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The Imperial Bird Club
meets the third Thursday of
each month at the VFW Hall
of Auburndale, 241 Lake Ave.
East, Auburndale. Doors
open at 7:00 p.m. and the
meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.
The Board Meeting is held
the second Tuesday of the
month. The location of the
Board Meeting is Denny’s in
Haines City at the I-4 Exit
and starts at 7:00 p.m. All
club members are welcome to
attend and all board mem-
bers are required to attend
the Board Meetings. Contact
Ramona Smith, President for
more information.

Club Raffle Table

The Club raffle table is to-
tally member supported.
If you win a prize, at the
next meeting, bring a prize
of equal value for the ta-
ble. Of course, you can
always bring something
for the raffle table. Every-
body is happy if they win a
little something and as we
all contribute it will con-
tinue spreading happi-
nessamong our member-
ship.
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Club Objectives

1. Toensurethe preser-
vation and propaga-
tion of non-native
cagebirds in the
United States.

2. Tofurther the Science
of Aviculture.

3. Toexchangethe
knowledge, informa-
tion, and experi-
encesrelated to cage
birds.

4. Toeducatethe general
public on Avian mat-
ters.

The opinions expressed
in the Birdy Gazetteare
not necessarilythose of
the Imperial Bird Club
or the editorial staff.
The Imperial Bird Club
and its staff assumeno
responsibility for claims
of our advertisers or for
the quality of goodsor
servicesthe advertisers
provide. We regret if
mistakes are made, how-
ever IBC is responsible
only for corrections of
errors.
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To contact the Editor:
ramonaksmith@wildblue.net

Pleasenote: This is a new e-mail address

This could be your last newsletter

Remember to renew your
membership

renewed.
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if you haven't




Front cover: Golden Conure-Queenof Bavaria

Meeting date is April 16,2009

We will befinalizing the last minute plans for

our Expo on Sun.April 26th

Comeprepared to tell uswhat you will be

responsibleto do.

We need“EVERY ONE” of our membersto

participate.

SEE YOU THERE!
VFW Hall —241 Lake Ave. East
Auburndale, Fl.

GolderWings

Macaws—Cockatoo’'s—Amazons—Hyacinth’s
RoseBreasted—-Golden Conures
Major Mitchell Cockatoo’s

_ 8638586739
Fred & RamonaSmith fredsmith@wildblue.net
Lakeland, Florida
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MemberClub MemberClub

Club Affiliations
AFA Reps (2) Fred Smith & Debra
Bernard
FFA Reps(2) Richard Pearson & Debra
Bernard
FFA President Marty Dochstader

Bird Club Officers

President - Ramona Smith -863 -858 -6739
Vice President - Debra Bernard 863 -293-7541
Treasurer - Wanda Joyce -863 -676-0091
Secretary -Sherry Rigdon -407 -365-2986
Director -Richard Joyce -863 -676-0091
Director -Jess Poyser -863 -422 -2028

Director -Valerie Kane -863-439-5199

Director -Elaine Gray -863 -422 -2028

AFA Regional Director -Florida, Puerto Rico,
Virgin Islands -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739

IBC Committees
Expo Chairman —Debra Bernard 863 -293-7541
Librarian -Gloria Boughton & Lois Wygonik
Historian -Rebecca Kline -863 -450 -6772
Legislation -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739
Publicity -Rich Long -863 -646 -7776
Food Chair -Valerie Kane -863 -439 -5199
Hospitality -Jess Poyser & Elaine Gray
Parliamentarian  -Eric Kline -863 -450 -6772

The Imperial Bird Club will refuse to accept adver-
tising from anyone convicted BRY¥FBRd related
crime .



IMPERIAL BIRD CLUB
14710BRAHMA RD.
POLK CITY, FL. 338686703
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
2009

Name: Date

Address:
City/State/Zip
Phone:( )
Cell #:
E-Mail Address:

Are you a breeder or pet owner?

Topicsfor programs that would be of interest to
you:

Was our club recommendedto you, and if so,by whom?

Applicants Signature

Checkcorrect box:
New Membership
RenewalMembership
Checkcorrect box:

Family (2 votes)$20.00
Single (1 vote) $15.00

Duesare for one(1) calendar year starting January 1, of
the year paid. Membership must be renewed
annually to retain club privileges.
Comelearn and havefun with us!
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Messagdrom your
President

HAPPY EASTER-HAPPY SPRING

The month that we have been working
towards has finally arrived. It's time for us to
band together and have another “successful”
Expo.

If you haven't made your raffle donation,
gotten your Grand Raffle tickets to sell,
spread the word about our Expo then you
need to do so right away.

We will be discussing the final plans at our
meeting, Thursday, April 16th, 2009. Make
your plans now to be there and tell us what
you plan to take responsibility  for.

| want to personally thank those that have
been working diligently behind the scenes to
get things needed and lined up so well.

Go on our website to see who has made
contributions  to our raffle so far to help us in
educating the public and furthering research

on Avian matters.
Look forward to seeing
everyone on Thursday.

Ramon&mith
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INSIDE THE NESTBOX OF THE GOLDEN CONURE
By NancySpeed

Thefirst time | hadthe opportunityto view footageof par-
rots inside the nest box took placein 1996 at a conventionin
which Katy McElroy wasa featuredspeaker.| cannotrecall any-
thing Katy said during her presentationpecausel was lost in
amazemenas| witnessedhe affectionandtenderness cockatoo
hen was displaying toward her utterly defenselessand trusting
neonate.

It neveroccurredio metherewould comeatime whenl would
havethe knowledgeor occasionto install a nestbox camera. A
few yearsago,| waswoefully ignorantof theworkingsof eventhe
mostsimplisticaudiovisualequipment.But, therewasalsoatime
whenl did notknow if | could constructa flight, assemble metal
nestbox, cleana thermalcoupleron a heateror kill aratwith my
RedRyderBB gun. In keepingparrots,| havediscoveremverthe
yearsthatnecessitys the Motherof invention.

| contactedseveralcompaniesheforelocating someondn the
industrywho did not considemmy ventureto be perverted.| spoke
with anemployeeat Clover Electronics(www.cloverusa.copnand
quickly learnedhe and his wife also owned parrots. Larry was
fascinatedwith the schemeof installing a nestbox camera. Since
he understoocandappreciatedny plan, he wasableto lead meto
the mostsuitableequipmento insuresuccessvithout my spend-
ing agreatdealof money.

Oncethefirst cameraarrived,Joejoinedin the projectandin-
stalledit insideone of the nestboxes. Sincel wantedto view the
monitorandrecordactivity insidethe bird kitchen,we alsohadto
run extensionsfrom the camerain the Conure aviary to the
kitchen,a distanceof aboutl00 feet. It wasanexhilaratingfeeling
to finally succeedn hooking up the componentsand watch the
family ontelevision.

I had severalgoalsin mind when| beganrecordingthe nest
box activities of three pairs of my GoldenConures. The events
thattakeplaceinsidea pair’'s nestbox are often shroudedn mys-
tery. I, andmanyothers,wantto know whatactuallyhappengur-
ing breedingseason.Why are eggsbroken? Why are chicks not
fed? Why arechickskilled? Do malesincubate?Do malesfeed?
What doesa hendo all day while sheis incubating? Is the male
welcomedwhenhe entersthe nestbox? The questiongo which |
neededainswersvereendless.
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In vain, | continuedto recordthe activitiesof Sherberand Saf-
fron. | could not think of any conceivablereasonthe henwould
not begin to lay after such a protractedperiod of copulation.
Wherewerethoseeggs?

Tangy and Tari (whosechick died) did indeedgo to nestthe
first week of April, 2002. Four fertile eggswere produced,and
the henwasincubatingthemfaithfully. | finally decidedl hadno
choicebut to mountanothercameraand recordfootagefrom this
pair. Of courseanadditionalcamerameantl alsohadto buy an-
otherVCR. On my way into town to purchaseghe VCR, the hosts
of a populartalk radio showwerediscussinghe popularityof the
DVD player. “Why would anyonewantto buy a VCR or a VHS
tape?”oneof themlaughinglyasked. | smotheredhe urgeto call
the stationand give thesecomediansa pieceof my mind. | was
now the proud owner of four VCR machinesand | was buying
VHS tapesin 12-packs. In my office, recordedtapeswere begin-
ning to multiply like Tribbleson the StarshipEnterprise.

Joecompletedthe installationof a camerain a sparenestbox
which wasidenticalto the box with which Tangy and Tari were
familiar. With the exceptionof pluggingthe cameranto the pig-
tail, the wiring from the aviary to the bird kitchenwas also fin-
ished. Thefirst egghadalreadypippedunderthe hen. | wastak-
ing ahugerisk violatingthe privacyof this pair ata critical timein
the chicks’ developmentbut it wasimperativethatthe eggshatch
underthe hen,notin anincubator. | do own pairsof variousspe-
ciesthatwill feeda chick sneakedn on thesly, but | did not be-
lieve TangyandTari would provethatversatile.

On SaturdayMay 3, 2002 Joeand| plannedin detail the nest
box switch of Tangyand Tari. Eachof our dutiesin the switch
wassynchronizedlown to the second. It wasvital that the exist-
ing nestbox be removedand the camerareadybox be hungin a
matterof seconds. The plan includedreplacingthe fertile eggs
with infertile onesin the eventthe henwas alarmedby the pres-
enceof thetiny camera.

All of thetools neededo completethe switch were at hand—
the camerareadybox repletewith nestingmaterial,wire cutters
(all boxesare affixed to preventaccidentalescapes)a padded
bowl for the fertile eggs,a temperatureontrolled brooder,and
cleareggssavedrom anothermpair.

I knockedgentlyuponthe nestbox andTari willingly exited.
Neithershenorthe malewasnoticeablyagitatez%I carefullyre-
trievedthefertile eggs,andplacedthemin t??eepaddeobowl in the

warmbrooder.
(Contonpagel9)



| wasshockedto learnhow little theseparrotssleptin a deep
sleep. All threepairsthat were capturedon video appearedo be
in deepsleepfor periodsof only about45 minutesto one hour.
During the intervals of wake, the parentsand juvenile stretched
wings and legs, engagedin mutual preeningand feeding, and
changedsleepingpositions. Theyalsoclimbedtheladderto perch
attheentranceof the nestbox (which houses platform).

Horses like parrots,are prey animals. Researchnto the sleep
patternsof the horsehas proventhat they do not needas much
deepsleepasotheranimals. Do our parrotsactuallyrequire 12 to
I4 hoursof sleep,or is it morein line with Natureto say parrots
shouldhavethe opportunityto rest12 to 14 hours? During most
nights,particularlywhenthereis afull moon,| oftenhearmanyof
my breederparrotsvocalizingin the middle of the night. Until
furtherresearcthasbeenundertakeno studythe sleeppatternsof
parrots,it would be grosslyirresponsiblefor anyoneto conclude
from theseobservationshatall specieof parrotssleepatintervals
of 45 minutesto onehour.

| eagerlyawaitedeggsfrom Sherbertand Saffron, but none
wereforthcoming. It is possiblethatcopulationin this speciesan
serveasa methodof retaininga closebondbetweerthe maleand
female. | beganto feel a senseof doom. | wascommittedto a
speakingengagementiuring the month of Augustwhich wasto
include actualfootageof the interactionof adult GoldenConures
andchicksin thenestbox. WhenMarcharrived,| hadnothingbut
hundredsof hoursof video footageshowingthe interactionof an
adult family unit. | neededeggsand chicks,and | neededthem
without muchmoredelay.

In the meantime] alsowaskeepinga watchon the otherfam-
ily unit of three,Raja, Rishaand their youngster. They showed
absolutelyno inclinationto engagen any nestingbehavior. | did
not really wantthis family to nest,because did not know how the
juvenilewould reactto eggsor neonates.| wasnotin theframeof
mind to takeon anymoresurprises.

To my dismay,this projectwasnot evolvingas| expected.In
early April of 2002, Tangy and Tari (whosefirst ever chick had
beeninadvertenthkilled) beganshowingevidencethatthey might
go to nest. | hadno desireto recordthe nestbox activitiesfrom a
pair of GoldenConureswhich hadshownto be miserablefailures
asparents. The purposeof my proposedpresentatiorwasto en-
c%uragz%otheravicuIturiststo parentrearandfledgechicks. | had
no U8sireto presenevidencewnhich gavecredenceo otheravicul-
turists’ beliefsthat critically endangeregarrotsshouldnot be al-
lowedto rearchicks.

Limited observation®f the GoldenConurein the wild indicate
the possibility that older juvenilesremainwith parentbirds to fa-
cilitate the rearingof subsequentiutches. Sincel amoneavicul-
turist thatencourageparentrearingand parentfledging, | believe
it is my responsibilityto investigatenewtheoriesandto reportmy
findings.

| alsothink it reasonabl&o believethatby studyingthe nesting
habits of adult parrotsin captivity, | will have a greaterunder-
standingof the behaviorof the juvenilesin anurserysetting. And,
it is logical to assumehat studyingand attemptingto analyzethe
behaviorof adultmalesandfemalesof all specieswithin a family
unit may assistcompanionparrotownersin determiningwhat be-
haviorsmay be innateand what behaviorsmay be learnedexclu-
sivelyasaresultof living asacompaniorparrot.

The nestingactivities of three pairs of Golden Conureswere
recordedbvera6-monthperiod.

Raja and Rishaare a 16 year old pair of Goldensthat have
provento be excellentparentsput haveneverhadthe opportunity
to nestwhile a juvenile from a previoushatchremaineda part of
thefamily unit. Theunsexeduvenileliving with this pair hatched
in Juneof 2002.

| wassuremy greatesthanceof successvould be asaresultof
the nestingof Sherbertand Saffron. A juvenile from a previous
year's hatch (March of 2002) also remainsa part of the family
unit. This family unit hasexperiencedherearingof a subsequent
clutch. Thetenyearold parentsarea portion of my secondgen-
erationbirds| heldbackfor futurebreeding.

Tangyand Tari are also someof my secondgeneratiorbirds.
Their first everchick hatchedn March of 2002. Within onehour
of hatch, the neonatewas inadvertentlykilled. It is a heart
wrenchingexperienceo find that a hatchlinghasdied. | wasso
overwroughfat finding the maimedchick that| pulled the remain-
ing eggsand did not allow this pair to attemptto feed another
chick from the clutch.

It seemsnconceivablghat GoldenConuresarecapableof ma-
liciously killing their chicks, sinceby naturethey are suchsocial
creatures. | personallybelieve mostincidentsof failure can be
attributedto excessivenvasionsof privacyor otherenvironmental
factors. | alsobelieve,especiallyin this situation,that somepar-
entingskills arelearnedby trial anderror,andpairsmustbe given

morethanoneopportunityto be successfuin feedingneonates.
( Contonpagel?)
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Our Raffle Table

For March ‘09

Made a total of
$131.00

Great job club!

FEATHERS —FEATHERS
Feathers, feathers who’s got feathers?

Rebecca Kline has offered to temporarily
take over this club fund raiser. Please con-
tinue to bring your feathers to the club meet-
ings —give them to Rebecca -and she will put
them on Ebay. Thanks for all your participa-
tion
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At the sametime, Joe cut the wire that securedthe nestbox,
removedhebox andplacedit besidethe cameraeadybox. | took
a few inchesof her usednestingmaterial,including someof her
feathersandlay it atopthe freshmaterial. | addedthe cleareggs
andJoehungthe box andwired it to the flight. After the pigtail
from the cameravaspluggedinto the extensionwe hurriedto the
bird kitchento discovelrif our experimentvasasucces®r adisas-
ter.

In a“7” stylenestbox, a platformis at the entranceof the box
which allows birds to view the nestingcavity without climbing
down. Tari remainedn this platformfor about30 minuteshefore
resumingincubation. No harm was done since her fertile eggs
werein the brooder. After enoughtime elapsedo ensureshehad
undeniablyreturnedto seriousincubatingandwasnot planningto
abandonthe nest,| returnedher fertile eggs. Shedid not seem
affectedby the presencef thecamera.

Tangy,themale,wasinitially very concernedvith the presence
of the camera. Severalhourspassedeforehe overcamehis ap-
prehensiorand enteredthe nestbox. The hencalledto him con-
tinuously from her nestand his urge to carefor her finally con-
gueredhis anxiety. For the nextfew hours,however he eyedthe
camerasuspiciouslywhenevehe climbeddownto thehen.

Editor Note:
Theconclusionto this storywill bein theMay editionof the
Birdy Gazette.
Make sureyour membershigs currentsoyou won’t missout.

FIND POLLY’S PEANUT Happy Birthday
To Everyone
Polly Parrot haslost her peanut. With a Birthday

Onelike the onepictured ( but
could be much smaller) is hidden
somewherein our newsletter.

If youfind it, on a pieceof
paper put your nameand “I
found the peanutonpage "
and bring to club meeting.

We will draw from those
namesfor a small prize.

In April

HAPPY HUNTING
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MEMBER ADS

Need a Spice Finch. Call Sherry 651-6303.

WANTED: Brown -headed Poicephalis hen breeder. Call
Jean Pattison @ 863 -686 -4532.

FOR SALE: Roosters -Call Valerie Kane @
863 -439 -5199

Get your Hagen Prime vitamins from Golden Wings
Products -call — 863 -858 -6739

FOR SALE: Jenday Conure Pairs -$400.00 a pr.
Call Ross Pittman 850 -206 -2034

4. If you have a website or belong to a discussion list, post
this Alert and the PDF attachment.  Ask your friends to do
the same.

A NOTE ALL ANIMAL OWNERS, AND ESPECIALLY TO BIRD
OWNERS

Does the Pennsylvania Proposed Ban of the Nanday Conure of
2008 ring a bell for anyone?

For those bird owners who fought so hard and so well for the Nan-
day in Pennsylvania in 2008 - that was just target practice.

HR 669 IS THE ANIMAL PROHIBITIONIST NUCLEAR OPTION -
STOP IT NOW.

Get your phones, emails, and faxes working and get our troops
marching again. We need every one of you to help again, and
we need the help of everyone you know. It doesn't matter if they
own a bird, a dog, a cat, a turtle, a hamster, a fish, a snake, a ti-
ger, a monkey, or any other animal. We are all affected by this
bill. Don't let the animal prohibitionists force their agenda on the
rest of us.

Thanks,

Genny Wall Laurella Desboborough
Attorney at Law Legislative Chair
Legislative VP, AFA, NAIA ASA, NAIA
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IBC General Meeting Minutes -March 19, 2009

President Ramona Smith called the meeting to order
at 7:35 Pm The peanut drawing was won by Wanda
Joyce. Ramona thanked Wanda & Richard Joyce for pre-
paring the strawberries and Elaine Gray for the angel
food cake plus Renee Joyce for the supplied shortcakes.

There were no visitors tonight, but we were pleased to
see some long time members attend.

Everyone needs to sell or buy Grand Raffle tickets. See
Wanda & Richard Joyce for these tickets.

We would like to remind anyone who has not renewed
their membership to do so. The editor has marked on
your Birdy Gazette address label the year. If it doesn't
say ‘09 you need to renew. Renew now so you don't miss
out on any news or happenings.

The hourly raffle items continue to come in. We would
also like to remind everyone to have ayellow shirt to
wear for the Expo then all vendors and visitors alike
know we are about to ask questions and help anyone.

The website is updated with vendors who have selected
spaces and where they are.

Some vendor checks are beginning to come in and the
Tiger Town rent is paid. The beginning of April we will
contact the newspapers to advertise our Expo. The need
for anew IBC sign that is old and cracked was discussed.
A motion was put on the floor by Eric Kline and seconded
to allow the Board to spend no more that $200 for a new
banner at their discretion. The size that will suit our pur-
poses will be a2’ by 10'.

Wanda Joyce gave the treasurer's report.

Marty Dochstader spoke on behalf of Jeanne Pattison
concerning forming acall list when any new legislation is
being introduced or any help needed regarding confisca-
tions.

Jess & Elaine have made anew “Entrance”  banner-
thank you, it looks great.

Wanda Joyce has made three vendor badges for each
paying booth space.

Rebecca Kline will donate a starter kit for the Sun Con-
ure. Thank you, Rebecca.

The club wishes to thank Ramona Smith for the sand-
wiches, chips, vegetable tray and dip that were enjoyed
by all.

No further business to discuss the business meeting

was adjourned at 8:08 p.m. Page 9
Submitted By: Valerie Kane



ACTION ALERT - FROM AFA, ASA, and NAIA, with additional
information from PIJAC

WE NEED YOUR HELP - WHETHER YOU OWN AN "EXOTIC"
ANIMAL OR ANY OTHER ANIMAL.

HR 669 IS SET FOR HEARING ON 4/23/09.

WE ALL NEED TO WORK TOGETHER TO KILL HR 669 NOW.

THE ISSUE - WHAT IS HR 669? - WHAT WILL IT DO?

"ONE GENERATION AND OUT" is not just limited to purebred
dogs and cats. Now our "non-native" species" are targets of the
animal prohibitionist agenda. Under HR 669, "non-native" basi-
cally means if a species of animal didn't live in the US before the
arrival of Columbus it is "non-native", and if HR 669 passes, most
non -native species of animal (i.e., exotic animals)

won't remain in the US much longer. That means your ex-
otic pet bird, reptile, fish, or mammal.

HR 669 is a very serious and harmful animal prohibi-

tion proposal . HR 669 is not needed to protect our environ-
ment. HR 699 is the legislative equivalent of a nuclear bomb
that is aimed at the entire US exotic pet industry, all US exotic
pet owners, and all exotic animals in the US.

HR 669 is an "anti -animal bill" . There is no amendment that
can fix _this bill. HR 669 will hurt everyone who owns an animal,
and it will hurt our animals. Breeder, pet owner, rescuer, reha-
bilitator, zoo, service or product provider - it doesn't matter -
we will all be hurt by this bill. HR 669 needs to be killed at
the April 23rd hearing - not amended, not "made better" - HR
669 NEEDS TO BE KILLED. Please contact the Representa-
tives hearing this bill NOW and ask them to KILL HR 669 (see
below for contact information).

All import, export, transport across State lines, selling, buy-
ing, bartering, or offering to sell, buy or barter, and all breed-
ing, and release, of all non-native species not on the
"approved list" will be prohibited - even by zoos, sanctuar-
ies, and licensed breeders. Permits authorizing

only "importation" may be issued to "zoos, scientific research,
medical, accredited zoological or aquarium display purposes, or
for educational purposes that are specifically reviewed, approved,
and verified by the Secretary”. There is no requirement

that any permits be granted. Even if these institutions are able
to obtain the required permits, where will they obtain their imported
animals
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Imperial Bird Club

21st Annual Bird Expo and Sale

Sunday, April 26, 2009
9:00 am—4:00 pm

Grand Raffle Prizes

$500.00
PLEASE NOTE: i
The Expo for 2009 is in WalMart  Gift Card
the spring instead of the
fall
Mark your calendars so Hand -fed, weaned
you don’t miss this event Sun Conure
. With cage
Admission$4.00 . )
Under12 Free Pair of Gouldian

Finches with cage

HourlyRaffles at For VendorInformation

11 am,1pm,& 3 pm

Contact:
Indoor FacilitiesFreeparking Debra Bernard,Vice Pres.
. 863)2937541
TableRentalsAvailable (
MembershipsAvailable Bdebra761@aol.com
— RamonaSmith, President
Directions: (863)8586739

TakeLakelandHills Blvd. (SR33) | ramonaksmith@wildblue.net
North from Memorial Blvd. Or
Southfrom 1-4 Exit33 Visit our website at
(OIdEXxit19)

Marchant Stadium-Tigertown www.imperialbirdclub.org
2220 N.LakeAve. '

Lakeland,Florida33805
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IBC Board Meeting Minutes -March 10, 2009

The IBC Board of Directors meeting was called to or-
der at 7:25 p.m. In attendance were: Ramona, Fred &
Tammy Smith, Joe Rigdon, Debra Bernard, Richard &
Wanda Joyce, Jess Poyser, Elaine Gray, and Valerie
Kane.

Ramona has the signed contract from Tiger Town for
the Expo. She also has the corporate papers on file with
the bank.

Vendor letters are ready to send out plus we have
some vendors already signed up. The outside and inside
spaces are now on the website and numbered so there
will be no confusion asto where any vendor is placed or
where they would like to be set up. Extension cords were
discussed in case some electric outlets do not work.

A cage for the Sun Conure will be donated by Congo
Express and one for the Gouldian Finches will be do-
nated by Golden Wings Products (Fred & Ramona
Smith). Don & Darlene Brooks of Pet World will donate
some cages for smaller birds, 30 were requested.

The food vendor was discussed asto what is required
by the city with regards to licenses. Ramona will contact
him again.

The “Entrance” banner (which looks good) has been
made by Jess & Elaine. The Board discussed getting a
new banner with Imperial Bird Club and our logo on it as
the one we have is getting old and cracked. Measures will
be taken to find out the cost of a new banner and will be
brought before the general membership.

Our next meeting will be the Strawberry Shortcake So-
cial and Richard Joyce has that well in hand. Elaine Gray
is going to make some angel food cake and the shortcake
shells will be provided by Robb & Renee Joyce through a
vendor that supplies them.

Wanda Joyce gave the treasurers report.

Elaine Gray suggested that the board buy raffle items
for the hourly raffle as we have fewer items this year or
perhaps go to 2 hourly raffles. It was discussed and the
outcome was that we wait to see how many items come in
between now and the April meeting.

Jess Poyser asked if we needed the freezer we used last
year for ice cream and the answer was “yes”.

Meeting adjourned at 8:22 P.M.

Su:bag@eyg By: Valerie Kane ,temporary Secretary

Habitat for many species is declining worldwide, many species are
endangered or threatened in the wild, and many species cannot
be imported to the US under the CITES treaty. The result of this
bill will be to put a stop domestic breeding of most endangered or
threatened species in the US for zoos, conservation, or reintroduc-
tion programs. Zoos are not immune from the animal prohibitionist
agenda.

If you "possess" a non-approved species "legally" prior to
enactment of the law, you will be allowed to keep it, but all of the
other restrictions pf HR 669 will still apply to your species - you will
not be allowed to sell, transfer, transport across State lines, ex-
port, barter, trade, breed, or give that animal to anyone else.

Pet owners will not be allowed to take their non-approved pets
with them if they move to another state, and they will not be al-
lowed to transfer them to anyone else who can care for

them. Those pets will be euthanized when their owners move,
die, or can no longer keep their pets for whatever reason. Pet
owners and their pets are not immune from the animal prohibition-
ist agenda.

"Rescue" and "sanctuary" will not be available for any non-
approved species unless the rescue or sanctuary keeps only spe-
cies found within their respective States. That result has

been contemplated for years. Rescues and Sanctuaries are not
immune from the animal prohibitionist agenda.

Any person or company manufacturing or selling food or
products for non-native (exotic) species will be affected by
this act. If non-native (exotic) species cannot be legally pos-
sessed, bought, sold, or transferred, there will be no incentive for
manufacturers of food, caging, and supplies for these animals to
remain in business. Where will non-native (exotic) animal owners
obtain the food and materials needed to keep their animals?

Freeflight of exotic birds will be prohibited .

THE LEGAL DETAILS OF THIS BILL

Under existing federal law, it must be shown that a species is
harmful before it is prohibited. = That approach is reasonable,
and has worked reasonably well for many years. In essence, HR
669 turns that reasonable approach on its head, and substi-

tutes the unreasonable and unjustified approach of "bomb first,
ask questions later". Page 11



HR 669 requires the government to create an "approved" list SUMMERLIN FENCE, FEED, &

of "non -native" species that will be allowed in the US. Any

species not on the "approved" list will be prohibited . Under GARDEN CENTER

HR 668 the "approved" list shall include "nonnative wildlife spe- 909 US Hwy 17-92

cies that the Secretary finds ... based on scientific and commercial P.O. Box 981

information .... (A) are not harmful to the United States' economy, Davenport, Fl. 33836

the environment, or other animal species' or human health; or (B) 863 -422 -4537 ’fax 863 -422 -9579

may be harmful to the United States' economy, the environment,

or other animal species' or human health, but already are so wide- FE*NCE .
spread in the United States that it is clear to the Secretary that any . Icr;ks}tz'illatll_an or Do-lt-Yourself
import prohibitions or restrictions would have no practical utility * W alg In
for the United States." N /00
Vinyl (all types)
*

Barbwire & Field Fence

* Aluminum

* Automatic Gate Systems and Service
FULL LINE NURSERY

It takes time and money for the government to study any spe-
cies and make a "finding" . Time and money are always in short
supply, and are especially in short supply in this economy. If your
species is not included on the original "approved list", then un-

der HR 669 you can try to get your species "approved" by paying a : Pglms
fee and submitting a proposal to our government to include it on . IC::|tr_us TTrees
the "approved list". Your proposal "must include sufficient scien- . SLurllEbs rees

tific and commercial information to allow the Secretary to evaluate

whether the proposed nonnative wildlife species is likely to cause
: : : e Vegetable Plants

economic or environmental harm or harm to other animal species

or human health." While your proposal is being "evaluated" PE;I- FOQD & SUPPLIES

by our government, you and your animals are still subject to Purina

* Hanging Baskets, Annuals,

the restrictions of HR 669. Whether your proposal will ever * Bird
be granted is pure speculation. * Dog & Cat
* Chicken & Goat
There are more than 9000 bird species, and thousands * Cow & Pig
of species of birds are kept in the US. There are many * Wild Bird & Backyard Friend Treats
other non-native (exotic) species owned by animal lovers across HARDWARE
the US. How many bird or other non-native (exotic) species do PVC
you think our governme_nt can afford to sEudy and de_te'r|m|ne that LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES & DESIGNS
they can be added to this newly created "approved list"? CROSS TIES

If the required study can't be made of a species, and the re- BULK MULCH & ROCK

quired finding isn't made about a species, the animal won't
make it to the approved list. That applies to every species of

non -native (exotic) animal. HABLAMOS ESPANOL
WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP KILL HR 669

Contact your Representatives NOW

1. You can use NAIA's Capwiz tool to send an automatic email
o f€tb%ach of the Representatives who will hear this bill to ask
them to KILL HR 669. Here's the link to send your email using
Capwiz:  <www.capwiz.com/naiatrust/ >




KNOWLEDGE
KORNER

The smallestparrot speciesare the
Pygmy Parrots, who averageat
about 8 cmin length.

Right from the
start:

A lifetime of goodnutrition startswith feedingyour bird a
balanceddiet with all the essentiahutrientshe needsevery
day. Right from the start, you'll seethat good nutrition

really works. ZuPreem
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2. PIJAC has provided us with a PDF flyer which explains

to pet owners how HR 669 will hurt all of us and our ani-

mals. The PIJAC PDF flyer is attached to this

email. The PIJAC PDF flyer provides you with contact infor-
mation - use it. Please contact your own Representatives NOW,
and tell them to KILL HR 669. Be polite and respectful, but be
clear and firm in your opposition to this bill.  Be brief, and tell
them a few reasons why you think it is a bad bill.  Short and to
the point works best. If you have time, you can also contact all of
the other Representatives in your State.

Write to your Representative using their contact pages on
their websites. Unfortunately, it is sometimes hard for us to con-
tact some of our Representatives - emails don't often go through,
letters aren't read, and we sometimes have to write individually

to our Representatives using the contact pages they put up on
their websites. PIJAC has done the work to give us links where
needed for these contact pages for these websites so that we can
make those contacts (see the attached PIJAC PDF flyer), and
NAIA is making "Capwiz" available for the one-shot contact - go to
the Capwiz webpage at <www.capwiz.com/naiatrust/ >

Call and Fax your Representative at the numbers provided on
the attached PDF PIJAC flyer.

Be sure to contact the local office of your own Representative
by phone, and if you can, make a personal visit. =~ Our con-
gressional representatives are now on recess, and will return to
their work at the Capitol next week. Let your Representatives'
local offices know NOW that you want them to KILL HR 669. If
the local staff hear from enough constituents that they want a bill
killed, they will let their Representatives know that their constitu-
ents hate this bill.

3. Distribute this email, NAIA's link, and PIJAC's PDF

flyer widely to everyone you know who loves animals and
wants to keep them in our lives. In particular, send it to any pet
lists you are on. This bill will impact almost all non-native ani-
mals. Ask them to contact the representatives and ask them to
KILL HR 669.

You can see PIJAC's earlier alert on HR 669 here:
<http://www.pijac.org/files/public/US _HR_669.pdf>

You can see the full text of the bill here: <http://
frwebqate.access.qpo.qov/cqi—bin/cletdocf@g.’e 13

dbname=111 cong_bills&docid=f:h669ih.txt.pd>
(Cont. on P. 18)




I beganrecordingthe nestingactivitiesof Sherberand Saffron
(with thejuvenile)in Decembenf 2002. Oneadultspentmuchof
eachday in the nestbox, breakingup freshnestingmateriall had
provided. In somespeciessuchasthe Pionus,it is thoughtthat
the dark interior of a nestingcavity brings on hormonalchanges
thatreadya henfor nesting. | assumedhis particularGoldenwas
Saffron,the hen, gettingreadyto nest,but after checkingbandsl
learnedthis wasthe male. From his behavior,he appearedo be
waiting for the hento join him.

As | watchedthe interactionsof thesethreebirds in the nest
box, it becameevidentthat the family unit of the GoldenConure
playsa significantrole in its well being. Thiswasa realfamily! |
felt asif | waswatchingan episodefrom The Waltons Thejuve-
nile seemedo take greatdelightin enteringthe nestbox and at-
temptingto engagdn play with the male. The malewasvery pa-
tient, but when he tired of the youngster'santicshe would leave
the box, apparenthyknowingthe juvenilewould follow. This sce-
narioreplayedso manytimesthat! quit counting. Eventuallythe
juvenile would remainoutsidethe nestbox andthe henwould en-
ter.

Copulationbetweertheseadultsbeganon January3, 2003and
occurredseveraltimes daily, always following the sameritual.
Thejuvenile wasneverpreseniduring copulation. The matingact
itself lastedseveralminutes,and during the act the hen emitteda
very low hummingnoise. Whenthe act wascomplete the male
restedasif in atrancewhile thehenvocalizeddemurely.

At othertimes,while thetrio interactedn the nestbox, the un-
sexedjuvenile continuedto solicit feedingfrom the parents. The
juvenilewould roll onits backwith infantile jubilation, inspecting
its toesand attemptingto play with the tail feathersof the parent
birds. Occasionallythe parentswould wrestle goodnaturedly
with theyoungster.Corporalpunishmentvasalsoadministereds
the parentbirdsdeemedecessary.

At bedtime,it was evidentthat life with a “teenager’can be
trying and downright aggravating. While the parentbirds were
readyto retirefor thenight, the juvenileconsideredt anidealtime
for moretussling. Whenthe parentsbecamewearyof the young-
ster'sgamestheywould exit the nestbox, wait a few minutes and
reenter. The youngsteralways followed its parents’lead and
eventuallythetrio would settlein for anight of slumber.

Page 14 (Conton page20)

The Hotel
TedRooms. Flowetorner

Flowers* Gifts * Collectibles

301WestMaple St.
DavenportFlorida
SAMANTHA DIERKER* JACKIE SUMMER-
LIN
863-421-08271-8883351287

TheHotel TeaRoom& Flower Corner
Is aTeaRoomthatoffers:

x LunchMondaythruFriday11:30amto 1:00pm.
Reservationf®equested.

x Big PartiesReservationRequired.

x Tuesdaynight Dinner6:00pm Reservationse-
quired.

x IntimateWedding, Bridal/Babyshower specialty
parties& Teapartiesavailableuponrequest.

x Wealsohavea Gift Shopthatoffersuniquegifts
for anyoneBig or SmallplusaFull ServiceFlo-
rist.

x Our Flower Shopcanaccommodatany of your
flower needsWedeliverto all surroundingCom-
munities.Our Flower ShophoursareMondaythru
Saturday9:00amto 5:00pm.
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