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     The Imperial Bird Club 
meets the third Thursday of 
each month at the VFW Hall 
of Auburndale, 241 Lake Ave. 
East, Auburndale.  Doors 
open at 7:00 p.m. and the 
meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.  
The Board Meeting is held 
the second Tuesday of the 
month.  The location of the 
Board Meeting is Denny’s in 
Haines City at the I -4 Exit 
and starts at 7:00 p.m.  All 
club members are welcome to  
attend and all board mem-
bers are required to attend 
the Board Meetings.  Contact 
Ramona Smith, President for 
more information.  

Club Objectives 
1. To ensure the preser-

vation and propaga-
tion of non-native 
cage birds in the 
United States. 

2. To further the Science 
of Aviculture.  

3. To exchange the 
knowledge, informa-
tion, and          experi-
ences related to cage 
birds.  

4. To educate the general 
public on Avian mat-
ters. 

Club Raffle Table 
The Club raffle table is to-
tally member supported.  
If you win a prize, at the 
next meeting, bring a prize 
of equal value for the ta-
ble.  Of course, you can 
always bring something 
for the raffle table.  Every-
body is happy if they win a 
little something and as we 
all contribute it will con-
tinue   spreading  happi-
ness among our  member-
ship. 

The opinions expressed 
in the Birdy Gazette are 
not necessarily those of 
the Imperial Bird Club 
or the editorial staff.  
The Imperial Bird Club 
and its staff assume no 
responsibility for claims 
of our advertisers or for 
the quality of goods or 
services the advertisers 
provide.  We regret if 
mistakes are made, how-
ever IBC is responsible 
only for corrections of 
errors. 
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To contact the Editor:  
ramonaksmith@wildblue.net  

Please note: This is a new e-mail address 

Remember to renew your  
membership  

This could be your last newsletter if you haven’t 
renewed.  
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Golden Wings 

Macaws—Cockatoo’s—Amazons—Hyacinth’s 
Rose Breasted—-Golden Conures 

Major Mitchell Cockatoo’s 
 

Fred & Ramona Smith 
 

863-858-6739 
fredsmith@wildblue.net 

Lakeland, Florida 

Front cover: Golden Conure-Queen of Bavaria 

 
 
  
 

Meeting date is April 16, 2009 
 

We will be finalizing the last minute plans for 
our Expo on Sun. April 26th 

Come prepared to tell us what you will be  
responsible to do. 

 
We need “EVERY ONE” of our members to 

participate. 
 

SEE YOU THERE!  
VFW Hall —241 Lake Ave. East  

Auburndale, Fl.  
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Bird Club Officers  
 
President  - Ramona Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Vice President - Debra Bernard 863 -293 -7541 
Treasurer - Wanda Joyce -863 -676 -0091  
Secretary -Sherry Rigdon -407 -365 -2986  
Director -Richard Joyce -863 -676 -0091  
Director -Jess Poyser -863 -422 -2028  
Director -Valerie Kane -863 -439 -5199  
Director -Elaine Gray -863 -422 -2028  
AFA Regional Director -Florida, Puerto Rico,  
Virgin Islands -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
 

IBC Committees  
Expo  Chairman —Debra Bernard 863 -293 -7541 
Librarian -Gloria Boughton & Lois Wygonik  
Historian -Rebecca Kline -863 -450 -6772  
Legislation -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Publicity -Rich Long -863 -646 -7776 
Food Chair -Valerie Kane -863 -439 -5199  
Hospitality -Jess Poyser & Elaine Gray  
Parliamentarian -Eric Kline -863 -450 -6772  

Club Affiliations  
AFA Reps (2) Fred Smith & Debra  
                                                           Bernard  
FFA Reps(2) Richard Pearson & Debra 
                                                            Bernard  
FFA President  Marty Dochstader  
 

The Imperial Bird Club will refuse to accept adver-
tising from anyone convicted of a bird related 

crime . 

Member Club Member Club 
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  IMPERIAL BIRD CLUB 
14710 BRAHMA RD. 

POLK CITY, FL. 33868-6703 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

2009 
                      

                                                    
                                                    
Name:___________________________Date________ 
Address:_________________________ 
City/State/Zip____________________ 
Phone:(     )_______________________ 
Cell #:___________________________ 
E-Mail Address:___________________ 
Are you a breeder or pet owner?
__________________________ 
Topics for programs that would be of interest to 
you:______________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
Was our club recommended to you, and if so, by whom?
________________ 
 
Applicants Signature___________________________ 
 
Check correct box: 
New Membership_____________ 
Renewal Membership____________ 
Check correct box: 
Family (2 votes) $20.00______________ 
Single (1 vote) $15.00_______________ 

 
Dues are for one (1) calendar year starting January 1, of 

the year paid.  Membership must be renewed  
annually to retain club privileges. 
Come learn and have fun with us! 
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Message from your 
President   

           
     The month that we have been working  
towards has finally arrived.  It’s time for us to 
band together and have another “successful” 
Expo.  
     If you haven’t made your raffle donation, 
gotten  your  Grand Raffle tickets to sell, 
spread the word about our Expo then you 
need to do so right away.  
     We will be discussing the final plans at our 
meeting, Thursday, April 16th, 2009.  Make 
your plans now to be there and tell us what 
you plan to take responsibility for.  
     I want to personally thank those that have 
been working diligently behind the scenes to 
get  things needed  and lined up so well.   
     Go on our website to see who has made 
contributions to our raffle so far to help us in 
educating the public and furthering research 

on Avian matters.  
     Look forward to seeing  
everyone on Thursday.  

      Ramona Smith 
 

 
HAPPY EASTER-HAPPY SPRING 
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INSIDE THE NEST BOX OF THE GOLDEN CONURE 
By Nancy Speed 

 
 The first time I had the opportunity to view footage of par-
rots inside the nest box took place in 1996 at a convention in 
which Katy McElroy was a featured speaker.  I cannot recall any-
thing Katy said during her presentation, because I was lost in 
amazement as I witnessed the affection and tenderness a cockatoo 
hen was displaying toward her utterly defenseless and trusting 
neonate. 
     It never occurred to me there would come a time when I would 
have the knowledge or occasion to install a nest box camera.  A 
few years ago, I was woefully ignorant of the workings of even the 
most simplistic audio visual equipment.  But, there was also a time 
when I did not know if I could construct a flight, assemble a metal 
nest box, clean a thermal coupler on a heater, or kill a rat with my 
Red Ryder BB gun.  In keeping parrots, I have discovered over the 
years that necessity is the Mother of invention. 
     I contacted several companies before locating someone in the 
industry who did not consider my venture to be perverted.  I spoke 
with an employee at Clover Electronics (www.cloverusa.com) and 
quickly learned he and his wife also owned parrots.  Larry was 
fascinated with the scheme of installing a nest box camera.  Since 
he understood and appreciated my plan, he was able to lead me to 
the most suitable equipment to insure success without my spend-
ing a great deal of money.   
     Once the first camera arrived, Joe joined in the project and in-
stalled it inside one of the nest boxes.  Since I wanted to view the 
monitor and record activity inside the bird kitchen, we also had to 
run extensions from the camera in the Conure aviary to the 
kitchen, a distance of about l00 feet.  It was an exhilarating feeling 
to finally succeed in hooking up the components and watch the 
family on television. 
     I had several goals in mind when I began recording the nest 
box activities of three pairs of my Golden Conures.  The events 
that take place inside a pair’s nest box are often shrouded in mys-
tery.  I, and many others, want to know what actually happens dur-
ing breeding season.  Why are eggs broken?  Why are chicks not 
fed?  Why are chicks killed?  Do males incubate?  Do males feed?  
What does a hen do all day while she is incubating?  Is the male 
welcomed when he enters the nest box?  The questions to which I 
needed answers were endless. 
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     In vain, I continued to record the activities of Sherbert and Saf-
fron.  I could not think of any conceivable reason the hen would 
not begin to lay after such a protracted period of copulation.  
Where were those eggs? 
     Tangy and Tari (whose chick died) did indeed go to nest the 
first week of April, 2002.  Four fertile eggs were produced, and 
the hen was incubating them faithfully.  I finally decided I had no 
choice but to mount another camera and record footage from this 
pair.  Of course, an additional camera meant I also had to buy an-
other VCR.  On my way into town to purchase the VCR, the hosts 
of a popular talk radio show were discussing the popularity of the 
DVD player.  “Why would anyone want to buy a VCR or a VHS 
tape?” one of them laughingly asked.  I smothered the urge to call 
the station and give these comedians a piece of my mind.  I was 
now the proud owner of four VCR machines, and I was buying 
VHS tapes in l2-packs.  In my office, recorded tapes were begin-
ning to multiply like Tribbles on the Starship Enterprise. 
     Joe completed the installation of a camera in a spare nest box 
which was identical to the box with which Tangy and Tari were 
familiar.  With the exception of plugging the camera into the pig-
tail, the wiring from the aviary to the bird kitchen was also fin-
ished.  The first egg had already pipped under the hen.  I was tak-
ing a huge risk violating the privacy of this pair at a critical time in 
the chicks’ development, but it was imperative that the eggs hatch 
under the hen, not in an incubator.  I do own pairs of various spe-
cies that will feed a chick sneaked in on the sly, but I did not be-
lieve Tangy and Tari would prove that versatile.   
     On Saturday, May 3, 2002 Joe and I planned in detail the nest 
box switch of Tangy and Tari.  Each of our duties in the switch 
was synchronized down to the second.  It was vital that the exist-
ing nest box be removed and the camera-ready box be hung in a 
matter of seconds.  The plan included replacing the fertile eggs 
with infertile ones in the event the hen was alarmed by the pres-
ence of the tiny camera.   
     All of the tools needed to complete the switch were at hand—
the camera ready box replete with nesting material, wire cutters 
(all boxes are affixed to prevent accidental escapes), a padded 
bowl for the fertile eggs, a temperature-controlled brooder, and 
clear eggs saved from another pair.   
     I knocked gently upon the nest box and Tari willingly exited.  
Neither she nor the male was noticeably agitated.  I carefully re-
trieved the fertile eggs, and placed them in the padded bowl in the 
warm brooder.   
                             (Cont on page 19) 
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     I was shocked to learn how little these parrots slept in a deep 
sleep.  All three pairs that were captured on video appeared to be 
in deep sleep for periods of only about 45 minutes to one hour.  
During the intervals of wake, the parents and juvenile stretched 
wings and legs, engaged in mutual preening and feeding, and 
changed sleeping positions.  They also climbed the ladder to perch 
at the entrance of the nest box (which houses a platform).   
     Horses, like parrots, are prey animals.  Research into the sleep 
patterns of the horse has proven that they do not need as much 
deep sleep as other animals.  Do our parrots actually require l2 to 
l4 hours of sleep, or is it more in line with Nature to say parrots 
should have the opportunity to rest l2 to l4 hours?  During most 
nights, particularly when there is a full moon, I often hear many of 
my breeder parrots vocalizing in the middle of the night.  Until 
further research has been undertaken to study the sleep patterns of 
parrots, it would be grossly irresponsible for anyone to conclude 
from these observations that all species of parrots sleep at intervals 
of 45 minutes to one hour.   
     I eagerly awaited eggs from Sherbert and Saffron, but none 
were forthcoming.  It is possible that copulation in this species can 
serve as a method of retaining a close bond between the male and 
female.  I began to feel a sense of doom.  I was committed to a 
speaking engagement during the month of August which was to 
include actual footage of the interaction of adult Golden Conures 
and chicks in the nest box.  When March arrived, I had nothing but 
hundreds of hours of video footage showing the interaction of an 
adult family unit.  I needed eggs and chicks, and I needed them 
without much more delay.  
     In the meantime, I also was keeping a watch on the other fam-
ily unit of three, Raja, Risha and their youngster.  They showed 
absolutely no inclination to engage in any nesting behavior.  I did 
not really want this family to nest, because I did not know how the 
juvenile would react to eggs or neonates.  I was not in the frame of 
mind to take on any more surprises.   
     To my dismay, this project was not evolving as I expected.  In 
early April of 2002, Tangy and Tari (whose first ever chick had 
been inadvertently killed) began showing evidence that they might 
go to nest.  I had no desire to record the nest box activities from a 
pair of Golden Conures which had shown to be miserable failures 
as parents.  The purpose of my proposed presentation was to en-
courage other aviculturists to parent rear and fledge chicks.  I had 
no desire to present evidence which gave credence to other avicul-
turists’ beliefs that critically endangered parrots should not be al-
lowed to rear chicks. Page 7 

     Limited observations of the Golden Conure in the wild indicate 
the possibility that older juveniles remain with parent birds to fa-
cilitate the rearing of subsequent clutches.  Since I am one avicul-
turist that encourages parent rearing and parent fledging, I believe 
it is my responsibility to investigate new theories and to report my 
findings.   
     I also think it reasonable to believe that by studying the nesting 
habits of adult parrots in captivity, I will have a greater under-
standing of the behavior of the juveniles in a nursery setting.  And, 
it is logical to assume that studying and attempting to analyze the 
behavior of adult males and females of all species within a family 
unit may assist companion parrot owners in determining what be-
haviors may be innate and what behaviors may be learned exclu-
sively as a result of living as a companion parrot.  
     The nesting activities of three pairs of Golden Conures were 
recorded over a 6-month period.   
     Raja and Risha are a 16 year old pair of Goldens that have 
proven to be excellent parents, but have never had the opportunity 
to nest while a juvenile from a previous hatch remained a part of 
the family unit.  The unsexed juvenile living with this pair hatched 
in June of 2002. 
     I was sure my greatest chance of success would be as a result of 
the nesting of Sherbert and Saffron.  A juvenile from a previous 
year’s hatch (March of 2002) also remains a part of the family 
unit.  This family unit has experienced the rearing of a subsequent 
clutch.  The ten year old parents are a portion of my second gen-
eration birds I held back for future breeding. 
     Tangy and Tari are also some of my second generation birds.  
Their first ever chick hatched in March of 2002.  Within one hour 
of hatch, the neonate was inadvertently killed.  It is a heart 
wrenching experience to find that a hatchling has died.  I was so 
overwrought at finding the maimed chick that I pulled the remain-
ing eggs and did not allow this pair to attempt to feed another 
chick from the clutch. 
     It seems inconceivable that Golden Conures are capable of ma-
liciously killing their chicks, since by nature they are such social 
creatures.  I personally believe most incidents of failure can be 
attributed to excessive invasions of privacy or other environmental 
factors.  I also believe, especially in this situation, that some par-
enting skills are learned by trial and error, and pairs must be given 
more than one opportunity to be successful in feeding neonates. 
( Cont on page 12) 
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Our Raffle Table  
For March ‘09  
Made a total of  

$131.00  
 

Great job club!  

FEATHERS —FEATHERS  
     
     Feathers, feathers who’s got feathers?   
 

Rebecca Kline has offered to temporarily  
take over this club fund raiser.  Please con-

tinue to bring  your feathers to the club meet-
ings —give them to Rebecca -and she will put 

them on Ebay.    Thanks for all your participa-
tion  
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Happy Birthday  
To Everyone  

With a Birthday  
In April  

 

FIND POLLY’S PEANUT 
       
 Polly Parrot has lost her peanut.  
One like the one pictured  ( but 
could be much smaller) is hidden 
somewhere in our newsletter. 
      If you find it, on a piece of 
paper put your name and “I 
found the peanut on page____” 
and bring to club meeting. 
     We will draw from those 
names for a small prize. 

 
HAPPY HUNTING  

     At the same time, Joe cut the wire that secured the nest box, 
removed the box and placed it beside the camera ready box.  I took 
a few inches of her used nesting material, including some of her 
feathers, and lay it atop the fresh material.  I added the clear eggs 
and Joe hung the box and wired it to the flight.  After the pigtail 
from the camera was plugged into the extension, we hurried to the 
bird kitchen to discover if our experiment was a success or a disas-
ter. 
     In a “7” style nest box, a platform is at the entrance of the box 
which allows birds to view the nesting cavity without climbing 
down.  Tari remained on this platform for about 30 minutes before 
resuming incubation.  No harm was done since her fertile eggs 
were in the brooder.  After enough time elapsed to ensure she had 
undeniably returned to serious incubating and was not planning to 
abandon the nest, I returned her fertile eggs.  She did not seem 
affected by the presence of the camera. 
     Tangy, the male, was initially very concerned with the presence 
of the camera.  Several hours passed before he overcame his ap-
prehension and entered the nest box.  The hen called to him con-
tinuously from her nest and his urge to care for her finally con-
quered his anxiety.  For the next few hours, however, he eyed the 
camera suspiciously whenever he climbed down to the hen. 
  

Editor Note: 
The conclusion to this story will be in the May  edition of the 

Birdy Gazette. 
Make sure your membership is current so you won’t miss out.   
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MEMBER ADS  
 
Need a Spice Finch.  Call Sherry 651-6303.  
 
WANTED:  Brown -headed Poicephalis hen breeder.  Call 
Jean Pattison @ 863 -686 -4532.  
 
FOR SALE: Roosters -Call Valerie Kane @ 
863 -439 -5199  
 
Get your Hagen Prime vitamins from Golden Wings 
Products -call –  863 -858 -6739  
 
FOR SALE: Jenday Conure Pairs -$400.00 a pr.  
Call Ross Pittman 850 -206 -2034  
 

4.    If you have a website or belong to a discussion list, post 
this Alert and the PDF attachment.     Ask your friends to do 
the same. 
  
A NOTE ALL ANIMAL OWNERS, AND ESPECIALLY TO BIRD 
OWNERS 
  
Does the Pennsylvania Proposed Ban of the Nanday Conure of 
2008 ring a bell for anyone? 
  
For those bird owners who fought so hard and so well for the Nan-
day in Pennsylvania in 2008 - that was just target practice. 
  
HR 669 IS THE ANIMAL PROHIBITIONIST NUCLEAR OPTION -
 STOP IT NOW. 
  
Get your phones, emails, and faxes working and get our troops 
marching again.    We need every one of you to help again, and 
we need the help of everyone you know.   It doesn't matter if they 
own a bird, a dog, a cat, a turtle, a hamster, a fish, a snake, a ti-
ger, a monkey, or any other animal.    We are all affected by this 
bill.    Don't let the animal prohibitionists force their agenda on the 
rest of us. 
  
Thanks, 
 Genny Wall                                      Laurella Desboborough 
Attorney at Law                                 Legislative Chair 
Legislative VP, AFA, NAIA                ASA, NAIA Page 9 

IBC General Meeting Minutes -March 19, 2009  
 

     President Ramona Smith called the meeting to order 
at 7:35 Pm  The peanut drawing was won by Wanda 
Joyce.  Ramona thanked Wanda & Richard Joyce for pre-
paring the strawberries and Elaine Gray for the angel 
food cake plus Renee Joyce for the supplied shortcakes.  
     There were no visitors tonight, but we were pleased to 
see some long time members attend.  
     Everyone needs to sell or buy Grand Raffle tickets.  See 
Wanda  & Richard Joyce for these tickets.  
     We would like to remind anyone who has not renewed 
their membership to do so.  The editor has marked on 
your Birdy Gazette address label the year.  If it doesn’t 
say ‘09 you need to renew.   Renew now so you don’t miss 
out on any news or happenings.  
     The hourly raffle items continue to come in.  We would 
also like to remind everyone to have a yellow shirt to 
wear for the Expo then all vendors and visitors alike 
know we are about to ask questions and help anyone.   
     The website is updated with vendors who have selected 
spaces and where they are.  
     Some vendor checks are beginning to come in and the 
Tiger Town rent is paid.   The beginning of April we will 
contact the newspapers to advertise our Expo.  The need 
for a new IBC sign that is old and cracked was discussed.  
A motion was put on the floor by Eric Kline and seconded 
to allow the Board to spend no more that $200 for a new 
banner at their discretion.  The size that will suit our pur-
poses will be a 2’ by 10’.  
     Wanda Joyce gave the treasurer’s report.  
     Marty Dochstader spoke on behalf of Jeanne Pattison 
concerning forming a call list when any new legislation is 
being introduced or any help needed regarding confisca-
tions.  
     Jess & Elaine have made a new “Entrance”  banner-
thank you, it looks great.  
     Wanda Joyce has made three vendor badges for each 
paying booth space.  
     Rebecca Kline will donate a starter kit for the Sun Con-
ure.  Thank you, Rebecca.  
     The club wishes to thank Ramona Smith for the sand-
wiches, chips, vegetable tray and dip that were enjoyed 
by all.  
     No further business to discuss the business meeting 
was adjourned at 8:08 p.m.  
Submitted By: Valerie Kane  
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ACTION ALERT - FROM AFA, ASA, and NAIA, with  additional 
information from  PIJAC 
  
WE NEED YOUR HELP - WHETHER YOU OWN AN "EXOTIC" 
ANIMAL OR ANY OTHER ANIMAL.     
HR 669 IS SET FOR HEARING ON 4/23/09.    
WE ALL NEED TO WORK TOGETHER TO KILL  HR 669 NOW. 
  
THE ISSUE - WHAT IS HR 669? - WHAT WILL IT DO? 
  
"ONE GENERATION AND OUT" is not just limited to purebred 
dogs and cats.   Now our "non-native" species" are targets of the 
animal prohibitionist agenda.   Under HR 669, "non-native" basi-
cally means if a species of animal didn't live in the US before the 
arrival of Columbus it is "non-native", and if  HR 669 passes,  most 
non -native  species of animal  (i.e., exotic animals) 
won't  remain in the US much longer.     That means your  ex-
otic pet bird, reptile, fish, or mammal.  
  
HR 669 is a very serious and harmful  animal prohibi-
tion  proposal .   HR 669 is not needed to protect our environ-
ment.    HR 699 is the legislative equivalent of a nuclear bomb 
that is aimed at the entire US exotic pet industry,  all US exotic 
pet owners, and all exotic  animals in the US. 
  
HR 669 is  an "anti -animal  bill" .   There is no amendment that 
can fix this bill .    HR 669 will hurt everyone who owns an animal, 
and it will hurt our animals.   Breeder,  pet owner,  rescuer, reha-
bilitator, zoo, service or product  provider - it doesn't matter -
 we will all be hurt by this bill .     HR 669 needs to be killed at 
the April 23rd hearing - not amended, not "made better" - HR 
669 NEEDS TO BE KILLED .   Please contact the Representa-
tives hearing this bill NOW and ask them to KILL HR 669 (see 
below for contact information).  
  
All import, export, transport  across State lines,  selling, buy-
ing, bartering, or offering to  sell,  buy or  barter, and all breed-
ing, and release, of all non -native  species not on the 
"approved list"  will be prohibited - even by zoos, sanctuar-
ies,  and licensed breeders .    Permits authorizing 
only "importation" may be issued to "zoos, scientific research, 
medical, accredited zoological or aquarium display purposes, or 
for educational purposes that are specifically reviewed, approved, 
and verified by the Secretary".   There is no requirement 
that any permits be granted.    Even if these institutions are able 
to obtain the required permits, where will they obtain their imported 
animals 
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Imperial Bird Club 
21st Annual Bird Expo and Sale 

Sunday, April 26, 2009  

9:00 am—4:00 pm 

PLEASE NOTE:  
The Expo for 2009 is in 
the spring instead of the 

fall  
Mark your calendars so 
you don’t miss this event  

Admission $4.00 
Under 12 Free 

 
Hourly Raffles  at 

11 am, 1 pm, & 3 pm 
 

Indoor Facilities-Free parking 
 

Table Rentals Available 
Memberships Available 

Directions: 
    

Take Lakeland Hills Blvd. (SR 33) 
North from Memorial Blvd. Or 

South from 1-4 Exit 33  
(Old Exit 19) 

 
Marchant Stadium-Tigertown 

2220 N. Lake Ave. 
Lakeland, Florida 33805  

 

Grand Raffle Prizes 

 $500.00  
WalMart Gift Card  

 
Hand -fed, weaned  

Sun Conure  
With cage 

Pair of Gouldian 
Finches with cage 

For Vendor Information 
Contact: 

Debra Bernard,Vice Pres. 

(863)293-7541 
Bdebra761@aol.com 

Ramona Smith, President 

(863)858-6739 
ramonaksmith@wildblue.net 

Visit our website at 

 

www.imperialbirdclub.org 
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IBC Board Meeting Minutes -March 10, 2009  
 

     The IBC Board of Directors meeting was called to or-
der at 7:25 p.m.   In attendance were: Ramona, Fred & 
Tammy Smith, Joe Rigdon, Debra Bernard, Richard & 
Wanda Joyce, Jess Poyser, Elaine Gray, and Valerie 
Kane.  
     Ramona has the signed contract from Tiger Town for 
the Expo.  She also has the corporate papers  on file with 
the bank.  
     Vendor letters are ready to send out plus we have 
some vendors already signed up.  The outside and inside 
spaces are now on the website and numbered so there 
will be no confusion as to where any vendor is placed or 
where they would like to be set up.  Extension cords were 
discussed in case some electric outlets do not work.  
     A cage for the Sun Conure will be donated by Congo 
Express and one for the Gouldian Finches will be do-
nated by Golden Wings Products (Fred & Ramona 
Smith).  Don & Darlene Brooks of Pet World will donate 
some cages for smaller birds, 30 were requested.  
     The food vendor was discussed as to what is required 
by the city with regards to licenses.  Ramona will contact 
him again.  
     The “Entrance” banner (which looks good) has been 
made by Jess & Elaine.  The Board discussed getting a 
new banner with Imperial Bird Club and our logo on it as 
the one we have is getting old and cracked.  Measures will 
be taken to find out the cost of a new banner and will be 
brought before the general membership.  
     Our next meeting will be the Strawberry Shortcake So-
cial and Richard Joyce has that well in hand.  Elaine Gray 
is going to make some angel food cake and the shortcake 
shells will be provided by Robb & Renee Joyce through a 
vendor that supplies them.  
     Wanda Joyce gave the treasurers report.  
     Elaine Gray suggested that the board buy raffle items 
for the hourly raffle as we have fewer items this year or 
perhaps go to 2 hourly raffles.   It was discussed and the 
outcome was that we wait to see how many items come in 
between now and the April meeting.  
     Jess Poyser asked if we needed the freezer we used last 
year for ice cream and the answer was “yes”.  
     Meeting adjourned at 8:22 P.M.  
 
Submitted By: Valerie Kane , temporary Secretary  
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Habitat for many species is declining worldwide, many species are 
endangered or threatened in the wild, and many species cannot 
be imported to the US under the CITES treaty.    The result of this 
bill will be to put a stop domestic breeding of most endangered or 
threatened species in the US for zoos, conservation, or reintroduc-
tion programs.  Zoos are not immune from the animal prohibitionist 
agenda. 
  
If you "possess" a non -approved species "legally" prior to 
enactment of the law, you will be allowed to keep it, but all of the 
other restrictions pf HR 669 will still apply to your species - you will 
not be allowed to sell, transfer, transport across State lines, ex-
port, barter, trade, breed, or give that animal to anyone else.     
  
Pet owners  will not be allowed to take their non-approved pets 
with them if they move to another state, and they will not be al-
lowed to transfer them to anyone else who can care for 
them.   Those pets will be euthanized when their owners move, 
die, or can no longer keep their pets for whatever reason.   Pet 
owners and their pets are not immune from the animal prohibition-
ist agenda. 
  
"Rescue" and "sanctuary"  will not be available for any non-
approved species unless the rescue or sanctuary keeps only spe-
cies found within their respective States.    That result has 
been contemplated for years.    Rescues and Sanctuaries are not 
immune from the animal prohibitionist agenda. 
  
Any person or company manufacturing or selling food or 
products for  non -native (exotic)  species will be affected by 
this act.    If non-native (exotic) species cannot be legally pos-
sessed, bought, sold, or transferred, there will be no incentive for 
manufacturers of food, caging, and supplies for these animals to 
remain in business.   Where will non-native (exotic) animal owners 
obtain the food and materials needed to keep their animals? 
  
Freeflight of exotic birds will be prohibited . 
  
THE LEGAL DETAILS OF THIS BILL  
  
Under existing federal law, it must be shown that a species is 
harmful before it is prohibited.     That approach is reasonable, 
and has worked reasonably well for many years.    In essence, HR 
669 turns that reasonable approach on its head, and substi-
tutes the unreasonable and unjustified approach of "bomb first, 
ask questions later". 



Page 12 

HR 669 requires the government to create an "approved" list 
of "non -native"  species that will be allowed  in the US.   Any 
species not on the "approved" list will be prohibited .   Under 
HR 668 the "approved" list shall include  "nonnative wildlife spe-
cies that the Secretary finds ... based on scientific and commercial 
information .... (A) are not harmful to the United States' economy, 
the environment, or other animal species' or human health; or (B) 
may be harmful to the United States' economy, the environment, 
or other animal species' or human health, but already are so wide-
spread in the United States that it is clear to the Secretary that any 
import prohibitions or restrictions would have no practical utility 
for the United States." 
  
It takes time and money for the government to study any spe-
cies and make a "finding" .   Time and money are always in short 
supply, and are especially in short supply in this economy.   If your 
species is not included on the original "approved list", then un-
der HR 669 you can try to get your species "approved" by paying a 
fee and submitting a proposal to our government to include it on 
the "approved list".   Your proposal "must include sufficient scien-
tific and commercial information to allow the Secretary to evaluate 
whether the proposed nonnative wildlife species is likely to cause 
economic or environmental harm or harm to other animal species' 
or human health."     While your proposal is being "evaluated" 
by our government, you and your animals are still subject to 
the restrictions of HR 669.   Whether your proposal  will ever 
be granted is pure speculation.  
  
There are more than 9000 bird species, and thousands 
of  species of birds are kept  in the US.   There are many 
other non-native (exotic) species owned by animal lovers across 
the US.   How many bird or other non-native (exotic) species do 
you think our government can afford to study and determine that 
they can be added to this newly created "approved list"?    
  
If the required study can't be made of a species, and the re-
quired  finding isn't made about a species,  the animal won't 
make it to the approved list.     That  applies to  every  species of 
non -native (exotic) animal.  
  
WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP KILL HR 669 
  
Contact your Representatives NOW 
  
1.    You can use NAIA's Capwiz tool  to send an automatic email 
or fax to each of the Representatives who will hear this bill to ask 
them to KILL HR 669.     Here's the link to send your email using 
Capwiz:      <www.capwiz.com/naiatrust/ >   
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SUMMERLIN FENCE, FEED, &  
GARDEN CENTER  

909 US Hwy 17-92  
   P.O. Box 981  

Davenport, Fl. 33836  
863 -422 -4537   fax 863 -422 -9579  

FENCE  
     *  Installation or Do -It -Yourself  
     *  Chain Link  
     *  Wood  
     *  Vinyl (all types)  
     *  Barbwire & Field Fence  
     *  Aluminum  
     *  Automatic Gate Systems and Service  
FULL LINE NURSERY  
     *  Palms  
     *  Citrus Trees  
     *  Fruit Trees  
     *  Shrubs  
     *  Hanging Baskets, Annuals, 
Vegetable Plants  
PET FOOD & SUPPLIES  
     *  Purina  
     *  Bird  
     *  Dog & Cat  
     *  Chicken & Goat  
     *  Cow & Pig  
     *  Wild Bird & Backyard Friend Treats  
HARDWARE  
PVC 
LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES & DESIGNS  
CROSS TIES  
BULK MULCH & ROCK  
 
 
HABLAMOS ESPANOL  
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A lifetime of good nutrition starts with feeding your bird a 
balanced diet with all the essential nutrients he needs every 
day. Right from the start, you'll see that good nutrition 

really works.           ZuPreem 

Right from the 
start:  

KNOWLEDGE  
KORNER  

 
The smallest parrot species are the 

Pygmy Parrots, who average at 
about 8 cm in length.     
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2.    PIJAC has provided us with  a PDF flyer  which explains 
to pet owners how HR 669 will hurt all of us and our ani-
mals.    The PIJAC PDF flyer is attached to this 
email .   The PIJAC PDF flyer provides you with contact infor-
mation - use it.    Please contact your own Representatives NOW, 
and tell them to KILL HR 669.     Be polite and respectful, but be 
clear and firm in your opposition to this bill.    Be brief, and tell 
them a few reasons why you think it is a bad bill.    Short and to 
the point works best.   If you have time, you can also contact all of 
the other Representatives in your State. 
  
Write to your Representative using their contact pages on 
their websites.   Unfortunately, it is sometimes hard for us to con-
tact some of our Representatives - emails don't often go through, 
letters aren't read, and we sometimes have to write individually 
to our Representatives using the contact pages they put up on 
their websites.    PIJAC has done the work to give us links where 
needed for these contact pages for these websites so that we can 
make those contacts (see the attached PIJAC PDF flyer), and 
NAIA is making "Capwiz" available for the one-shot contact - go to 
the Capwiz webpage at <www.capwiz.com/naiatrust/ >  
  
Call and Fax your Representative  at the numbers provided on 
the attached PDF PIJAC flyer. 
  
Be sure to contact the local office of your own Representative 
by phone,  and if you can, make a personal visit.     Our con-
gressional representatives are now on recess, and will return to 
their work at the Capitol next week.    Let your Representatives' 
local offices know NOW that you want them to KILL HR 669.   If 
the local staff hear from enough constituents that they want a bill 
killed, they will let their Representatives know that their constitu-
ents hate this bill. 
  
3.    Distribute  this email,  NAIA's link,  and PIJAC's PDF 
flyer  widely to everyone you know who loves animals and 
wants to keep them in our lives .  In particular, send it to any pet 
lists you are on.   This bill will impact almost all non-native ani-
mals.   Ask them to contact the representatives and ask them to 
KILL HR 669. 
  
You can see PIJAC's earlier alert on HR 669 here:  
 <http://www.pijac.org/files/public/US_HR_669.pdf> 
  
You can see the full text of the bill here: <http://  
frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?
dbname=111_cong_bills&docid=f:h669ih.txt.pdf>   
(Cont. on P. 18) 
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     I  began recording the nesting activities of Sherbert and Saffron 
(with the juvenile) in December of 2002.  One adult spent much of 
each day in the nest box, breaking up fresh nesting material I had 
provided.  In some species, such as the Pionus, it is thought that 
the dark interior of a nesting cavity brings on hormonal changes 
that ready a hen for nesting.  I assumed this particular Golden was 
Saffron, the hen, getting ready to nest, but after checking bands I 
learned this was the male.  From his behavior, he appeared to be 
waiting for the hen to join him.   
     As I watched the interactions of these three birds in the nest 
box, it became evident that the family unit of the Golden Conure 
plays a significant role in its well being.  This was a real family!  I 
felt as if I was watching an episode from The Waltons.  The juve-
nile seemed to take great delight in entering the nest box and at-
tempting to engage in play with the male.  The male was very pa-
tient, but when he tired of the youngster’s antics he would leave 
the box, apparently knowing the juvenile would follow.  This sce-
nario replayed so many times that I quit counting.  Eventually the 
juvenile would remain outside the nest box and the hen would en-
ter.   
     Copulation between these adults began on January 3, 2003 and 
occurred several times daily, always following the same ritual.  
The juvenile was never present during copulation.  The mating act 
itself lasted several minutes, and during the act the hen emitted a 
very low humming noise.  When the act was complete, the male 
rested as if in a trance while the hen vocalized demurely.   
     At other times, while the trio interacted in the nest box, the un-
sexed juvenile continued to solicit feeding from the parents.  The 
juvenile would roll on its back with infantile jubilation, inspecting 
its toes and attempting to play with the tail feathers of the parent 
birds.  Occasionally the parents would wrestle good-naturedly 
with the youngster.  Corporal punishment was also administered as 
the parent birds deemed necessary. 
     At bedtime, it was evident that life with a “teenager” can be 
trying and downright aggravating.  While the parent birds were 
ready to retire for the night, the juvenile considered it an ideal time 
for more tussling.  When the parents became weary of the young-
ster’s games, they would exit the nest box, wait a few minutes, and 
reenter.  The youngster always followed its parents’ lead and 
eventually the trio would settle in for a night of slumber. 
 
                                                               (Cont on page 20) Page 15 

301 West Maple St. 
Davenport, Florida  

SAMANTHA DIERKER * JACKIE SUMMER-
LIN 

           863-421-0827 1-888-335-1287 

      

The Hotel Tea Room & Flower Corner  
is a Tea Room that offers: 

�x�� Lunch Monday thru Friday 11:30 am to 1:00 pm.           
Reservations Requested.  

�x�� Big Parties Reservations Required. 
�x�� Tuesday night Dinner 6:00 pm Reservations re-

quired. 
�x�� Intimate Wedding,  Bridal/Baby shower, specialty 

parties & Tea parties available upon request. 
�x�� We also have a Gift Shop that offers unique gifts 

for anyone Big or Small plus a Full Service Flo-
rist.  

�x�� Our Flower Shop can accommodate any of your 
flower needs. We deliver to all surrounding Com-
munities. Our Flower Shop hours are Monday thru 
Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm. 

 
 
 
                                                                       
                                                                                                                04-08 

       The Hotel 

Tea Room & Flower Corner 
Flowers * Gifts * Collectibles 
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