bird-savvyandunwittingly feedyour bird something
toxic, or subjectit to somethinglangerousYour petmightbe muchhap-
pierto bein adifferentroomwhereit canbe comfortableandrest,rather
thanbein themidstof a party.It would only takea quick deadlymisstep
in acrowd of peopleif yourbird suddenlyendedup onthefloor from a
scareor ajostle.

All theextraerrandsyisitorsandpreparationsvill haveyourdoors
working overtime.Remembethatthe chilly draftsfrom the opendoors
arenotgoodfor our birds. Plustheaddedchanceof afright flight from
thatscarytreeor big box or strangevisitors might sendyour bird right
outthedoor! Make surethatyour bird andthe cageor playstands away
from outsidedoorsor windows.

HolidaysarehecticandstressfulRemembeto slow downandenjoy
them.Watchfor potentialhazardsandif in doubt,skipit! It justis not
worthit in thelongrun. And mostlikely yourbird is notinterestedn
wearingthat SantaClaushat!! Page 21



HOLIDAYS CAN BE HAZARDOUS!
By LisaMcManus

With the holidaysarriving swiftly, it is time to takea look at hiddendan-
gersandthingswe mightnotevenconsidera possibleproblemfor our
flock.

Mostholidaysincludecandiesandsweetsgelebratingust seemso bring
outthatsweettooth. Whenyour bird seesyou, hisflock, eating,heis
promptedo eat.Of coursewhatyou arehavingmustbe the bestsoyour
bird wantssome also.However birdsarequickly affectedby sugarsfats
andthetoxicity of chocolatesBe sureto havebird-safetreatsreadyto
sharewith your birdsto distractthemfrom the humantreats.The brightly
coloredcandywrappingscanalsobe very enticingto the curiousbird.
Remembeto keepcandydishescoveredandawayfrom your birdsand
otherpets.You mightalsohavea speciaimugor glassof waterjust for
thebirdy friend to drink from.

Whenenjoyingafire in thefireplace ,remembethatthe flamescanbe
mesmerizinganddrawthe attentionof our pets.A solid partitionshould
coverthefront of thefireplacesothatlittle toescannotclimb orlandon
thefront andgetburned.Smokecanalsobe problematicandirritating to
thosesmallrespiratorysystemsMake surethatyour fireplaceis clean
andworking properlyandthatthe damperis open.The preformedogs
with prettycolorsin the flamescontainheavymetalsandcanpoisonour
birdsquickly. Do notburnwrappingpaperor pressurdreatedwvood. . .
ever! The safestwayto enjoya fire is to haveyourfeatheredpetsin an-
otherroomentirely.

Candlesandincensecanoffer thesamehazardsasafireplace.If you
wantto enjoycandlesmakesurethattheyarebird-safe.Eventhewicks
canhaveleadin them.Make surethateverypartof the candleis free of
metalsandoils thataretoxic or thatcanirritate a bird’s respiratorysys-
tem.Any productthathasstrongfumesandodorsshouldbe avoided.
Herbssuchascloves,cinnamonnutmegor mint, canbeboiledin a safe
placeandgive yourhomethatholidayatmosphereCigarettesmokeis
justashazardousbe sureto smokeoutsideawayfrom the birdsandoth-
ers.

Thistime of yearmighthaveyou spendinga lot of time in the kitchen.
Remembeto be very carefulif youuseTeflon appliancespverheating
releaseshetoxic fumeswhich canbedeadlyin justafew secondsRun
anexhausfanandlimit theuseof Teflon coatedproducts Self-cleaning
ovenscanalsobe deadly;be safeandcleanyour ovenby handwith alow
fumecleanerTry lining the bottomof the ovenwith tin foil which canbe
lifted outandtossedandwill keeptheovencleaner. Cont.onP.21
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IBC General Meeting Minutes 11/19/2009

Ramonecalledthe meetingto orderanddrewthe peanutwinner. The
peanutwason pagel2 andthewinnerwasBrianna.

Ramonantroducedthe visitorswho wereJim Aldrich, whois going
tojoin nextyear,andAlexanderMedina,theyoungesbf the Medina
children. Heis 21, hisfatheris 80.

Ammerman'showis the 29", the Sundayafter Thanksgiving.Mae
hasvolunteeredo mantheboothpartof thetime. Ramonaaskedf there
wereothervolunteers.ValerieandJoevolunteered.Sheaskedwho
couldbethereto setthetentup. Joestatedthathe cannotbecausave
live too far away. Mae saidthatshewould do it andthatshewould be
thereat 8 or 8:30.

The Christmagartywill bethefirst Saturdayin Decemberthe5".
Doorswill openat 6 o'clockandwe will startservingat6:30. Eachper-
sonshouldbring a covereddishor a desserthatwill serve8to 10 peo-
ple. Theturkeyandhamwill be furnishedby theclub. Elainewill do
oneturkey,Wandawill do oneturkeyandaham. Drinks will befur-
nished. Plateswill behere.

Therewill notbea separateneetingin December.The nextregular
club meetingwill bein January.

Ramonacountedthe membergpresenfor voting onthe donations.
Therewere24 membergresentsoeachmembemwill have8 votes.
Chipsweredistributedandeachmembermsedhis/herchipsto castvotes.

Ramonaaskedf everyoneeceivedheir newsletter.Ramonastated
thatshecreateda Facebookpagefor theclub. Sheaskedhatpeople
becomeafan andshewill keepthesiteupdatedwvith announcements
aboutclub activities.

Val madea motionto accepthe secretary'seportasprintedin the
newsletter.Jessesecondedt. Membershipsotedandthe minuteswere
acceptedaswritten.

Wandagavethetreasurer'seport.

Therewasa suggestiorat the boardmeetingthatthe cargofund be
supplementedncea quarterby depositingwhatevetis earnecdon the
raffle tablethatnightinto the cargotrailer fund. Thisis onpaperonly.
Theboard'sconsensusvasyea. Sheaskedfor commentgrom tr]:g a%%rs
eralmembership.

Cont.onP.10



General Meeting Minutes  (Cont. from P.9)

JeanniePattisonsuggestethking 10 to 20% of everyraffle insteadof
picking a choosing.Mae askedif it wasabsolutelynecessaryo havea
cargotrailerfund. Ramonasaidthatit wasstarteda while agoandit
would be hardto dropit. JeannidPattisonrmadea motionthatwe drop
the cargofund andtakerepairdollarsout of the generaffund whenneces-
sary. Carolsecondedhe motion. The membershivotedandthe motion
passed.

Val thankedthe Marty and Carolfor their contributiongto dinner.
Ramonahankedval for takingcareof thedinner.

Richardremindedeveryonenotto forgetthe Christmagarty. We
expecta big turnout. We mayhaveSantaClaus,sodefinitely bring the
kids.

JeanniePattisonsaidthatyou needto bevery carefulif you adopt
animals. Thereis a clausethatyou signon the adoptionpaperghatgive
themtheright to comeinto your houseandtakethe animalback. There
is awomanin Hernandacountywhosebirdswereconfiscatecandauc-
tioned. If hearingscomeup andpeopleareneededn courtfor support,
shewill askthatyoucometo providesupport. Contactleannidor addi-
tionalinformation.

Ramonaaskedfor a spokespersofor thenominatingcommittee.
Richardgavethe nominatingcommitteereport. Nomineesareasfol-
lows:

President- RamonaSmith

Vice President- DebbieBarnard

Secretary- Valerie Kane

Treasurer FredSmith

Boardof Directors— ElaineGrayandJoeRigdon

Nominationswill betabledtonightandopenedagainatthe Christmas
partyfor eachoffice andvotefor eachoffice. Thatwayif someon&an
for presidenbutdid notwin the position,thatpersoncanthenbe nomi-
natedfor anotheroffice. Jessenadea motionto tablenominationsuntil
the Christmagarty. Debsecondedt. Nominationsveretableduntil
December.

Ramonaaskedeachmembetrto votein the kitchenwith their chips.
We will gettheresultsof thevoteafterashortbreakandthenpresenthe

speaker.
Therebeingno furtherbusinessthe businesgortion of the meeting
wasadjournecdat 8:15PM. Page 10

Christmas Traditions in the United States
Christmas Tree

In 16th-centuryGermanyfir treesweredecoratedbothindoors
andout, with applesfrosesgilded candiesandcoloredpaper.n the
Middle Ages,a popularreligiousplay depictedthe storyof Adamand
Eve’sexpulsionfrom the Gardenof Eden. The ChristmasTreewas
broughtto Englandby QueenVictoria's husbandPrinceAlbert from his
nativeGermany.The famouslllustratedNewsetchingin 1848,featuring
the RoyalFamily of Victoria, Albert andtheir childrengatheredarounda
Christmadreein WindsorCastle popularizedhetreethroughou¥icto-
rian England It wasbroughtto Americaby the Pennsylvani&germans.

Poinsettias

A nativeMexicanplant, poinsettiasverenamedafter JoelR.
PoinsettU.S.ambassaddo Mexico who broughtthe plantto America
in 1828.Poinsettiasverelikely usedby MexicanFranciscan# their
17thcenturyChristmascelebrationsOnelegendhasit thata young
Mexicanboy, on his wayto visit thevillage Nativity sceneyealizedhe
hadno gift for the Christchild. He gatheredgrettygreenbranchegrom
alongtheroadandbroughtthemto the church.Thoughthe otherchildren
mockedhim, whentheleaveswerelaid atthe mangera beautifulstar
shapedlower appearean eachbranch.Thebrightred petals,often mis-
takenfor flowers,areactuallythe upperleavesof the plant.

Mistletoe

Mistletoewasusedby Druid priests200yearsheforethe birth
of Christin their winter celebrationsTheyreveredthe plantsinceit had
norootsyetremainedyreenduringthe cold monthsof winter. Thean-
cientCelticsbelievedmistletoeto havemagicalhealingpowersandused
it asanantidotefor poison,infertility, andto wardof evil spirits. The
plantwasalsoseenasa symbolof peaceandit is saidthatamongRo-
mans.enemiesvho metundermistletoewould lay downtheir weapons
andembrace.Scandanaviangssociatethe plantwith Frigga,theirgod-
dessof love,andit maybefrom this thatwe derivethe customof kissing
underthe mistletoe. Thosewho kissedunderthe mistletoehadthe prom-
ise of happinesa&ndgoodluck in thefollowing year. Page 19
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A Christmas Recipe

Takea bit of cheerfulness,
A pinch of laughter, too,
Nexttakea cup of thoughtfulness
And stir themthrough and through.

Addto this tranquility,
A verseof "Silent Night,"
That everquietwemaybe
WhenGodsendsHis holy light.

Gentlyfold in sometenderness,
A handclaspor smilewill do.
Perhapsit could bea fond caress,
Or arosewith a drop of dew.

Setasidea momentwhile you go
For spicesherbs,a scentof pine...
For musicandfun, a candle'sglow,

Now mix and stir and fold again,
Then addsomemistletoe,

A bit of faith, andlove,andthen

Into the ovenyour cakemustgo.

Wherewarmth and affection will combine
To makethis cakecometrue.
Garnishwith happinesstruth sofine,
Enoughfor you,andyou!

Cut a piece,but savesometoo
For everydayof the year.
Servewith a prayerfor peaceon earth,
And a heavenlykingdomnear.

~ EvyReis~
Page 18

IBC Bird Club Board Meeting Minutes 11/10/2009

In attendancelRamonaSmith, FredSmith,RichardJoyce Wandaloyce
JoeRigdon,SherryRigdon,Valerie Kane,Jessd?oyserandElaineGray.

Ramoneacalledthe meetingto orderatthe Denny’sin HainesCity at
6:50PM. Sheannouncedhat,accordingto their newsletterThe Greater
BrandonAvian Societyis goingto havea voteto dissolvetheir club be-
causeno onehascomeforwardto runfor any of the officer positionson
theboard. Thefundsfrom theclubwill bedispersedo anaviancharity.

Sheaskedf we shouldhaveaboardmeetingin December.The con-
sensuss thatwe will nothaveoneuntil January.The Christmagpartyis
DecembeB™.

We have$2000to donatethis year. We will need200chipsif each
areworth$10. Thechipswill be dividedevenlybetweeractivevoting
memberavhoseduesareup-to-datewho arein attendance Theywill
votewith their chips. Fredsuggestethatmemberdegivena 'voting
sticker'whentheysignin andonly thosewith voting stickerscanvote.
JessandElainewill give outthe stickers.

Our Christmagartywill beheldon 12/5atthe VFW in Auburndale.
Doorsopenat 6. Starteatingat 6:45-7:00. Therewill only beavery
brief businessneetingto votefor the club'snewofficers. Therewill not
be a meetingonthethird Thursdayof December.Thenextgeneraklub
meetingwill bethethird Thursdayin January.

Nominationdor officersarebeingtakenby the nominatingcommit-
tee. The committeeadvisedthatwe shouldtakenominationdor andvote
for oneoffice atatime asperRobert'sRulesof Order. Then,thelosing
candidatdrom eachoffice canbe consideredor the nextpositiondown
theline (PresidentVice PresidentSecretaryTreasurerBoard). The
boardagreedhatthis wasanacceptablenethodof holdingelections.

This monthtentativelyJeanniePattisonis goingto be our speaker.

Wandagavethetreasurer'seport. Wandarecommendethatone
monthout of eachquarterwe couldtakethe moneyout of theraffle and
putit in thecargofundto payfor trailer expensesuchastires,etc. The
boardfelt it wasa goodidea.

Ramonastatedthatwe areat the point wherewe needt-shirts. Fred
saidthatwe needto havethe newlogodigitized. Ramonawill get
quotes. Page 11
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The Candy cane

It was not long after Europeans began using
Christmas trees that special decorations were used to
adorn them. Food items, such as candies and cookies,
were used predominately and straight white candy sticks
were one of the confections used as ornamentation.  Leg-
end has it that during the 17th century, craftsmen created
the white sticks of candy in the shape of shepherds’
crooks at the suggestion of the choirmaster at the Co-
logne Cathedral in Germany.

The candy treats were given to children to keep them
quiet during ceremonies at the living creche, or Nativity
scene, and the custom of passing out the candy crooks at
such ceremonies soon spread throughout Europe.

According to the National Confectioner's Association,
in 1847 German immigrant August Imgard used the
candy cane to decorate a Christmas tree in Wooster,
Ohio. More than 50 years later, Bob McCormack of Al-
bany, Georgia supposedly made candy canes as treats for
family, friends and local shopkeepers. McCormack’s
brother -in-law, Catholic priest Gregory Keller, invented a
machine in the 1950s that automated the production of
candy canes, thus eliminating the usual laborious proc-
ess of creating the treats and the popularity of the candy
cane grew.

More recent explanations of the candy cane’s symbol-
ism hold that the color white represents Christ's purity,
the red the blood he shed, and the presence of three red
stripes the Holy Trinity. While factual evidence for these
notions does not exist, they have become increasingly
common and at times are even represented as fact. Re-
gardless, the candy cane remains a favorite holiday treat
and decoration

Sourceof U.S. ChristmasTraditions:
All ThingsChristmas

Page 12

Christmas Stockings (Cont from P.19)

Accordingto legend,a kindly noblemargrewdespondent
overthedeathof his belovedwife andfoolishly squanderethis fortune.
This left histhreeyoungdaughtersvithout dowriesandthusfacinga life
of spinsterhoodT he generousst. Nicholas,hearingof the girls’ plight,
setforth to help. Wishingto remainanonymousherodehis white horse
by the nobleman’shouseandthrewthreesmallpouche®f gold coins
downthe chimneywheretheywerefortuitouslycapturedoy the stock-
ingstheyoungwomenhadhungby thefireplaceto dry.

Christmas cards

A form of Christmascardbegann Englandfirst whenyoung
boyspracticedtheir writing skills by creatingChristmagyreetingsor
their parentsputit is Sir Henry Colewhoiis creditedwith creatingthe
first real Christmascard. Thefirst directorof London’sVictoria andAl-
bertMuseum Sir Henryfoundhimselftoo busyin the Christmasseason
of 1843to composeéndividual Christmaggreetinggor his friends.

He commissionedrtistJohnCalcottHorsleyfor theillustration. The
cardfeaturedthreepanelswith the centerpaneldepictinga family en-
joying Christmadestivitiesandthe cardwasinscribedwith the message
"A Merry Christmasanda HappyNew Yearto You."

FIND POLLY’S PEANUT Happy Birthday
To Everyone
Polly Parrot haslost her peanut. With a Birthday

Onelike the onepictured ( but
could be much smaller) is hidden
somewherein our newsletter.

If youfind it, on a pieceof
paper put your nameand “I
found the peanutonpage "
and bring to club meeting.

We will draw from those
namesfor a small prize.

In December
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KNOWLEDGE KORNER

FemaleLovebirdsoftenamusetheir
ownersby shreddingup the paperlining
ontheir cageandplacingthe stripsbe-
tweentheir tail feathersThisis an
instinctualbehaviorthatwould allow
thebird to carry materialsbackto her
nestingsite for construction.
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BACON CHEDDAR DIP

1 pkg. Hidden Valley dip mix
1 c. shreddedcheddar cheese
1 (16 oz.)ctn. Sour cream
1/2 ¢ baconbits

Combine dip mix, cheesecream & baconbits and
chill.
Take out of refrigerator approx. 1/2 hour before serving
with your favorite crackers. Patricia Martin

APPLE-MALLOW YAM BAKE

2 apples 2 (170z)cansyams,drained
1/3c.choppedpecans 1/4c. margarine
1/2 c.brown sugar 2 c. miniature marshmallows
1/2 tsp cinnamon

Tossapplesand nuts with combinedbrown sugarand
cinnamon. Alternate layers of applesand yamsin 1 1/2
guart casserole.Dot with margarine. Cover. Bake at
350degreedfor 35to 40 minutes. Sprinkle marshmal-

lows over yamsand apples. Broil until lightly brown.
Becki Frazier

PUMPKIN DELIGHT CAKE
5 eggsbeaten 1/2tsp. ginger
1 c. sugar 1/2 tsp. nutmeg
1 (14 0z.)canEagleBrand milk yellow cake mix
1(290z.)canpumpkin 2 cubesbutter
1 tsp. vanilla 1/2tsp. salt
1tsp.cinnamon 1/2-3/4 c. choppedpecans
Whipped cream (optional)

Beateggs,sugar, Eagle Brand milk, pumpkin, vanilla,
salt, cinnamon, ginger, and nutmegtogether. Pour into
greased9 x 13 glassdish. Sprinkle approximately 2 1/2
cupscakemix overtop. Sliver butter thinly and placeon
top. Sprinkle with choppedpecans. Bake at 300degrees
for 1-1 1/2hours. Servewith whipped cream. Selected

Recipes taken from our club cookbook  Page 13
“Our Yummy Book”
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The Hotel
TedRooms. Flowetorner

Flowers* Gifts * Collectibles

301WestMaple St.
DavenportFlorida
SAMANTHA DIERKER* JACKIE SUMMER-
LIN
863421-08271-8883351287

TheHotel TeaRoom& Flower Corner
is aTeaRoomthatoffers:

x LunchMondaythruFriday11:30amto 1:00pm.
Reservationf®equested.

x Big PartiesReservationfRequired.

x Tuesdaynight Dinner6:00pm Reservationse-
quired.

x IntimateWedding, Bridal/Babyshower specialty
parties& Teapartiesavailableuponrequest.

x Wealsohavea Gift Shopthatoffersuniquegifts
for anyoneBig or SmallplusaFull ServiceFlo-
rist.

x Our Flower Shopcanaccommodatany of your
flower needsWedeliverto all surroundingCom-
munities.Our Flower ShophoursareMondaythru
Saturday9:00amto 5:00pm.
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