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      The Imperial Bird Club 
meets the third Thursday of 
each month at the VFW Hall 
of Auburndale, 241 Lake Ave. 
East, Auburndale.  Doors 
open at 7:00 p.m. and the 
meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.  
The Board Meeting is held 
every third Thursday of the 
month between 6:00 and 
6:30 p.m. prior to Club  
Meeting at the VFW Hall in 
Auburndale.  All club  
members are welcome to   
attend and all board  
members are required to  
attend the Board Meetings.  
Contact Ramona Smith, 
President for more  
information.  

Club Objectives 
1. To ensure the preser-

vation and propaga-
tion of non-native 
cage birds in the 
United States. 

2. To further the Science 
of Aviculture.  

3. To exchange the 
knowledge, informa-
tion, and          experi-
ences related to cage 
birds.  

4. To educate the general 
public on Avian mat-
ters. 

Club Raffle Table 
The Club raffle table is to-
tally member supported.  
If you win a prize, at the 
next meeting, bring a prize 
of equal value for the ta-
ble.  Of course, you can 
always bring something 
for the raffle table.  Every-
body is happy if they win a 
little something and as we 
all contribute it will con-
tinue   spreading  happi-
ness among our  member-
ship. 

The opinions expressed 
in the Birdy Gazette are 
not necessarily those of 
the Imperial Bird Club 
or the editorial staff.  
The Imperial Bird Club 
and its staff assume no 
responsibility for claims 
of our advertisers or for 
the quality of goods or 
services the advertisers 
provide.  We regret if 
mistakes are made, how-
ever IBC is responsible 
only for corrections of 
errors. 
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To contact the Editor:  
ramonaksmith@wildblue.net  

 
Our Date For Our  24th Annual Expo Is Set:  

 
Saturday, April 28th, 2012  
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Golden Wings 

Macaws  -  Cockatoo’s  -  Amazons  -  Hyacinth’s 
Greater Vasa’s  -  Rose Breasted  - Golden Conures 

Major Mitchell Cockatoo’s  -  Buffon’s Macaws 

Fred & Ramona Smith 
Www.goldenwingsproducts.com 

 

863-858-6739 
fredsmith@wildblue.net 

Lakeland, Florida  

Front cover: Rio movie night 

 
Meeting date is August 18, 2011 

 
 

Our Program Is:  
 

Movie Night  
We will be watching the movie  

 
“RIO”  

 
 Doors open at 7:00 p.m.  

Meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.  
 

SEE YOU THERE!  
 

VFW Hall —241 Lake Ave. East  
Auburndale, Fl.  
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Bird Club Officers  
 
President  - Ramona Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Vice President - Debra Bernard 863 -585 -4148  
Treasurer - Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Secretary -Valerie Kane -863 -439 -5199  
Director -Joe Rigdon -407 -365 -2986  
Director -Lisa Prescott -863 -687 -8729  
Director -Jim Aldrich -734 -476 -9079  
Director -Carol Aldrich -734 -476 -9079  
AFA Regional Director -Florida, Puerto Rico,  
Virgin Islands -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
 

IBC Committees  
Expo  Chairman —Ramona Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Librarian -Gloria Boughton & Lois Wygonik  
Historian -Rebecca Kline -863 -450 -6772  
Legislation -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Publicity -Lisa Prescott -863 -687 -8729  
Food Chair -Debra Bernard & Tammy Sly  
Hospitality -Tammy Sly -863 -875 -2648  
Parliamentarian -Eric Kline -863 -450 -6772  

Club Affiliations  
AFA Reps (2) Fred Smith & Lisa  
                                                           Prescott  
FFA Reps(2) Fred Smith & Jean  
                                                        Pattison  
FFA President  Marty Dochstader  
 

The Imperial Bird Club will refuse to accept adver-
tising from anyone convicted of a bird related 

crime . 

Member Club Member Club 
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  IMPERIAL BIRD CLUB 
14710 BRAHMA RD. 

POLK CITY, FL. 33868-6703 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

2011 
                      

                                                    
                                                    
Name:___________________________Date________ 
Address:_________________________ 
City/State/Zip____________________ 
Phone:(     )_______________________ 
Cell #:___________________________ 
E-Mail Address:___________________ 
Are you a breeder or pet owner?
__________________________ 
Topics for programs that would be of interest to 
you:______________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
Was our club recommended to you, and if so, by whom?
________________ 
 
Applicants Signature___________________________ 
 
Check correct box: 
New Membership_____________ 
Renewal Membership____________ 
Check correct box: 
Family (2 votes) $20.00______________ 
Single (1 vote) $15.00_______________ 

 
Dues are for one (1) calendar year starting January 1, of 

the year paid.  Membership must be renewed  
annually to retain club privileges. 
Come learn and have fun with us! 
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Message from your 

President   

                   
     Here is the list of items needed for the  
Compassionate Care Kits if you are interested 
in participating.  
 
1 medium sz. bottle shampoo(12 to 18 oz. )  
       Please tape flip -tops closed  
2 bars soap (bath -size or larger  
1 medium toothpaste (4.0 to 6.4 oz.)  
3 toothbrushes  
1 box of Band -Aids (30 or more)  
1 fingernail clipper  
1 sturdy hair comb  
2 hand towels  
4 pocket -size pkgs. facial tissue  
 
     There has been a few changes to the next few 
months schedule from what we reported last 
month.  
 
August -movie night –  showing “RIO”  
September - Dr. Swango  
October -report on AFA convention  
November -BBQ  
                        Gloria Zucker -(Tenative)  
December -Christmas Party  
 
     Plan to come Thursday and bring your 
friends also.  
                           See You Thursday  
 
                    Ramona Smith  



Major -Mitchell Cockatoo  
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS : 

Major Mitchell's Cockatoo has been universally acclaimed as the 
most beautiful of the cockatoos and among the most beautiful of 
all parrots. One of the first to write in admiring terms of its beauty 
was the explorer Sir Thomas Mitchell, after whom it is named. 
Major Mitchell's cockatoo, also known as Leadbeater's cockatoo, is 
generally white with a pink flush. The head and breast are salmon 
pink with a large erectile crest. The crest feathers are light pink at 
the base and white tipped, with orange-red and a yellow band in 
the center. The bare skin around the eye is white, with the iris or-
ange in the female and dark in the male. The beak is light gray, and 
the legs gray. The average length of this bird is 15-161/2 inches, 
with a wing span of 32 inches. 
BEHAVIOR  

Major Mitchell's cockatoos are usually seen in pairs or small 
groups, sometimes in the company of Galahs and Little Corellas. 
They rarely congregate in large flocks.  
They spend most of the day on the ground or among the branches 
of trees and shrubs feeding on seeds. Normally, they are rather 
wary and will not allow a close approach. They drink in the early 
morning and late afternoon, sometimes arriving at the waterhole 
before sunrise. 
Like other cockatoos they have the habit of stripping leaves and 
bark from trees in which they are roosting.  
Their movement seems to be governed by the availability of food 
and water. These cockatoos rarely fly high and even when traveling 
long distances prefer to move by a series of low, short flights.  
The normal contact call given frequently while in flight is a quaver-
ing cry. When alarmed they emit three or four harsh screeches. 
DIET:  

Major Mitchell's cockatoos feed on the seed of grasses and herba-
ceous plants, nuts, fruits, berries and roots. They are particularly 
fond of Callitris and Acacia seeds, which they procure both in the 
trees and on the ground. 
REPRODUCTION and GROWTH:  

The nest is in a hollow limb or hole in a tree, preferably near water. 
The bottom of the hollow is lined with decayed wood dust and with 
strips of bark removed by the birds from around the entrance. The 
same nesting hollow is often used in successive seasons by the 
same pair of birds.  
A normal clutch comprises three, white oval shaped eggs. Incuba-
tion lasts 30 days and both sexes brood, the male usually sitting 
during the day and female at night. Both parents care for the 
young. About six weeks after hatching the young birds leave the 
nest, but remain with the parents to form the family parties fre-
quently seen. 
Because of its beauty, the Major Mitchell's cockatoo has always 
been in demand as an aviary bird, but does not make a good pet. 
Even a hand-reared bird rarely becomes affectionate and gentle. Page 23 
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UWA Releases 204 Confiscated African Grey 
Parrots  

 
Uganda Wildlife Authority on Thursday afternoon re-
leased 204 highly endangered African grey parrots. The 
parrots were confiscated at the Mpondwe Customs bor-
der post in Kasese and at a private farm at Kawuku along 
the Kampala -Entebbe highway.  
At 3p.m today the parrots were released back into the 
wild at Kibaale National Park, in western Uganda. At the 
release ceremony UWA’s Community Conversation coor-
dinator, Johnson Maseruka said these parrots are part of 
the 270 parrots rescued from smugglers who wanted to 
export them to European countries.  
Maseruka said the demand for African grey parrots is 
very high in the world market where a parrot can go for 
up to 2,000 US dollars.  
“These parrots are also on high demand given their high 
intelligence levels, the highest among all parrots. We are 
releasing these parrots into wilderness after a six months 
quarantine period at the Uganda Wildlife Education Cen-
tre (UWEC) during which their health and behaviour 
were constantly monitored ,” Maseruka added.  
The African grey parrot is a medium sized bird found in 
mostly in rainforests.  
Lillian Nsubuga, UWA’s Public Relations Officer (PRO) 
said a lot of preparatory work has been done before the 
release of these birds into the wild, which includes re-
search on the sustainability of the national park, and 
training people who will handle the birds and organizing 
field inspection of all site. She added that this was the 
first activity of the kind.  
Maseruka said the African grey parrot can have up to 
1,000 vocabularies. When let free it was a new beginning 
for most parrots and many flew out in pair, just like cou-
ples ready to make the most of their new found freedom.  

FEATHER NOTES:  
 

Strangers are just friends waiting to happen.  
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Birds and Toy Obsessions  
Toys  Obsession or Appreciation?  

By Nikki Moustaki  
 

There’s some bit of controversy or misunderstanding when it 
comes to “toy obsession” and parrots. One school of thought 
says that the moment a bird becomes “obsessed” with a toy, 
the toy should be removed immediately. Another school of 
thought says that it’s cruel to remove a favored toy. Like 
with most things, there is a middle ground.  
First, determine whether the bird is obsessed with the toy or 
if it’s just enjoying it. Obsession and hardy play are two very 
different things. A bird is obsessed with a toy when its be-
havior toward you changes as a result of an attachment to the 
toy. Perhaps the bird is protecting the toy using aggression. 
Perhaps the bird is regurgitating to the toy so often that you 
fear for its health. A bird that’s just playing with a toy won’t 
change its behavior toward you when the toy is “threatened.” 
Some birds need security blankets and will sleep snuggled up 
with a favorite toy — this is not obsession, it is habit 
If you suspect that your bird is becoming obsessed with a 
toy, try to determine the cause. Is the bird mature and is it 
springtime? Has the bird been prompted into breeding be-
haviors but has no mate? It’s possible that no matter what 
you do, no matter how many toys your remove from this 
bird, it will still find something to attempt to “mate” with. 
This isn’t a crisis, and the behavior usually stops in the fall, 
when natural light starts to shorten. You can also use artifi-
cial lighting to prompt a bird to come out of breeding mode 
by allowing no more than nine to 11 hours of light per day.  
If your bird’s toy buddy isn’t a mate and the bird’s behavior 
hasn’t changed —  it just loves one particular toy over others 
— don’t sweat it too much. It’s like having a favorite pair of 
shoes or drinking from your favorite cup. It’s just habit, and 
habit isn’t always bad. 
 
Reprinted from :The Bird Channel 
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Our Raffle Table  

For  July 2011 
Made a total of  

$103.00  
 

Good Job Club  
 
 

Remember to bring 
items for our monthly 

Raffle table  
 

MEMBER ADS  
 
 
FOR SALE: Pair Silver Bills Finches asking $50.00 and 1 
male & 3 female Orange Cheek Finches asking $10.00 
each.  Call Eileen Tyson @ 863 -409 -1494.  
 
Get your Hagen Prime vitamins from Golden Wings 
Products -call –  863 -858 -6739  
 
FOR SALE : Macaw Nesting Boxes.   Z Boxes   for medium 
size birds. All are metal.     
Have available Male Yellow Nape, Male Eclectus, Female 
Eclectus.  Contact Gloria Boughton @ 863 -815-0997. 
  
FOR SALE:  Male Lady Gouldian Finches available.   
$45.00 each.   Contact  May Rudd at 863 -967 -4003.  
 
FOR SALE:  birds embroidered on shirts or totes.   
Contact Ramona @ 863 -858 -6739.  
 
FOR SALE : Hamsters -Dwarf —Silvers, Blueberry & Robo -
Common -Teddy bear & Syrian.  Dwarfs are  $3.00 each –
Commons are $2.00 each.  Heat Lamps -$10.00.  Rats -
either for pets or food Ask for prices.  Interested call  
Rachel at 863 -934 -0545.  
 
Breeding Pair Doves -Free to a good home -no cage-
contact Gloria Zucker at 863 -688 -4320.  

FIND POLLY’S PEANUT 
        
Polly Parrot has lost her 
peanut.  One like the one 
pictured at right ( but 
could be much smaller) is hidden 
somewhere in our newsletter. 
      If you find it, on a piece of pa-
per put your name and “I found 
the peanut on page____” and bring 
to club meeting. 
     We will draw from those names 
for a small prize. 

 
HAPPY HUNTING  
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For immediate relief 
�x�� Eat smaller meals and eat more often in hot weather to 
reduce the heat produced by metabolic activity within your 
body. 
�x�� Stay well-hydrated. Sip cold water often throughout the 
day. 
�x�� Indulge in spicy food. If you can handle it, dressing up 
your summer meals with jalapenos, curries, and wasabi will 
induce sweating, particularly on your face and neck, and 
you’ll feel cooler. 
�x�� Close shades and curtains during the day to prevent the 
inside of the house and its furnishings from absorbing solar 
heat. 
�x�� Open (screened) windows at night to allow cross-
ventilation throughout the house with cooler nighttime tem-
peratures. 
�x�� Don’t use the oven. Grill in the shade or indulge in cool, 
main-dish salads. Turn the lights off, too. 
Wear light-colored, lightweight clothing. Athletic under- and 
outerwear designed to wick sweat away from the body will 
help you feel more comfortable in the heat. 
�x�� Wear light-colored, lightweight clothing. Athletic under- 
and outerwear designed to wick sweat away from the body 
will help you feel more comfortable in the heat. 
�x�� Sit in front of a fan (invest in a battery-powered or solar 
for power outages). Keep a spray bottle of cool water handy 
to mist your face and neck from time to time. 
For even greater cooling effect from a fan, fill a metal bowl 
with chunks of ice and put it between you and the fan. (Note: 
Fans can’t keep you from overheating during true heat emer-
gencies. Please consult the CDC guide to extreme heat.) 
�x�� If you can’t take a swim in a local pool or pond (or even 
if you can), sit in a tub of cool water. Even soaking your feet 
in ice water helps. 
�x�� Run the undersides of your wrists under cold running wa-
ter from the tap or a hose, or wrap your wrists in body-
conforming athletic cold wraps. Or freeze used tea bags and 
hold them against the insides of your wrists and at your tem-
ples. 
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Stay Cool Without Air Conditioning  
By Margaret Boyles  

 
No sweat! 
Actually, we should sweat in the heat. Sweating is part 
of the complex system our bodies have evolved to dissi-
pate heat. Sweat cools the body as it evaporates from 
the skin. 
I’ve never lived or worked in an air-conditioned space. 
Here in New Hampshire, most of us can get along with 
fans, cold drinks, and outdoor swimming. But the re-
cord-breaking heat and high humidity this summer has 
made the generally dreaded weekly shopping trip to the 
air-conditioned supermarket almost pleasurable. 
Even folks who generally live and work in air-
conditioned surroundings sometimes experience power 
outages, rolling blackouts, or brownouts that knock out 
cooling systems during the hottest days of summer. 
Below, a few tips for staying cool(er) if you don’t have air 
conditioning: 
For the long term 
�x�� Try to drop excess bodyfat. Fat insulates your body and 
prevents heat escape. 
�x�� Get fit and stay fit year round. Fit bodies adapt better to 
extremes of both heat and cold. 
Train for the heat! If you acclimate gradually to the heat by 
starting to exercise outdoors when the weather begins heat-
ing up in spring, you’ll train your body to adapt better to the 
hotter spells to come, and you’ll feel more comfortable when 
they do. Start when the warm weather begins by exercising 
outdoors for 15-20 minutes at low intensity. Gradually in-
crease the length and intensity of exercise as the weather gets 
hotter. No matter how fit you become, don’t exercise outside 
in extreme heat--above 90°. Also, save your most intense 
workouts for the cooler hours of early evening or early 
morning, or take them indoors. 
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Members of the Month  
 

     Jerry & Lisa Prescott  
 

 
 
     Jerry and Lisa Prescott are fairly new to Imperial Bird 
Club but have jumped right in  adding to our meetings.  
 
     They are  native to Lakeland, Florida. Lisa has taught 
for 17 years and currently teaches  at a local Christian 
School and Jerry is in the septic business.  
 
     Lisa said that she has had parakeets since she was 
born.  She wanted an African Grey after seeing Dr. Irene 
Pepperberg and Alex in videos.  She now has 5 parakeets/
budgies, 1 Bourke’s parakeet, 1 Timneh African Grey, and 
1 Jardine’s Parrot.  
 
     Lisa’s Grandfather collected more than 20,000 butter-
flies and bred Blue Morpho Butterflies.  She said he is the 
one person who inspired her in her love for nature.  
 
     Some of her hobbies are scrapbooking and playing in 
the dirt.  
 
     Their son Jimmy spoke at one of our recent meeting  
as a ventriloquist.  He also had his “friends” at our past 
Expo.  He just graduated this past spring.  
 
     Lisa currently serves as a Board of Director and has 
helped with raffle tables at our Expos.  She has also spo-
ken at our club meeting.  
 
     Lisa commented that she comes to the club meeting 
every month with joy.  
      
 
(We will feature another club member next month -who will it 
be?)  
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Parrotlet Chicks Learn Their Calls From  
Mom and Dad  

Parrots are talkative birds, with impressive, humanlike lin-
guistic abilities. Also like us, male and female parrots are 
lifelong vocal learners. Because of these similarities, re-
searchers have long wondered whether parrot chicks learn 
their first calls or if these sounds are innate. For the first 
time, scientists have succeeded in studying the calls of parrot 
chicks in the wild. They find that the birds do learn their first 
calls—and from their parents, much as human infants do. 
The findings suggest that parrots may be better than song-
birds as models for studying how humans acquire speech.  
Like other parrot species, green-rumped parrotlets (Forpus 
passerinus), a parakeet-sized species that lives in South 
America, make what scientists term a signature contact call, 
a sound that functions much like a name. The birds use it to 
find and recognize mates and identify their chicks. Other 
studies have shown that wild parrots often imitate one an-
other's contact calls—rather like someone calling out the 
name of a friend. "One study of another species of captive 
parrotlets suggested that individual birds are assigned names 
by their family members," says ornithologist Karl Berg of 
Cornell University.  
Early learning. Parrotlet dad makes contact calls to his 
chicks.  
Credit: Karl S. Berg 
But he wanted to know whether the birds do this in the wild, 
too, and why. Captive studies cannot, by themselves, explain 
what function such behaviors serve in nature or how they 
evolved. But studying parrots in the wild is "extremely diffi-
cult" because they generally nest in hollows high in trees, 
says behavioral ecologist Timothy Wright of New Mexico 
State University in Las Cruces, an expert on wild parrots. 
To get around this problem, Berg and his colleagues worked 
with a wild population of green-rumped parrotlets in Vene-
zuela that has been studied since 1987.   
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�x�� Put a couple of ice cubes in a bandanna and tie it to your 
head under a wide-brimmed hat or around your neck. 
�x�� Place a wet towel around your neck and/or down your 
back. Alternatively soak your shirt in cold water, wring it 
out, and wear it. 
Freeze a couple of old socks filled with rice or small beans 
and place them at the foot of your bed between the sheets to 
cool you to sleep. 
Extreme heat can kill.  Learn about the risks to you and 
your loved ones, 
and know the locations of emergency cooling centers nearby. 
Elderly, disabled, and obese people, infants, and those with 
serious health conditions are at special risk for heat-related 
health emergencies. 
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          Board Meeting Minutes 7/21/11  
  
  
     Ammerman's Show is on the 17th July we 
need volunteers.  
      Rebecca Kline has finished Level 2 in the 
Fundamentals of Aviculture course presenta-
tion by the American Federation of Aviculture, 
so when you see her congratulate her.  
      Lisa asked if we wanted her to lead a discus-
sion Thursday night about 1. Bird care idea/toy 
use 2. Reasons we do what we do with birds? 3. 
Current events or discoveries about birds in ar-
ticles and 4. Have a round table discusssion 
with teams of people and have one person from 
each team share info to the general member-
ship. Lisa would throw in clay or play-
dough  modeling  as part of #2.  
      She still has a student that need to rehome a 
parakeet   male, 3 years old, please if anyone 
can help she will contact the family.  
      Lisa brought up the continuing problem of 
beak and feather disease and the mass decline 
of the Cape Parrots in South Africa. Do our 
members have knowledge about this disease? If 
so, perhaps we can discuss during the round ta-
ble activity.  
      Rio is on DVD 2 August - would we want a 
movie night to watch at the August meeting?  
      Our president had the club booth set up at 
Ammerman's and Gloria Zucker came and 
helped man it most of the day, thank you Glo-
ria.  
      Lisa will present our July program.  
 
Submitted by the Secretary - Valerie  Kane   
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The parrotlets nest in hollows in fence posts, and scientists 
set out 106 artificial nesting boxes, which the parrotlets read-
ily moved into. The boxes allowed the researchers to access 
the birds, eggs, and chicks and to record audio and video in 
the nests. For 24 years, the researchers have tracked thou-
sands of parrotlet pairs and chicks, so they know the birds' 
family trees.  
Berg and colleagues swapped clutches of eggs between 12 
unrelated pairs of parrotlets. When the chicks hatched, they 
were raised by foster parents. Serving as a control were 
chicks in eight other nests that lived with their biological 
parents. If the chicks' contact calls are innate, they should 
resemble those of the biological parents rather than those of 
the foster parents. 
The team recorded and analyzed the calls made by the bio-
logical and foster parents and by the nestlings. The analysis, 
reported online today in the Proceedings of the Royal Society 
of London B, shows that the chicks learn their calls from the 
parents that raised them; calls are not inherited. "The par-
ents—both mom and dad—provide a template," which the 
nestlings change slightly so that each chick ends up with a 
unique call, Berg says.  
Later, when the chicks leave their nests, their parents use the 
contact calls to find their youngsters because they must be 
fed for another 21 days. Fledged chicks roost in large groups, 
so the parents need some means of identifying their own off-
spring, Berg explains.  
The study is "an exciting first step in unraveling why parrots 
match each others' calls in the wild," Wright says. "It's a very 
cool study," adds Ofer Tchernichovski, a biopsychologist at 
Hunter College in New York City. The work "raises the pos-
sibility that parrots may be acquiring their calls in a way 
that's different from other species and might even be similar 
to some aspects of speech learning in human infants." 
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C a l i f o r n i a  G o l d e n  S p r a y  M i l l e t ®  

S u p e r i o r  q u a l i t y  m i l l e t ,  a l w a y s  f r e s h  a n d  p l u m p .   L o w  s h i p p i n g !

V e n d o r s  &  g r o u p s :  1 0 %  o f f  o r d e r s  1 5 0 +  l b s .  
2 5  l b s .       $ 7 4 . 0 0  

5  l b s .            $ 1 9 . 0 0  

6 - p a c k          $   4 . 5 0  

       

           
 

T w i n  B e a k s  A v i a r y  H e r b  S a l a d ™  
5  o u n c e s $  6 . 4 6  

8  o u n c e s $  9 . 6 9  

 1  p o u n d     $ 1 7 . 4 2   

 

W e  a l s o  c a r r y  d r i n k e r s ,  n e s t  b o x e s ,  n e s t i n g  m a t e r i a l ,  

o u r  o w n  “ G a m m y ’ s ”  b r a n d  p r o t e i n  s e e d  s u p p l e m e n t ,  a n d  

o t h e r  p r o d u c t s  f o r  s m a l l  b i r d s ,  s o  p l e a s e  e m a i l  f o r  a  f u l l  

l i s t .   O r d e r  b y  e m a i l  f o r  c u s t o m  s h i p p i n g  q u o t e ! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

9 6 4 7  S m i t h f i e l d  F a r m s  R o a d 

B a y  M i n e t t e ,  A l a b a m a  3 6 5 0 7  

2 5 1 - 4 6 3 - 4 2 0 8  

i n f o @ G a m m y s F i n c h e s . c o m 
 07-2010 
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Happy Birthday  
To Everyone  

With a Birthday  
In August  

 
Item    Description          List  6-11    12-49     
50+ 
010-C   10" Probe-Lite Candler  $27.95 $23.75  $19.55   
$16.75 
    2-AA Batteries Included 
    Candler Lamp Included 
Note:  Let me know if any Club member is interested in buy-
ing one or more. 

(Cont. from Page 12) 
The names bore more similarity to the parents that raised the 
offspring, than the biological parents, suggesting that the 
calls are in fact learned by the chicks rather than innate. 
Parrots are not the only animals known to have names. In 
addition to humans, dolphins also use specific names for 
each individual. Researchers believe that the sophisticated 
social lives of these animals may be what drives the need to 
have names. For parrots, having a name is a valuable tool for 
knowing who is who when flocks change or shift members. 
This discovery shows interesting corollaries between human 
communication and parrot communication that may be use-
ful for subsequent studies of speech development. The study 
was published in Proceedings of the Royal Society B. 
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KNOWLEDGE KORNER  

Question: What is the only bird 
that drinks water the way that 
people do? 

Answer: Rock Doves (pigeons) 
can drink water the way that peo-
ple do, sucking it up against 
gravity. 
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   IBC General Meeting Minutes  21st July 2011 
 
      The meeting commenced at 7:40 p. m.  
     Our visitor Chris Vickers has joined the club 
this evening welcome Chris.   
     The peanut was won by Roy  
     Thanks to all for the  refreshments, Vivian, 
Debbi, Lois, Rachael, Monique and Roy.  
     There is a list of things to fill the compassion-
ate bags in the news letter.  
     Our historian Rebecca Kline is missing per-
haps two books with all our history and photos, 
Ramona picked up one book at the Christmas 
party so it might be just one book that is miss-
ing. If anyone has any  information on the books 
please contact Rebecca.    
     Again a male parakeet needs a home, anyone 
interested call  Lisa Prescott.  
     Our speaker for Aug is Fred with a report 
from the AFA conference.  The 2nd Aug the 
movie Rio comes out on DVD so do we want to 
make Aug our movie night? Everyone was in 
agreement Aug is going to be movie night.  
     May's grandson was in an accident and needs 
a long recovery program so let's keep May and 
him in our thoughts and prayers.  
     Ammerman's show was pretty good  Gloria  Z 
volunteered to man the Club booth, thank you 
Gloria.   
     The  Secretary's report was in the newsletter 
and a motion by Gloria and seconded by Debbi 
was made to accept as read, motion carried.    
     Fred Smith gave a Treasurer's report.  
     A motion to dismiss the business portion of 
the meeting was made by Tammy.  
 
Submitted by the Secretary - Valerie Kane  
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Study: Parrot Parents Name Their Babies  

Parrots, with their amazing abilities to mimic speech and talk 
to humans in addition to each other, are by far impressive 
communicators. But research shows that parrot conversations 
are even more complex. Each parrot has its own signature 
call that others use to address it, which is the parrot equiva-
lent of having a name. But where do these “names” come 
from? New research has shown that just like with human ba-
bies, parrot parents name their offspring, even before the ba-
bies can communicate themselves. 
The research, led by Karl Berg of Cornell University, used 
video cameras to record the communication process of green
-rumped parrots (Forpus passerinus) in Venezuela. The 
wild parrot study showed that even before chicks begin to 
chirp back at their parents, adults give them a signature 
sound by which they are addressed. The babies will take this 
sound and in some cases tweak it before using it throughout 
their life. 
Scientists have known for some time that parrots use these 
signature calls to refer to each other. Observing the process 
in captive birds led researchers to wonder how wild parrots 
dealt with naming, because it could show how names are 
given. The researchers felt there were two possibilities for 
how parrots get their names: it could be biologically innate 
(each bird names itself) or assigned by another older bird, 
which turned out to be the case. 
For the study, the researchers placed video cameras in 16 
green-rumped parrot nests in Venezula. These birds are part 
of a large wild population that has been living in nesting 
tubes rigged up by scientists in 1987. The researchers then 
moved around the parrot eggs so that half of the colony were 
raising babies that weren’t theirs genetically. Recordings of 
the calls made by the parents before the chicks were able to 
chirp , and of the calls once the chicks were individually vo-
cal showed that parents started making the calls when the 
birds were very young. Additionally, the recordings showed 
that the parent’s calls provided a basis on which the baby 
would imitate and tweak their own name. 
(Cont. on Page 14 ) 
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U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Releases Finding 
On Four Parrot Species  

 
The  USFWS found  that listing the Philippine and yellow -
crested cockatoo as endangered, and listing the white 
cockatoo as threatened, is warranted and is issuing pro-
posed rules to list these species. In addition, the Service 
is proposing a special rule for the white cockatoo. If 
adopted, the proposed  rule would allow import, export 
and interstate commerce of certain white cockatoos with-
out a permit under the ESA, provided the provisions of 
the Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) and the Wild 
Bird Conservation Act (WBCA) are met. The Service finds 
that listing is "not warranted" for the crimson shining 
parrot. The not warranted status for the crimson shining 
parrot is a final agency action.  
The USFWS  carefully assessed the best available scien-
tific and commercial information regarding the past, pre-
sent and future threats faced by these four species. The 
three species the agency is proposing to list as endan-
gered or threatened face significant threats, particularly 
due to poaching and habitat loss. The Service did not find 
information indicating that there were threats to the 
crimson shining parrot due to habitat loss, overutiliza-
tion, disease or predation, inadequate regulatory mecha-
nisms, or any other factor occurring at a level that would 
pose a threat to the species.  
The service has made this determination in response to a 
petition filed on January 2008 by Friends of Animals re-
questing that  the agency list 14 parrot species under the 
ESA. The  USFWS completed an  initial review  in July 
2009 and concluded the petition contained substantial 
information supporting a full study of the species. On 
July 28, 2010, a settlement agreement was approved, in 
which the Service agreed to (in part) submit to the Fed-
eral Register by July 29, 2011, a determination whether 
the petitioned action is warranted, not warranted, or 
warranted but precluded by other listing actions for no 
less than four of the petitioned species.  
 
The Service has completed a comprehensive review — 
known as a 12-month finding — and determined that 
there is sufficient scientific and commercial data to pro-
pose listing three of the species throughout its range.  
The proposed rule will be published in the Federal Regis-
ter on August 9, 2011.  
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