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     The Imperial Bird Club 
meets the third Thursday of 
each month at the VFW Hall 
of Auburndale, 241 Lake Ave. 
East, Auburndale.  Doors 
open at 7:00 p.m. and the 
meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.  
The Board Meeting is held 
the second Tuesday of the 
month.  The location of the 
Board Meeting is Denny’s in 
Haines City at the I -4 Exit 
and starts at 7:00 p.m.  All 
club members are welcome to  
attend and all board mem-
bers are required to attend 
the Board Meetings.  Contact 
Ramona Smith, President for 
more information.  

Club Objectives 
1. To ensure the preser-

vation and propaga-
tion of non-native 
cage birds in the 
United States. 

2. To further the Science 
of Aviculture.  

3. To exchange the 
knowledge, informa-
tion, and          experi-
ences related to cage 
birds.  

4. To educate the general 
public on Avian mat-
ters. 

Club Raffle Table 
The Club raffle table is to-
tally member supported.  
If you win a prize, at the 
next meeting, bring a prize 
of equal value for the ta-
ble.  Of course, you can 
always bring something 
for the raffle table.  Every-
body is happy if they win a 
little something and as we 
all contribute it will con-
tinue   spreading  happi-
ness among our  member-
ship. 

The opinions expressed 
in the Birdy Gazette are 
not necessarily those of 
the Imperial Bird Club 
or the editorial staff.  
The Imperial Bird Club 
and its staff assume no 
responsibility for claims 
of our advertisers or for 
the quality of goods or 
services the advertisers 
provide.  We regret if 
mistakes are made, how-
ever IBC is responsible 
only for corrections of 
errors. 
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To contact the Editor:  
ramonaksmith@wildblue.net  

     The Editor learned while spreading the word about 
Richard Pearson that  club member, Sandy Fisher -wife of 
Thomas Fisher passed away last November from cancer.  
Sandy loved to help with the Christmas parties and Tom 
was a former board member.  We offer our condolences  
to Tom and family.  We are sorry we didn’t know before 
now.  
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Golden Wings 

Macaws—Cockatoo’s—Amazons—Hyacinth’s 
Rose Breasted—-Golden Conures 

Major Mitchell Cockatoo’s 

Fred & Ramona Smith 
Www.goldenwingsproducts.com 

 

863-858-6739 
fredsmith@wildblue.net 

Lakeland, Florida  

Front cover: In Memory of Richard Pearson 

 
Meeting date is August 20, 2009 

 
 

Our speaker for the month  
Will be:  

 
Fred Smith  

 
Reporting on  

American Federation of Aviculture  
Convention  

 
 

SEE YOU THERE!  
VFW Hall —241 Lake Ave. East  

Auburndale, Fl.  
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Bird Club Officers  
 
President  - Ramona Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Vice President - Debra Bernard 863 -293 -7541 
Treasurer - Wanda Joyce -863 -676 -0091  
Secretary -Sherry Rigdon -407 -365 -2986  
Director -Richard Joyce -863 -676 -0091  
Director -Jess Poyser -863 -439 -3096  
Director -Valerie Kane -863 -439 -5199  
Director -Elaine Gray -863 -439 -3096  
AFA Regional Director -Florida, Puerto Rico,  
Virgin Islands -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
 

IBC Committees  
Expo  Chairman —Debra Bernard 863 -293 -7541 
Librarian -Gloria Boughton & Lois Wygonik  
Historian -Rebecca Kline -863 -450 -6772  
Legislation -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Publicity -Rich Long -863 -646 -7776 
Food Chair -Valerie Kane -863 -439 -5199  
Hospitality -Jess Poyser & Elaine Gray  
Parliamentarian -Eric Kline -863 -450 -6772  

Club Affiliations  
AFA Reps (2) Fred Smith & Debra  
                                                           Bernard  
FFA Reps(2) Richard Pearson & Debra 
                                                            Bernard  
FFA President  Marty Dochstader  

The Imperial Bird Club will refuse to accept adver-
tising from anyone convicted of a bird related 

crime . 

Member Club Member Club 
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  IMPERIAL BIRD CLUB 
14710 BRAHMA RD. 

POLK CITY, FL. 33868-6703 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

2009 
                      

                                                    
                                                    
Name:___________________________Date________ 
Address:_________________________ 
City/State/Zip____________________ 
Phone:(     )_______________________ 
Cell #:___________________________ 
E-Mail Address:___________________ 
Are you a breeder or pet owner?
__________________________ 
Topics for programs that would be of interest to 
you:______________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
Was our club recommended to you, and if so, by whom?
________________ 
 
Applicants Signature___________________________ 
 
Check correct box: 
New Membership_____________ 
Renewal Membership____________ 
Check correct box: 
Family (2 votes) $20.00______________ 
Single (1 vote) $15.00_______________ 

 
Dues are for one (1) calendar year starting January 1, of 

the year paid.  Membership must be renewed  
annually to retain club privileges. 
Come learn and have fun with us! 
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Message from your 
President   

 
     The Florida region avicultural  society  has   
suffered two loses in the past month.  
 
     Past President of Imperial Bird Club Richard 
Pearson passed away on July 18th, 2009 after  
being diagnosed with cancer just a month earlier.  A 
memorial service was held for him on July 22nd.  
Go to our website to view a memorial page for Rich-
ard.  
 
     Also leaving us was Robert (Bob) Cooper from 
Floral City.  Bob suffered a massive heart attack af-
ter undergoing hip replacement surgery.  Bob and 
his wife Bunnie were active bird breeders and also 
made bird toys.  They always had a booth at our Ex-
pos.  He was a member of the Hernando Bird Club.  
 
     Both men loved birds and were willing to share 
that love with others.  We need to continue to carry 
the banner and share this love with the next genera-
tion.  
 
     We will be having a report on the American Fed-
eration of Aviculture (AFA) convention at this 
month’s meeting.  Make plans to come and see what 
happened.  
 
     See you Thursday August 20th.  

                   Ramona Smith 
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Richard Pearson speaking at a monthly club meeting.  

Richard Pearson announcing raffle winners at  an 
Imperial Bird Club Expo  

He wore the hat so people could find him in the 
crowd.  
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Cont. from P. 12 
 
By July 21, the officials at the Northwest Bird Res-
cue service informed the Hornockers that if Sebas-
tian did not come down for food and water, he 
would most likely perish in the tree.  
 
To save Sebastian, Bill Hornocker called Coast 
Crane Company, which donated a cherry picker to 
save the bird.  
 
With the street loaded with onlookers and a lemon-
ade stand set up for the crowd, the cherry picker 
stretched slowly up towards the bird. When every 
hose the Hornockers owned was strung together to 
reach from the spigot to the tree, the spray just 
managed to dampen the bird.  
 
However, while he was now wet and immobilized 
from flying, Sebastian was still stuck in the tree.  
 
In a heroic effort, neighbor Brandon Parr, climbed 
50 feet up the tree to grab the bird, but with each 
reach the bird squawked and moved further out a 
branch.  
 
Finally, Parr began to bounce Sebastian’s branch. 
Gripping for his life, Sebastian spun around and 
around the branch and finally dropped to the 
branch below. Parr continued the bouncing tech-
nique, and after three hours, Sebastian was safely at 
the bottom of the tree.  
 
“Wet, hungry and scared, Sebastian was thrilled to 
be in the arms of someone friendly,” said Sheila. 
“The neighbors gave a big cheer to the rescuers.”  
 
The Hornockers — and possibly Sebastian — were 
grateful for the support from their Westridge 
neighbors, the LOFD, Northwest Bird Rescue, 911 
Parrot Alert, Coast Crane Company, and the 
neighborhood bird -whisperer, Brandon Parr.  
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Use a HEPA vacuum cleaner, which has an ultrafine filter that 
traps tiny dust particles or a vacuum cleaner with special water 
filters. The cleanest system is a central vacuum with an outdoor 
exhaust.  
Although carpet removal is the single most effective means of 
improving indoor air quality, parrot owners who are concerned 
about reducing the exposure to toxic substances of their family 
and birds can make many other less expensive changes. Modest 
alterations in one's daily choices and routines can significantly 
reduce indoor pollution. Armed with a better understanding of 
the toxic substances found in common products and structures, 
we can provide an indoor safe haven for our parrots as well as 
our families.  
http://www.landofvos.com/eclectus.html  
 

�x�� If the carpet can be tacked down rather than glued, the prob-
lem of toxins from adhesives is avoided.  
�x�� After it is installed, keep windows open and fans running for 
two or three days.  
�x�� Make sure that the installer uses safe adhesives to seal the 
seams.  
�x�� Vacuum carpet frequently and deep clean annually.  

MEMBER ADS  
 
FOR SALE: 2 cages 20 x 26 x 34 and 22 x 22 x 33 –  asking 
$30. 00 each –  Call May Rudd @ 863 -967 -4003  
 
WANTED:  Brown -headed Poicephalis hen breeder.  Call 
Jean Pattison @ 863 -686 -4532.  
 
Get your Hagen Prime vitamins from Golden Wings 
Products -call –  863 -858 -6739  
 
FOR SALE: Jenday Conure Pairs -$400.00 a pr.  
Call Ross Pittman 850 -206 -2034  
 
FOR SALE: various sizes of cages -for sizes and prices call 
Elaine Gray @ 863 -439 -3096  
 
FOR SALE: Various baby birds and also some breeder 
bird pairs.   Must sell due to health reasons.  Contact 
Steve Iorio at 863 -425 -2435.  
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Richard Pearson & Lois Wygonik representing 
Imperial Bird Club as delegates to the  

American Federation of Aviculture convention.  

Richard Pearson at Lowery Park Zoo doing what he 
loved best -sharing his love of birds.  



Page 8 

 
 

Our Raffle Table  
For July ‘09  

Made a total of  
$94.00  

 
Remember to bring items for  

August table  

FEATHERS —FEATHERS  
     
     Feathers, feathers who’s got feathers?   
 

Rebecca Kline has offered to temporarily  
take over this club fund raiser.  Please con-

tinue to bring  your feathers to the club meet-
ings —give them to Rebecca -and she will put 

them on Ebay.    Thanks for all your              
participation  

                  
 
 
 
 

In Memory  of  
 

Richard A. Pearson  
 

Oct. 14,1943  
July 18, 2009 
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The problem was believed to be a chemical called 4-phenyl -
cyclohexene that was given off by the new carpeting. Nearly a 
hundred other chemicals were found in the air, some of which 
could also be at fault. People can tolerate much higher levels of 
exposure to toxins than parrots can, so exposure to new carpet 
is a serious concern of parrot owners.  

CARPET --WORST INDOOR POLLUTION 
SOURCE  
If truckloads of dust with the same concentration of toxic 
chemicals found in most carpets were deposited outside, these 
locations would be considered hazardous waste dumps. Carpets 
act as deep reservoirs for toxic compounds, dangerous bacteria, 
and allergens even if the rugs are vacuumed regularly in the 
normal manner. Plush and shag carpets are more of a problem 
than short pile carpet. The tens of millions of mold spores, dust 
mites, and other microorganisms that thrive in carpet can only 
be combated by keeping the carpet dry and clean.  
Whenever possible, homeowners who keep parrots indoors 
should install ceramic tile, wood, or any flooring other than 
carpet. Cotton area rugs that can be cleaned in a washing ma-
chine are a good alternative. According to a paper in Applied 
Microbiology, millions of toxic microorganisms can be found in 
one square foot of carpet. Carpets outgas many volatile organic 
chemicals, such as 4-PC, a byproduct of latex used in the back-
ing of many new carpets and that causes the "new carpet" odor. 
Other VOCs in carpeting are acetone, tuluene, xylene, formal-
dehyde and benzenes. Carpet dyes, coatings for fire, stain, and 
mildew resistance, fungicides, and pesticides in carpet also con-
tain VOCs. Carpets accumulate other chemical contaminants, 
dust and dust mites, bacteria and fungi, as well as absorbing up 
to twenty percent of their weight in moisture. Pesticides that 
break down within days outdoors may last for years in carpets, 
where they are protected from the degradation caused by 
sunlight and bacteria. Here are a few suggestions to implement 
if it is necessary to use carpeting in your home.  

�x�� If you must install new carpet in your home, remove all par-
rots and other pets to an area that does not share the same air 
system, preferably to a different location altogether, during the 
installation.  
�x�� Ask the installer to air out new carpet before installation, or 
it can be rolled out (perhaps in a warehouse) and allowed to 
outgas before being brought indoors. Ideally, we need to wait 
until the new carpet smell can no longer be detected, but that 
may be impractical as it can take as long as several months, de-
pending on the chemicals in the carpet. Even a few days of air-
ing out helps.     (Cont on P. 20)  
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�x�� Regularly clean and tune all fuel -burning appliances and 
fireplaces.  
�x�� Wash bedding materials frequently in hot water to reduce 
dust mites.  
�x�� Remove the plastic bags from fresh dry cleaning and air the 
clothing out before hanging in your closet. This will limit expo-
sure to perchloroethylene, the solvent used in dry cleaning. 
Hand wash if possible. Buy clothes that don't require dry clean-
ing, such as washable rayon or silk.  
�x�� Consider installing a house energy recovery ventilator sys-
tem. They provide moisture control, improve indoor air quality 
and aid in energy recovery.  
�x�� Build or buy a detached storage shed for hazardous items 
such as pesticides, paints, sealants, etc. rather than storing 
them in a garage attached to the house. Otherwise, store them 
in a sealed metal container.  
�x�� If the garage is attached to the house, never start a car with 
the garage door closed or let the car idle inside the garage.  
�x�� Lead can be found in paint and in the water supply. Ninety 
percent of houses built before 1940 contain lead paint. It was 
not banned completely until 1978, so it is only safe to assume 
that the newest homes are lead -free. Owners of older homes 
can purchase test kits for lead detection.  
�x�� To avoid the problem of mold growing in the damp soil of 
houseplants, choose cactus and other succulent plants that re-
quire less water.  

�x�� High quality room air cleaners clean only the room where 
they are used, but can make a positive difference in the air qual-
ity of a bird room. Considering that we spend one third of our 
lives sleeping, a good room air cleaner for the bedroom is use-
ful for people too.  
Some of the things that do not clean the air to any appreciable 
degree are ozone generators, negative -ion generators and 
house plants. These are simplistic approaches that can create as 
many problems as they solve.  
 
EPA HEADQUARTERS PROBLEM  
In October, 1987, the offices of the Environmental Protection 
Agency headquarters in Washington, DC were remodeled. Im-
mediately, complaints of eye and nasal irritations, nausea, 
headaches and skin rashes began. Eventually they had to re-
move 27,000 square yards of carpeting. Some of those employ-
ees are now so chemically hypersensitive that they cannot re-
turn to work. Many of the workers were Ph.D. scientists who 
originally were skeptical that people could become hypersensi-
tive to chemicals.  
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General Meeting Minutes -7/16/2009  
 
Ramona called the meeting to order and drew the peanut 
winner.  The peanut was on page 21.  The winner was 
Sherry Rigdon.  
 
There were no visitors at the meeting this month.  
 
Ramona welcomed Eric back.  We are glad his health has 
improved.  Eric thanked club members for their get well 
wishes.  Ramona also asked everyone to keep Steve Iorio 
in their thoughts as he has suffered a stroke.  She encour-
aged members to give him a call as he can use some en-
couragement.  His number is in the membership roster 
distributed last month.  Ramona has extras if anyone did 
not receive theirs.  
 
We have an update on Richard Pearson.  He is home 
now.  Ramona and Fred stopped by the house to see him 
before the meeting.  He can have visitors, and enjoys hav-
ing them, but please call first so that Linda can tell you if 
he is up to it.  He has days that are better than others.  
Richard's daughter, Rebecca, is going to live with her 
mother in Tennessee.  The club provided feed for Rich-
ard's birds out of the disaster relief this past month.  
 
Marty and Bill are back from vacation early due to the 
death of her sister.  
 
Ramona advised that the date of our next expo is set for 
April 25, 2010, however, we now have an issue.  We 
moved from November because we were right between 
the Orlando and Ammerman's shows.  Now Orlando has 
rescheduled their show from February to the week be-
fore our new date in April.  Ramona has sent the infor-
mation for our show to EBSOA for posting on their web-
site.  Please mark your calendars so that you don't plan 
anything else for that weekend.  
 
Our vice president, Debra, was not present at the meet-
ing.  She is having to take care of her mother and help 
with her new great granddaughter.  
 
(Cont. on P. 8)  
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General Meeting Minutes Cont.  
 
Richard Joyce moved that the secretary's report for last 
month be accepted as written in the newsletter.  Fred 
Smith seconded and the motion passed.  Wanda Joyce  
gave the treasurer's report.  
 
Valerie thanked Marty, Gloria and the Kline’s for their 
contribution to dinner.  
 
Rebecca Kline said that she agreed with the idea of      
substituting something else for the grand raffle prize in-
stead of the little birds.  It was suggested that we might 
purchase a netbook (small laptop) for the prize and we 
might sell more tickets.  Eric Kline asked if we wanted to 
ask the membership if we should allocate money for the 
purchase or wait until closer to the show.  Joe Rigdon 
stated that we might want to wait until closer to the holi-
days so we can take advantage of the sales.  If someone 
sees a good bargain, they should let a board member 
know.  
 
Eric Kline stated that we tabled a motion prior to the last 
Expo about funding our AFA representatives to the con-
vention.  Being as it is going to occur in August, he would 
like to bring the issue back to the floor for further discus-
sion and a vote to resolve it.  Ramona asked for discus-
sion.  Fred asked about the motion and Eric stated that it 
was for the travel expense and registration fee.  Eric 
guestimated that the cost for airfare, hotel, registration 
and per diem would be about $1250 to $1290 per person.  
Ramona asked for a vote and the membership opposed it.  
Valerie Kane made a new motion that the club provide 
each delegate an amount of $500 which would include 
registration ($200) for the AFA convention.  Sheri 
Wright seconded the motion.  Lois Wygonik stated that 
she felt it was a lot of money.  Wanda Joyce indicated that 
the education that the delegates can gain and bring back 
to us is well worth the $500.  Joe Rigdon asked if we were 
going to try to send someone else in Debra's place, since 
she is not going to attend.  Ramona explained that we 
could not because the delegates were named when we 
renewed our membership. There was no further discus-
sion, so Ramona asked for a vote.  The motion passed.  
 
There being no further business, the business portion of 
the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM.  
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�x�� Carbon monoxide is an odorless, colorless, tasteless gas 
produced by furnaces and other heaters. Birds in poorly venti-
lated, heated areas are at high risk of carbon monoxide poison-
ing. It robs the blood of oxygen and can be particularly harmful 
to animals and humans with heart ailments when inhaled at 
levels often found indoors.  
�x�� Combustion by -products are released whenever something 
burns. Indoors, this usually includes wood, natural gas, pro-
pane, oil, coal, and kerosene. When the smoke and fumes do 
not go up the chimney or flue as like they should, the hazardous 
by -products add to indoor pollution.  
�x�� Tetrachloroethylene (also known as perchloroethylene or 
"perc" ), which has been shown to cause cancer in laboratory 
animals is brought into homes on freshly dry -cleaned clothing.  
Paradichlorobenzene found in moth -repellent cakes or crystals, 
toilet disinfectants, and deodorizers is another chemical that 
causes cancer in animals. Studies have consistently indicated 
that almost all exposure to paradichlorobenzene comes from 
sources inside homes, not from industrial emissions or hazard-
ous waste sites.  
 
IMPROVING INDOOR AIR QUALITY  
By making our homes and aviaries safer for parrots, we also 
help our families to maintain a higher level of health. Many of 
the following recommendations for improving indoor air qual-
ity can be implemented with minimum effort.  

�x�� Change furnace and air conditioner filters often, at least 
monthly. Make it a point to change all filters at the beginning of 
each new month.  
�x�� Run bathroom vent fans when showering to discourage 
mold growth.  
�x�� Clean humidifier, air conditioning, and refrigerator drain 
pans often. Many types of mold have been discovered growing 
in refrigerator drain pans. Clean all drain pans at the beginning 
of each new month.  
�x�� Fill humidifiers with distilled or demineralized water. Use a 
few drops of Grapefruit Seed Extract in the water avoid the 
growth of mold.  
�x�� Do not smoke indoors. (Do not allow smokers to handle 
your parrots. The residue on their hands is known to cause 
plucking and even flesh mutilation in parrots sensitive to the 
chemicals in cigarette smoke.)  
�x�� Air out new rugs, drapes, furniture, and dry cleaned cloth-
ing before bringing them indoors.  
�x�� Keep gutters clean to prevent moisture from penetrating 
the home.    (Cont on P. 18)  
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Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC) are gases that consist of 
many chemicals that are released into the air from paints, sol-
vents, adhesives, various finishes and other building materials. 
They often are described as the "new smell. Short -term expo-
sure to VOCs can cause headaches, nausea and irritated eyes, 
nose and throat. Newly introduced VOCs, especially in carpet, 
can easily be detected by the odor they give off. If you open a 
cupboard door and detect an odor, formaldehyde which is 
found in particleboard and plywood, may be present.  
HAZARDS TO BIRD HEALTH  
Here are some of the greatest indoor pollution dangers to par-
rots, many of which can easily be prevented.  

�x�� Aspergillus mold which can cause the deadly disease, asper-
gillosis. Excessive moisture which promotes the growth of vari-
ous molds in bathrooms and other areas of high moisture is an 
all too common problem.  
�x�� Polytetrafluorethylene (PTFE) gas released when various 
non -stick surfaces such as Teflon are overheated is a common 
respiratory toxin to birds. It can be avoided entirely by not pur-
chasing the many products containing this non -stick treatment. 
With minimum exposure, the immediate removal of the bird to 
fresh air can save its life. With greater exposure, death usually 
follows quickly.  
�x�� Passive inhalation of tobacco smoke can cause chronic dis-
ease of the eyes, skin, and respiratory system of parrots. Birds 
that live in homes where people smoke are often plagued with 
coughing, sneezing, sinusitis, and conjunctivitis due to continu-
ous irritation from smoke. Many birds with feather destruction 
problems resume normal preening behavior when removed 
from exposure to tobacco smoke.  
�x�� Disinfecting agents used to clean cages, aviaries, and food 
dishes should be used carefully and should be thoroughly 
rinsed before coming in contact with birds. Ammonia and chlo-
rine vapors can irritate parrots' eyes, nares and respiratory 
tract, predisposing them to secondary bacterial and fungal in-
fections.  
�x�� Aerosol products such as perfumes, deodorants, and clean-
ing agents may cause respiratory problems due to irritation of 
the respiratory tract by the fluorocarbons and particulates in 
the aerosol.  
Formaldehyde fumes have been associated with death in 
smaller birds. Frequently used in the seventies and eighties in 
particleboard, fiberboard, cabinets, countertops, paneling, and 
some furniture, it is no longer used in much of the newer build-
ing materials, but strong outgassing is thought to be possible 
for up to five years. Formaldehyde is a suspected carcinogen, so 
solid wood or steel cabinets should be substituted even though 
they may be more expensive.   

(Cont from P.11) 
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IBC Bird Club Board Meeting 7/14/2009  
 
In attendance: Ramona Smith, Fred Smith,  Richard 
Joyce, Wanda Joyce, Joe Rigdon, Sherry Rigdon, and  
Valerie Kane.  
 Ramona called the meeting to order at the Denny’s in 
Haines City at 7:30 PM.     She brought the board up to 
date on Richard Pearson's condition.  The club paid for 
Richard's feed for this month out of the disaster relief 
fund.  She posted on the website about Richard being ill.  
In addition, Penny Halley wrote a tribute poem that is 
posted to the website.  
 
Last month at the club meeting, Lois Wygonik gave 
Ramona a form to update the Lakeland Area Chamber of 
Commerce listing for the club.  Ramona filled out the 
form and sent it back.  Our information will be published 
in the Lakeland Area Chamber of Commerce booklet.  
 
Ramona announced that the Orlando spring show has 
been changed from February to the weekend before ours 
in April.  Our show date is confirmed as the 25 th  of April, 
2010.  She will get it posted so that people know in ad-
vance what the date is.  
 
 We need to think of something for our next 3 month dis-
aster relief.  Wanda  suggested a Walmart Gift Card, but 
with so many members gone for the summer it was de-
cided that we'd save the gift card for the 4 th  quarter.  The 
board also discussed other options.  It was decided that 
Wanda Joyce would do a summer basket.  
 
Wanda Joyce gave the treasurer's report.  Ramona asked 
if the director's had anything.  Valerie Kane stated that 
she would not be here for the October meetings as she 
will be in the South of France for 3 weeks.  
 
There being no further business, the meeting was  
adjourned at 8:20 PM.  

 
     
      The article “Sick House Syndrome” was contributed 
by Rebecca Kline.  She also informed me that the writer - 
Carolyn Swicegood has other articles  and is willing to let 
us use them.  
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SICK HOUSE SYNDROME  
Is your home safe for parrots?  

by Carolyn Swicegood  
Do you and your parrots live in a safe environment? According 
to the Environmental Protection Agency, indoor air is our 
worst pollution problem. Research tells us that whatever the 
quality of outside air, it nearly always is worse indoors, where 
we spend ninety percent of our time and where many of our 
parrots spend all of their time. A Massachusetts Special Legisla-
tive Commission has concluded that indoor air pollution ac-
counts for fifty percent of all the illness in the United States. In 
one study, twenty -four percent of the people complaining of the 
flu actually were suffering from carbon monoxide poisoning.  
Some homes, usually those twenty years or older, were con-
structed of materials now known to be dangerous. Most homes 
have a problem with toxins emanating from carpets, cabinets, 
draperies, and many other sources. Outgassing refers to the 
fumes that a substance gives off as it ages or degrades. Out-
gassing is responsible for the "new home" smell that sometimes 
causes stinging, watery eyes. Signs of a sick house include a 
musty, stuffy smell and other unusual and noticeable odors. 
Feeling noticeably better outside the home also can indicate an 
indoor pollution problem.  
Airtight buildings block out nature's ability to clean the air. Be-
fore the energy crisis of the seventies, most houses were not 
especially energy efficient. Small openings in their structure 
were left unsealed, so fresh air passed freely through them, di-
luting and carrying away toxins. The oil crisis spawned the de-
velopment of airtight houses in an effort to make them more 
energy efficient. It is believed that resources saved on energy by 
making our homes airtight have been spent on medical bills to 
treat the resulting health problems.  
Parrots are exquisitely sensitive to toxins, especially those in 
the air that they breathe. We all remember the stories of canar-
ies being taken into coal mines as sentinels to warn of the accu-
mulation of deadly gases because they were so highly vulner-
able to the adverse effects of toxic fumes. The respiratory sys-
tem of birds is so much more sensitive than ours that they will 
be harmed by unsafe indoor air long before we become aware 
of the danger.  
Parrots have been described as "magnificent athletes". They are 
capable of flying long distances, so their respiratory systems 
are extremely efficient. While humans breathe at the rate of 
twelve to sixteen breaths per minute, large parrots take twenty -
five to forty breaths per minute. Therefore it is not surprising 
that polluted air rapidly takes its toll on their health. Respira-
tory problems are one of the most common ailments in pet 
birds and any problem that interferes with breathing must be 
regarded as potentially life threatening.  
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Happy Birthday  
To Everyone  

With a Birthday  
In August  

 

FIND POLLY’S PEANUT 
       
 Polly Parrot has lost her peanut.  
One like the one pictured  ( but 
could be much smaller) is hidden 
somewhere in our newsletter. 
      If you find it, on a piece of 
paper put your name and “I 
found the peanut on page____” 
and bring to club meeting. 
     We will draw from those 
names for a small prize. 

 
HAPPY HUNTING  

 Attack leaves 32 birds dead 
7:02AM Thursday Aug 06, 2009 

An attack at the Temuka Domain aviary left 32 birds dead, many of them 
decapitated, in a vicious attack on Tuesday night. 

Heads and feathers were ripped from the birds' bodies and their remains 
were scattered around the domain, about 19km north of Timaru, the Ti-
maru Herald reported. 

Cockatoos, parrots, canaries and rainbow lorikeets were among the dead, 
and some were sitting on eggs. 

Temuka police yesterday took photos and fingerprints from the aviary. 

Sergeant Graham Sharpe said police hoped the aviary's parrots would 
have fought their attacker and left scratches or bites to help identify them. 

"It is just mindless and will be treated as a very serious offence," he said. 

"We want to hear from anyone who may have any information." 

Timaru Bird Club vice-president Pat Rule estimated the birds were worth 
around $4000. 

�x�� NZPA 
                       Taken from the New Zealand Herald 
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A lifetime of good nutrition starts with feeding your bird a 
balanced diet with all the essential nutrients he needs every 
day. Right from the start, you'll see that good nutrition 

really works.           ZuPreem 

Right from the 
start:  

KNOWLEDGE KORNER  

IMPERIAL BIRD CLUB TRIVIA  
 

The first IBC meeting was held at 
the Ramada Inn on Memorial 

Blvd.  in Lakeland in 1983. 
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Humans breathe in about fifty pounds of air every day. We are 
as much what we breathe as what we eat. People who live in 
"sick homes" often suffer from a variety of health problems in-
cluding allergies, asthma, sinus conditions, respiratory prob-
lems, chemical sensitivity, pneumonitis, cancer, chronic fa-
tigue, and aspergillosis. Could sick house syndrome account for 
the many mysterious cases of aspergillosis in parrots today? 
Owners of indoor birds often are shocked when they hear the 
diagnosis because they considered it a disease of parrots living 
in outdoor aviaries or in crowded warehouse conditions. This 
deadly and all too prevalent infection frequently is found in 
birds living in clean air -conditioned homes where damp condi-
tions have allowed the growth and dispersal of invisible fungal 
spores. Aspergillus mold can be found growing on surfaces and 
walls of bathrooms and ceilings of homes with roof leaks. Many 
parrots that self -mutilate and destroy their feathers may si-
lently be fighting off subtle but health -damaging fungal infec-
tions caused by contaminated indoor air. Aspergillosis is a most 
difficult disease to treat. Even with antifungal medicines, 
months of therapy are required, with no guarantee of survival, 
so prevention is of paramount importance.  

Not surprisingly, sinus problems in parrots have become in-
creasingly common, just as they have in humans. Dust from air 
conditioning and heat ducts, as well as from moldy basements, 
often is circulated throughout the house. Until recently, ducts 
in most buildings were never cleaned. Most homeowners never 
have their duct system cleaned.  
In warm, humid climates where many parrots are kept, sick 
house problems also can worsen during Summer months when 
the outside air is humid. Most air conditioning units contain 
mold -contaminated components such as insulation and blow-
ers. Ventilation which brings in humid outside air may increase 
mildew and other moisture -related problems when the air -
conditioner does not sufficiently dehumidify the air. In most 
cases, the ideal relative humidity range is between 37 and 55 
percent. New homes are insulated and sealed so well that mois-
ture builds up and cannot escape, creating the perfect breeding 
ground for a variety of molds.  
There are many sources of indoor air pollution that are harmful 
to parrots and people. According to the EPA, the top ten indoor 
hazards are moisture, biologicals (like molds, mildew and dust 
mites); combustion products (including carbon monoxide); for-
maldehyde; radon, a radioactive gas from soil and rock beneath 
and around the foundation; household products and furnish-
ings; asbestos; lead; particulates from fireplaces, woodstoves, 
kerosene heaters, unvented gas space heaters, tobacco smoke, 
dust and pollen; remodeling byproducts; and environmental 
tobacco smoke. Almost none of these hazards are found in the 
natural environment of parrots, so it is reasonable to assume 
that they probably are not biologically adapted to deal with 
them.          (Cont 0n P. 16)   
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   Errant parrot captured after six days on the 
                                            lam  
 
The Lake Oswego Review, Jul 30, 2009  
 
Sebastian, a scarlet Macaw, was safely at home after 
six days in a tree and a harrowing rescue. Many peo-
ple in the Westridge neighborhood were involved in 
saving Sebastian from his ill -fated flight.  
 
Sebastian, a scarlet Macaw who was being bird -sat 
by Shiela and Bill Hornocker, flew from their Lake 
Oswego home in the Westridge neighborhood on 
July 16 and found himself stuck 60 feet up in a 
neighboring Douglas fir.  
 
Despite cajoling from Sheila, Sebastian refused to 
come down or be quiet. His response to all who 
tried to talk him from the limb was a noisy “Hello, 
cracker.”  
 
The Hornockers contacted Irene Thorensen, a bird 
expert from 9-1-1 Parrot Alert in Gresham, who was 
convinced the only way to bring Sebastian down was 
to soak his feathers so he couldn’t fly. Flying is a 
learned behavior for most Macaws, and something 
they will not do naturally. Encouraging Sebastian to 
fly down would most likely be in vain.  
 
For a 50 -foot spray to reach the bird, the operation 
required the Lake Oswego Fire Department which 
accommodated with a truck and three firemen.  
 
But before the LOFD could dampen his wings, 
Sebastian got wind of the plan and flew to another 
tree a block away. He stayed there for two days.  
 
While the children of the neighborhood did their 
best to talk Sebastian down with bribes of food and 
water, the unflappable bird continued on to a tree at 
the home of Linda Graybeal where he stayed for an-
other three days.  
                                              (Cont. on P. 20)  
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301 West Maple St. 
Davenport, Florida  

SAMANTHA DIERKER * JACKIE SUMMER-
LIN 

           863-421-0827 1-888-335-1287 

      

The Hotel Tea Room & Flower Corner  
is a Tea Room that offers: 

�x�� Lunch Monday thru Friday 11:30 am to 1:00 pm.           
Reservations Requested.  

�x�� Big Parties Reservations Required. 
�x�� Tuesday night Dinner 6:00 pm Reservations re-

quired. 
�x�� Intimate Wedding,  Bridal/Baby shower, specialty 

parties & Tea parties available upon request. 
�x�� We also have a Gift Shop that offers unique gifts 

for anyone Big or Small plus a Full Service Flo-
rist.  

�x�� Our Flower Shop can accommodate any of your 
flower needs. We deliver to all surrounding Com-
munities. Our Flower Shop hours are Monday thru 
Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm. 

 
 
 
 
                                                    04-2010 

 

       The Hotel 
Tea Room & Flower Corner 

Flowers * Gifts * Collectibles 
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