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     The Imperial Bird Club 
meets the third Thursday of 
each month at the VFW Hall 
of Auburndale, 241 Lake Ave. 
East, Auburndale.  Doors 
open at 7:00 p.m. and the 
meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.  
The Board Meeting is held 
the second Tuesday of the 
month.  The location of the 
Board Meeting is Denny’s in 
Haines City at the I -4 Exit 
and starts at 7:00 p.m.  All 
club members are welcome to  
attend and all board mem-
bers are required to attend 
the Board Meetings.  Contact 
Ramona Smith, President for 
more information.  

Club Objectives 
1. To ensure the preser-

vation and propaga-
tion of non-native 
cage birds in the 
United States. 

2. To further the Science 
of Aviculture.  

3. To exchange the 
knowledge, informa-
tion, and          experi-
ences related to cage 
birds.  

4. To educate the general 
public on Avian mat-
ters. 

Club Raffle Table 
The Club raffle table is to-
tally member supported.  
If you win a prize, at the 
next meeting, bring a prize 
of equal value for the ta-
ble.  Of course, you can 
always bring something 
for the raffle table.  Every-
body is happy if they win a 
little something and as we 
all contribute it will con-
tinue   spreading  happi-
ness among our  member-
ship. 

The opinions expressed 
in the Birdy Gazette are 
not necessarily those of 
the Imperial Bird Club 
or the editorial staff.  
The Imperial Bird Club 
and its staff assume no 
responsibility for claims 
of our advertisers or for 
the quality of goods or 
services the advertisers 
provide.  We regret if 
mistakes are made, how-
ever IBC is responsible 
only for corrections of 
errors. 
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To contact the Editor:  
ramonaksmith@wildblue.net  

 

 
CLUB DUES ARE NOW DUE.  RENEW TODAY 

BEFORE YOU FORGET AND MISS OUT ON 
YOUR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER  
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Golden Wings 

Macaws  -  Cockatoo’s  -  Amazons  -  Hyacinth’s 
Rose Breasted  - Golden Conures 

Major Mitchell Cockatoo’s  -  Buffon’s Macaws 

Fred & Ramona Smith 
Www.goldenwingsproducts.com 

 

863-858-6739 
fredsmith@wildblue.net 

Lakeland, Florida  

Front cover:  Zebra Finch 

 
 

Meeting date is April 15, 2010 
 

Our entertainment for the month  
 

Will be:  
 

We will be finalizing all details for 
our Expo which is April 25th.  

 
 

Doors open at 7:00 p.m.  
Meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.  

 
 

SEE YOU THERE!  
VFW Hall —241 Lake Ave. East  

Auburndale, Fl.  
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Bird Club Officers  
 
President  - Ramona Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Vice President - Debra Bernard 863 -293 -7541 
Treasurer - Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Secretary -Valerie Kane -863 -439 -5199  
Director -Richard Joyce -863 -676 -0091  
Director -Jess Poyser -863 -422 -2028  
Director -Joe Rigdon -407 -365 -2986  
Director -Elaine Gray -863 -422 -2028  
AFA Regional Director -Florida, Puerto Rico,  
Virgin Islands -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
 

IBC Committees  
Expo  Chairman —Ramona Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Librarian -Gloria Boughton & Lois Wygonik  
Historian -Rebecca Kline -863 -450 -6772  
Legislation -Fred Smith -863 -858 -6739  
Publicity -Rich Long -863 -646 -7776 
Food Chair -Martha Legant -863 -298 -9779  
Hospitality -Jess Poyser & Elaine Gray  
Parliamentarian -Eric Kline -863 -450 -6772  

Club Affiliations  
AFA Reps (2) Rebecca Kline & Joe  
                                                            Rigdon                           
FFA Reps(2) Fred Smith & Jean  
                                                        Pattison  
FFA President  Marty Dochstader  
 

The Imperial Bird Club will refuse to accept adver-
tising from anyone convicted of a bird related 

crime . 

Member Club Member Club 
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  IMPERIAL BIRD CLUB 
14710 BRAHMA RD. 

POLK CITY, FL. 33868-6703 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

2010 
                      

                                                    
                                                    
Name:___________________________Date________ 
Address:_________________________ 
City/State/Zip____________________ 
Phone:(     )_______________________ 
Cell #:___________________________ 
E-Mail Address:___________________ 
Are you a breeder or pet owner?
__________________________ 
Topics for programs that would be of interest to 
you:______________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
Was our club recommended to you, and if so, by whom?
________________ 
 
Applicants Signature___________________________ 
 
Check correct box: 
New Membership_____________ 
Renewal Membership____________ 
Check correct box: 
Family (2 votes) $20.00______________ 
Single (1 vote) $15.00_______________ 

 
Dues are for one (1) calendar year starting January 1, of 

the year paid.  Membership must be renewed  
annually to retain club privileges. 
Come learn and have fun with us! 
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Message from your 
President   

     
     Hello to all my feathered friend lovers,  
 
     Hope everyone had a Happy and Blessed Easter.     
 
     All members need to plan to come to the April 
meeting as we will be finalizing the plans for our 
22nd Annual Expo and Sale which is Sunday April 
25th.  
 
     We still need to be pre -selling tickets for our 
Grand Raffle items ——the $500.00 Wal Mart card 
and the Dell Mini laptop computer.  
 
     We also need for you to collect and bring items 
for the hourly raffles.  I had a call from someone 
last year that said they especially come for the  
raffles because they are always great.  We need to 
uphold our tradition.  
 
     Remember to get your club shirt if you don’t  
already have one.  
 
     Come prepared to let your name be put in a  
volunteer position for working at the Expo.  Many 
hands make the work lighter.  
 
                             SEE YOU THURSDAY  

   Ramona Smith 
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Zebra Finch  
 
     Zebra Finches are a favorite among avian keepers 
and breeders because they are extremely colorful, 
easy to care for, and relatively easy to breed. Zebra 
Finches are very social with birds of the same spe-
cies and the males love to sing. Their soft chirping 
sound is similar to a beep and can erupt into intri-
cate song that many humans find soothing and 
pleasant. This is in stark contrast to other varieties 
of birds that tend to do more loud squawking. The 
females do not sing.   
     Zebra Finches have been the subject of much 
study relative to how songbirds learn to sing. Fe-
males judge a male's song when determining with 
whom to mate - the more robust the song, the more 
likely to be chosen…a kind of natural selection proc-
ess ensuring the best singers produce more prog-
eny.  

     Although Zebra Finches are considered seed eat-
ing birds, that does not mean that seed should be 
the only item in their diet. Finches are found all 
over the world from barren desert regions to areas 
of thick vegetation. Because of this they enjoy a vari-
ety of foods other than seed. Fresh vegetables, 
greens, and fruit are readily accepted and should be 
offered to all types of finches. This gives them a 
healthy diverse diet and keeps them from getting 
bored with the same old seed.  

     Zebra Finches love to fly and need a minimum of 
20 inches of horizontal space to accommodate this 
natural behavior. They appreciate as big a flight 
zone as you can give them. Although very social with 
their own species, in fact, needing this social inter-
action, finches do not like to interact very much 
with humans. They should be kept in pairs, at least, 
and thrive in larger groups.  
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Croatian Stork s Show True Love Overcomes 
Any Distance  

 
     A male stork proved once again that distance is 
no bar to true love as it flew thousands of kilome-
tres (miles) back to its handicapped mate in a Croa-
tian village, local media said Thursday.  
     This is the fifth year in a row that the stork, 
named Rodan, has made the epic journey of some 
13,000 kilometers (8,060 miles) from South Africa 
to the village of Brodski Varos, in eastern Croatia, 
the Jutarnji List daily reported.  
    “This year he came a bit earlier," Stjepan Vokic, 
who cares for the female stork, named Malena, un-
able to fly since hunters shot through its wing, told 
the paper.  
     Rodan looked rather exhausted, Vokic added.  
     Every year the couple has raised a brood of chicks 
which Rodan has taught to fly since Malena cannot, 
Vokic said. This year is expected to be no different.  
      In August, Rodan and the young will start to pre-
pare for their long journey to winter in South Africa 
while Malena remains in Brodski Varos until the 
return of its mate in the spring.  

Grand Raffle Items for Upcoming Expo  
 

Get your tickets now!!!!!!!  
 
 

Dell Mini Laptop $500.00 
    computer                                               gift card  
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                             Interesting Facts  
Family:  Estrildidae  
Genus:  Taeniopygia guttata  
Size:  4" to 4-1/2" and weighs less than 1/2 ounce, 
depending on the color and origin.  
Habitat :  The Zebra Finch is considered to be an 
adaptive species, but is most commonly found in 
dry and arid areas of Australia. This species is gen-
erally found in open country with grass and some 
scattered trees and bushes.  
Behavior:  Very personable, incredibly intelligent, 
outgoing, playful, social, and vocal; they can also be 
quite sassy, stubborn, and self -confident.  
Diet:  Feed a seed based diet, but be sure to offer 
fresh vegetables, greens and small amounts of fruit 
as well.  
Life Span :  The Zebra Finch's life span generally 
ranges from 3 to 8 years.  
Average Cost:  $20 -$100, depending on coloration.  

 
 

Male Zebra Finch 

Female Zebra Finch 

Above: Zebra Finch pair  
 
Below: Nest of baby  
                    Zebra Finch 
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Our Raffle Table  
For March 2010  
Made a total of  

$129.75  
Good Job Club  

 
Remember to bring items for our 

monthly Raffle table  

FEATHERS —FEATHERS  
     
     Feathers, feathers who’s got feathers?   
 

Rebecca Kline has offered to temporarily  
take over this club fund raiser.  Please con-

tinue to bring  your feathers to the club meet-
ings —give them to Rebecca -and she will put 

them on EBay.    Thanks for all your              
participation  

MEMBER ADS  
FOR SALE: Pair Silver Bills Finches asking $50.00 and 1 
male & 3 female Orange Cheek Finches asking $10.00 
each.  Call Eileen Tyson @ 863 -409 -1494.  
 
Get your Hagen Prime vitamins from Golden Wings 
Products -call –  863 -858 -6739  
 
Have you purchased a new ink jet printer and still have 
cartridges from your last one -bring them to club meeting 
and trade with fellow club members who might use that 
number size.  Good way to recycle and help each other.  
 
FOR SALE : Macaw Nesting Boxes.   Z Boxes   for medium 
size birds. All are metal.     
Have available Male Yellow Nape, Male Eclectus, Female 
Eclectus.  Contact Gloria Boughton @ 863 -815-0997. 
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4. If you don’t want to alter the glass itself, you 
can stretch lightweight netting, screen, or other 
material over the window. The netting must be 
several inches in front of the window, so birds 
don’t hit the glass after hitting the net. Several 
c o m p a n i e s ,  ( w w w . b i r d b g o n e . c o m , 
www.birdscreen.com ) sell screens that can be at-
tached with suction cups or eye hooks (also see 
www.nixalite.com , www.birdmaster.com ).  

5. What about prefabricated decals? Decals are a 
well -known alternative to the techniques listed 
above. However, to be effective, they must be 
spaced more closely than recommended by manu-
facturers and so may block more of the glass sur-
face than other options (www.pines.com , www. 
windowdressingetc.com ). Or make your own! Arti 
Stick Window Color paints come in 18 colors and 
are marketed for children. Drawings on sheets of 
plastic become translucent as they dry, and can 
be peeled off and applied to windows (visit 
www.budgetartkids.com , www.dickblick.com , and 
www.artsuppliesforartists.com ). 

Reprinted from American Bird  Conservancy flyer  
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Save Birds From Flying Into Windows  

 
   Millions of birds die every year flying into win-
dows, because they can’t tell reflections from trees, 
plants and sky.  Most of those windows are on 
houses.  
 
    Here are some quick and affordable ways to pro-
tect birds from your windows. These should be ap-
plied to the outside of the glass to break up reflec-
tions.  

1. Apply Tempera paint (available at most art supply 
and craft stores) freehand with brush or sponge, 
or use a stencil. Tempera is long -lasting, even in 
rain, and non -toxic, but comes right off with a 
damp rag or sponge. Find stencils at 
www.michaels.com , www.amazon.com , or 
download stencils for free at 
www.spraypaintstencils.com .  

2. Use tape to create patterns. Duck brand tape 
comes in a range of colors and tears easily, to 
make lines of different widths. Chart tape 
(www.magnatag.com ) comes in a range of widths 
(tape may require a utility knife to remove).  

3. Most window films designed for external use are 
not patterned and will not deter birds. However, 
interior window films come in many colors and 
styles, and can be applied on the outside of win-
dows to prevent collisions (see 
www.thesunshieldpros.us , 
www.fauxdecorandmore.com ). Collid Escape, de-
signed for external use, is see-through from the 
inside, opaque from the outside 
(www.lfdcollidescape.com          (Cont. on Page 19) 
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General Meeting Minutes 3-16-10 
 
     Madam President, Ramona Smith called the meeting 
to order at 7:47 and introduced our visitors Tammy Sly 
of Auburndale who has joined our club and Rachael 
Holley of Winter Haven.  
     Raffle items continue to come in, we have 4 Sea 
World one day passes, 2 Fantasy of Flight passes and 4 
from Bok Tower plus lots of other items. Club members 
pleased continue to bring in raffle items to Ramona or 
Jim and Carol Aldrich.  
     We need to sell raffle tickets for the Wal-Mart card 
and now we have different tickets for the Dell computer 
that we also have to sell. They will be in strips of 
ten.  Everyone needs a yellow shirt for the Expo if you 
don’t have one see Ramona Smith.  
     Thanks to Monique for the rice and chicken. A big 
thank you to Wanda and Richard Joyce for preparing 
the strawberries and to their son and daughter for the 
individual sponge cakes. Thanks to Elaine for the angel 
food cake and to Marty for the brownies. 
     The contract has been signed and paid for, for Tiger 
Town and our venue for our Expo in April . 
     Lou and Alice Lawson some long standing club 
members have renewed their membership.  Alice re-
ported she had had some toes removed so they won’t be 
visiting very soon.  We wish her and Lou well.  
     Jesse Poyser is to have a new pacemaker on 25th 
March, we will be thinking of Jesse. 
     Debra Bernard our VP has been in the hospital, and 
we are glad to see you here at our meeting Debra. 
     Fred Smith gave the treasurer’s report.  
     Valerie Kane asked if anyone had contacted June 
Baxter as to how she is doing.  
     A motion to dismiss the business part of the meeting 
was made by Jerry Prescott therefore meeting ad-
journed at 8:05. 
             
             Submitted by Valerie Kane, Secretary. 
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Tampa woman's vet bill for sick bird: about 
$80,000  

TAMPA (Bay News 9) -- A Tampa animal lover says she's 
being criticized for spending too much money on a sick bird.  

     Anne Lowery has been rescuing birds for almost 40 years.  "I 
really don't have very much family," Lowery said. "So my birds are 
my family, regardless of what people say. And they're very close to 
me. It's unconditional love and I would do anything for them."  

     One of the birds she owned was a parrot named Areba. But doc-
tors at Florida Veterinarian Specialists diagnosed Areba with can-
cer. 

     "Squamous cell carcinoma in birds is a very progressive necrotic 
cancer," said veterinarian and bird specialist Dr. Teresa Lightfoot. 
"What it does is rather than make tissue, it kind of eats away at 
tissue. It's common in older birds in the oral cavity." 

     Areba underwent chemotherapy for more than a year, getting a 
treatment about every two weeks. But the bird died while eating 
her favorite food. 

     "She passed standing up eating a blueberry muffin, just like 
that," Lowery said. 

     Lowery says she's getting a lot of criticism for putting the bird 
through treatment, and for the amount of money she's spent. She 
estimates she spent about $80,000 for Areba's care. 

     Lowery said the $80,000 was for care the entire time the bird 
was sick. She said chemotherapy was only a percentage of that.  
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   Fruit . . . The Short and Sweet of It  

 By Madeleine Franco 

      Fruit kabobs are a great way to serve your bird fruits without 
losing really great healthful treats through the cage grates. Fresh 
pineapple, bananas, apple, papaya, mango (Paulie's favorite!) and 
a limited amount of citrus--which can cause problems among 
some species of birds prone to iron storage disease--are easily 
strung on a kabob and hung inside of the cage. Banana wheels, 
3/4-inch slices with peels intact, from which even small birds will 
scoop out the pulp, are also a favorite.  Along with fruit, you may 
also want to mix in some vegetables, such as cooked sweet potato 
wedges (rich in Vitamin A " . . . good for feathers"), raw red, green 
and jalapeno pepper, kale, parboiled broccoli, dandelion greens 
and other vegetables that lend themselves to snacking. Avoid avo-
cado, which can be lethal. While we’re on the subject of oranges, I 
have found that my birds prefer their orange segments if I serve 
them after allowing them to dehydrate somewhat on the counter-
top for about 24 hours; through observation, I concluded that the 
birds didn’t like being sprayed with the juice when they bit into the 
segment. Birds are opportunistic in the wild and eat what they can 
find. All birds benefit from more fruits and vegetables in their diets, 
and Eclectus especially seem to thrive on a diet containing more 
fruit than average, except lories, toucans and other fruit and nectar 
eaters.      To "sneak" fruits and vegetables into your bird's diet, 
you may want to try covering a monkey biscuit or two with un-
sweetened fruit cocktail (the kind made with pear juice). My Eclec-
tus loves that! Additionally, if you juice for yourself, try using the 
remaining pulp in your favorite birdie muffin recipes. In almost any 
recipe that calls for milk, unsweetened apple juice, or carrot juice 
may be substituted, and one of my flock's favorites is banana nut 
muffins made with lots of walnuts, apple juice, and grated carrot. A 
great snack party for birds to enjoy with their humans includes 
cocktail cubes of cheese and pieces of apple.      When serving 
fruits of any kind, be sure to remove food items—particularly those 
placed in dishes—after only several hours, as spoilage can be an 
issue, particularly in moister climates. Also, remember that fruit—
which should comprise less than 20% of your bird’s diet and will 
likely account for even less in winter—has a high water content, so 
your bird’s stools may be much more watery as you introduce 
more fruit into his diet. To avoid waste, you needn’t serve it every 
day, but do keep fruit in mind as a welcome change of pace and a 
healthful, high-energy snack for your bird . . . and yourself!     
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Board Meeting Minutes for March 2010  
 
     The board of directors meeting was held via 
phone calls to each member due to a family re-
union preventing regular meeting.  Topics of 
discussion were as follows:  
 
1. Net book is in.  
2.  Tickets ordered for the Net book raffle will 

be lavender and they should be in by Friday.  
Club members to pre -sell in strips of 10.  

3.  Line up everything for upcoming meeting 
which will be our Strawberry Social.  Needed 
strawberries, cakes, whipped cream, bowls.  

4.  Debbie -who is our speaker?  
5.  Board member Jess Poyser to have new 
pacemaker – one with difibulator put in March 
25th.  
 
Submitted By: Ramona Smith  

Hyacinth Phone 
Booth  

 
How would you 
like to make a 
call from this 
phone booth?  
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    Another Successful Year for the Thick -billed Parrot  

            Posted by Surfbirds at March 31, 2010 7:18 p.m.  

    American Bird Conservancy’s Mexican partner Pro-
natura Noreste is reporting another successful year for 
the Thick -billed Parrot nest box program.  
 
   The endangered Thick -billed Parrot breeds primarily at 
three sites in Mexico’s western Chihuahua state. Due to 
harvesting of timber and fires, the large trees that pro-
vide nest cavities for the birds have almost disappeared. 
Many of the remaining tree cavities are damaged with 
cracks and openings, and others have built up large num-
bers of parasites from repeated use year after year. 
Weather conditions and nestling parasitism have seri-
ously reduced fledging success from these remaining 
natural cavities.  
 
   In 2008 and 2009, ABC helped fund Pronatura and the 
Instituto Técnico de Estudios Superiores de Monterrey to 
erect nest boxes at two of the sites, Madera and Mesa de 
las Guacamayas, to replace these lost and unusable nest 
sites. First year success was minimal, with only three 
boxes occupied, but experience with nest box programs 
for other species in Colombia indicated that parrots need 
time to become accustomed to the boxes and to begin us-
ing them. This indeed seems to be the case here too, as in 
2009, eight boxes were used by the birds, with 20 eggs 
laid and 18 young fledged.  
 
   “The birds are clearly beginning to use the nest boxes 
we have provided, and we expect the number of boxes 
used in 2010 to increase further,” said David Wiedenfeld, 
ABC’s Assistant Director of International Programs. “The 
greater availability of nest sites and increased fledging 
success at those sites should greatly aid in increasing the 
populations of this endangered parrot.  
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Grand Raffle Prizes 
 

A.   $500.00 Gift Card to Wal-Mart  
and 

B.   Computer  

Vendor Information Contact: Ramona Smith, President (863)
858 -6739  

Admission 
$4.00  

• Under 12 Free  

• Hourly Raffles 
at  

• 11am, 1pm, & 
3pm  

• Indoor 

22nd 

Annual 

Bird 

Expo & 

Sale 

Directions:  
    

Take Lakeland 
Hills Blvd. (SR 33) 
North from Memo-

rial Blvd. Or 
South from 1-4 Exit 

33  
(Old Exit 19) 

 
Imperial Bird Club  

SUNDAY APRIL 25, 2010  

9:00 am - 4:00 pm  
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Happy Birthday  
To Everyone  

With a Birthday  
In April  

FIND POLLY’S PEANUT 
       
 Polly Parrot has lost her peanut.  
One like the one pictured  ( but 
could be much smaller) is hidden 
somewhere in our newsletter. 
      If you find it, on a piece of 
paper put your name and “I 
found the peanut on page____” 
and bring to club meeting. 
     We will draw from those 
names for a small prize. 

 
HAPPY HUNTING  

FEATHER NOTES  
 

Although no one can go 
back and make a brand -new 

start, anyone can start  
from now and make a 

brand -new ending.  

TO DO LIST FOR ALL CLUB MEMBERS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Renew membership if  you have not  
already done so.  
2. Get Grand Raffle tickets to pre -sell.  
There are also tickets to pre -sell for the 
computer.  
3. Collect items for the hourly raffles.  
4. PROMOTE OUR UPCOMING EXPO TO 
EVERYONE YOU MEET.  
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KNOWLEDGE KORNER  

 
Some parrots  

 vocalizations can be 
heard up to a mile away.  
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First songbird genome arrives with spring  

Zebra finch is second avian species to have its DNA cataloged 

 

    Zebra finches have something to tweet about. The little 
songbirds’ genetic instruction book has just been deci-
phered.  

    An international team of scientists announced the ac-
complishment in the April 1 Nature . Zebra finches are the 
first songbirds and the second bird, after the chicken, 
with a completely decoded genetic blueprint. Contained 
within the finch’s DNA could be clues to how songbirds 
learn vocal information and use songs in social situa-
tions, a model for human language and communication.  

    Whales, dolphins, some bats and several other species 
of birds also learn vocally, but the mouse -sized zebra 
finch has become a model system for studying the process 
in the laboratory. Male zebra finches memorize their fa-
thers’ songs and practice singing the song for a month or 
two. Once learned, a male’s song is his signature. Unlike 
other songbirds that can change their songs, he sings his 
for life.  

     Discovering the molecular mechanisms behind how 
songbirds learn their songs could also help scientists bet-
ter understand human communication disorders such as 
autism and stuttering, says David Clayton, a neurobiolo-
gist at the University of Illinois at Urbana -Champaign, 
who was one of the leaders of the study.  

     Neuroscientists have studied zebra finches for years to 
learn which parts of the birds’ brains become active as the 
animals hear and learn new songs. The new genetic infor-
mation will add molecular details to help scientists better 
understand vocal learning, says Allison Doupe, a neuro-
scientist and psychiatrist at the University of California, 
San Francisco. She was not involved in the new study, but 
says the genetic information is a welcome tool for re-
searchers who study the finches.     (Cont on Page 14)  
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    “Getting this model up to the next stage in genetics … is 
good. It’s great. I think everyone is very excited,” Doupe 
says.  

    In the new study, the researchers decoded DNA taken 
from a male zebra finch called Black 17. The bird was 
chosen because he is an average zebra finch male, says 
Clayton.  

   Comparing Black 17’s genetic blueprint to that of chick-
ens revealed several notable features in the birds’ ge-
nomes. For instance, in zebra finches, immune system 
genes of the major histocompatibility complex are scat-
tered across several chromosomes, while chickens and 
humans keep such genes in clusters on a single chromo-
some.  

    The researchers also uncovered evidence that some 
genes encoding ion transport proteins are evolving more 
quickly in zebra finches than in chickens. Ion transport 
proteins help regulate communication between neurons, 
and activity levels of some of the quickly evolving genes 
dip when zebra finches hear new songs, the study shows.  

    Analyses of gene activity in zebra finches’ brains 
showed that the activity of more than 800 genes changes 
when the birds sing. The finding supports a previous 
study by Clayton’s group, which showed that a large num-
ber of RNA molecules change levels when a bird is listen-
ing to a song.  

   The new genome sequence revealed that many of those 
RNAs are regulatory molecules known as noncoding 
RNAs. Levels of one of those molecules, a tiny snippet of 
RNA known as microRNA -124, drop rapidly when a bird 
hears a new song, the researchers report. MicroRNAs are 
known to regulate production of proteins and have been 
suggested to be important for brain function (SN: 
03/01/2008, p. 136), but this is the first time a microRNA 
has been shown to respond to a particular thought proc-
ess, Clayton says.  

    The researchers hope to expand their genetic studies to 
include genomes from other vocal -learning bird species, 
including parrots and other species of songbirds.  
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301 West Maple St. 
Davenport, Florida  

SAMANTHA DIERKER * JACKIE SUMMER-
LIN 

           863-421-0827 1-888-335-1287 

      

The Hotel Tea Room & Flower Corner  
is a Tea Room that offers: 

�x�� Lunch Monday thru Friday 11:30 am to 1:00 pm.           
Reservations Requested.  

�x�� Big Parties Reservations Required. 
�x�� Tuesday night Dinner 6:00 pm Reservations re-

quired. 
�x�� Intimate Wedding,  Bridal/Baby shower, specialty 

parties & Tea parties available upon request. 
�x�� We also have a Gift Shop that offers unique gifts 

for anyone Big or Small plus a Full Service Flo-
rist.  

�x�� Our Flower Shop can accommodate any of your 
flower needs. We deliver to all surrounding Com-
munities. Our Flower Shop hours are Monday thru 
Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm. 

 
 
 
 
                                                    04-2010 

 

       The Hotel 
Tea Room & Flower Corner 

Flowers * Gifts * Collectibles 
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